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iv INTRODUCTION, 

Aldioogb, fiom die time of her engagement in t&e 
miniftry, flie waa greatly dedicated, and mach employed 
in vaiioos leligioof Services during t^e remainder of her 
days ; yet, for want of materials left by herfelf, an ac- 
count of many of thefe is omitted in the following work ; 
.whjich.it (eqBfi4 PWpcrtp qonfia?, ^^oft tjmvi^oo^ to 
frch part of ber life and Ubour^ ,as .co.\iJl4 be coU^jQ^ 

Jit ^jty not be ii^^rpp^r to obferve alfo, that thjs i^ocle 
^pf conptjpgiing a narjEative^ by .e^tradb from l^tteiii, will 
fomedjnes b^, yn^voidably attended with a ^^i^t of cjfff^ 
connesuQn, and wi|;h ^ degree of repetition : }^ as xhif 
was the only way by which a material part of her labourjs 
could t)c bsQught into v^ew, it is ^qped that ^fe cir- 
cumft^qes wUl npt be deemed of ^uch cqnfequence; 
^nd that the de^ly inflrudiye /lature of her literary cor^ 
refpqndence, wiU fufficiently warrant its pi^bUcatiqn. 
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Her Education.^^Divine ViJitations*''^Confii^ ariftng 
from her natural Vivacity^ i^ c.^^ S olid Ji ate of her 
mind. in the early part of life, ^•' Exercifes about 
the time of her firft appearance in the AUniJiry*-^ 
Vifit to part of the counties of fFeJlmoreland and 
Cwnberland.''^Vifit to the Meetings of Chejhire^ and 
a part of thofe in Lancajhirey fjTc. 

SARAH GRUBB, daughter of William and 
Elizabeth Take, was born at York, in Great 
Britain, 20th of 6th month, in the year 1756. 

In her tender years, fhe was deprived of her mo* 
ther, who was removed from her by death, before 
fhe was five years old : but her father marrying 
again about the tenth year of her agg, this lofs was, 
from that time, abundantly cempenfated by the 
maternal care and regard of a fecond mothers of 
B 



a The LIFE of 

whofe tendernefe, and folicitude for her beft weU 
fsLTCj (he has left many grateful and aiFe^onate 
teftimonials. 

The watchful and religious education with which 
(he was fevoured, proved as a hedge round about 
her, and, under divine care, preferved her, during 
that dangerous feafon of life, from the many cor- 
ruptions and follies that abound in the world, and 
to which unguarded young people are forrowfiiUy 
expofed. In the days of her youth, (he was often 
made fenfible of the goodnefs of her heavenly Fa* 
ther, and her eyes anointed to fee the emptinefs 
and delufion of all worldly enjoyments, and to be- 
hold the beauty which there is in the truth; and 
ftrong defires were often raifed in her mind, that 
file might be thoroughly refined, and, even at the 
lofs of every thing elfe, be made to poflefi the pearl 
of great price. 

Thefe gracious extenfions of divine regard, met 
with great oppofition from the livelinefs of her dif- 
pofition, and the ftrength of her itatsral powers; 
which occafioned the felf denying meeknefs and 
flmplicity of the chriftian life, to be to her a hard 
attainment; and many painful ftruggles (he expe^ 
rienced, before (be was made willing to yield up 
every fecrifice, and to follow her Lord whitberibcver 
he might be pleafed to lead. 

During the laft illnefs of that eminent minifter, 
John Woolman, (he had, at times, the privilege 
to wait upon and aifift him. His faith and pa- 
tience, with the Iweet favour of his pure fpirit, made 
a deep and prefitaUe hnpreffion on her mind; exem- 
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plifying tte pd^e^ and goodnefs of that dnrme hand, 
Vrtiich>{hie fek fecretly at work in her own heart, calling 
hdr to ri^wtiefs of life, and holinefs before the Lord. 
It was CO her that this valuable friend, when near 
the clofe of life, addrefied thofe <somfortable expre& 
itoits, which, indeed, may be caited a bleffing : <^ My 
child, thou feems very kind to me, a poor creature ; 
the Lord will reward thee for it." 

A deep fenfe of the purity of the divine life, and 
af lively feeling of her own frailties, jomed to an 
earneft concern that (be might become fully puri^ 
fted in heart and life, caufed great circumfpedion and 
fear, and^ made her often go mourning on her way. 
This appears from' tlie following extraib of divers 
letters to her friends, written in early life, whichi- 
iff fome meallire, £how die exercife and ftate of her 
mifid, at that period ; and which may be acceptable 
to the reader, as they ferve to exhibit the beginnings 
and gradations of that work, which confpicuoufly- 
marked the future periods of her life. 

1772. " I feel thy bearing with my weak- 

nefles, and thy candor in judging of them, which 
make me the more ready to communicate what I 
feel. Oh could I tell thee, it would be comfortable I 
But that which is felt and not underftood, cannot be 
deferibed; and, indeed, I. begin to think a ftate of' 
infenfibility to what is good, is approaching. I may 
truly fay I dread it. May I, by that fear, guard the 
itiore; yet my infirmities feem fo juft a caufe, that 
they are numerous enough to deprefs the little life 
that is left," 

B 2 
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1772.—" Thine has excited in me the wantieft 
wiihes for the extendings of divine bounty, to b« 
enabled, with refignation and fortitade, to do, bear, 
or fufFer, whatever it may pleafe the Father of fpirits 
to infill upon me« Yet I cannot but, with con- 
fcious forrow, own the truth of thy remark, concern^ 
ing a too great anxiety for a larger portion of the 
defcendings of the Father's love, than is fuitable in. 
the fight of an omnifcient Deity." 

1773." » ^ — ^^ I feem recovering from my late 
illnefs, and have favourable fymptoms for life ; but 
for what kind of a one I know not. I am at a.Iols 
to fay, whether it is a pleafing^ or a painful profped* 
I feel the efFefts of both, and am ready to c^unte^^ 
nance the latter, knowing there is fomething in my 
nature, which is loth to be fiibjeded under that 
power, which ought to actuate every part of our de-» 
meanourj and. there^is nothing, that I know of, fo 
contrary to my natural will, as that patiently waiting, 
and quietly hoping, which thou mentioneft; it being, 
certainly, preparatory to the work of reformation in 
us; and if this.be rightly performed, no mundane 
enjoyment would be adequate to the fjretafte of that 
confummate felicity, which I believe is the refult of 
fo defirable a work : and, indeed, without fome degree 
of that Bleffing, even in my unworthy ftate, this life 
would be little fuperior to that for which I fhould 
look. But O this glimpfe of hope, how ready arc 
we to catch, though the twig be ever fo flender, and 
the profpeft ever fo faint ! yet there is a danger of 
being deluded, as the Adverfary is ever ready to attack 
the weak part, and that is one which is generally 
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cxpofed, there being room in the human breaft for 
fuch prepoiTeffions. I acquiefce with thee, that it is 
in filence we enjoy advantage, and in folitude we 
mufe the wonders of unfearchable wifdom* Could 
we but partake of a larger (hare of retirement, I am 
fenfible the works of an almighty hand would have a 
greater influence, and the mind would not be fo 
alienated from this fource^ this pleaiing fource of 
every joy. 

1773.' ■ " Surely the commemoration of the 
goodnefe of infinite wifdom, in favouring a large ihare 
of the youth of our fociety with a virtuous and fpber 
education, ought to infpire us with a willingnefs to 
imitate the bright examples we have, \ rather than 
thofe whofe lofs we fhould compaffionate : for many 
are the irreligious principles, that the Adverfary is 
endeavouring to fuggeft in the minds of youth, more 
efpecially when they are expofed to the tempeftuous 
billows of an unflable world ; but happy is it for 
thofe that refift the temptations, and furmount the 
. difficulties 2 if any may look to the recompenfe of 
reward, *tis certainly they. But for my part, I am 
often afraid left I ihould grow like the heath in the 
defert, that knoweth not when good cometh ; or that 
the manifold favours fhould prove as water fpllt 
upon a ftone : for I am fure there is a hardnefi 
in the natural heart, not eafily penetrated ; and 
though I experimentally confefs it, yet I hope there 
are many on the other hand, who can fay, they 
witnefs the returning from theif gatherings with 
flfiends^ as aridng from the waihing pooK" 
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1774. ■■ ^^ We certainly reap the greateft ad« 

vantages from a friend, when the mind and natural 
flow of Ipirits are moft deprefTed. It is at tbefe 
feafons, we hear the intelligible language of fympa* 
thy, in its pleaiing notes, and look upon friendAiip 
in its exalted ftation. A view of thefe enjoyments 
excited me to tafte their fruits, (which are the dif- 
dofure of our minds) by opening the fountain of 
forrows, and unlocking the fpring of painful feelings* 
That they may overflow the banks of my pleafures, 
and bring down the tall cedars of Lebanon, laying 
wafle the hills and the mountains, and eftablifliing in 
their room, that rock whereon the church muft he 
built, is the fwaying inclination of my heart. But 
how apt are we to turn our feet from the path which 
is narrow ; being unwilling to make ftraight flops, 
a thing moft repugnant to our unregenerate wills I 
We therefore cull out every difcouragement, an4 
ftumble at the fmalleft ftone ; each profpe<Si: appearing 
in its gloomieft colours, or rather, our eyes being 
dimmed by the glitter of worldly obje£b, and inex- 
perienced in the joys accruing from fiuthfulnefs, we 
fee them not.*' 

ijj^. r-^ Though trials and €onfli£b are 

allotted to the faithful followers, yet they rife, as 
with ftones of memorial, from die bottom of Jordan^ 
when, alas ! I, and fuch like, inftead of being bene^ 
fited by thefe baptifms, find them unpleafmg and 
contrary to our natural propenfities i and fo ihua 
them, for a more eafy way to peace. But caimot 
fuch be met with in a ftrait place, where neither 
the devices of the. creature, nor the pleafures of the 
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world, can refcue them from the pains of a wounded 
confcience i When I look at thefe things, and con** 
fider how intricate the path to our real happinefs is^ 
it makes me frequently fay in my heart, ^* Bleflfed are 
the dead that have died in the Liord." 

I775' " My mind was often with you yef- 

terday, though I could not thereby partake of the 
valuable company of our dear friends ; /but I hope 
many that are more worthy did: for certainly the 
fociety of thofe labourers in the great vineyar(^ 
muft be pleaiing and inftrudlive j yet, at times, we 
feel a mortification in their abfence, which, if fufFered 
to have its prc^r efFed, might be a means of excit- 
ing us to feek after an inward communion with the 
fource of all good, the ipirit of truth, which is pure^ 
and unmixed with human propenfities. But I am 
afraid that I am fpeaking more from hearing the 
experiences of others, than from my own: for I 
know the language of this internal monitor is not 
intelligible, unlefs the mind be prepared by the 
fubjedion of its will, and all its powers yield to the 
Supreme : and this ftate I am fo often deprived of, 
by the predominance of fel4 that it ieems hard 
to fay, whether I ever rightly enjoy this divine 
privilege." 

r777* ^^ When we are favoured to feel an 

internal communion, an intercourfe incomprehenfible, 
it is indeed attended with rejoicing of heart. A ftate 
which I can impute to no good caufe, frequently 
accompanies me, in which it would be hard for 
me to fay, I love my friends; but perhaps it is a 
conftitutional ftupidity, which nothing but the imme- 
B4 
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diate operations of truth can diveft of; and it is ovly 
during the overfliadowings thereof, that the ufeful 
faculties of my mind are applied to good purpofes : 
/or the fprings of thy S, T/s machinery are in- 
deed weak, and daily require fupernatural aid : but 
when wifdom utters her voice, -when the gentle 
movings of uncreated purity have gained our ear^ 
what obduracy does it require to refifl; her energetic 
language, and Ughtly efteem the offers of perma- 
nent peace ! My heart glows with an earneft folici- 
tude, that we, my dear friend, may never faint in 
our purfuit of celeftial trcafure, but refignedly 
furrender our whole aiFe<^ons to the gracious dif- 
pofer and preferver of his people : then, I doubt not, 
our union will increafe, in the increafe of purity, and 
our joy and rejoicing in the fruition of reward, will 
be of that nature with which the ftranger doth not 
intermeddle." 



In the twenty-third year of her age, (he appeared 
in the minifliry. For this awful fervice ihe had 
been prepared, by. the great head of the church, 
with deep and humbling baptifms of fpirit. But ajs 
Ihe continued patient and faithful, under this prov- 
ing difpenfation, (he experienced divine fupport, was 
gracioufly brought through all, and enabled to ftand 
acceptably for the cauTe of truth and righteoufnefs on 
earth. 

The clofe trials and humiliations of her fpidt, 
about this time, are, in fome degree, teftified bythe 
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following feledions from her letters, to fome of her 
near, fympathizing friends. And tkough thefe ex« 
trads are of condderable extent, it is hoped their 
vinftru6Hve tendency will warrant the infertion of 
them thus at large. 

lyyg.- ^" I don't know but a little love for 

my friends, and fenfibility of their fiivours, are the 
only virtues I poffefs, and, confequently, all that I 
can derive any good from : for to my dear friend, to 
whom my heart hath ever been open, I may con- 
fefs, that whatever has heretofore felt like life, or 
been a participation of eternal fubftance, (though 
always fmall, and no doubt the food convenient for 
me) is now entirely cxtinguiflied ; and the law, 
the teftimony, and the ^ufions of fome little fecret 
devotion, are all as fprings fhut up, and fountains 
fealed. Thou art experienced, and tried with many 
deep baptifms, with wants and with aboundings; 
but perhaps fuch a ftate of infenfibility to, and defer- 
tion of, all that feems good and valuable, was never 
feen meet for thee : thy refignednefs rather bringing 
thee its rewards, thofe of true obedience, which 
have built up and compacSted as a Jerufalem, the 
foundations whereof are fure. But if thou knew 
the different fituation of my poor toflcd mind, it 
would, I believe, excite a degree of thy fympathy, 
and fear that the tempter will wholly overcome: 
for now, in this time of deep poverty, the world 
has indeed occupied much room, and what may be 
called the enjoyments of it, are as clay, fettering that 
part appointed for immortality,"—" I often won- 
der when better times will come; when, in truth, 
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we can adopt the language of the juft to their ancient 
fource; ^^ Spring up, O well, fing ye unto it!'* 
But bow can my humiliation be deep enough, when 
I confe&) that this fountain appears to-be to me, 
neither ancient nor new ? *' 

1778. " There is, I believe, a holy inter- 

courfe and communion experienced by thofe whofe 
language is flmilar and pure, whofe feet are eftab^ 
Jiflied upon the immovable Rock, and whofe teacher 
and ftrength is the fovereign Lord. This is, I 
doubt not, one of their rewards ; but its fan(^ity, its 
refined and exalted nature, feem to exclude me 
from the participation thereof; for I may confefs, 
the painful experience of my mind is often under 
fuch a ftate of defertion from infinite goodnefs, that 
I fcarce dare look towards his holy temple, or addrels 
him, but in fighs unutterable." 

1778. ^^ Let us travel, unitedly travel for- 

ward in the path of humble obedience : for though it 
be a tribulated one, and thofe that walk in it have 
often to experience a ihare of this legacy, ^< In the 
world ye ihall have trouble," yet the annexed peace, 
the bread that is handed in fecret, and the joy with 
which a ilranger doth not intermeddle, are furely 
iufficient rewards in this life, and an earneft of that 
which is to come, that glorious referve of immortal 
bliis. I feel a greater Iblicitude than words can 
defcribe, that we may, unitedly, be entitled to it, 
and partake thereof i and that we may feel this cer- 
tain mark, that we love one another, even with that 
love which will fubflft beyond the grave* But I 
wonder bow arofe thefe fenlations, for I daily con- 
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dude myfdf deftitate of aaj iSiat are good ; and ia 
the ahfence of htm whom I wUh to be to me thf 
chief of tea thoufimd, I imfHwt the path of obfcu* 
jptty, and, wkh the mournliil prophet, exclaim in my 
lonefome habitation, the fecret of my heart* Oh 
that I had in thewildemeft a lodging place! But» 
•ktt-! this wtB not do, thia is not the will of him 
«rho defires, npt to take ua out of the world, but to 
preferve us from the evil diat is dierein* It is the 
]»ach of fuf&ring, it is the crofs and the ihame thai 
we recoil at ; and for want of true dedication of 
heart, many deep and hidden (brrows are ours.** 

1779. ■ ■ ^* To inform thee, my dear friend» 
of the fecret path I have trod of late, is a thing 
which I know diy good ibnfe, and experience in 
the myfteries of godlinefs, will prevent diy requiring. 
In the (acred union, we fee the necef&ty of the leaven 
being hid, which cements together and brings our 
nature into a onenefs, till the whole lump is fandified. 
Under this apprehenfion, I have of late been led to 
endure many new and fevere confiids, without daring 
to feek confolation, lave from liiat fountain which 
iflues, in the right time, an inexhauftlble ftreami 
but to which, I am ready to conclude, I am not 
entitled to approach/' 

1779. €( I lately thought the bleffing that 

was craved for us, was abundantly (bed, and our 
walking feemed, a little, as if it were by the pillar and 
the cloud; but now, the fun and the moon, even 
thofe heavenly bodies which are univelfally4iffufed,^ ' 
have, from our eye, withdrawn their light. For my 
part, I have feveral times concluded, the work it 
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done ; and if it be fufficientiT, I am glad : but whea 
it feels like the deprivation of meat and drink, there 
wants, not only patience, but refignation; an at* 
tainment which appears to me to be a degree harder 
than the other. Oh may we walk in the way caft 
up for us, and may we, now our Mofes is with-r 
drawn, be preferved from making a likenefs ! **■ ■■ 
« A fouth land" will, I hope, ^ield thee « fprings 
of water : " they require hard digging for here ; but 
the fountain is found to be fo deep when come 
at, that we need not be afraid of the labour.-*-^ 
But I have nothing to boafl: of; for the refrelhing 
influence of the waters of this fountain, has, I doubt 
not, beeii wifely withheld from me ; and to have a 
channel ready for their return, is what I endeavour^ 
though feebly, to preferve." 

1779,— ** My mind has been, for fome time, 

incapable of deriving any ^tisfa^^ion, from either the 
intercourfe with, or confolation of a friend. And not 
having any defire to feek comfort, or have any, but 
from the fountain of it, filence was not only mod 
confiftent with my judgment, but moft eafy to 
my£blf, if I found any thing that could hear that 
charader. Floods of diftrefs have indeed nearly 
overwhelmed me, and I know not where to turn, ox 
where to look; I abholrred myf?lf, and beheld not 
the power that could purify, " When I looked for 
good, then evil came ; and for light, behold there was 
darknefs." 

1779. *' I went to meeting yefterday morn"*- 

jng, with, I thought, fome degree of devotednefs, 
gnd for foiie time (at in darknefs ; but after a deep 
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kbdur of ihTtK^^ there felt' fometfaing to gadier ab6ut 
me ; and with it came my deep rooted diflike to^ 
Ae work) which fo ftrovje with the other, that, for 
a time enduring a ftate of agony, the meeting broke 
up* J On going in the afternoon, I concluded myfelf 
given up, and little expeSed to feel any. thing again, 
itt that time: but after fitting a while, the matter 
again returned, ahd would, I believe, have terminated 
Ac £une way, had not a friend ftood up with the 
paflage, '^ He that knew his Lord*s will, and prepared 
not himfelf, neither did according to his will, ihall 
be beaten with many ftripes/' This did indeed 
eome home, and fo operated with what was already 
kindled, that, after fuch a conflict as I have caufe 
ever to remember, I ventured upon my knees, 
and) in a manner I believe fcarcely intelligible, 
poured out a few petitions. Now I feel in fucb a 
ftate of humiliation and /ear; as I never before ex- 
perienced ; and my ftrength, both natural and fpi-> 
Htual, fo low, that the floods are. ready to come upon 
me again.*' * 

1780.———" I often keep filence, and find 
myfelf a fubje£t copious enough for meditation, which 
is not always of. the pleating, kind ; but I endeavour 
to pafs along as quietly as I can, it being feldom my 
lot to experience much fympathy or fellowihip with 
my friends, and, confequently, I cannot exped to 
derive much from theirs. And yet for all this, I do 
not mean to complain, but am abundantly convinced, 
that I lived upon this pleafant fruit, this fenfible union, 
long enough ; and to know the want of it, is, I doubt 
not, fometimes as neceilary as its free circulation. 
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triktck wa^ perhaps retimt in its fesfon, when it may^ 
prove like the clew of Hermon." 

1780W ■ ■ ^ I cannot but ftar thy appFchen<i» 

fkms of my alliance to a ftate of properly attained 
peace, arife more from thy good wiflies to me, as aiy 
individual, and from that univerial love^ which is 
impreft with a fenfe of the benevolent extendings of 
divine regard, that defires all may partake as at the 
river of life freely, than from a jaft fenfe of die 
peal fituation of my mind ; which has not yet caft 
k» ilickel'oth covering, nor received ft garment of 
praife. And as this change cannot be effeded^ but 
by die miraculous power of the divine arm, I wiflf 
enly to feek for it from this ibur ce of (Irengtfc ; anJ 
if it be my lot to go fofdy all the days of my Kfei, iiv 
the bitteme& of my foul, I wiOi to fiibnftit to thi» 
allotment, and endure the necellary turning^ of the 
divine hand. But, oh I that I had in the wildernefs^ 
a lodging place, that no eye might fee, nor ear hear^ 
the imperfeA ftiate of a heart, the deptlls of whofc^ 
diftrefs, omnipotence only can fathom." 

1780. " When thy letter, before this laft, 

reached me, it was my full intention to have replied 
uy k very foon i but in this, as in the moft important 
and necellary pupfuits the human mind can have^ the 
^rit of pFGcraftination prevailed ^ which I generally 
faid is the cafe, when the iirft ability the mind poiIeflre» 
to do good, it not accepted. This is a refledKon I 
have often painftilly to make, becaufe its fubjeft never 
fiiils to impart a feeling fenfe of weaknefs ; and when 
we confider it properly, that our being here is un- 
certain, and that the time wherein we can acquire 
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durable riches> Is, though fttfficient for tfie work 
defigned us, fhort and fleeting; we can fcarce quench 
an impulfe to vigilance, or view ourfelves in anf 
other light, than that of fojoumers in a land of exile, 
where the fpirit that is pure, and the light which is the 
life of men, is opprefied and rgeded^ becaufe, to the 
natural eye, it hath neither form nor comefinels. I 
may, to my dear friend, confefs, that my travel hath 
long been through a wafte howling wtMernefs, where^ 
(though furrounded vnA innumerable bleffiags j mj 
mind haifa been led moftiy to feel rtieif like » peKcan, 
and to wifh for an outward fituation fmiflarly obfotre, 
lliat I might for ever be hid from the eyes of men, 
of whom I often feel a fear diat baffles defeription ; 
but as this allotment has not fallen out for me, there 
feems no way, but Amply to attend to that impulfe 
which I have apprehended to be divine, and at the 
fame time am thoroughly wifling to be convinced, is 
not. Thy wifh, that faith may be equal to the trialf 
of my day, was peculiarly applicable ; for could I 
grve thee an idea, how often I am ready to (ink in die 
depths of diftrefs, when the weeds are indeed wrapped 
about my head, and all fupports are either refufed or 
withdrawn, ihoa wouldeft readily conclude that I am 
fhort of faith, and patience too. But no language is 
able to fet forth that Atuation of mind, when the wif- 
dom which is from above, and that which is from be- 
neath, are fbuggling for victory. It is truly a fier/ 
trial, but one which I fear will never in me confume 
all tlie reprobate filver. I have ftumbled on a fub- 
jed, which I had no thoughts of even hinting at, 
when I began i but in cpniidence and freedom I have 
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often been led to open my mind to thee, and I trufi 
That wherein yrt wece. heretofore united, will not fail 
to ftrengthen our. bond, and open to us a channel of 
^onverfe, more hidden and pure than we have yet 
altogether experienced } and a fellowihip which is 
only underftood, when the myfteries of the true 
church are opened. Tell me, my beloved friend ! 
art thou pailing through this wildernefs, and often 
ready to faint for want of water ? If fo, allow me 
to (ay, prolong not thy journey there, through a 
fearfulnefs of taking thy pofieifions in the promifed 
land, nor of the inhabitants which are to be fubdued 
before it can be enjoyed ; for I truft no tranfient, 
Aiding joy, can yield thy mind that .peace it defires* 
Wherefore let .not thy hands hang down, but 
rather put on Arength, in the name of him who is 
able to belp, and in whom is the fulnefs of power, 
and be ftrong and work i for I believe it is a day, in 
which this command is gone forth to thofe whofe 
hands are not polluted, and whofe language is not 
that of confufion. Deep are the baptifms of fuch, 
or how could they be fitted to fland in that day of 
trial which is, with a gradual and fteady pace, ap- 
proaching, if not rooted and eflablilhed upon that 
Rock, agatnft which the gates of hell can never 
prevail. And though thefe, for the prefent, have to 
drink of that cup of adverfity, whereof our holy 
pattern iirft tafted, and have to be b^tized with the 
baptifm he was baptized with, yet, in the immediate 
revival of his promifes, from that Comforter which he 
has fent, there remains to be confolation.'* 
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In the 4th month, 1780, with the approbation of 
the monthly meeting, and in company with her 
mother, fhe was engaged in a religious vifit to 
friends in the counties of Weftmoreland and Cum- 
berland* 

The following extra£b contain the material parts 
of what has been coUeded, from her own account of 
her concern in this vifit. 

——— " The meeting at Bowes was trying, though 
I believe (atisfafiory to my mother. For my part, 
I had deep hearNfelt mortification, (which I have 
been very little free from fince) and went very much 
fatigued to bed ; it being ten at night when the meet- 
ing broke up, and having had a hard day's work in 
travelling. Next morning, we fat a little with a 
fchool-mafter and his wife, to whom there was much 
opennefs to communicate clofe counfel, as well as 
encouragement. Next day. we went to Penrith, where 
we ffaid over firfl day, and had two fuffering meet- 
ings i in both which I felt a greater unwillingnefs to 
fubmit to a necefTary wading of fpirit, than I can 
defcribe : for really, the fpring of life requires fuch 
digging for, in places where the fubflance of religion 
is departed from, and only the image retained, that, 
in this exercife, I frequently felt ready to faint, and 
always engage with it in great dread ; becaufe it 
oppofes that natural part, which would keep the 
houfe in peace, and be free from all thefe troubles. 
. However, I felt more eafe of mind in the evening 
than I could have expeAed, having drank tea at 
the houfe of a widow friend, and had an open, 
favoured opportunity amongft her daughters, feveral 
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of whom appear to be under a freih vifitation. Wc 
were at the monthly meeting at , and a 

moft painful, trying time it was : but after much 
labour, and deep fuffering, the ri^t thing got upper- 
moft, and though the other was not flain, it was a 
favour that it did not altogether rule. Oh the 
untempered mortar there is in that place, and the 
unfoundnefs, almoft from the crown of the head to 
the fole of the foot ! I ventured to ftammer out 
what appeared, though in a manner fcarcely intelli- 
gible, and in great fear; having pfevioufly had fpeci- 
mens of offerings, which carried not the evidence of 
having been prepared at the altar, and which indeed 
often create the query, ** who (hall ftand ? *' 

— " Longtown ♦ was, as I expe<9ed, a place 
of fome fuflering to me; but I could not have 
expefted to have felt myfelf fuch a fpeckled bird as I 
did, though I kept myfelf much to myfelf: but it 
was impoffible to keep as retired as was defirable,^ 
nor were my motives for it juftiiiable, being only to 
fhun the appearance of a fool, amongft a fet of wife 
and fine folks whom we had at our inn. Indeed, 
a ftate of deep heart-felt mortification has been my 
lot, moftly, fmce I faw you; but as the caufe> 
without doubt, originates in the impurity of my own 
mind, I ought to be thankful for difpenfations fo 
neceflary, though hard to bear: for furely there 
never was any, to whom the fimplicity of truth 
was fo irkfomc, and who caufed themfelves fuch 
deep and hidden confliAs, as myfelf. When one is 

• The northern yearly mcctbg was then held Acre. 
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got CHret» and another approaches, that dtipofitioa 
whicb loves not forrow, but would walk eafilj 
througft lifei is ready, in the. remembrance of what 
it h3S fttffeved, to fay, like die king j»ppotnted for 
ie&m&iony I thought the bitterneft of death was 
ptAi but, (A\ how many ftrokes do I need to 
accompUib this de^l It has been hard for me 
to httvjc tof mind bent under any degree of that 
weight and fuffisring, which are generally neceflary 
to feel, before the fpring is found to be opened, or 
any circulation of divine, life experienced : becaufe 
fle(h and blopd cannot aid in this labour, and, its 
ftrengdb being fet at nought, it wars with the ipcrit: 
in the Ming whereof, I am often ready to faint. 
Qh ! that my feet may ftand hSt in the bottom of 
Jordan } that I may neither flinch from a neceflary 
wadiog of fpirit, nor be overpowered with the floods 
of the mighty deep i an^, sbovt all, that I may be 
preferved from uttering words without life, for truly, 
^ lamaciaidP' 

» ■ " When I wrote you lafl:, my mind was 

indeed in a (ad fpot.; the billows feemed to go over 
my head, and life fdt almoft to be a burden : for I 
could not at diat time, look at our going to White- 
haven without the view of viilting the families, and 
that work appeared fo ungrateful to me, that I couid 
sot bear the thoughts of having any thing to do 
io it» However, I endeavoured to forget it, and to 
coniider, that if the thing were right, it would be got 
through, and that fomebody, better able atid better 
fikiUed than myfdf, would have the burden to bear, 
and the work to do^ and dmt if I got mortified 
C 2 
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with having fomething to do, now and then, tiie 
vifit might be of as much benefit to me as to the 
whole meeting befides. Thus I endeavourecT to reft 
it, when myonind would fubmit to think coolly, on 
the fubjed ; and indeed I had almoft loft rthe painful 
impreffion when we got to Whitehaven, tilt v^e 
both felt it in the forenoon meeting oti ift day, with 
this conclufion, that to yield was the only way to 
leave the place in peace. My mother having pre- 
vioufiy to hei view of this vifit, concluded to have a 
meeting at Maryport on 3d day, found herfetf moft 
eafy to purfue that plan, and accordingly we went on 
2d day afternoon. We found that the right time was 
fixed on for Maryport, and a favoured meeting it 
was, there being much opennefs to labour; indeed 
far more than in fome places where a greater appear- 
ance is retained, but where, it is forrowfully to be 
felt, the mighty are fallen, and tribes are lacking 
amongft them. There are many fuch places in this 
county, as well as in ours ; and under a fenfe thereof, 
we have known a going bowed down all the day 
long. 

After this meeting, we returned to, and proceeded 
in, tht work at Whitehaven. The labours in this 
vifit were of the mortifying kind, and required a 
continual exercife of both faith and patience ; becaufe 
we had generally to fit where the people fat, which 
was often in difmal places : but being, I truft, in the 
right line, it will be made more profitable than could 
then be feen. We finiihed the vifit on 6th day, and in 
the evening there was a meeting appointed to begin 
at five o'clock ;. which was, like all the vifit before, a 
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fuiFering meeting ;, but I hope the rightly concerned 
in that place, will reap the benefit of it} for it was^ 
though painful, a remarkable time. It is with a 
degree of thankfulnefs. I may acknowledge, diat I 
felt in this vifit, a greater refignation to what I 
apprehended was the divine will, than I ever expe- 
rienced before ; and I can, now it is over, cheerfully 
fubmit to the belief, that I was of no ufe, (if even 
preferved from doing harm) but that the thing was 
made ufeful to me, in fubje&ng my own mind, and 
teaching me, by a little more experience, the true way 
to wifdom, which is iirft becoming a fool. This ftate 
of preparation I expe£l to be in, all my life long ; 
but I wifb, (with a fear) that it may be fo abode in, 
as to obtain the prize at laft. Well, this trial is 
over, with being refufed^ reviled, and fought with as 
by beafts at Ephefus; yet thefe are fmall troubles 
indeed, when compared with the enemies of our own 
houies, thathoft of oppofition which is often hard to 
prefs through. This woe is paft, and I pray in my 
heart that another of the fame kind may not foon 
come; for though I was favoured to feel it made 
much eafier to me than I could have expeded, yet 
the work of vifiting families has always, fince I was 
led ferioufly to confider it, appeared to be fo awful, 
and to require the royal fignet to be fo evidently 
affixed, that the fear is grisat, of either moving without 
it, or being concerned in fo momentous a work, wheii 
there is not flrengtb enough to fupport, and wifdom 
to teach.'' 

On their way home, they felt a concern to vifit the 
families of friends at Kendal ; near the condufion of 

C3 
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which, flie fays, *« The fpirits and body fceni both 
ready to foil under the prefent exercife; but we have 
fio reafon to repent engaging with it ; for, thus for, 
\ve have experienced ftrengtfa fufRcient for the day.'* 

Soon after her return from this journey, flie writes 
conc^rhing it as follows : " After many dofc exercifes 
and deep trials, mine chiefly of my awn making, we 
are now enjoying a good degree of peaceful ferenity; 
and though (I think) fufficiently ftripped,yet we fcem 
pretty clear of any painful reflections on the paft 
allotment. 



.Towards the latter end erf the year 1780, ihe 
came under a religious concern to join her friend and 
relative Tabitha Hoyland, in a vifit to the meetings 
of Chefliire, and a part of thofe in Lancaftiire. And 
having the concurrence of the monthly meeting) 
and a certificate thereof, (he fet forward to engage 
in this fervice, in the 12th month. The enfuing 
parts of her letters on the fubjcS, aflFord fome ac- 
count of this journey, and Ihew the fituation of her 
mind, under the profpefk of the work before her, and 
in the profecution and completion thereof. 

, <( Che(hire has long attrafbed my mind» 

and of late more than ufual ; and on my coufiti 
T. H. laying a fimilar concern before me, thofe 
feelings revived with fome weight ; and not without 
a great fear left, (though the impulfe tnight be 
right,) the time and companion might not be in the 
fame appointment : and hence appeared the ncceffity 
of having it heWed and fquared. 
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I << It 19 only in a little ikith that I look 
towards the journey in profpe^ and at the reditude 
of it ; and though I fear it is not equal to a grain of 
muftard feed, yet I think I am thankful for this little : 
and fince it has been received, and the ai&ir men- 
tioned, a degree of peacefubefs and quietude hath 
attended my mind, which is all the light I find upon 
it 3 and which requires fometimes, all my vigilance to 
retain, left the floods from the mouth of the dragon 
fhould overwhelm, and caft away that little ftrength 
that is at prefent afforded ; and inflead^of adding thereto, 
, by devotednefs to be any thing or nothing, leave me 
tofled upon the unftable element, where neither rock 
nor (hore can fometimes be perceived.'* 

— — — " It was not indeed the leaft of my con- 
cern, or rather diflike, to fubmit to the thoughts of 
going to fome places in Lancafbire, which I had in 
view i for, indeed, that feemed not much lefs than 
giving up my life : and this proceeded from con- 
fiderations which I think thou canfl hardly fhare, 
having furmounted many of the difficulties and mor- 
tifications which appear very formidable to me. But 
when we have fuflFered for difobedience, and are 
favoured with a view of the rewards of the faithfuly 
and are likewife convinced of the importance of our 
duties, though ever fo fmall in appearance ; when our 
nothingnefs is fufficiently felt, and our minds im« 
prefled with the awfulnels of the divine requirings ; 
life idelf looks but a fmall iacrifice, and fo reafonable, 
that there is no extufe for withholding it, efpecially 
that inward exiftence which does not co-work with 

ibe life of true religion." 

C4 
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' " From AckWorth, I had a companion 
who imparted fome good and wholefome counfel to 
me, and more encouragement than I could have 
looked for ; but my fecret fitting was in the duft, 
and much gloom feemed to cover my little views. I 
reflefled on the preceding evening, and found its 
enjoyment was then like manna two days old, having 
loft both favour and nourifhment ; and inftead of a 
renewal of the fame, a faft was difpenfed, the caufe 
of which I muft leave ; but it is a painful ohe, and 
if I had felt myfelf before I left home, as I have 
done fmce, it is much if the venture had been made. 
Could I believe that this is any thing like going 
forth without either fcrip or purfe, I fhould perhaps 
be more reconciled. I am thankful that, in every, 
fiate, I have fome degree of the comfortable impref- 
fion, that unity is good ; and though mine is not of 
the moft expanfive kind, yet in a renewed feeling of 
my little, I cannot but wi(h, that we may be fo 
willing to fufFer together, and frequently to go down 
to the potter's houfe, to be there f&lhioned and formed 
cither for vefiels of honour or diihonour, (as may 
beft pleafe him who hath power over the clay) 
that we may alfo experience an humble afcent to the 
houfe of true prayer, and a rejoicing together. My 
heart is too full for words to relieve, but being con- 
vinced that there is a better and more refined inter- 
courfe than this, a communion which, proportioned 
to our obedience, is pure and edifying, I wifh in that 
to remember, and be remembered." 

■ " We went to Lowlayton on 6th day, and 

found there but one family of friends, who carat 
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in by cdnvincement. It was a comfortable place | 
for their fimpHcity and integrity rendered their coC<» 
tage an s^reeable manfion, in which there was nothing; 
painful to be felt. The meeting there, next day, was 
much larger than we looked for, many people in the 
neighbourhood coming in, who by their folid, innocent 
countenances, feemed, I thought, as likely to do us 
good, as we to do them any. It was a latisfadory 
meeting, and afforded fome encouragement to pro* 
ceed. We went to Stockport on 7th day afternoon; 
the meeting on iirft day was a painful, trying one, 
and yet ftrength was not withheld. From Maccles- 
field we came to Leek, and have juft finiflied (ex- 
cept one family) a vifit to the families here. We 
have had eight fittings to day, befides the week- 
day meeting ; which has been clofe work. We are 
hoover (and have caufe to be) thankful, that 
ifarength equal to the undertaking, has been afforded ; 
and though we have been deeply tried, yet, upon 
the whole, I believe, we may acknowledge, that we 
have lacked nothing, and have been much united to 
a few in this place. This work of vifiting families, 
is the lafl I fhould choofe for myfelf, if I might be 
my own choofer i but as it is wrong to defire that 
indulgence, I fee I may as well give myfelf up to 
what spears in the line of duty. 

It is with thankfulnefs of heart, that I acknowledge 
myfelf in a tolerable degree of health, through manv 
diflFerent difpenfations which have fallen to my lot 
iince I faw you ; for there have been experienced a 
wanting, and a fufficient abounding; but I wifli ( 
could add, that in every ftate I have learned to bt 
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content. Great indeed hath been the condefcenfioa 
of him who is pleafed to make ufe of poor> weak 
ioftruments, and, by things which not only appear 
low and contemptible, but are fo in reality, to bring 
to nought, and reduce things that are mountains 
in proiped ; proving to us a prefent help in every 
needful time, and, by his invifible power, ftrengthen* 
ing us when we are ready to faint in our minds. 
And ftill greater, I may acknowledge, hath appeared 
bis wifdom in deeply trying us, or however myfel^ 
with the moft abjed poverty and ftrlppednefs of 
mind ; indeed fo much fo, that I. think I never be- 
fore experienced fuch humility, in a fenfe of myfelf, 
and under the convincing proof, that of ourfelves 
we can do nothing. This is a fituation wherein we 
fee whence all good comes, and the neceflity of caft* 
ing ourielves fo wholly upon the divine arm, af to 
have no confidence in the flefh. No difpeniation, 
however defirable the enjoyment of good may be, 
feems fo much to drive us to the root of life, if we 
endeavour fufficiently to profit by it; and confe* 
quently, none that we ought to be fb thankful for, 
when our hearts are capable of feeling true gratitude: 
for he who knows the weakneis of our frames, and is 
touched with a feeling of our infirmities, fees what 
we can bear, and knows how frail we are. Thus 
have I, in this little journey, been wifely taught^ 
through many trials, to live by faith ; and thiis far, 
in reflediqg on the paft, to own I have lacked 
nothing. But we are abundantly convinced, that 
they who are fent out in this day, to a people who 
have, in a great meafure, forlaken both law and tcA 
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ttmooy, and vrbat H ftiS utorfe, fee not tbeir flates^ 
but are fecure in theiiifelves> have not to eat nuich 
pleafant bread : for I think I may (ay, it hadi oAea 
been our lots to go bowed down all the day long, 
and to mourn in a deep fenfe of the great delblatioa 
which overfpreads the fociety: infinnuch, diat we 
cfeen admire that there fhould be any fent out to vifit 
them, and that the feet of tfaofe that are rightly ihod, 
fliould not more generally be turned to others ; for 
itom thefe, there are the greateft hopes in this county, 
which is likely, in many places, to be left defolate or 
friends who keep their places. We hare, however, 
in a few of die meetings which we have laft attended, 
been agreeably dtfiippointed, in finding more preferved 
or quickened by the life of religion, than we expeded; 
and it hath been our lot to vifit thefe, as well as a 
very contrary fort, by families. A very trying 
woik it hath been, and it is not yet done. In it I 
iiave often lamented, left for want of that Ipirit of 
difcerning with which the prophet was endued, when 
he went to anoint one of the fons of Jefle, there 
fliould not be a right divifion of the word, and thereby 
much harm be done. And under this confideratioiit 
great abafednefe hath attended my mind, and a defire 
that the fleece may be tried both wet and dry. 

We left Namptwich unfiniflied, and hoped, nay even 
refolved, to return to it no more ; but now i have 
to confeft, we are on our way thither* It is however 
« iavour, that^ throogfa idl, we are led to feel and 
iynq)athize one with anocher ; I mean my companioii 
and felf, and that our litde lervices have been harnio* 
niaus } and if we kecy ncsar that preferving am whicl^ 
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hath been with us, I doubt not bu€ this ftrength will 
continue and increafe ; for in unity, if it be of the 
right kind, there is certainly ftrength.*' 

■ <* We got to Manchefter, after a week of 
many probations, which ended better than we could 
have looked for at the beginning of it, when our 
hearts were ready to faint, and the billows feemed to 
tun over our heads, in the feeling of what we had 
already fuiFered, iii remembering the affiidion and 
diftrefs, the wormwood and the gall. Our minds 
were humbled in the profpe^l of an opening field ; 
but I truft it was He who commanded the waves to 
be ftill, that calmed thefe floods, and renewed a 
degree of faith and patience to perievere in the 
tribulated way. What need there is to keep near to 
the fountain of life, and to receive our refrefhment 
folely from it ( becaufe from thence only, arife our 
frefh fprings, and immortal food } which, though the 
bread of adverfity and the water of afflidion, yet 
coming from this fource, is no lefs efficacious to 
the nourifhing, ftrengthening, and building us up, 
than the fenfible union with divine purity. Our 
hearts are very incapable of judging concerning the 
virtue of the difpeniations of providence; we know 
not ourfelves, and confequently, cannot prefcribe for 
curfelves. How paffive then, and how like little 
children, Ihould we be to him that fearcheth the 
heart. But I am often afraid, left, by indulging my 
own ideas of what is good, and not labouring after 
a total refignation of mind, but wanting to have 
things in my own way, I fliould fruftrate the divine 
inteiition) which m^y be .to humble and reduce fel^ 



S A RAH GRUB B. 29 

more than fldh and blood would point out. The great 
meetings diat occur, are almoft overmuch for us, 
and what made it ftill worfe to us at Liverpool, was 
a funeral in the afternoon, and a vaft concourfe of 
people. We little thought when we fixed to ftay 
.over 2d day at Manchefter, that we Ihould have one 
to attend diere, which is the cafe this afternoon ; and 
liow it will be got over, I know not. If we may 
but be fiivoured to be rightly quiet, it is dl we defire ; 
and if we cannot be that, it is certainly our beft 
way, as far as we are able, to take up the crofi, 
and defpife the fhame ;- which fometimes feels greaf^ 
and at others, I may thankfully acknowledge, is in 
a great meafure removed : but then what need there 
is of care not to overrun the guide, and work 
without the power of the word ! Dangers furround 
us on every hand, and our flanding often feems as on 
a fea of glafs/' 

■ *^ With &Asb£tion and pleafure, I have 

lately looked towards home $ indeed with fo much, 
Ihat a fear fometimes ftrikes me, left, in wifdom, 
fome unforeieen afHi(9ion ihould be fent to mode- 
rate it. According to my prefent feelings, I am 
returning peaceful and eafy; and though we have 
mified fome meetings, which I own I had a view of, 
yet it was with a full belief, that they will not be 
laid to my charge. I wifli that we may be diankful 
enough for the fiivours we have received divers 
ways, (Ince we left home ; and, what appears to me 
no fmall one, for the readinefs of my beloved 
connexions, in making every thing as eafy as out- 
ward means can poffibly do, and affording accom<* 
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«iDdadoas, for want of which many lie undsr vcrf 
great difficitktes. The confidention of thefe things 
often a&ds my mind/' 

Bradford^ K^th of\ft mmthy l^$u 
I '■■■I ..!■ <( I diou^t, when we left Muidiefter, 
that it was a fbange thing if we did not return to 
it Again ; yet I had fmce loft the imprdion, fur<p 
dier than wondering why fnch a thought ihoiiU 
Chen have ftruck me ; and even the concern about 
jnaoy meetings which I thought we had miflStd^ was 
b much gone off my mind, (where it had dwelt 
with ibme weight) that I feemed perfedly eafy, under 
the belief that the concern would devolve on mjr 
coopanion, but litde expe<9ied it was fo foon to be 
evinced : far after much fecret ibrrow, which I per#- 
eeived^ but durft not pronounce my apprehenfions 
of the caufe^ flie dlfclofed laft night her uneafiiiefi» 
nd delined to return to the places we palled by, as 
well as to go to (bme others in this county. On 
looking a little ferioufly at it, (indeed not a little^ 
for we bad neariy a fleepleft night) I could not fee 
diat it was kfs than my duty to return with her ; 
fiot only from having had a view of the fiune places^ 
Jbttt as a companion, which, if truly one, cannot 
leave in 4iie day of trouble. I wifli myfdf better 
qualified to ^rmpadiize with her in this trial, which 
is a very great one, and recpiires all the aUeviationa 
that axe in my power to beftow. I bdieve iter 
wiUingneft is now ib great, that, for the purchafe of 
a little peace, fhe would return to all the places, to 
do dte.things which appeared needful, and were not 
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fiiUy joined in with ; but wlien tl&is grett fiicrifioe of 
the will is compietely made, I traft feme nm wifl 
be caught in thf thicket, or fome finaller aStnog 
accepted. 

Home now looks at a great diftance, and I find 
that it will contribute moft to my peace, to think as 
little of it as I weU can ; and if it had been lefs in 
my mind of late, this turn in our affairs, would bj 
me, have been Ie6 felt. We find ourfelves after 
die meetmg to-day, in a very gloomy fituatipn of 
mind, as it was a fuffering time, and we thought left 
tts with the fentence of death in ourfelves ; perhaps 
that we may not truft in ourfelves, which I ardently 
wiih we may be preferved fi-om* We intend going 
to Leeds to-morrow evening; we dread it not a 
little, and this day's work increafes the apprehenfion 
of very great fiiffering 1 but it often fecms bcft to 
leave, or draw the mind firom fiiture trials, and 
endeavour, as well as we can, to bear thofe of the 
prefent day, which are generally found to be fa£- 
ficienL" 

Mancbejier^ 4ih of %dmoHtbj 1781. 

I << Our minds are often bowed down, under 

a fisnfe of dK awiiilaefs of our ei^agements, and 
difinayed at tlK fight; lior need I ixf how dofely 
our time is filled up dierewiih \ for after fitting 
with (even or eight fan^iHes, we are gtneraHj ready 
for reft. I have die very great &tisfiidaDn now to 
iay, that^ except one family, we have finiihed in 
diis place; have had four to-day, befide the two 
meetings,* and tq)ward8 of forty finoe we began, 
with putdng now and then two together. We wem 
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at Stockport on 4^1 day, and had it unexpefledlf 
in our power to pay oiF a fmall debt, which we. con- 
traded when there before* It has been wonderful 
to US) how we have been, and are likely to be, 
turned to places, and thrown in the vmy of doing 
our firft works ; which we cannot but view as a 
mark of divine condefcenfion to our infant ftate: 
indeed it hath be^n manifefted to us, far beyond 
what we could have looked for, in the courfe of 
this journey throughout ; and not lefs fo fince we 
came into this place, where inftru^on hath been 
daily adminaftered from different fources, fome of 
which have proved deeply trying to flefh and 
blood ; but being, I trufl, in the ordering of uner- 
ring. wiTdom, I wifh (perhaps more than I endea- 
vour) to profit patiently thereby, and value the rod 
as well as the ftaff. It is indeed- high time to 
number our bleffings* They are truly many, and 
we cannot fail of feeing and feeling them ; that of 
having the parental care and fcdicitude of feveral of 
our much honoured and valued friends, is not fmall 
in our eftimation.'* 

■ " We are now got to Warrington, and 
are endeavouring to keep ourfelves quiet, and» as 
much as we can, labouring to feel what is the divine 
will concerning us; which, with refpeS to our 
coming hither, hath been much a myftery. The 
profpe£t almofl difiriays us, attended with a fear, 
that vre may, now be in danger of comparing a. 
mountain in the wildernefs, and engage in a fervice, 
for which our flrength is not proportioned ; and fo, 
notwithflanding we have been favoured with divine 
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condefceniion to our ftates heretofore, bring upon 
ourfclves unncceffary trials, and thereby pierce 
our minds, in future, with many forrows* It is no 
finall concern to us to find, with the prefent view of 
things, every qualification wanting for fuch a fcr- 
rice, and our minds greatly ftripped of ftrength 
and clear cKfcerning : and to move without a re- 
newal of thefe, we dare not. When my companion 
firft propofed our return, the evidence I thought was 
fo flrong, that I cheerfully complied; yet feelrngs 
very unlike thefe enfued, even a ftate of deep dif- 
trefs and mortification, when I found we muft turn 
our backs on home, and return from whence we 
came, to do our firft works. Great was our pain, 
firom, I believe, an unfubjeded will; but great 
likewife and evident, . was die operation of the 
divine hand, in judgment upon us for the paft, and> 
no doubt, as a preparation for the future; for it 
never appeared clearer to me, than when under this 
dt^eniation, that for every frefli fervice and work In 
the church, we muft experience a renewed baptifm 
of fpirit, and purification of the gift ; and that the 
more we have of the drofs, or the reprobate filver^ 
the more frequently muft we pafs through the refin* 
ing fire* Notwithftanding I was, fbmetimes, in the 
impatience of my heart, ready to query as the chiU 
dren of Ifrael did, *^ were there not graves enough 
in Egypt, that we are brought hither to die/' yet 
there were times, when aU that was within me, was 
proftrated under the chaftifijig hand, and fought 
that it might not fpare. How preferable is it to all 
fecondary adminiftrations of judgment, when, witb 

D 
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David, we wiih ladiar to 611 into the Lovd's loiMb^ 
than into the hands of man I And fiurel;^ the mom 
we feck to derive our inftruAion and food from tbo^ 
fountain of good, the le(s we Ihall be fubjeA to in- 
firuDientsiI means.'* 

■ ■ ■ ^< 1 never feh mjkU under fuch compli- 
cated difcouragements at any time ; and oh ! that we^ 
may both be enabled to bear thefe fiery trials, witk 
refignation to the divine will> and feek to profit byy 
them, that the fbUe of a weaned child may become 
our experience." 

^-— «— << As I make no doubt it will be accept- 
able to thee to hear from two poor pilgrims, who 
are almoft worn out with things that appear too> 
mighty for them, I juft embrace a little vacant time^ 
to hint how we have fared*} and may in. the firft 
place fay, that the prefent engagement hath beea 
the moft trying of the kind we ever experienced. 
It hath been frequently our lot, to go down as to the 
bottom of the mountains, where the earth with her 
bars was about us ; under this preflure, our minda 
have been fecretly clad with fackcloth and deep, 
mourning, when it has evidently appeared, that the 
pure life of religion is in a ftate of bondage, and that 
it fenfibly utters die language, << I am opprefied under 
you, as a cart with flieaves." To vifit this feed of 
the kingdom, we find to be no Kght matter, eipeci- 
:dly when hid under the briers and thorns, and then- 
plumed with human wifdom. Who indeed is fufficient 
for thefe things ? I often lament, and with reafon, 
that my heart is not more bound to the caufe, and 
more willing to iu£fer for it $ and I fully believe,. 
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that until this is more experienced, there will re^ 
main to be, as there have already been^ many trials 
and affli£lions, which originate not in the divine will| 
for it is ftill a truth, that our greateft enemies are 
dioie of our own houfes, and that to endeavour to 
fubdue tbefe, is our indifpenfable duty. But oh I 
what ftrokes are in wifdom adminiftered to us, tQ 
deftroy that life which hath no exiftence in the di- 
vine purity! and unlefe we be faithful unto this 
death,, we caa with no probability look for the crowa 
immortal* 

We have frequently had to recur to the moving 
caufe of this journey, and, as an additional trial, 
found the feeling fenfe of that withdrawn from us; 
but all the(e things teach us where to place our 
prefent dependance ; and notwithftanding difpenfations 
thus painful have been our portion, we have great 
caufe thankfully to commen^rate the bleffings of 
the divine and bountiful hand, which hath beea 
ilrength in our weaknefs, riches in our poverty, and 
a prefent helper in the needful time ; and hath re-» 
freihed our dropping ipirits, infomuch that, with 
alacrity of heart, we have purfued the path caft up 
for us, and have been &voured to fee the great ne- 
ceffity of pafEng frequently through the furnace : 
and ohl faith my heart, that I may be willing to 
deicend again and again, till He whofe inviiible 
arm fuftaineth iis there^ is pleafed to (ay, << It is 
enougib/' 

> ■ . <« We have naw finiihed, for aught we 
know, our engagement at Warrington. We wound 
up all in this fiunily laft evening } but oh what 4 
V a 
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day was yefterday ! my companion's fituation and 
mine were very different, though both trying, and 
the more fo, becaufe we were not alike led; but 
ftill there is a fecret truft, that we were both in our 
places. The meeting was held at Penketh, and, 
being the preparative meeting, was very large. The 
firft meeting was fo low and painful in the forepart, 
that I was glad fecretly to ofFer myfelf to do any 
thing, if light might but (hine upon my dwelling. 
In this fituation, I foon faw that we had nothing to 
do in that fitting ; but it feemed as if I heard a 
voice, " Vifit the men and women when fcparated, 
for they require different food/' The evidence 
was, I thought, fo ftrong, that I earneftly defired to 
be preferved faithful, however hard it might be to 
the creature, . left a worfe ftate fhould beM me. 
When the meetings parted, I juft requefted my 
companion to feel if it might not be beft to go into 
the men's meeting : her reply was, flie had feen 
nothing of it, but would go with me. This greatly 
increafed the burden that was upon my mind, but 
remembering my recent view and requeft, I durft 
not, after all the favours I had received at the divine 
hand, in our late probationary vifit, refufe a com- 
pliance with this intimation of duty i and finding I 
had a little ftrength, was made willing, with that, to 
become ftill more a fpe£lacle to angels and to men, 
than before in this place.— rl believe I had my com- 
panion's fympathy, but fhe faid flie had nothing to 
do ; which I own, fo difcouraged me with the painful 
apprehenfion that I had been out of my place, led by 
an unfan£tified zeal> or, at leaft, had fo imprudently 
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adminiftered the right thing, that I had already done 
more harm than good ; fo that, though there was a 
covering of good over the women's meeting, and a 
little ability to relieve my own mind at leaft, I fo loft 
£uth, and gave way fo much to thinking myfelf quite 
ipent and exhaufted, that I managed to bring my load 
away with me ; which, added to the mortifying re- 
membrance of what I had done, nearly funk me 
for a time into the deepeft diftrefs. But by endea- 
vouring to keep it to myfelf, (my greateft difcourage- 
ments however) and to recur to what I appre- 
hended was the moving caufe of my doing and leav- 
ing undone, there enfued a little qutetnefs, and a 
fmall, but comfortable evidence, that the offering of 
obedience, as far as it had been made, was accept- 
able ; and that what was omitted, was viewed with 
divine compaiEonate regard to the weaknefs, and 
not wilfiilnefs, of my poor deprefTed mind. And 
notwithflanding we had three fittings afterwards^ 
and my body was almofl as ill as I thought it could 
be, to bear up, yet there felt to me full as much 
ftrength and life as I had found before in this 
place ; and &is morning I feel fo refrefhed with 
the foregoing, and a good night's refl, that I don't 
know that I have a complaint of any fort; only I 
could wifb for a little more clearnefs refpedUng fome 
approaching days. 

Thus I comfortably and thankfully experience, 
that though forrow has come for a long night in this 
place, joy fprings in the morning. When the fun 
of righteoufnefs, in any degree, arifes, and the mind 
feels its rcfrefhing influence, how docs it encourage 

Da 



38 The LIFE of 

to prefs forwardi and to think nothing too hard to 
fubmit to, for this excellent appearance ! but how 
ready, like the difiriples, are we to iblicit that our 
tabernacles may be built here, and that we may not 
defcend into the lower parts of the earth again, there 
to be covered with its bars, and feel ourfelves as 
at the bottom of the mountains ; though it is from 
thence, we are led to look for abetter habitation, and 
to labour that the pure life may arife, and we be 
favoured to dwell with it, though feldom in a ftate 
of dominion : remembering for our inftrudfon, that 
Aaron, the great high prieft, wzi permitted to enter 
into the holy of holies but once a year, for his com- 
mon fervice was in the tabernacle. 

I cannot but look upon this morning, which feels 
pleafanter than many, to be perhaps the opening of 
another tribulating day; for it does not appear a 
tinie for fuch as are, in the fmalleft degree, able to 
be baptized into the prefcnt ftate of the church, to 
eat much pleafant bread: butlwiih I were more 
preferred from thofe infirmities of darkening coun* 
fel, &c. in times of proving, when a gulf feems to 
open for prefent deftrufiion. Oh what a trial, or 
trials of this fort have we had in this place ! but I 
wifh to forget thefe toils, and rather feck for greater 
wifdom to bear the future. It is marvellous to me, 
how things are brought about, that we have had 
views of, but no probability of being efFefted ; and 
particularly with refped to this monthly meeting, 
which I thought I faw, before we fat off from home, 
and often wondered when we were leaving Lan- 
cafhire, how fuch things could be i and fometimes, 
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tm diat account, was ready to odl all ia qiteftton 1 
finding many fuch caufes of ditcouragement, whick 
now feem gradasdly removing." 

Liverpool, 20tb of 2d montby 1781. 
■ ■ ■ tt The fellowfhtp and tendemefs of oar 
friends were never nK>re deiirable, than in theie days 
4>f deq> probation and inftni<flion. Wonders art 
indeed yet mantfefted in the deeps, where, finding 
lihe demonftration of the fpirit and power, even my 
ftrong heart has, to my own admiration, been made 
willing to receive the bittereft of cups } and all tjiat 
is within me, has bowed and done obeiiance to him, 
before whom I have had daily and piercingly to 
abhor myfelf, under renewed, powerful evidences, 
that without the frequent adminiftration of the holy 
Ghoft and fire, and repeaitedly defoending to tiK 
wdhing pool, there is no offering an acceptable 
iacfifioe; and that this muft be a difpen&tion far 
Kfe, if ever any offering is found to be without 
UemiA, which I fear it never wUl : but if preiervcd 
with fpiritud fight, and a neceffary jealoufy over 
myfelf, I fliall, I truft, fo far deem myfelf bleffed.-«- 
How are iiich as move in this line to be pitied ! 
dieir ffanding cannot be better defcribed, than as 
teiflg on a fea of glafe, mingled with fire. But I 
would not fay any thing to difcourage, nor would I 
wilh to be like the evil fpies i tberef<H-e may add, 
that fix>m what I have {een of the good land, attain- 
able at thnes in this work, it is well worth our 
preffing after, and its fruit is fo plealant, that it amply 
refrcflics the weary traveller, I could, yefterd;qr 
D4 
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norning fet my fesd to the truth of this ; but alas ! 
the fcene has fince changed much. 

We were at the monthly meeting at Hardihaw to#^ 
day> for which we have both caufe to be thankful ; 
not becaufe the food was pleafant, but becaufe it was, 
we truft, wholefome ; and this evening we are come 
to this place, to which we fet off in the bitterneft 
of our Ipirits. It looks indeed often to my mind, 
as if a fingular vifitation is renewedly extended to 
our fociety ; but there is a painful fear, that the day 
will pafs over the heads of many ; yet, with it, a 
hope fprings, that there are others who will be puri- 
fied, tried, and made white." 

Torii ^do/^mofttby 1 78 1. 

■ ■■ «< Many of our late tribulations appear to 

me, more and more, to have been in the orderings 
of divine wifdom ; and fuch as have more evidently 
arifen from our unwillingnefs to fubmit to the hum- 
bling power of the crofs, will furely be profitably 
remembered by us, and gradually work that patience 
and pure refignation of heart, which can enable us, 
in holy confidence, to rejoice, and count it all joy, 
when we fall into divers temptations and tribula- 
tions, for the trial and refinement of our faith in 
him, who was made perfe£k through fufFering.-^ 
My mind, has, in general, fince my return home, 
felt a ftate of deep proftracion, and humble gratitude 
to that all-ruling power, which hath, I fully believe, 
helped us in our late engagements, and would more 
eminently have done it, if our minds had borne a 
greater fimiliarity to the paffive clay. Great in- 
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ftruftion arifes in the commemoration' of thefe 
things. To feel our minds centered in a quiet fub* 
miffion to the prefent allotment^ now we are returned^ 
and a willingnefs either to do or fuiFer^ appears the 
moft defirable flate for us, and is what I hope thou 
largely experienceft." 



In the twelfth month, 1781, with the approbation 
of the monthly meeting, (he was concerned in a 
religious vifit, to a part of the families within the 
monthly meeting of Owflwick and Cave. Although 
ber fteppings along in this fervice, were attended 
with clofe trials, yet (he was enabled to perform it, 
with a degree of peace and (atisia£lion ; which ap-* 
pears from her own expreffions on this occafion: 
*' We have got along as well as we could have 
looked for, confidering the prevailing declenfion and 
weaknefs of the prefent day; which in thefe, as 
well as in many other places, widely fpread them- 
felves. Deep fufFering, and a painful exercife of 
mind, are often our lot ; but being, I trufl, in 1 
good degree refigned thereto, they are, at times, 
fucceeded by a calm, and a little evidence, 
that the fervant is not wholly difunited from the 
nailer.'* 

She was engaged, in the ift month, 1782, in a 
vifit to fome families, which had not been vifited 
by the friends who had lately been concerned in 
a family-vifit in that quarter. At the conclufion 
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«f this vifit, flie rcnarks as follows, ^ It was, I 
ikitikj the moft trying fervice of the kind diat 
I ever had any fenfe of; the general unfeeling- 
nefs and impenetrablenefs of the viiited, rendered 
the laixMir aknoft without hope. So greatly departed 
are many amongfl: us, from the virtue of hea- 
venly dew, that it is now deemed by fuch an un- 
neceflary attainment/^ 
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Her Marriage^'^nd yourney into Scotland^ 
Cumberland^ ^c. 

IN the 4th month, 1782, flie was married to her 
friend Robert Grabb, of Clonmel) in Ireland^ 
who had for fome time reiided at York ; to whom 
Ihe was a faithful and tender companion, and a 
fympathizing, flrengthening helpmeet, in die various 
probations of their fpiritual pilgrimage. On this 
fubjcA, the following inftruftive letter, written 
fome months afterwards, appears to be wordij of 
infertion/* 

' " It was an awfid thing to me, to enter 
into this new fphere. I am now blefTed with all, 
and more than I had any right to aik for in it. I 
wifh to number thefe bleffings, and approve myfelf 
worthy of them. Tliis belief ever accompanies my 
mind, that if we wrefl not ourfelves out of the divine 
hand, whofe fatherly care and prote6tion is over us, 
our cup of life will be fo blended, as to prevent 
our fitting down in outward enjoyments. Few and 
fleeting are the days of our pilgrimage 5 and every 
additional experience confirms the fentiment, that 
our folid fatisfadion depends not on our pofTeffing all 
that the unmortified part in us can defire $ for there 
flill remains, in the immortal part, a void, which 
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immortal Aibftance only, can (atisfy. To have this 
fupplied with wholefome food, and every other gra* 
tiiication to ftand fubordinate thereto, is the prefent 
fecret breathing of my fpirit : that fo, the bleffing 
of prefervation may attend us, and patience have 
its perfect work, till the burning of the Lord's day 
hath done its office, and a quiet centre in everlafting 
repoie, is obtained." 

About two weeks after this event, fhe entered on 
a religious vidt to friends in Scotland, in company 
with her friend, Mary Proud ; having previoufly ob- 
tained a certificate of concurrence from the monthly 
meeting. This concern had, for many months, 
dwelt frequently on her mind, and had now ma* 
tured fo, that ihe thought it her duty to engage in 
it, at this time. Her feelings under the view of it^ 
and in the profpe<5l of her marriage, with her re* 
iignation to the fervice, and defires for divine prefer* 
vation and direction, are, in fome meafure^ fet forth, 
by the following extra£ls from fome of her letter^ 
written on thofe occailons. 



^' ' ' " I cannot be on the verge of fuch impor- 
tant, and fome new, concerns, without feeling deep 
anxiety, and many fears : my mind is often fo deeply 
4>ppreired with my prefent load, that I feel continually 
bowed down under it, and not very fit for this employ. 
The mind and body feldom fufFer alone, and' it is 
comfortable to believe, that they are not intended to 
be always, or long, companions. I have not been 
very well of late, which is not to be wondered at^ 
nor is it worth much attention." 
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I ■ " The fentiment thou droppeft rdpeding 
Scotland, is fo exaAly fitnHar to my own, that it 
was like a little ftrengtfa handed in the time of 
need ; and I greatly wifh, if the thing be proved to 
be right, to be enabled to make a facrifice of every 
feMUh inclination ; that my oflFerings and prayers, in 
this one ftep, may be pure and acceptable to Him 
who fees in fecret. But I often feelingly remember 
a faying pf M, Peifley's, that fhe was ^ torn as be- 
tween heaven and earth ;" and it many times h 
matter of doubt, in which I (hall centre. I have as 
much nature as moft, and as great an aptnds to cover 
myfelf with it, and live upon it ) and though to be 
drawn from fuch a fburce, is caufe of thankfulnefs^ 
yet it feems like the pangs of death, and I fometimes 
query, whether my natural body will not fid! under 
the operation. Were it not for, now and then, 
experiencing my ftrength a little renewed, and my 
mind clothed with the quietnefi of that habitation, 
iirtiich the arrows of the archers cannot penetrate, I 
muft have fallen to the oppofition of the enemy in 
myfelf; but when the arm of power is felt to be- 
near, then it is, that we rejoice in the means of our 
felvation." 

<< There is ftill a fecret belief, that the 

gtowth and cultivation of my views refpe&ing a 
northern journey, were by that hand, from which 
I have apprehended my moft important engagements 
have proceeded; and diough it has, for many 
months, dwelt frequently upon my mind, yet I 
^heriihed a belief that it was very hr off; till the 
profped of fettling in a new Une of life drew nearer , 
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and then this diibnt view as bA ajpcoached. It 
was afrefib revived when I wrote to thee laft ; bul 
I wished to try it ftill a little longer, if, in the kind* 
aefs of Him mdio knows my great unfitnefs for aa 
engagement ib importanti my refignation to it might 
be an acceptable £icrifice« Inftead of diis, sho 
weight increafed^. and I found, on complying yritik 
fixne esffly proceedings in another afiair, that my 
peace matenBl)y depended on having thee infiwmed 
•f whaife I had in view ; that thereby this concern 
might kjfcep.pace with the other,'and I attend to what 
may appear te^ be my own buiaiefs, no further than 
sefigyiailion to a liii^erior -fervice was experienced. 
My dear friend knows the neceilily of an entire lur- 
lendes of ourlclves, to what appears, in the pointings 
tf duty,, to be our proper bufinefs^ and of keeping 
our eye as fteadily to &at as we can ; diat foi by its 
iingknefs, we may have light fuAcient for the work 
of our day. And as, without this «^iet attentioni 
we ar« often led into doubts, ftars, and many 
fea(bnings, fo we are frequently found to require 
pfovings of mind, ftrippings^ and many baptifmsi 
in onler to fit us for the ftate in which atone there is 
lafety ; a truly humble, dependant ftate, reduced in 
wirfelves,. and feeldng tlmt honour which cometh 
from God only. 

It is with great awflilnefs I look at the work bo» 
fve US) and under a deep fenfe how unable we are 
0f our^ves, aH all tO' help forward die cauie vidierein 
we defire to be ongaged, or to brin^ honour to 
that name (eidier amongft us as a focie^, or thofe 
who are not of our fold) to which the nations may 
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jat be (eeft to gather. It t» definble^ ho#eymv 
tiiat ouc dweUing maf be deep, that tbe- ymtiiam 
and iaftru£lsoii we receive, may;, though finaB, fae 
pure ; dot if we venttise to move, the doud maf 
fknSUj be taken oiF the tabertiade, and we carefid 
to. foKow the appointed gindc for cor da^s and 
nights, and be favoured, in this day of deep dege« 
neracy, with an evidence, that we have done what 
we eould."^ 

The foUdwing is^ an account of her journey 
through Scotland, &c. taken from a ihort journal 
written by hedel^ and found amongft her papers^: 

<« The twentieth of the fourA month, 178a, I left 
York, with my friend M. Proud, for the ye^ly 
meeting at Edinburgh, intending from thence to- vifit 
the friends in Scotland, Cumbeitand, flio* We wem 
at Tbirik on firft day, the twenty*^rft, where we 
ienfibLy Mt the pure life of reh'gion ta be at a low 
fAby though the proibflbrs thereof are numerous 1 
and'fochas have been anointed for, and employed in^ 
the Lord^s work, dwell amongft them, But thefe 
being only flandard-bearers, whilft diey continue 
exercifed in. the Lamb's war, and prove their loyalty 
to tbe King of king% by dieir carefol attention to 
his pointings^ and. humble walking before him, have 
need to live under aa awfol fenfe of the importance 
ef that fiervice to which they are called : that ic^ 
their fpirits may be kept finrory^ their converfationi 
Ukewife, feafoned with, the heavenly fidt,^ miniftering 
grace to thofe that hear. For want of the Lord*a 
/ervants, or thofo ia die foremoft ranka of the peo« 
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pie, being thus preferved near that power, in which 
dieir life and dieir ftrength coniift, great dedenfion 
has happened to us, as a people $ and thofe who have 
been looking for the fubftantial part of religion in 
diem, have, inftead of finding its influence, received, 
by the lightnefs of the conduS of fuch, a warrant 
for their own propeniities. Under the cbnfideration 
of thefe things, I was aiFe^ied, and JFeeling the 
aptnefs of my difpofition to yield to the like infir* 
mities, I was led, renewedly, to beg for ftrength. 
Notwithftaiiding we had to fuffer With the feed in 
this place, and to behold the breaches which are 
made as in the walls of the Royal city, yet a renewed 
vifitation was exteiuled to many, and efpecially to 
the youth ; and our minds were a little encouraged 
to prefs forward in the work before us, under a frefli 
fenfe of divine regard. 

The next day we ^ left Thirft, and my hufband, 
who had accompanied u$ thus far, went with us a 
few miles further en this day's journey; and after 
we parted, my mind felt a covering of divine 
love to replenifh it with faith and patience ; and, 
from a little fenfible experience, I could thankfully 
fay, with a difciple formerly, " I havfc left all to 
follow thee." And under a renewed fenfe of this 
holy attachment, and of my own unfitnefs for the 
fervice before me, without frequent baptifms of 
ipirit, and the fanftifying power thereof, I was in- 
wardly favoured with fome new inftru6lions, refpecSl- 
ing the office of a minifter of Chrift, and openings 
how to fulfil that office : and thus, I was -led to 
acknowledge^ that he who had called is £iithfu]| 
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add ktf; gc«ce is Aifikieot for ii9» m our depntodAn^it 
is pbced ibereoiH and all coofidonce in ourfelv«a 
reoBiovad. We sttended a meeting on third day» 
and had paialuUf to feel the ftate of tkinga amoi^ft 
them; and it appeared clear to oay mind^ tbit the 
vrork was iA the Loid^s hands^ aad that he will, in 
hia Qwa time> make manifeft the Uddca thii^ of 
darkne&; when thofe that retain a little life amongft 
thea^ will be enabled to renew their ftref^tb> and 
ihew thsmiUves on the Lord^s.fidei though their^ 
nunbers may be £sw. We were favoured^ in fome 
degree^ to relieve our own minds, and left them that 
afternoon* 

The next day we were at, a meeting whicb^ for' 
Ame time^ was a painful iitting> under a fenfe that 
the leaders of the people caufed them to err» and 
were cryii^^ ^ ^ ^^d of the Lord>" when tke 
trord had not fent them. But after experiencing 
fomething of the baptifm unto death, with our 
holy High Prieft, we were favoured to feel die 
tefurref^OA of life; in which, judgment was placed 
fwi the head of the tranfgreffiog nature, and the 
;iunds that were defirous to know fomething of the 
work of rdigion for themfdves, were pointed to the 
means of redemption from fin* From thence we 
went to NewcafUe, and were at their week-day 
meeting on fifth day, where truth m'eafurably pre* 
vailed. On iixth and feventh days, being the 
twenty-fixth and twenty-feventh of the month, we 
travelled from Newcaftle to Kelfo,.and were at 
the meetings there on firft day, which are very fmall 
E 
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tf friends, but many others came in, efpecially ill 
the afternoon ; and though, at firfl-, they appeared 
rude and ignorant, yet the power of truth, in which 
the authority is felt, rofe fo into dominion, that it 
became a folemn opportunity. And thus we had frefli 
caufe to obferve, that it is only by divine ftrengthj 
that we can run through a troop, or leap over the 
Walls of oppoiition. 

On fecond day we went to Edinburgh, where, on 
third day we refted, and on fourth and fifth attended 
the yearly meeting, which was but fmaU, there being 
very few members of our fociety of that nation then 
prefent^ There were fcveral Who, through the negleft 
of chriflian difcipline, think they have a claim to 
the fociety, as being the offspring of friends $ others 
were like the Philiftines, in whofe hands the ark of 
the teftimony is fallen, and efteemed by them as a 
contemptible thing} there were alfo prefent a number 
of ftudents from diftant parts, whofe parents are not 
only members of fociety, but fome of them ufeful 
therein. On account of all thefe, oar minds were 
painfully exercifed : and notwithftanding the public 
meetings were large, and owned with divine favour, 
in covering thefe ailemblies with a degree of holy 
awe, and the minds of fome of his fervants with 
gofpel power atid authority: to declare the way of 
life and iaivation ; yet through all, the fenfe of deep, 
hiflden, as well as flagrant corruption, fo imprefled 
my mind, that I was led to believe, truth will never 
profper in this place, lior the excellency of it ap- 
pear unveiled, till, not only the branches of the cor* 
rupt tree are cut off, but the root fo dug up that the 
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mneihbrance thereof may rot ; and then, there is 
a hope that the prefent planting may be watered, 
the ground renewedly cultivated, and fruits appear^ 
tx> the praife of the great Huibandman. Deep dif- 
couragement attends the Lord's exercifed fervants 
In this day, ^en labour is added to labour, bap*, 
tifm to bapcifin, for tRofe that are dead in trelpaflea 
and fins, and for thofe that are unacquainted, in 
their own experience, ynth the glad tidings of the 
gofpel ; fo that, if they were not at times fefrelhed 
with a little bread handed in fecret, and their evi- 
dence confirmed, that the foundation of God ftands 
fiire, having this feal, that the Lord knows them that 
are his, they would be ready to faint in the work» 
and to fhrink in the day of battle, when the arrows 
of the archers furround, aind the fpirits of the peo* 
pie are oppoiing found doArine, and crying '^ pro« 
phefy unto us ihoooth things." But I have had fre- 
quently of late, under thefe difcouraging views, to 
remember the prophet when he mournfully exclaim- 
ed, << I ^have laboured in vain, and fpent my 
flrength for nought 5" yet recoUeding himfelf in 
holy confidence in, and intereft with, invifible and 
divine juflice, he added, ** but furely my judgment is 
with the Lord, and my work with my God." From 
fome neceflary baptifms of mind, and renewed evi- 
dences that this is enough for any true minifter of 
die gofpel to defire, I have been led awfully and 
humbly to implore increafing ftrength and ability, 
to walk before that gracious eye that fees in fecret, 
without fceking the praife, or regarding the ccnfure, 
E 2 
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of flwn who are not cnrcvmci&d in heart wid caf% 
and trtio ctumot difeern, or ralue^ foond nac<»»ft 
demnable words^ but ivanC dieir icnfaal wifdon and 
deprared ideas ghitifod with the dEvhmtioDS of nieO^ 
and approbation of themltlYes, 

We had an exetcKmgf clofe> and ftardiing oppov^ 
titnity on fifth day erentng, (after the pttbUt taotU 
ings were cfvei) with thofe under proftffioa with vm^ 
and particularly Ae ftudeats) to whom divine regard 
ivas eminendy maniiefted, and a powerful caH ex^ 
tended, to dofe in With the prebnc vffitalion and 
day of fatvation that is offered ; whereby tficy wouU 
be redeemed from that wifdom Wfaicb feparatet tfacnl 
from the pure fear of Ood, and the tree of immortal 
lifef and alfe preferved from going down to dit 
chambers of deach^ by falling In with thofe Iharea 
and gilded pollutions, with which the unWttuied 
enemy of our {ouh is (eeking to entrap and defile «$• 
Their minds were fenfibly afftaedy at that time^ 
under the power of truth y and he wh^ was pleaAd 
thus to influence thort fpiritt, is rioiie able t^ pfo^ 
•he workr* 

It k difficdt fb fitpprefs a Mbtakf tcfyMtf you^g 
of oar fociety being ient to complete their educa* 
lion at this place ; which is, that the advantages of medi- 
cal improvement are, beyond all compariibn, outbal- 
anced by tlK pemicions principlei of infidelity whieb 
ore imUbed there. Several young perfiMls, rdigiooi^ 
jhopefiil at the time of comaMneing their ftodie^, havo 
returned from thence deeply poifoaed in their religious 
principles; and fome who have not been altogether 
flain in the eonteft^ have, it is fbared, become fi> much 
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Tke next moroLag vm weat to KirMdic» (by 
QuieiKn's Ferry) where we lad a meetu^ with the 
town*s people, feme of whom behaved weU^ the 
glad tUii^gs of the kingdom were ^ceached^ and a 
iatififsuSorj meeting it wa$« From thence we went 
Ibat evening one ftage further, jmd puipoki next 
day for Montirofe, fiarty-nine milps. The iirft fbge 
ifk the morning was to Caupar in Fife* where we ielt 
a confiderahle opennefs for a meeting, but havii^ too 
Wich, in our o|vn inclination, fixed our work for 
^s day, w^ put by this fimple feeling, and thought 
tkit, if way opened) ve would give up tp it in our 
W^i»r9* A few hours conyinqpd us that our plans 
w^r^ friifti9te^i for when we arrived at Dundee 
Fisrry^ we Sound ourfelves about half an hour too 
]^ for the tide, to that our borfes could not he 
tabsn o¥er till about the lime in the evening, at 
which we Jhoyld have been diere, had we flaid and 
had a meetMig at Coupar in Fife* From Dundee 
ve went to Aberbrotbick, which we left next morn^ 
Uig for MontroTe, wfaei^ we ivul a meeting in the 



woanded, as to endanger Aeir going halting all their 
days. It is of unspeakable importance for parents and 
guardians ifoHdly io confider^ in their dilpoAl of yooth^ 
the danger not only of this, but of every other expofed 
fituatibQ in life, Nq profeffional advantages or ^uaK* 
fications whatever, can be pat in competition with the 
loTs or injury of that pure faith and principle, which it 
oar unerring gttide« our fbpport, and comfoit through 
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evening widi the town's pebple, who behaved 
well, and to whom divine regard was powerfoHj 
manifefted. 

From hence we went to Inverbervy, a Kttle {esL^ 
port between Montrofe and Aberdeen. Here We 
found we could not get away, without a meeting^ 
amongft the town's people, which was readily pro- 
vided for, and a very folid company attended ; whofe 
minds feemed like the good ground cultivated by 
the divine hand, for the reception of the feed of the 
kingdom. Divine aid was eminently extended to 
us, and to the people, and we were led, publickly 
and fecretly, to return the gratitude of our hearts to 
him whofe works alone can praife him, and who, in 
infinite wifdom, after thefe favoured opportunities, is 
fometimes pleafed to lead his poor, weak fervants, 
as from the holy mountain, and from tailing the 
animating wine of the kingdom, into the wildernefs; 
and to caufe them, like their Mafter, to experience 
fomething of the forty da3rs faft, and the power of 
the Tempter; that fo, their own inability may be 
proved, their humble confidence renewed in the 
divine arm, they drawn from having any confidence 
in the fleih, and taught not to live by bread alone. 
From hence we proceeded to Stonehaven, and &t 
with the few friends there, in whom the life of re-, 
ligion is weak. We went to Aberdeen that even- 
ing, and next day had a clofe time with the friends 
/ there. The fame afternoon we reached Old-Mel-^ 

drum, and next day fat a 'meeting with them, whepe 
we found we could not get away without fitting 
in the families, and having a publick meeting witl^ 
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llie town's people ; the firft we fet about the &me 
day, and had a iatisfadory meeting with the people 
in the evening. We found things very low amongft 
the friends, but a comfortable hope, that of the 
youth would be raifed up fuch as would be quali^ed 
to fupport the caufe of truth, which is ready to fall 
itk the ftreets, and the principled thereof almoft 
forgotten by thofe that profefs them, particularly in 
departing from the plain language, and lofing the 
diftinguifhing marks of their profeffion ; whereby the 
crofs is evaded, and the people's minds are become 
like the high-way ground. 

We iinUhed at Kilmuck the vifit to the families of 
that meeting, and went from thence on feventh-day 
evening for Aberdeen, where we flaid the next day. 
My companion attended the meetings, where (he had 
good fervice^ and many people of the town came in* 
J had been unwell for fome time before with pain in 
my face and teeth, which bad now fo increafed upon 
me, with freih cold, that, feeling no particular draft 
to the friends or people, and fcarce being fit to move^ 
I ftaid in the houfe that day, in order to uie fome 
means for recovery, which were not inefTciSlual, and 
next morning we fet forward for Urie. Here the 
friends of Stonehaven met us, but it was a painful 
opportunity, and little of the divine life to be felt. 
We reached Montrofe in the evening, and next day 
went to Aberbrothick, where we ufed fome means 
to obtain a meeting ; but they not being elFeflual, 
we were eafy to leave the place, and went forward 
Wthout any other meeting in the way, to Edinburgh) 
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^ere we arri^d on fifth day evening, the fikeenth 
<rf" tte month,* The next evening we reached 
Kelfo, and Morpeth on the feventeenth, from whence 
We went next morning to Ncwcaftle to breakfaft. 



• From Abcrbrothick (he writes thus to a friend :— 
^' The minds of many of the people in this land fecm 
preparing, like the good groond» to receive, in child- 
like Simplicity, the ingrafled wofd ; and though it maj 
he long before fmics appear, yet if thofe that oome this 
way, follow the £mple openings of truth, in their ftop- 
pings at places where there are no friends, and get 
baptized into the ftates of the people, it appears clear 
to us, that fnch will be inftrumentel in hclpmg forward 
the light of the perfba day of the gofpel, which hat 
dawned sn many of thefe parts : but it is under prefent 
chaftiiement ^r negle^ of duty, that I acknovvledge 
we have not fuffi^iently trod this path. One material 
cmiflion the week before laft, has laid a foundation for 
repentance through this land, if not through time, unlefs 
our Mailer ibmetime fend us again to pay debt and in- 
tereft ; becanfe, from that one negled have pipceoded 
many entanglements, and preventions of doing right. 
"We have great caufe to believe and acknowledge, that 
the divine aid which hath been aHbrded, ps^rticularly in 
this land, hath been great ; and though it may have been 
chiefly on account of the people, yet gratitude hath 
covered our minds for it, ^nd it occaiions us to feel more 
4eeply any want of faithfolneis.'' 

The following letters wese written a few days afxr her 
getting out. of S^tland. 

'Mt is a favour when we are at liberty to fed one 
another, in the cementing bond of .pure love and un- 
changeable fellowfhip ; for, really, in journeys of this 
kind, our minds are often fo ftripped of fatisfadHons like 
thde, that inftead of feeling a^ if we belong to any 
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and attended hoth their tneetifigSi in ifrfikh we had 
<leep) feardiing, but heneft labour ; and a degree of 
-quietade, refignation, and ferenity of mkid, clafed 
the day* 

body, or have any outward (bufce of comfort, the 
tele of the pdkan in the wildemeft feeos noft finiHar 
to onn ; 4nd» no doubt, for wife ends» onr aund^ aie 
thud clothed with abiba&dnefsy and ieparated fma do* 
aieflic bkffii\gs : for our eye then bei^g iingle* and we 
confidering ourfelves fervant3 that have need to watch 
«very pmnting of the Mafter, we are in the greater 
^knefs to receive that divine light, in which, and by 
wfaioh only, every ftrvioe in :the chiuch can be rightly 
accomplifhed." 

■* " We are convinced it i» right for thofe who 
go into Scotland, to go without plans, or fixed times for 
things, and iimply to attend, day by day, to the open- 
ings of troth* giving up their time freely, and coniiider* 
ing them£blves in no refpeA their own. Such as thua 
faithfully vifit Scotland^ and get deep enough in their 
minds to bri^g up fuch weapons as will penetrate the 
minds of the people, and reach the divme ii&, rather 
than aim merely at convincii^ the judgment* will have, 
I am perfuaded, great fervice in that land, and find the 
free dedication of their time to be an acceptable facri- 
ficc." 

■ ** We have now got as into pur own camp, 

where cIoTe painful labour is often our lot ; which being 
almoR continual, ^nd without apparent eftdb, we ate 
fbmetimes ready to ihrink from the work* and turn our 
iaces homewardt c^nfiderii^g ourfelves^ in every Sjodc of 
the word, usprofimble fervants. But I have thus fiu* 
found, that when we have been £> ^ednced^ as hath been 
the cafe, that we durfi not look for great things, divine 
ftrength hath been moft adipiniftered* and the bleflsng^ 
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The next day we refted, and on third day were at 
Shieldsi fourth at Sunderland, fifth at Benfieldfidey 
fixth at Newbiggin, feventh at Aliondale, firft at 
Aldfton, and fecond at Cornwood : at all whicb» 
the tffeSts of an inattention to the unerring fpiritual 
guide, were deeply felt by us; and, from place to 
place, our fpirits were pained in viewing the declen- 
fion and defolation which have ipread themfelves, 
even amongft the foremoft clafles of the people ; fo 
that fome of thofe who have appeared as fhepherds 
over the flock, have been overtaken therewith, 
fmitten by the hand of the enemy, and proved their 
difqualification for fervice; whereby many that knew 

that attend our thus dwelling in the deeps, 'have been 
couched under thefe feelings ; and the fpirit of difcem- 
ment hath fo proceeded therefrom, that we have had 
humbly to admire the dealings of the divine hand, which, 
by reducing his fervants, exalteth his own caufe. When 
iblf is mod brought down» there b leaft an^ety about 
the fruits of our labour ; they are left to the great Huf- 
bandman, who caufeth the rain to defcend on the juft, 
and on the unjuil; and fureiy it is enough for us to 
experience our meat and our drink to be an obedience to 
the will of our heavenly Father : for thereby, we get 
food that the world knows not of, and feel ourfelves 
bound to his truth, though many uiay forfake it. We 
are reconciled to fuffer therewith, feebg with an eye of 
faith, that notwithflanding the declen£on amongft us, 
the fmiting of the fhepherds, fome in being happily 
removed from the evil to come, and others by the hand 
of the enemy, and the fcattering of the Iheep, yet th,e 
promife will be fulfilled, upon the little ones : and the(c 
keeping to their Judge and Lawgiver, (hall with the La^i^ 
fxpericn^ a viftory." 
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not the fure foundation, but whofe eyes were fixed 
upon man, and whofe walking was circumfcribed hj 
the appearance of others, have been fcattei^ from 
the place of true feeding, and thus want an anchor 
to their fouls in the time of trial. This the fplrit bf 
truth would have amply fupplied, had it been mude 
the ohjtSt of their relearches, inflead of the honour, 
, the wtfdom, and the complicated gratifications of 
man in his depraved flate. But in the courfe of thefe 
meetings, particularly at Newbiggin, Allondale, and 
Cornwood, we felt an evidence that die divine 
promife will be fulfilled upon the little ones, and 
that there are of this number, who, if they keep 
faithful under the preparing hand, will be raifed up 
to be fbuidard*bearers in the work and houfe of 
their God. But oh the danger of even thefe, that 
have been feveral times dipped as in Jordan, not 
abiding the day of further trial, wherein nothing but 
the pure gold will ftand ; becaufe the fiery baptiim 
of the fpirit, is fo fuperior to every thing but what 
Is of its own durable nature, that whatever has been 
mixed with it muft, in this tefl, be fwept away; 
that the veflel which is formed of the refidue, may 
be fo pure as to be entitled to the infcription of^ 
« holinefs unto the Lord." 

' As it is for want of diis patient dedication of 
heart to the operation of trudi, that many vefTels 
amongft us have been little better than founding 
brafs, or tinkling cymbals to the peoj^e, having no 
authority from that of which diey fpoke, nor dif- 
covering an alliance to the mafter by following hit 
l^ly pattern, my heart has been led fervently t% 
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ifoplore for myM£, and for a number of thflfo, t^ 
wbom I Mt united in o«ur heavenly Father's Imcp 
tjbat whatfoever nuqr be die fufferings of the priefeni 
dla7» and b^wfoever ooe may bll on one hand, ao4 
another on another^ our eye may be fiixed on the 
Sock of our &xtngAy and onr fekh fo replenUbedt 
that though the feet may be placed as in the very 
ix>ttom of Jordan, we may not flinch therefrom, nor 
ibek ao eaiier padi than that which the wreftling ie«4 
pf Jacob have ever trod ; nor have any greater joy 
€tmk to be united by an exercile of fpirit to pur ho}y 
Head, ^i^iether in fiiffecing or in rejoicing* We 
had, in all thefe places, the renewed affiftance of that 
Q>irit which helpeth our infirmities, teacheth how to 
pray and travail in ^iri^ and how to minifler to the 
ftates of th^ people ; whereby fome of the hiddm 
things of darki^efe were fcarched out, the firayed of 
the flock invited to (be fold, and the little travails 
ing remnant were encouraged to go forward og 
their way. 

We had an uniting leafon at Cornwood, in that 
pure ioUowihip of fpirit, which fupplieth eycry 
«Bembej: in the body with frefti vigour to perform itf 
fon^on. From.hencp, with OHr fiends M* J* an^ 
J. W. we went to a meeting inCumberlaad : it was 
f time of deep exercife of mind, but in iaithfoineia 
thereto, the power of truth role into dominion, ^ 
we had reafon to hope it was a profitable time t^ 
idivers. We left this place, and in the afternoon 
were at another meeting which was, for a timeji 
|)ainful beyond defoription i but by an hnmble wjutv 
jng, it w^ di&overed tb^t the ^ople ii^rf M wi|h 
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« vnfoanA ttiniftcj^ tint die ark itas takm 
the hands of the uncifCuincHedi and thai: therr iiM 
« laiBdier who lored to hafv h ib% The pewtr aaA 
authority of truth arofe^ bjr whkfaipe intre emMai 
to pfaM3e|adgnient on dnt l|>kit, which was feddog 
Id fiipport the teftknoi^ wkh tta^aaifieA handbt 
aad to have Aeir hoaoiar foai men, forgeitfa^ that 
hol^ anolfttfiig and i^epamtion of hearty wher eby 
the Lord heeomcs tmSH&ed in all thefe that disw 
High uAto Urn ; and the hrcad that he gives dMm tn 
break receives a blefing upon i^ in that it ihaQ not 
be voidy hot prove a vififatton of bis love to thofe 
to whom it is fent^ whether they will hear or for* 
bear. Hare we had afreih to obferv^ that wheat 
miaiflers maintain tiieir inward exercife^ and keqp 
near to their gifts> the fphrit of true Akemmeatp 
wlddi fearcbeth aU things, is not wannng to piov^ 
from the line in which it leads dienif the nOkud^ 
of their miniftr/ to the living and wife in heart i 
who judge not by tiic fight of the eye, or did 
hearing of the ear, but by the unerring evidence of 
troth, which remains to be the frvoui of life unto 
life. Our minds were thankful, under the frefli fenfe 
of divine favour and ftrength, in behig found worthy 
to fuffer with the fufiering feed, and with the little 
remnant that are thus exercifed, and who belong to 
tfais meeting : to thefe, though they are weak, the 
bread of encouragement was broken. 

Next morning we fet ISarward, and on our way, 
I reeeived an account ftom my hulband, who was 
then in London, of the death of his father, and 
that he purpofed going over with tbt friends who 
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bad attended ifae yearly meeting, to accompany hi* 
fifter, and to pay a vifit to bis mother and friends^ 
on this aSeSdng occafion ; reafons with which my 
judgment led me to coincide, diottgh I felt myfelf 
deeply affeded with fo unexpeAed a circumftance i 
and liaving received a letter, conveying (birowful 
intelligence on various fubje«^ I was ready, witk 
die additional concern of the important fcrvice in 
which we were engaged, to fink under the general 
preffuie of my mind. But, in this (ituation, I had 
freih caufe to itcur to that divine and invifible arm 
which drew me out } and in the feeling whereof I 
could then (ay, with a degree of holy confidence, 
^ Lord, I have left all to follow thee," to that ftation 
into which I apprehended myfelf called, though 
but a child, and to nothing ihort of a difciple of 
the Lamb, to fight under his banner, and to prefer 
his work to every gratification or concern of my 
own. I found it was an eafy thing to £iy, I wilt 
follow thee wherefoever thou leadeft ; but when our 
fidelity is tried with crofs occurrences in our natural 
feelings, united to the firefli painful fenfe, that die 
foxes have holes, &c. then are we ready to (brink, 
and defire that the cup may pafs from us, forgetdng 
that all muft be left to the great Difpofer of all 
things ; that fo, with holy confidence, our refolutions 
may be, ^^ though thou flay me, yet will I truft in 
thee.'' Under this difpenfation, I was afrefh ftripped, 
and became a fuppliant at wifdom*s gate ; where, I 
found I had nothing to receive for my help, but a 
patient fubmiffion to the divine will, and renewed 
ftrength, fimply and fingly, to wait, not only rer 
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tpttSdng ctrcnmflanccs rdadng to my ibcial con* 
cerna, but in die line of my religious duty^ and in 
the cxerciie of die gift i feeing thit it is only wiiea 
die eye is fingle, that die body is full of light. 

We attended die next meeting, which for 4i dme 
IMS inexpreffibly dark and painful; but being engaged 
fieffvendy to travail for the refurredion of life, we 
had reaewedly to acknowledge^ that our I^Kxirs 
wsre blefTed, and ftrengdi afforded for that time^ to 
awaken a number from a ftate of fpiritual death, and 
to fhew them the deplorable fituadons diey were in. 
We proceeded to another meedng, and on firft day 
attended both the meetings there; in die firft of 
which we were enabled to relieve our minds from 
die weight which, in the forepart, deeply affeAed 
us, and it was a ume of renewed &vour. Numbers 
will not hear either the Mafter or the lervant when 
found dodxine is delivered unto them : but the 
moft fine gold becoming changed, and they remem« 
bering fomething of the work of the Refiner, but 
not keeping under it themfelves, are making fome- 
whs^ for the people which is fpecious, and feeds dieir 
itching ears, but which at the fame dme is putdng 
death into the pot : fo that for want of thofe diat 
bear, recurring to the witnefs for God, the true fpirit 
of , prophecy, the feed of the kingdom becomes 
fiii^ed, and total infenfibility enfues; a ftate over 
which,, in this county, we had deeply to mourn* 
The meeting in the afternoon was filent, and our 
minds preferved in great refignadon. 

On 34 day following we went to Moorhoufe and 
Kirkbrid^ on 4th were at Wigton and Bolton, on 5th 
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u Btxlfoak aftfi at Marjpcirt, md oafA at AUoidq^ 
attd BrQughtoiu The dofaadla of the exsitctfs » 
meetifngSy ^ad ta travcUing^ \ad b j thi» Utae frnfiU^ 
afFefied or roducod.our ftircagth and ipintai but 
xefting cm 7th day.with a friend hdped to rsftorr 11$ 
a little: jH the wounded and captivated ftate of at 
as a people^ and cfpeciallj in this countjc^. rrndcf&a 
Itttle pirefisnt rcfl^ like the. eating of the pafioFcr 
with bitter bei bs : for how can the icrvant rejoica 
where theMafter leigns not* 

On ift day we fitt with the friends atPardihaWy 
where divine regard waa reaewedlj extended to us 
and to them, in opening the boolc of His hiw> and 
difcovering the tra<i%reffions of the prafeflbrs thereof* 
The fiune evening we rode to .Whitehaveay aai 
bad a meetiog there the next day the loth, urtiich 
was painful s. but a little opprefled remnant were 
ftrengthened : for which thankfiilnefs ought to arifi^ 
and gratitude cover our ipirits, notwithftanding we, 
aa die poor fervants and oiF-fcouring of all things^ 
are often ahafed under the fenfe of our own nothing- 
neis,. and of our omiffions and commifiions ; for oa 
tfaeie the compaf&onate eye of the Matter condeicenda 
to looky when we fee ourfelves, and are proftrate 
before hini» under the fenfe how liable we are U> 
iwerve to the right hand or to the left, from the 
clear and pure openings of truth in our religious 
iervicet, without a clofe attention of mind thereto. 
This requires a previous flrippednefs and baptifoi 
of fpirit} that our own a^ivity may be reduced, and 
Juljeded to the Power that quickeneth and giveth 
lifit^ and that) likewiic^unprofitable timtdtty and frar 
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of tnan, may become fe remoired, that we catt, with 
^nglenefs and refignation, depend foldy upon the 
iimple revelation of the dtvine will. For though it 
is needfiil for our refinement, and fitnefs for fervice^ 
to be clothed with the fenfe of our weaknefe, and 
the infuftciency of our wifdom and difcernment in 
the myfterles of the kingdom, and in performing the 
Jeafr work for the fpirf tual building ; yet on this, 
when called to lid>our, our eye (hould not be fixedv 
but reft, with fiuth, on die invifible arm of divine 
power ; that being in a fituation ready to receive 
hetp from it, we may be therewith content, and 
favoured with that bleiEng which renders acceptable 
the fmalfeft offering, or the bread that may be com- 
pared but to the barley loaf. 

We went to another meeting, where things arc 
very low, fome of the members being fo weak as to 
let fidl Ibme of the fundamental principles of our 
profeffions whereby the few that are faithful are 
opprefled with the feed, and are ready to fink under 
difcouragements, and alfo with fome appearances in 
the miniflry, concerning which we felt no anfwet 
of life as unto life. Here we lodged at the houfe 
of our valuable friends J. and B. D. who next day 
accompanied us, with fome other friends, to Kefwick, 
where we had a pretty large and iatisfadlory meeting 
amongft the town's people. On fifth day -the 
Airteenth, we attended the week-day meeting, 
and monthly feled meeting at Greyfouthen, where 
gracious condefcenfion was eminently extended to 
us, and to the members thereof; and we parted with 
many of our friends on that ftde, in much affefHonate 
F 
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feUowAiip, and fympadiy witli each odier't tiM 
ihuaftioiiSy afifiog from the deep deckofian and defi>«> 
lacion which widely fpread o^r us as a peoiple* 

Next morning we rode to Ifell meetingt in a very 
ftormy tempeftuous day, fo much fo, that the fraendi 
belonging to the meeting dnrft not venftvre 090^ 
except three meii) for whom, in a cold dasip meet** 
ing*houre, we waited in our wet doatbs tb^er 
quarters of an hoiur^ having no better ajscoainpda^ 
tions for ourlelvts .or hories, Aan a hare flielter fipooi 
the heavy rain thai fell here. We &t down with our 
guides, and the few that came^ Beady to conclmic 
that, under thefe circninftances, it would be an 
unavailing attempt to have our minds properly ftayed; 
but he who mercifully condeicends to vifit At two 
or three that g^her in. his name, was pleafed emi* 
nently to own us that day. I remembered, and had 
to open the paflage, ^ BleiTed is that fervant that 
watchethi and keepeth his garment, and who, when 
his Lord cometh, is found ready. '^ It appeared to 
my mind that all thofe who hav* enliaed under the 
fptritual unconquered Captain, have received a 
mark thereof, a diange of heart, an awful covering 
of fpirit, a loving of one another, and means whereby 
fuch might ftand in readinefs for the word of - com<« 
mand ; and that therefore the peculiar UeiBng of tbe 
divine hand refts upon thefe faithful fervants, ^o 
when not ai£lually in fervice, fo remember their 
office, as to be fit, when called thereto^ to flep into 
it, and move only in that raiment, and with that 
armour, vi4iich the mailer gives them. For want of 
this watchful attentive care, in times of witbdrawing. 
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mmity amongft us, nrfien there has been an owning 
fcr UApouF) Jiave aot btM found ready, nor Bppe&fti 
iportkjs to advocate the beav^nly cairfe ; and thus the 
maxbite has not been maitttained, but the battle is 
rttaided, ifracd <alb before his enemies, and the 
accurftd thing ie in the tribe of Judah. 

At the cloffo of this meeting, where mj mind had 
bten led to centre to a quiet dependance on the 
tmUileA evidence of the divine wiH, afkr fome days 
ef deep probation, and frequent defertion <^ fpirit, 
the itfsrefiud paffiige, «< bieflfed is ^t fervant, &c/^ 
poweffcdly revived and fpread before me, and, with 
a vwae intdiigiUe to my fpiritual ear, applied it to 
iBjpfisif; which introduced Aich a calm over my 
mand, and foparadon from the natural feelings 
ifaercof, as I never before experienced. Under this 
fatfe, I concluded it was the laft meeting I (hould 
ever be at; that die dedication of my hearti and 
feme affli6Uve dtfpen&tions that were paft, had 
proved acoqitable, and that now there was no ob-» 
ftru&ioii to my final difiblution, nor an attachment 
in me to any thing below : a fituation of mind fo 
different fron what I ufually felt, when I have 
feand that the dofenefs of my oonne<%ions had the 
^ifoendency over my love and travail of fpirit for 
the canie of truth, that I wondec«ed at the change. 
I looked towards my friends, iaw fome of them in 
thejr places, and fediag myftlf in hiy own, without 
a cord to break, I apprehended that, in a very little 
time, I fliould be gathered to that eternal habitation 
of TtStj whereinto I never before (6 fenfiUy entered^ 
and of which I had never fuch a foresafte. k waa 
F a 
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nothing that elated me, my natural ideas were dor* 
maot, but what I experienced feemed folid fubftan-^ 
tial truth. After the meeting broke up, and I wae 
making the neceflary preparations for proceeding to 
the next meeting, there was no interruption to my 
mind, tili riding along the road, with a fre0i 
Ewfiil application to the Lord, and breathing that I 
might not reft too much under this impreffion, and 
that if there was any other end to anfwer thaa 
what I had feen, it might be difcovered; left by 
looking too much at an opening (o comfortable to 
myfelf, I ihould be in danger of negleding a con- 
tinued exercife of fpirit, and the iervice I might be 
called to from place to place; and thereby render 
that which was intended a blefing^ a block in my 
¥^y^ in preffing after fo defiraUe an end as had 
opened therein : thus waiting to fee further the way 
caft up for me, I thought I clearly difcovered, that 
it was a mark of divine regard at that time extended, 
in order to ihew me the excellent ultimate eSeSt of 
what I had had to open to others, and the need 
there was for me to attend to it myfelf, during the 
courfe of my own pilgrimage ; and alio to remove 
ftn idea, that the ties of nature are fo interwoven 
with my attachment to eternal excellency and purity, 
that the feparation muft be like the furnace being 
heated feven times hotter than, it had before been 
experienced. Inftead <^ this, I had to behold, in 
humble admiration, the works of an almighty hand 
in the deeps i and how^ when our hearts are upright 
before him, he invifibly works our deliverance, by 
which the uaeiiUg|itencd underftanding of 
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man cannot compreliend. When the power of truth 
predominates, wp fee, in the viiion of light, its 
fuperiority to every natural endowment or gratifica<* 
tion i fo that the infurmountable difficulties that are 
bfebeld by the natural eye, are fubje&ed, and the 
mountain of the Lord is exalted on the top of all 
the hills* In commemoration of this token of divine 
regard, my mind is bowed, under the &nfe of my 
own unworthinefs, and how unable I am, notwith- 
ftanding this view, to dwell in a ftate of prefervatioa 
and acceptance, without wreftling, from time to 
time, for that faith which overeometh, and that 
patience whereby we are kept in the hour of tempta- 
tion : for ^^ except 0ie Lord keep die cfey, the watch- 
<< man waketh but in vain.'' 

After the meetiAg at Ifell wc went to Coldbeck, 
where we bad afuffering time^ but wore enabled in 
a good degree to fearch out die caufe. Next day 
we attended ^ meeting at Mofedale, where we had 
comfortably (oobftirve that tbe Mafter's feet had 
been, though in general things are very low. On 
firft day, the fixteenth, w^ were at both their meet- 
ings at Penrith, where we painfuUy felt the oppvef-i 
fion of the feed, as in many other places. That 
evening we rode to Terril, and next morning had a 
meeting there ; where the neceffit^ of thcie who are 
called to die miniftry fitting loofe from outward 
conne£iions and profits, and fQllowing the Mailer 
vhitherfoever he leads them, was clearly fet forth* 
From hence we went to Strickland meeting, and on 
Qur way, I had a fall from. my horfe, by^ which I 
was hurt, but attended the me^tiog, .which. .WM 
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favoured, and I gradually recovered. From Sfriek« 
land we went to Hawkfhead, and from thence to 
Swarthmore, where many not of our focietj at- 
tended ; and it proved an eminently favoured feafon. 
Our next meeting was at Height, which was a low 
time. 

We then proceeded to another meeting, rcfted 
and wrote on 7th day, and on firft fat both their 
meetings; where we had fecretly to mourn over, and 
publicly to difcover, the affeding fituation of tbofe 
who, from year to year, have been divinely iavoured^ 
and, like the vineyard we read of, dug about, fenced, 
and vifited by the good Hu(bandman, But oh, tht 
falling fhort ! one may plant, and another may water, 
yet ^ the increafe is of the Lord, and He not being 
'devotedly fought unto for that dew of heaven which 
renders us fruitful, and that pruning band vrhich 
would keep the branches clean, numbers, after having 
\kci\ planted choice vines, have become the degene-* 
rate plants of a ftrange vine unto the Lord ; and 
potwithftanding they keep a greennefs, and an ap- 
pearance of life, it was clear to the view of our 
minds, that if there were not a getting deeper, even 
to the wafhing pool, and being ftripped of (hemfelves, 
the princes alfo arifing fiom the duft of the earth, 
^md anointing thQ fhield, fpiritual death will greadjr 
increafe amongft them) and the judgments of the 
Lord for difobedienc^ will enfue. 

The week following w« took PrefloU, Grayrig, 
Sedberg, Dent, Garfdale, Ravenflonedale, and Lar- 
tingcon ; and alfe had afatisfadory meeting at Bowes, 
where are non^ of our foci^ty | and at the others, 
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we were favoured with ftrength for the exercife that 
fell to our lot therein* The firft day following) w« 
attended the meeting at Staindropi and another in the 
evening at Btfhop AuUand; on iecoiid day we 
went to Durittui^ and attended the feveral fittiiigt 
of the quarterly meetings in all which we were 
enabled) bt beyond our expe^tion> to relieve our 
minds, b/ honefUy, in l^he fear of the Lord, and not 
of man, expreffing our fenie of the ftate of things 
amongft them % and it was a time of renewed favour* 
From thence we went forward, and were at a meeting 
wherein the uiyrircumcifed ^rit was painfully felt to 
prevail in the forepart thereof; but our help and 
fyhty depending upon our going down to tb& brook, 
we were engaged patiently to wait for divine clothing, 
knowing that it would be dangerous to go againft 
them in untried armour, notwithfbmding the oaufe 
might be good : and we may thankfully fay, that 
good is the word of the Lord, and efficacious to the 
finiting of the Goliahs of this day/' 

Her own account of this journey ends herei 
)^ut it a{^Qars th^t (be proceeded from this place to 
Stockton and Yarm, vifieing the meetings there & 
went back to B<mfieldiide, then to Ayton, BiJfilale, 
and Kirby, and returned home about the middle of 
the feventh month* 

After fhe had got out of Scotland, (he and her 
companion felt their ounds. difpofeJ to falute the 
friends of the monthly meeting of Old Meldrum with 
9a epiftle ^ a copy whereof foUowv* 
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Dear Friends ! 
. ^ As in our travelling along, we have frequent! jf 
felt our minds covered with an carneft engagement 
for your prefervation, and a fenfe of the love of oup 
heavenly Father towards you, which engaged us to 
pay you a vifit, we are drawn in the renewed ex* 
tendings thereof, to ialute you with a few lines, 
and, according to the ability received, to ftrengthen 
the little life that is amongft yeu ; that the elders 
may be gathered to the' true place of feeding, the 
pitddle^aged arifing may become men and women of 
valour for God, and the youth having examples fet 
- before their eyes of a fteady circumfpe£l walking, 
feafoned with divine virtue, may be engaged, by the 
efficacy of the fame holy principle, to fucceed their 
parents, and the faithful in all ages, in carrying for- 
ward the Lord's work, and in His name, which is 
His power, fetting up their banners. But, dear 
friends, as there are many impediments which have 
hindered us as a people, both in this land and in 
yours, from advancing in our fpiritual progrefs, and 
increafrng our ftrength in the Lord, let us inquire 
into the caufe wlience they have come, and to what 
they will tend. For if we had kept to the fure foun- 
dation, ^d in all things confidered ourfelves the 
followers of a crucified Lord, rather than nominal 
members of a religious fociety, and been concerned 
to walk even as He walked, the fnares of the enemy 
would not have prevailed to have led fo many oaptives 
into a ftrange land ; becaufe, againft the Rock of 
ages, whereon we might have been built, the gates of 
\\e\i ihall never be able to prevail* But fgr want of 
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keeping an eye open to this prcferving Power, a 
^iric of indifierency hath crept in, and, whiift many 
h»re flept, tares have been fown ; which as they 
fpring up, have had a tendency to choke the good 
feed; thoTe tender impreffions, and reproofs of in* 
ftm^on, which would have prepared our fpirits, and 
have bound them to the holy law and teftimonies of 
truth. Thus, ftrength hath been wanting to main- 
tain the dtfiripline of the church, in that purity 
jivheretn it was firft eflabliflied; and a door hath 
opened for increafing liberties. Hence, hadi enfiied 
a mixing with the fptrit and cuftoms of the world ; 
fo that thofe who have not been taught the hxttcr 
do(9rines, but are looking upon us, may query, 
•♦* Where is your God?" feeing, that though we 
profefs to be led and guided by the fpirit of truth, 
our fruits difi^r not from theirs ; but the crofs is 
removed out of the way. 

As one deviation from the path our predeccflbrs 
walked in, conformably to the precepts of Chrift, 
painfully afFeded our minds, both when our lot was 
caft amongft you and fince, we feel not eafy 
without renewedly obferving, that, in the promife 
of the reftoration to Ifrael, it was faid, << I will turn 
to the people a pure language;'' and knowing that 
this gofpel day is ftill more glorious than that, if we 
did but live in the light thereof, which would clearly 
difcover to us the corrupt fource of flattering titles, 
and of feeking to gratify the vain mind of man, how 
can we, without facriiicing the principle of truth, 
which leads and guides into all truth, give up that 
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pure langu^e to which our fore&thers were turned^ 
and adopt the unfound words of You to a fingle 
perfon; and calling the days of the week and months 
by the heathen names $ and thofe, our mafters and 
miftreflcs, who are not really fo} forgetting the 
command to call no man mafter. Is not this 
returning to the night of apoftafy, and in our 
dealings and converfe with men, crucifying afreih 
die Son of God, and putting him to open fhame, by 
thus denying him, or refufing to bear his crofs.and 
teftimony to the world i 

^^ We believe there is a number atnongft you, 
who^ by example, have been trained in a deviation 
from our holy profeifion; and thefe we tenderly 
addrefs, and exhort to feel for thea|felves after the 
influence of that holy ipirit, which leads its followers 
in the fame path, however reipote from outward help 
their fituations in life may be } for the peculiar prif 
vtlege of thefe is, they need not that any man teach 
them, but as this iame- divine anointing teacheth 
them all things. Though you nuy have but few to 
firengthen your hands, by their example and fym-^ 
pathy with you in your honeft endeavours to break 
down the partition walls, which the enemy has raifcd 
|o prevent your advancement to the perfe£l day of 
jGod; yet be not dilinayed i<i your labours, but 
iremember the fervent zeal of our predeceflbrs in the 
truths how tibey endured the perfecutions of that 
^day, and bow, with unconquerable fortitude aqd 
jrefignation to the Lord's will, they fteadily purfued 
the path of true felf-denial, and fought the good 
fight of fiHth« And if we, in this day of dee|k 
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ifedenfion, look to the Rock of our fti^ength) we 
cannot fail to find that k is a day which calls for 
diligence ; and that whatever pointings of duty we 
arc favoured with, our prefervation depends upon a 
faithfulnefs thereto. And therefore, beloved i^ends, 
be ye engaged to fee what it is that keeps you in a 
ftate of weakneis, and prevents your feeling the 
flrengthening and confolating influence of the fpirit 
of Chrift ; that fe, you may be enabled to remove 
^tbe impediment out of the way, be fidthful to the 
Lord, and ftand in the authority of his truth ; that 
endeavouring to rule your own houfes well, and to 
have your children in fubje£Uon with all gravity, 
you may know his baptizing power upon your fpirits, 
in your aflembling together; and your fecret proftra- 
tion and fervent breathings, will be acceptable tc» 
his holy eye, and blefled by bis bountiful hand : and 
in your meetings for difcipline, you will likewife be 
feafoned with the Bit of the covenant, and by your 
boneft endeavours to keep the camp clean frotn all 
diforderly walkers, you will grow ftronger and 
flronger, and your minds become united together in 
the bond of true peace. Thus, may it pleafe the 
Lord to operate upon your ^irits, and to iiifluence 
the youth amongft you to a watchful attention to 
their thoughts, their words, and adiions ; that being 
prcferved from mixing with thofe who would draw 
away their minds from the discoveries of truth, and 
centre them in the corrupt language, and changeable 
cuftoms of the world, they may prefer a religious 
awfulnefs upon their fpirtts, and feek for that pure 
fe^ of the Lord which is a fountain of life, preferv-f 
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ing from the (hares of death, and fecaring a lafe 
hiding-place in the day of trouble. 

With fatis&£lion we acknowledge, that we felt, 
whilft with you, that the hand of the Lord has been 
at w<Nrk upon. the minds of the youth, and that fome 
of thefe have fubmitted thereto ; to whom our fpirits 
were and are led into near fympathy, and filled 
with an earneft defire for their prefervation and pro- 
grefs in that good work which is begun in their 
hearts. Be encouraged, beloved friends, to hold on 
your way, and more fully to fubmit your necks to 
the holy yoke, that thereby you may be made willing 
to fuiFer for the caufe of truth; and though you 
jnay not have many examples and helpers in the 
Lord, yet being engaged to dwell near the Root of 
divine life, and feeking for ftrength therefrom, you 
will feel the progreffive difpenfation of the heavenly 
Vifitant, and grow in ftature, from the ftate of 
children, to young men in the Lord. Let fituations 
be what they may, and outward advantages ever fo 
great, we are abundantly convinced, that whoever 
experience an inheritance in the truth, and an 
eftabliihment therein, muft purchafe it for them- 
lelves, learn to live on manna of their own gather- 
ing, and know from whence all their frefh fprings 
proceed. 

And now, dear friends, the fervent defire of our 
Ipirits is, that you may be ftirred up to a renewed 
fenfe of the declenfion of the prcfent day, and under 
it, be engaged to feek^ for ftrength to ftablifh you in 
^very good word and work } that being clothed with 
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t zeal according to knowledge, for die profperitj 
of Zion, and the enlargement of her borders, yoii 
may become eftablilhed as a city fet upon a hiO, 
having the light of* the gofpel day upon your 
dwellings. 

M. P. 
Bbnfisldside, S. G. 

pb Month jlby 1782. 
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CHAP. m. 

Vifit to her Hujband^s Relations in Ireland.-^Jourmf 
into Norfolk^ ^c. — Fifu to tbt Meetings of Friends 
in Ireland. 

IN the nth month, 1782, ihe felt an inclination 
and freedom of mind, to accompany her huiband 
into Ireland, on a vifit to their relations* The 
deeply inftru6tive exercifes which ihe met with pre- 
vioufly to her landing in Ireland ; with her humble 
watchful ftate of mind and engagements there, may 
in part be colle£lcd from the following letters, which^ 
except the firft, ihe wrote in that land. 

' " ■ ■ " This place (Holyhead) is uncomfortabia 
to ftay at, amongft a great deal of company, and no 
woman but myfelf s and though it is made eafier 
by their great civility, yet the journey altogether is 
an awful thing. On furveying my inducements for 
coming, and impartially examining myfelf, I have* 
not yet found any uneaflnefs, though I am low, and 
our prefent iituation is a trial of both faith and 
patience. Indeed the many rocks and fhoals attend* 
ing us, in our religious and civil concerns through 
this trying pilgrimage, ^ill, I apprehend, ever prove 
a trial of thefe ; and therefore, by the diredion of 
the Befl of Pilots, to guard againft them> and tt» 
^eer wifely through life, is the work of our day ^ 
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mi will open moft cleurly the proTpeft •f the havea 
of diii^ble reft." 

■ ^ I was greatly plcafed when we got to 
Holyheady hoping foon to be in Dublin^ and dreading 
the water but little* Here our dilappointmenta 
began. We went out to fea next day^ were tofled 
about for fourteen hours, and I then returned ex- 
ceedingly ill I ib much fo, that it became a matter of 
doubt to my hufband whether he fhould not have 
to bury me there* I thought as foon as my head 
Was laid after our return, that I perceived a cup 
bitterer than death ; for that deaths except on 
R* G/s account, I ihould not have regretted, Co 
ibaded are all the domeftic enjojrments and temporal 
4>leffiags of life, when, abftraAed from them, we are 
called upon, faithfully and with ftnglenefe of heart, 
to do the will of our heavenly Father. To have a 
meeting at Holyhead prefented with great weight, 
and at the iame time the appearance of things told 
me that, on various accounts, (my own bodily weak* 
neis not the leaft) it was an impoffibility. I was 
afraid, but I think I was not rebellious* In the 
depth of diftreis, I olFered myfelf as one unable tq 
anfwer die requiring, hoping the ofiering would be 
accepted, and that fome ram would be caught in tha 
thicket* Here the call feemed renewed to obedience, 
and not lacrifice ; and I law that if any thing fhorC 
of the demand was offered, though I even exerted 
myielf in fiud^ulnefs in Ireland, as I promifed to do, 
I might be differed to &I1 into a fnare, and retun\ 
from thence, inftcad of the reward of peace, with 
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the query, Who hath required this at tHy hands t 
Prefent obedience, and fubfervicnce to the operatioil 
of truth on our minds, is no doubt what will pre- 
fcrvc us on this fea of glafs mingled with fire ; for if 
wc keep with the life, and move therein, it will keep 
us humble, reduce our confidence in the fle(h, and 
draw us down into fufFering with it. When our 
dwelling is as amongft the pots, and no goodIine(s 
remaineth in us, then we know in whom is eternal 
help, and the travail of our fpirits is for ability to 
look towards his holy habitation. 

Our firft (ailing was on fourth day, and by fixth 
day I was got fomething better, when the captain 
and a great number of paffengers were difpofed to 
fail, and none of them more fo than ourfelves, if the 
wind would take us, which, according to the feelings 
of my mind, I believed would, not : but I have no 
caufe to think it was unacceptable to try the fleece 
again ; which we did, and after getting out of the 
harbour, the wind turned againft us, and grew very 
rough. The vefiel was violently toflfed, and at one 
time wc were in great danger of foundering. I lay 
as quiedy as I could, beholding the wonders of an 
almighty hand concerning us; and in the deeps, 
both fpiritually and temporally, I felt myfelf a Jonah, 
when the people were crying, that there was one on 
board; and all was tremendous about me. The 
danger we were in was evident, but my hope never 
foiled me ; which I efteemed an unfpeakable favour, 
and which led me to a greater willingnefs dian I had 
before felt, to give up to the meeting, or any thing 
elfe that was required. We were out this time 
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ftttt abptU four kQursy aad afte^ W9 landed, a largf 
nerchaot tkig waa wrecked in our fight, but no live^ 
loft* My fituatioa npw became awful ; there feeiQed 
no unj but refigaedoefs to the meetings and than I 
couM oot fee yraa to Ve titt firft d^. . Mj^ hufband I 
perceived w^ afraid, for he ceisJideredtua accouotable 
fix: iidia(ey9K the caufe fi^ffered by us,- e4>6cialiy as 
there never was a. mactifig there beibre. 

On firft day mornijig we were tried again, for the 
wind being &ir, we prepared for failing, and when 
all was ready for goi^g on boards a ftorm can^e on^ 
and the oaptain durft opa venture to bole the fliip 
in the harbour, believing tkzt if he did, it would he 
foon wrecked* Wa then returned again, and the 
limecanie on for the people to go to fome phce of 
woHhip; vriien finding an empty houfe near the 
inn, wo engiBed it, and feh moft eafy to. give notice 
ta but a firwy that we were going to fit in our nfiial 
maiitter to woriiip, ai|d that if they^ or any others, 
chql^ to acoompony us^ we had na obje£lioi». Befoie 
we got t^ the place, many were there^ and oiore 
ibUowed} and to our humble adqairadon, divinf 
afiflance wassnear^ and wondeafoUy helped us over 
that fittii^. At the conclufion, the people were 
dafirons cf anotl^r in the evening, which, when Yirp 
kul confideced it, we opniented to; and I may 
ventuf e tp fey, it was crowned with good, and thy 
melting operation of tntfb 9ppeare4 to be experienced 
bf pnany of ^ people who behaved with great 
folidi^* The next evening tide fuited for our pa&gei 
und with peaceM BHods we embarked, and were but 

G . 
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nine hours from bay to bay. Thus have we caiife 
to turn back to this page of our lives, with humble 
gratitude of mind, and to acknowledge that a fimple 
pointing of duty, and a (imple difcharge thereof, is 
produdive of folid latisfa^on; when, on the other 
hand, no exertion or anxiety of our own, can furnifli 
us with one grain of it, nor oan we, by taking 
thought, add one cubit to our ftature ! '* 

■ " Often, very often, fince I law your 

faces, has my mind vifited you in affeSionate near^ 
jiefs ', but I have feldom felt greater inability, than 
£nce I came into this land, thus to converfe with 
my friends; for as our coming was fudden, it hat 
occafioned deep fearchings of heart, for prefert* 
vation, and direction how to move in the line of 
wifdom/* 

<< We met with a very cordial reception in Irer 
land; the hofpitality and afFedion of our friends 
were not unacceptable to a poor ftranger like me; 
neverthele& my mind has not feemed at liberty, as 
I could haye wifhed, to enjoy, that fociety which is 
gratifying to felf. It is good for us fenewedly to 
feel ourfelves not our own, to ftand lefigned to the 
divine will, and to know it to be our meat and.drink 
to do it. . Every little additional experience tends to 
convince us, that herein codifts.our. moft fdid and 
permanent fatisfsuStion ; and were. our difpofition of 
refiftance to the painful preparation for devotedneft 
removed, we ihould morQ often have feelingly to 
acknowledge, that with the divine bleifings, there is 
added no forrow; but we make forrows for our«f 
f<?)veS| we add that^which our gracious Qenefa^w 
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hadi not in ftore for us, A path exempt from 
trials is what I have no right to exped, and what I 
hope I am learning not to defire. A patient fub- 
miffion to every divine difpenfation, is what I wiih 
for an increafe of; that fo, the mingled cup of life 
may prove a profitable draught, and imprefs me, 
more and more, with an humble fcnfc of the multi-* 
plied bleffings beff owed upon me : for by this means^ 
I believe we fhall increafe in knowledge how to 
move and conduA ouridNs, amidft the various 
temptations, befetments, and crofi occurrences, in- 
cident tp thb probationary flate«'' 

w We went pretty diredly from Dublin for Clon* 
md, after the half-year's meeting, and fpent two 
days very much to my inftrudlion, at Ballitore.— < 
We ftaid about ten days amongft our relations, who 
are valuable and kind, and then went for Carlow 
quarterly meeting, where were Robert Valentine and 
bis companion, &c» I think, upon the whole, it was 
a very &voured gathering, though here, as in our 
land, the world and its fpirit has made great 
devaftation and fcattering amongft the gathered 
tribes." 

■ " We look with a degree of fatisikaion at 

our return, A little reft to body and mind will 
be truly acceptable, as our vifit to our relations feems 
flow completed* Our pailage through this land 
has been encumbered with many thorns, and attended 
with many triak unforefeen by us* It is a day of 
deep humiliation, and it fometimes looks as if our 
judgment were taken away* I want not to make 
(pmplaintsi I wiih rather to profit by whs^t I havQ 
G z 
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fuffered, and ceap inftru^on from tvpty rcnewecl 
difpenfauon of infinite kindnefs } fe<ling myfelf uh* 
worthy of the leaft of Hi$ benefits, and that, with^ 
put His pecuU^ir care, I fball be overwh^med, and 
warped afide from the ftability of the truth : bat by 
being baptized into a deep fenfe of my own weak* 
nefs and frailty, I have been led to acknowledge^ 
^hat even the bitter things are (Weet; feeing that| 
in infinite wifdom, they are ordered ^fbr the 
ftrengthening of our ffAttual appetite, and bring* 
ing down that part in us which is at enmity with 
the crofs, and loves not its government in the 
mind/? 



Her home for feveral years after her marriage, 
was at Fofton, a village ten miles from York. This 
was to her a comfortable retirement, when not en- 
gaged abroad in the fervice of tfuth. But though 
gratifying to nature, and a defirable refting place, 
her concern for the advancement of her great 
Matter's caufe, which was her moft defired meat 
and drink, often called her from this abode, fo 
riiat flie feldom rcfided there for a month together. 
It appeared, indeed, that flie was unwearied in pro- 
moting the caufe of truth and righteoufneft, and 
willing to fpend and be fpent for the great Name*s 
fake. 

In the fpring qf the year 1784, (he appears tc| 
have been engaged in a vifit to the meetings and 
fome families of friends, in Norfolk, and to divers 
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«diar ttcetingSi a$ ihe proceeded (^ the yearly meet* 
jjig at.Loodon. Of this religious engagement) no 
regular acoottnti of her awn, have been difcovered ) 
the following are the material parts of all that have 
been coUeded from her letters. 

■ ^ We had nine meetings laft week* at 

eight different plai^ befide private opportunities 
in iamiUeS) which we durft not avoid ; finding thf 
lledeofioii to be ib great in almoft every one, whert 
iwe have come, and fo few who feem to know it^ 
that we are ready to fay^ For Zion's fake we cannot 
reft itor hoM our peace, till at leaft they are infprmed 

of their ftate«^' <« We attended their week 

day meeting at this place, with which we were weU 
iaasfied, it being a time of much inftrudion, how- 
ever to ray mind i finding by a degree of living ex«> 
perience, that there is indeed a Minifter of minifters, 
on -whom we have great caufe to wait to be inftru6led 
ourfelves, in our private, as well as public duty; 
that, in all things, we may approve ourfelves obedient 
Servants, and good examples to the flock. It waa 
my Jot to fit in filence, viewing the great, and almoft 
general, infenfibility to true religion.*' 

■« ■ ■ ■ " We have not only travelled hard, but 
found much work at places where we have come, 
finding it rather more than ufual in the line of our 
duty, to bear a teftimony, not only to the truth, 
but againft the numerous evils and inconfiftencks, 
which have generally overfpread the profefTors in 
thefe parts ; and as our peace much depends, in our 
paffing along> in being honeft, and fpeaking the 
truth without parables, we have been enabled, pretty 
G 3 
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tolerably, to difcharge our duty, and to fli^w tfaeflt 
how far they are from what they pretend to be^ 
though it is hard work, and we find that the mora 
abundandy we manifeft our love in this way^ 
the lefs we are loved by .many who have been ufed 
to finooth things, and have fought to make the 
truth conform to them, inftead of their conduft 
being brought to, and regulated by, the truth. So 
that indeed many are blind in error, and thofe that 
fee, will not exert themfelves to fearch their own 
houfes, and remove the inconfiftencies that are in 
them. A mournful profped appears in thefe, as 
well as many other parts ; no likelihood of a fuccef- 
fion in the truth, and even the prefent ftandard- 
bearers ready to faint. Under thefe impreffions, we 
feek not great things for ourfelves, but rather are 
difpofed to confider it a favour, (great enough for us 
to exped) if we have our lives for a prey, from one 
place to another. 

<' We have little expectation, that in any fittings, 
our minds will get above the fpirits of this people : 
and till that ftrength arifes which puts the armies 
of aliens to flight, I truft our lips will be fealed, and 
we content therewith ; for indeed, it is not an eafy 
talk to miniiler to this degenerate age, who think 
they know all things, and, like the magicians in 
£g]^t, can account for all the works of the divine 
hand. But what a favour it is, that there is ftill eX'- 
tended to us as a people, that power which con- 
founds die wifdom of thefe, and brings to nought 
their great underftanding.'* 
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> ■ II ^ We have been much engaged the kw 
days we have ftaid at Norwich. It has been to our 
minds a fiiffering time^ during our ftay in that place; 
but though we have mourned, and perhaps rather 
murmured at times» yet we have great caufe to be 
thankful for the help wherewith, in infinite kind- 
nels, we have been helped. It is a day of great 
difcouragement, and I think I was never more 
leady to lay down my armour, than in fUence this 
day at meeting. The fituation of mind I was ia^ I 
found tended to humble and reduce the creature; 
and as my foul was hungry, even the bitter food I 
partook of, became fweet, and I iaw the profit of 
thefe feafons." 

— — — « We left Norwich on fcventh day, were 
at Yarmouth on ficft, Pakefield on fecond, Beccles 
on third, Letfton fourth, and Woodbridge to-day, 
where^ as at fome other places, we fat in mournfiil, 
but I tnift inftru(fiive, filence. What fidls at times 
to our lots in meetings, and fometimes in conver(a« 
dons out of them, ieems much like puUing down 
•Id houfes, and we are often afraid of being choked 
in the duft j for indeed moft of the buildings we fee 
are painfully fuperficial, and our little labour has 
been deeply diftreffing ; fo that the language of my 
heart often is, " Who hath believed our report?'* 
but I am thankful in feeling the burden decreafmg, 
as our work feems cloiing." 



In the year fdlowing (he felt a religious concern 
to join her friend Rebecca Tones, on a viiit to the 
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meetings of fiiends in Irobdicl) &c. and htvtng bii 
the iiime before the monthly meetings with "riie 
approbation thereof, and the concurrenoe of liiir 
quarterly meeting, ihe fet forward on this journey in 
the feventh months 1785. Of this vifit then a 
preferred a (hort journal, written bylierfel^ wbioh i^ 
as follows. 

*^ I left home the xjch of femnth iMRth, r785^ 
and fpent two nights at York, in order to allow n 
comfortable opportanity of taking a fotid and ^tSec^ 
tionaite leave of my connexions thtfe^ and on the 
1 5th, went with my hufband «o Bnatfovdj, M^kere, nent 
clay, I parted with him, he returiffng to York, and 
I proceeding with my coufin W, M. (who was to 
accompany me to Ireland) for Manchefter« 

^ We ftaid tbeM the next day, being the £rft ot 
the week, and I ^was at both thdr meetings; which 
fcvoured to my mind of that righteoufiiefs and wifdom 
of man, which can oiever work the ri^hceoufneft 
of God nor fitvour die things that pertain to Hit 
kingdom. 

<< But there is a precious fuffering feed in tfan 
place5 to which my fpirit was renewedly united in 
the covenant of light and life. On fecond day we 
went, with many friends, down the water to War* 
rington, where, on the 19th, was hdd their monthly 
meeting, which Lfelt moft «ify to attend, theu^ i 
might thereby mifs an opportunity of crofflng the 
water, fo early as I otberwife might choofe ; and I 
was comfortably iatisfied with this little dedication 
by the wa^. I went that evening to Lrverpodl, and 
waited till 6th day for a fiiittAi^Ie wind for fiuting^ 
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Dttriiig tkts time) was Ihetr w^ek-day meeting;, tnd 
my ^it was diere deefljr eseercifed, on account of 
ibine wtib were fiiWHtuting ttieir dwn righteoufiiers 
ffor Ae rigfateotffeoft of Ood, which h inherited ki 
tpure finds in the virtue and power of that creatine 
Wotd, hj which all things were made, that were 
-made in die.lpiritua! oration, and by which, through 
the redudion of die natnral wiH and wiflkim of men, 
they can no more wor(hip the work of their own 
-hands r md in theftrenglli with which my (pint was 
Tcnewedty (lipptied, I attempted to exprefs fomewhat 
on this fubjed, for which I felt peace. 

We next day embarked for Dublin, in the Uawke 
.jacket, and had a very tedious and ^iftrefing voyage, 
-heiBg uflComfonaMy detained, in part for want <yf 
wind, and in part by its being contrary ; the latter 
occafioned us to put into the Ifle of Man, where we 
ftaid two nights, and found a very courteous and 
fao^fioUe TCBcption from the inhttbiUKs. My miod 
was at taigh e dto them, tfi4ie feeret offiifion «f gofpel 
love, bat feeling kbandant weaknefe in myfelf, and 
wanting that united exercHc which is received by 
feSow labourers, I did not perceive it to be my woe 
if I preached not the goipel : and tberefoye, in an 
humUe friift that die ^fteat Shepheud of Ifmd woidd 
fend more fuitscble fervants for diat work in that ifle, 
and not put my omiilion in the balancb againft me, I 
embarked again with the reft of our company, iavc 
one, whom we left dead on the ifiand« Being out 
longer dian we expeded,4Ty two^lays, our proviiions 
were exhaufted^ and diough through divine protec- 
tion we did not fufFer much for Want, yet it was a 
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fiivour gratefully to be commemorated, that we wcfef 
enabled through fome difficulty to land when inre did; 
which, with the inftrudion conveyed to my mind, 
under deep difcouragement, and clofe fearching of 
heart, when all human confolations ftood afar off, 
afforded humble caufe to believe, that this trying 
difpeniation was intended as a neceflary baptifm of 
my ipirit into the fervice before me.* 

* A more particular account of this voyage* widi ft- 
veral additional inftmdtive remarks, are contained in the 
following feledions from her letters : 

■ ■ ** It is very unexpe£led to me to write from 
this port ; but fo little do we know what, in the coorfe of 
divine wifdom> (hall ftU to our lot, that every increafe of 
experience convinces us, there is no fafer or eafier fitua- 
tion of mind, than a daily dependance on, and quiet 
refignation to. Him who knows what is beft for us, and 
what will tend mod to His own honour. We failed lafl 
fixth day from Liverpool, having got there on third, but 
the wind not being very fur when we fet out, and turning 
more againft us afterwards, occafioned a tranUefiMae and 
wearifome paflage thus far, not only by contrary winds^ 
and fevere ficknefs, but by the almofl intolerable ilench 
and fafibcating dofenefs of our cabin and lodgings, 
and the continual wicked obfcene converfation of oar 
paflengers, who are feventy in number. Sometimes, I 
was afraid it would overcome me, both in body and 
mind; when recalling to my remembrance the poor 
Negroes, (who, added to what 1 have mentioned in a 
fiu: woHe degree, are chained together, under the load of 
that anguifh naturally attendant on a forced feparation 
from the neareft connedions in life, and widi the profpeA 
of perpetual bondage under cruel taikmailers) my fmall 
trials in this line, and indeed in every other, diminiihed 
in my view; and the multitude of blcfiings, in infinite 
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% On our landing) I footi met with our honourable 
friend Samuel Emlen, whole animating company and 
fiitfaerly kindnefi^ greatly revived me, and helped me 
to leave the things diat are behind, and to prefs for- 
ward in proTped to a degree of humble dedication to 
the renewed pointings of duty. 

oercy* fhowefed donrn^ fe crowded in their place, that at 
times, inflead of repining, I iaw abundant caofe to inqiure« 
*' What am I, that thou art thos mindf ol of me, and what 
<' ihall I fender onto thee?'* 

. We put in at the Ifle of Man, and were hofpitably re* 
cdved by the inhabitants, whole engaging fimplicity, and 
religions zeal, have attached my mind to them. 1 am 
fincercly defirons that if I do nothing for the troth. I may 
do nothing againft it; and when I look thus, I fed m 
comfortable belief, that even this care fliali tend to the 
furtherance of the gofpel, and that it will fomewhat open 
the way for future fervice in this place ; for if the fenfo 
that attends my mind be right, when the foet of the 
meiiengen are more eminently turned into the way of the 
Gentiles, to Pul and Lnd, Stc. and to the iiles afor oWp 
this little place will not be forgot, but offerings will be 
brought here to the mountain of the Lord's hoUneis, and 
His glory ihall break fonh.'' 

■ «< I am iafe arrived b this hmd, (Ireland) and 

have humbly to commemorate divine protedion, and fecret 
fuppoiting goodnefs in my paflage hither. The ways of 
she Moft High remain to be ways of wonders, and his 
«As are paft finding out; neverthelefs, he ffill revcaleth 
iccrets, as he did onto Abraham, when a degree of the 
fame foithfulnefi is, through His humbling power, attained 
to; and without it, how little do we know, even when we 
think we know moft? Never did I fo fenfibly enjoy the 
bofom of the church, which, 1 may humbly acknowledge, 
was cordial to receive me; but how much more excellent 



^ Thb LIFF 0^ 

My befovod friend R. J. wkh G. DiUwyn andr 
wife, having pcrfenned a finnily vifit to friends lA 
Dabih^ were gone to Baliitxm> irhere thef found a 
fimiUr engigement lio that m which they had becA 
einp(o3i«d$ md wtien I reached Aeaiy they had iiearly 
finifhed, and were almoft ready to pFOoqel. In a feiT 

fa Ikat pore fiutli,%M^ iweals ItAdf when flB Jmnaa 
coaibhitions 4bftd idfltr o(F« and hy ^a^ing oar ^nritft 
theieiflywenderMly convinces us, that k is the ** fahftanc^ 
«* of things hoped for, the evidence ef things not leen/* * 

I «* I ted myfalf much recovered from fatigue> 

and Juvve gnite^Uy to cow m e a o ra te divine prote^ion', 
aad fecpet laHainiag help* when ihe f 0eMe effiurtB of hoSAf 
f retogth* and natmal Ibiiatudej leened unequal to render 
aie that fitpport, which 4me grain of living faith nMrds; 
Oh ! what abundant reafon we have* not to traft in onr^ 
iekrcsy hut in Him who died for as* to whofe death* if we 
ape not confomable, we cannot Mly experience the pie^ 
vailing poarar of esenial life/' 

* ' «* I tnift the probation my Qnrit experienced in 

oar paflhge he¥e* will not prove ahogether an unp r o fi t abl e 
difpenfiifiort* on entering a fervxce* the right peribrmance 
wheneof depends cmour being baptized enough* and weaned 
enough ; fo that whatever is brought forth may foe of the 
«MW ciaation* attODnae£tod with all old heavens* and old 
eaxdi. And indeed I may 4ay that* before I left home* 
though my mind was much firipped and tried* I often 
fufpedad.whedier I had lally partaken of the nectary cup 
of fiiffisring, prcparaeory to fach an undeitak^g as the 
prefent; and believed I ihould have a trying bapti&i to 
pa6 thiongh before I entered upon it; though I now have 
»o doubt but my raoviags this way* were in the right time. 
it is an wi^Kakable bleffing to meet with die crucifying 
power cf truth by the way; and the defiie of my heart 
afibe&ii^ aohesAoreaadmofeinlovetherewidu'* 
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jdxys we accordin^y Tet fonnrd togdtfaer, vis. 6. D, 
R. J. and myfelf ; otur profpefts comfoitabty corref- 
pondif^ one witli another^ we cbeerfbUj coacmred 
tkerewith, to travel in company* On the 4Ch day 
feiUmingy we went to CtMiftians Town, and in the 
etening vifited a family of young people^ one of 
yrhom was in a declining ftate of health ; to whom, 
frith the reft, inflnidiion and encouragement were 
handed, to prefer At hamUing di(pen(ation9 of infinite 
wifilom, to all temporal gratificati<Hi8. We then 
returned to our lodgings, and (at with the family | 
where my beloved companion waa enabled) in awfitl 
Application, to breathe for continued flipport^ and 
prefervation in die path of obedience;- which com- 
fiEMrtably cemented our fpirits together. 

Next day we went to Rathangan, where wt had 
to travail for the arifings of pure life, under the dii^ 
couraging apprebenfion of its being very low in diat 
place ; but infintte kindnefs vouchfafed to own the 
deep exercife, and gracioufiy fent forth His light and 
truth, wKercby the way to His holy hill was opened 
}n the dcmonftratioh of the fpirit and power, and the 
meeting ended under an Tiumbling commemoration 
of his goodnefs. In the evening we went to New 
Park, and next morning to the meeting atTimahoa; 
which was fmall, and the public fervice rather labo*' 
rious, becaufe of the unfitnefe of many of the pro- 
fcfTors to receive fpiritual things. In the afteraoof| 
we went to Profperous, a new^fetded town, whKf» 
^ere are no members of our religious fociety, W0 
|iad a meeting there much to ^ facitJbAion of 
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vifiters and vifited ; tbe people behaved weU, and we 
had reafon to believe, by the ownings of truth, that 
there is a precious feed there. We went to New 
Park agsun to lodge, and in tbe morning &t with the 
family and others then prefent, and fome profitable 
counfel opened. From thence we went to Edenderry i 
and next day, being the firft of the week, we ftaid 
there, and were at their own meeting, their prepara* 
tive meeting, a public meeting in the afternoon, and 
in the evening (at with their minifters and elders ; at 
all whichy merciful help was near in the needful time» 
and enabled us to difcharge our fevera) duties in fim- 
plicity, for which the reward of peace and quietude was 
not withheld. On fecond day> the 8th of 8th month, 
we came to Oldcaftle, and were at their meeting nex( 
day, where many people not pf our focie^ attended; 
amongil whom there was opennefs to labour. After 
meeting we ftaid with thofe few in profeifion with 
us, when their low eitate was ^t, fympathi^d with| 
and counfel flowed thereto. 

On 4th day we went to Cootehill, where are very 
few friends s they are in a poor fluttered fituatioq 
as to the life of religion, and fcarce able to keep up 
their qneetings. Many of the town's people came 
to the pieeting, and it was a folid favoured oppor- 
tunity i and a comfortable belief attended our minds, 
that there is a precious feed in that place ; but the 
profeflbrs of truth are ftumbling blocks. We &,% 
down with them klcSt at the concluflon of the; 
Qieeting, and found it exercifmg work to vifit thq 
C^.in them, hm were enabled boneftly to #:)iar^Q 
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eur fcvcral duties.* From thence we went to 
Caftlelhane, a place very like CootehiU ; and in the 
evening, after ^e meeting there, reached Grange, 
near Charlemount, and lodged at die hoiife of — -— 
a vifited young man, who, with two others in bis 
fiunily, afford a comfortable profped of a revival of 
ancient (implicity, and right zeal in that place. Our 
joints were nearly united to them, and the flreams 
of encouraging counfel flowed freely for their refrefh- 
jnent and ffarength. We were at their meeting next 
day, being the ^rft of the week, which was a fuflfer* 
ing time ; and in the evening, had a very larg;e and 
iatisfa6lory meeting of the country people not in 
profeffion with us, who behaved well, and in many 
rf whom the witnefs of truth was raifed. 

. Next day we proceeded to go round Lough-Neagll,' 
by taking Toberhead, Colerain, Ballynacree, BaUi*- 
mena. Grange, and Antrim -, at all which places, wo 
had' deeply to lament the- low declined flate of the 
profefTors of truth, hot only as to numbers, but in a 
departure from the precious, preferving, principle of 
light and life, whereby the living members of th^ 

• In a letter dated the next day, (he writes : " Through 
divine fupport, merdiiilly vouchfafed from day to day, we 
kave been enabled to ditcharge the msffions committed, iQ 
98 to leave each plg^e with a good degree of peace. 
Indeed it is a relieving con^iation, under the difcoarage-^ 
ments that poor travellers often meet with, that the worl; 
is not oars, and that an inftmment has only to be paffive 
in the hand of him that ufeth it, leaving its profperity, and 
the hottour of the canfe, to the all-fnfficiency of die divi&f 
$nn, which can work with ua« or without us.^' 



^ This t'I9& ^w^ 

cKuith ate kept in their tuts, Mi cniblcd to.ftand 
with firMieffv a« a dty fiit Mtf-hitt,' i]K>.4teiproiiB;«f 
6is gtttce ^o hatb <aU<i them out of the^ivotUi^ 
intd Msr iMitoltoM^ Ughc* < The-^ottntr^ P>^<vIa 
battling ill tt tbeafoftTaadplajbeSy* tended textile «Bierf 
ireecirc^d«ioiv0f life^ wtaeraiti<cke>f|iiiiig of^g^tA 
miAtftry was fiMiieci(ne& •pened^ but it^araa mjlefi 
to 'paTs^ alM| in gloumy fuAsring^'aidx M,f»iftf% 
inflnvStive fitcnee. aW VMetiagae AnteioH tlia 
4lft of Sib 0KR)thrbriAg metby -« ftifodaad hi^ 
Vife, inre returtiefd borne with ckctts ai»d*r«fted next 
day ^ oa the evening' of wblcb tsjrdi^* ImfluMid p»M 
to us from England^ and aftev ftaying in the iieigb^* 
bourhood wbere we were^ add faUix^ it^ at diTeca 
meetings for difcipUoe with us^ be went to Clomad^ 
mi ftatd ttU wt CMm ncair^thAt pW:^ tniC^r^ jvfe Aw 
bim again. \ o • 

On the 33d we went to Newtown^ and next dc^ 
l^d a meetii^ with the few friends there. The 
knowl^;^ ^^i. virt^ ^ true Teljgim (eeined ytKf 
Ipwamongft ibei^: and k weft b^cd ifdi^ Igr^^liiini 
and f^retexerdfei to minifter to tbepuce.Hfii^ufeom 
hence we returned to Lifburn, and attended their 
monthjry ff^etlnjg, \|rfafrein a little ftr^ng^b fe^tned 
given, inft fcr fym B^Wiffc Uf^mr, i but n»y 4e?w (^oqin 
paqjons iBttc. ftlwiei)!/ bafiltf<ed imdtr.a. capcarn .ta 
Yifit ftef hnHlyei ef<^md9 iiv tkae places though the 
tinie did not appear to he then come* 'After being 
a;t Hillfbgroughj^ Xur jan, Ballyhagpn, MopSlcn^ and 
Sallii^riry.fnc^ingfs, vft x^i^fn^ tQl(i{burn» and in 
pbout a week performed tbftfitfvifie^ ib^MinAft^r ^ 
minifters being near to hand forth in the needfM) 
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liiM (often after long fufferii^g filence) fiiiiable in* 
ftrudion and confolation to the vififiecU Great in- 
di/Ference and infenTibilttyt ai^ to the knowledge of 
the Lord's dealings with His people^ prevail in that 
l^acet though a little tried remnant dwell amongA 
them.* At the clofe of this vifit^ cane on the 
quarterly meeting at Ballinderry for the province of 
UUUr, which was a radier low fuffering time. Here 
we met with our friend Zachariah Dicks from North 
Carolina, who was come over on a religious vifit to 
this land, and who was in fome expefbttion of our 
companion G. D ■ joining him; but not feeling 
releafed one from another in the fervice wherein we 
were joined, it was judged moft prudent to wait for 



* The following is extraded from a letter bearing date 
the ift of 9th month, 178$. ** Such b the ftate of our 
fociety in thefe parts* as well as in divers places in our 
land, that it is hard dragging along for poor travellers ; 
the prevailing death is ready to fwallovv them up, and to 
put a ftop to all circulation of life. Well ! drooping as 
oar fpiriu often are, we have no where elfe to go but to 
the fountain, Vfbkh b, at times, when faith and patience 
are at the loweft ebb, unexpedledly opened for our re- 
newed refreihment, and encouragement to trud a little 
longer. Here are, notwithflanding, in the North of this 
nation where we have been, a few beautiful plants amongft 
the young and younger men, whofe roots are, I tnift, 
deepening in the heavenly foil; bat in the profpe6t of 
their future trials, if they be faithful* I am ahnoft ready 
to tremble* there is fach a hoft of oppofition for them tb 
prefs through, in reviving the purity of the gofpcl. We 
are nearly united to them, and to find themt was like 
meeting with near kiodied* 
H 
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the opentfig$ of truth, as nracb in oiir feptntton^ a* 
we bad tndeairoiired to attend to them in joiiiing* 
We left this Province ^etty direAly after the 
Quarterly meetings and fet off towards Dublin, taking 
Rathfriland meeting in our way^ to which' many 
town's people came, and it wa» a large and fevoured 
meeting* 

We reached DuMin the 1 5th of 9th mondi, friiere 
we ftaid near a week, and fat leveral meetings, under 
great oppreffion and difcouragement of mind, and^ 
without much relief, faw an opening to leave the j^ce 
and go to Timafaoe. Here we vifited their families, 
and had peace therein. From thence we fet oflT for 
Edenderry; and going by way of Ratfaangan, an 
opening which had been put by when we were there 
before, of having a publich meeting amongft the town's 
people, prefented again ; and we had cailfe to admire, 
how providentially we were caft in the way of per- 
forming fuch pointings of duty as had been, morir 
firom diffidence than a rebellious miad, pafled over« 
Here we ftaid over, iirft day, and had a large, crowded 
meetii^ in the evening, which was confideraUy 
difturbed by fome rude people in li<{uor, but divers 
were very folid, and it ended welU From Radian* 
gan we purfued our journey tp Edenderry, Tulbt* 
more, Moat, Ballimurry, Birr,* Killconnenmore, 

• From this place, ihe writes *sf Mimm: ^ Oloony 
is the prafpeA that opens in many places 1 aad yet» hf 
getting low enongh/we ibmettiiies find le cor ttffdkmeac^ 
that there is^ in jnoll f^oes, a hiddea fnierittg feed, witli 
which we have fympathized^ and hi theextendiog^ of 
renewed ftrcogths been led to. vifit> though it is but lictle 
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and Roferea-; in vU whrch a degree of painftil exer-^ 
cife was our lot, under^tfae feeling fenfe of the gene**' 
ral deputure- of the profeflbrs of truth, from that 
ancient righteous zeal and prhnitive ihnplicity, which 
the people of God who walked fiuthfuHy before 
Htm, were, in all ages, confpicuous for. But He 
who never ikid to the wreftling feed of Jacob, << feek 
ft tnj fiuee in vain," gfacioufljr condefcended to re-» 
ward the travail of our fpirits, by arifing for Hit 
own name's' iakei and giving ftrength to lift the 
ftandard of righteouihefi, and fiirniihing with an in- 
vitation to the youth to repair to it, and fo inherit 
the Meflcd efleds thereof. 

We went to Limerick from Roferea, and ftaid 
there over iirft and fecond days. The publick 
tfieetings were low diftreffing opportunities, and 
there was little ability to labour amongft that people, 
who feem much under the influence of the god of 
this world: but on firft d^y evening, a number of 
youth being pr^fent at T. M*s, and a few honeft-^ 
hearted friends more advanced in years, we had a 
very favoured feafon of retirement) and the fiream^ 
of love and life, through inftrudive confolating 
nitniftry, ran freely. On third day we left Limeridk 
for Ybughall ; my mind was dipped into a fenfe of 

known or valued by the eaiy carnally-minded profeiTors $ 
aad I have fomethnev thoaght, that if our comiug anA^rs 
no oibar cad thab to ftmigthen a few weak hands, and ba 
uiirMMBtal in reriviBg the hoft of the humble tried 
cbUdreu ia the fiunily, k will be enough, though the re-' 
w^rd to ottifdvet may be but fmalU'* 

' H'a' ' ^ ^ 

748628 
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my own weaknels, and great difcouragemeat .ancf 
di^nay furrounded me. I Jaw the neceffity of aa 
increafing labour to dwell near the pure gift ii> 
myfeir, which I have ever found to be the moil 
efFeduar prefervatioD) in the confli&ing work of 
purification and faithfulnefs in more public fervice * 
for when it reduces the mind, and brings it down as 
into the bottom of Jordan, it likewife ftays the 
billows thereof by pure ikith^ and fuccours by the 
incomes of patience, whereby every divine difpenfa* 
tion is rendered profitable, and every bitter thing 
Tweet; centring us in that which is out of the reach of . 
flefhly confidence, and in that ftafee of abafednefs to 
which divine compaf&on is moft eminently extended* 
We lodged one night at an inn, and on fourth day 
teached Youghall, where, on fifth, we had tw6 large, 
and favoured meetings. Next day we gojt to Spring- 
mount near Cofk, to the houfe of our dear and honour- 
able friend Samuel Ncal« Here I heard of the deceafe 
of our beloved /riend, Robert Walker, who departed 
this life at Tottenham, near London, after having 
paid an acceptable religious vifit to friends of that 
city and its neighbourhood. He was a man who 
halving paiTed through deep baptifms of fpirit, in pre<- 
paration for the wt^rk of the miniftry, became eminent 
therein* The multitude, could not judge of, neither 
did they know, his frequent fufFering defcendings with 
the feed, when crucified in the hearts of the people, 
as in the ftreets of fpiritual Sodom and Egypt i and • 
confidering hinifelf as an unworthy minifter thereto^ 
he was clothed with refignadon to the difpeniation 
ef' the day. Qreatwas bil induftry, and yet man/* 
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were the trials of his faith for the fupply of temporal 
things. Though unadorned with human literature, 
he was inftruded in the fchool of Chrift, as a good 
Scribe to whom was committed the knowledge of 
the myfteries of the kingdom, wherein all neccflary 
accomplifliments were acquired, and difplayed in 
goipel fimplicity. 

Since my coming into this* Province, the fubjeft 
which for fome time has been under my confid^ration, 
of fettling in thefc parts, has often prefented to my 
mind, with an anxious defire, that the moft endeared 
companion of my life, may, with myfelf, be kept 
Angle in all our views, and refigned in our fpirits 
to whatever infinite wifdom fees meet to do with 
us ; thit the way before us, though it be ftrait and 
narrow, may not be made more difficult, by any 
willings and runnings of our own. I am often 
afraid of myfelf in this rcfped ; I feel, when unfup* 
ported by beft help, a partial attachment to my na- 
tive land ; and to part with my conne£lions, and 
fome to whom I am clofely united in fpirit, at' 
times appears hard : but even on this footing, I find 
a counterpoifmg weight on my hufband's fide, who 
has alfo valuable relations, and many firiends in the 
beft fenfe, with temporal concerns and coqveniencie) 
more fuitable than elfewhere? Oh then, may divine 
counfel influence our fpirits, in the confideration and 
determination of this important ftcp \ Thou knowefl 
O Lord ! the fervency and exercife of my fpirit 
herein ; thou knoweft, that, above all things, I wifh 
t0 ferve thee, with the dedication of all that I havt, 
H3 
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tifhen thou called for it ; and ^ by thy power onlyi 
an holy compliance is wrought, O withhoM it not in 
the needful time ! Suffer not our feet to Aide from 
the ancient foundation, but with the right arm of thy 
firengthi enable us to make war in righteoufoefs, in 
the lot thou afligneft ! O ihew usthe lot ! SuflFer us 
not to wander in the dark, but be diou gracioufly 
pleafed fpiritually to lead us, by the cloud and pillar 
•f fire, certain tokens of thy holy approbation of the 
way that we take ! 

At Cork we ftaid, (except going one day to 
Bandon, and returning the next) eleven days, and 
attended nine meetings, and many private opportu- 
nities in friends' families, where counfcl and encou- 
ragement often unexpcfiedly opened, which wer« 
miniflered under the precious influence of divine 
love and life.; wherein the fpirits of a remnant were 
cemented together, in a degree of holy fellowfhipi 
and an exercife generally prevailed to help one ano- 
ther forward in the new and living way ; which in 
many places lies much unoccupied, the travellers 
having got into paths fo widely different^ that it is 
fometimes difficult to find it, and when found, fo to 
believe in its rectitude, as to make ftraight fleps 
therein. 

During my ftay in and about Cork, I had fre- 
quent occafions humbly to commemorate the wif-* 
dom, mercy, and power, of our gracious Helperi 
-who, in a time of deep humiliation and adverfity^ 
fuftained my poor tofTed foul ; and, by a portion of 
that holy faith which I knew to be his own immediate 
gift, gave mc to fee all his all*fufficiency, and my 
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o«ni BOlbingn^; and after ipelting all that waf 
within mcy by his humbling difpen(attons» ikw meet 
again to renew his image upon my hearty and fe^ 
caufe me to experience more largely ^e work of the 
oew crealioQ, and the neceflity of ever abiding in 
lowlineis of roind^ and treading the courts of the 
Lord with bolinefs and fear. Ol £ud my foul, 
withheld not from me whatever hatb this tendency ^ 
let the voice of the Holy One go forth, which faith, 
*< cut down the treei'' rather than it (bould overs- 
pread, and bring forth fruit to diihonour the 
great and excellent Name. Nevertbclefty may that 
which is pure be faftened, as with a band of iron in 
the tender graft qf the field ; that fo, humility and 
. iimplicity may fpring, and more loudly acknowledge, 
that the Moft High reigns in the kingdoms of men, 
and giveth of his own precious gifts and favours to 
whomfoever he will. 

We went from Cork to the houfe of a friend 
who, for fome moodis paft, has been in a low de« 
)eded ilate of mind } and in the evening my dear 
companion R. J. was dipped into his fituation, and her 
miouth was opened in living counfel and encourage* 
ment, which for a time feemed to revive him. Here 
I met with my dear hufband, to our mutual confbla* 
tions and from hence, after attending a meeting 
next day at Garryroan, which was a rather low 
time, we went to our mother's at Clonmel, and 
jrefled one day before the quarterly meeting for 
Munfter province came on* Our minds were mea« 
flirably baptia&ed for the approachinig folemnityi par« 
H 4 
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tbttlailytfaftt> of my" beliMred .iHttid Ri Ju 'v^ wMv> 
dear G* D. had good fienri^ei and the - meetifig^ 
though laborious^ were emincndy owned* with the 
extenfion of divine good, aikb friends wete reaeivedljp 
encouraged to fidthfiiliiers in their rotftSdr^ lets.* 
I fat aU die meetings filently, itot-withouta fdlovr^- 
£aeling and travail with tho<e engaged in tiinufig tfatf 
hatde to the gatd; but mjrfpirit was fo clothed^ 
with the gannent of 'moOrning^ and the fenle of m/^ 
own infufioiency^ that I vns ready toiqr, vHth the 
Prophet, ^^ I 'Will fpeak no tiiDre in Thy Namfe.^^ 
Yet tp be freferyed in a fiate of paitient exerdfe, and 
in refignation to.m^at Blight be die dlotted portion 
of fuffering-. in* tbds day of trial, was the fervent 
defire of any mind« In this fyueoe^ I have often 
known the moft fenfible incoobea of holy hdp, and 
been more enabled from tbe;)ce to bring up ftoixes of 
memorial, than when liie travail of niyfoui faas'been 
more iballow, and the flreams of the miaiftry have 
lain nearer the fur&ce of the people's fpirits : and 
O I that, in alt feafons of proving, I may nev«r 
ihrink fiTom . under that mdurnfol covering, till the 
fenfe of what I am, and a degree of living faith 
in the immediate teachings- of divine wifdom, are not 
only raifed, but prevail in my heart ; that> fo, the 
creature, its wifdom >and aflivi^^, may die dsvily, 
under that Powjer wbteh crucifies all that is of the 
Aeffa, and faii&ifies throughovt. After thequartierly 
meeting was over, we were moft eafy to fit with ^the 
-friends of that particular meeting} where I fdt an 
ppennefe for foipe reltgigus, commanication ^ jmd it 
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trill a cMe, But fevoixred tine; nevertheMs a degrn 
«f fibdnefe reonikicd witb nm. 
• After thb mcetiiig'was oi«r, and partaking of a' 
eup of heavwly coofelaiion in the' family of a rda^ 
tiais we we^ down to Antier Mills diat flighty and 
iMKft day fet off ibr Dubtin»> in order to aeietid the 
lulf yeflor's meetiBgi hddiii the eleventh month. If 
#aB a rather^ low^ tmi^' but holy help'was near 
{mc^Mng ' to' ancieot deelaretion) » t» the Poor itt' 
Spirity the exApeiM wrefttiog ieed, of whiob, through 
prdsnrrhg geodnefrv^v^ is^a jnmmant inthiB &uid i 
tvath nffaofe tribalMed patfa>Iiiave often thefrn dipped 
into jiear.fynlpatfay» and wm renew^ldty fo at this 
time : nevertfaelef% we had unitedly t^ MiiBve, that 
if ibmeof thde> perttled' in uftfiiiihfulneft to'the 
awnifiefaitions of- duty, ' ooncemtng their religious 
fervittes, they were in danger of occafioning to 
themielYes fiich a wildernefs travel^ as might prov6 
verydifficskfortbemtobed^tertd from. Thefe 
Were fervently and honeftly laboured with; '^^ to 
oferto the Lord the lacriike of thankfgiving) and 
td pay all their vows ^'^ that fo, a generation might 
be raifedi up more zealous for the honour and pro- 
aaulgation of*the gr^at Name, than many of later 
times have been. 

' My mind was greatly depreffed in this city» and I 
found it conduce to my iafetjs tow^igh well what 
I apprehended to be the motions of truth. Tha 
meetbigs were large, and my beloved companions 
being not only better qualified for fervice therein; 
but coming from f^ difiimt a part of the world ai 
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Pennfylvania in America^ and there being little or n^ 
prorpeA of their ever having another opportunjjty of 
fo Ailiy relieving their minds to friends in this landy 
I fought for obfcurityi which i$ alvrays moft defirabl^ 
to my own nMnd, knowing that lafety attends itf 
and that it requires deep baptifins and a cloCp 
dwelling with the gift» rightly to minifter life^ ^od 
vifit the feed in large mixed congregations. Without 
an. extraordinary degree of the(e> it feldom happens 
that the appearances of thofe who are young in 
experience, afford iatisfa&ion to the true church of 
Chrifty or that they reap the reward of folid inftruc* 
tive peace in their own minds; and often feeling 
that I am one of tbeie, the prayer of my fpirit has 
been, that I may be kept under the humbling fenfe 
thereof, and be preferved from burdening the living 
by being too (hallow in my fpirit, or fpreading too 
much into fruitlefs branches ; that fo, the great and 
excellent caufe of truth may never be difbonoured by 
or through me. Infinite wifdom is, neverthelefs, to 
dired and go before us, in the line of His own ap« 
pointment ; and under an apprehenfion of the puttihga 
forth of the heavenly Shepherd, I ventured to ftep 
forward in two large meetings } and through his 
fuftaining goodnefs, I was enabled to relieve my 
own ipind in a good degree s for which, with many 
gracious affiftances from time to time difpenfed, 
may my foul bow in humble gratitude and awful 
fear, through the continued ftages of my tried piU 
e;rimage! 

My dear friends R. J. and G. D. had great and 
good fervice in the courfe of thtfe meetings \ and 
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R« /• feelbg an engagemjsot to have a meeting vntk 
Ae women friends, (none being held for diiciplint 
for them at that fi»lbn of the year) after laying it 
before friends, it was cheerfally comfrfkd with> and a 
felid profitable meeting it proved. R. J. and myfel^ 
feeling fometbing more than a freedom to fit widi a 
committee of men friends, appointed by the national 
meeting to confider the fiate of ibciety, and com« 
piyjng with it, we were enabled to feel with friends 
theieon, and to lay down our refpedive bwdens. 
The evening preceding our leaving the city, and 
after the meetings were over, many friends being 
coileAed at our lodgings^ we had a refrefhing in* 
ftrufii ve opportunity of retirement ( wherein cotinfel 
and encouragement were miniftered, and friends 
parted under a living fenfe of the extenfion of divine 
favour to His church and Aunily. 

Next day we went to Baltiboys, a very poor fmall 
meeting ; after which we proceeded about five miles 
further, intending next morning to fet off for Mount *r 
melllck : but when all was ready for our departure, 
a hefitation fprang and fpread, refpefUng the pro* 
priety of our purfuing the intended plan ; and the 
more it was looked at, the more clearly it appeare4 
beft to fit with the few friends fchSt^ there having 
been many not of our profeffion at meeting the day 
before. One of our guides, therefore, kindly under« 
took to collect the members of the meeting together { 
which was done, and we had no caufe to repent our 
ftay, but were rather encouraged to truft in future to 
the turnings of the (piritual guide, who recjuires that 
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we fbouM be foUanrerS, and not leaders^ if we pttrfiie 
the path of true pe9ce» Inflead of g<Mng to Meimt* 
ndlick from Baltiboys» we went to BaUitore thtft 
nighcy and next day to Athy meetings then to 
MouatneUick) Montrafh, KnockbaUymafaer, BalJy- 
nakiU, and to Carlow to dhe quarterly meeting hel< 
there for Lekifter Province. It wa a nttiarinUy 
low time^ and the minds of many were -baptized into 
aieeUng fenfeof the coolnefi aad indifferencyy tbat 
prevails amongft the profefibra of trudi iathefe {art% 
and illent fiuln^d^-wae^muofa our lot. Intending from 
hence for Watej;ford, and the counties, of Weacford 
and Wickiow^ w^ firft paid a vifit to the Htde-meet^* 
ing at Caftledermot ; it was finall, but divine good- 
n^ was near. . My mind^ in time of filence, was 
comfortably gatbered from fome buffetingS) doubtings^ 
and difmay s and the language of the apoftle fweetly 
pafled throughi and. fettled, me in an humble confi' 
deq^e and calm ^ ^ be patient, eftabiifh your hearts i 
^( for t^e day of the Lord dsaweth nigh/' 

We returned to Carlow> and .next day attended 
their week'-day,. meeting ; after which we went to 
Ballydartoix belonging to Kilconner meeting, which 
1 was prevented from attending by a pain in my head 
apd teejth; but wfis enabled to proceed with my 
companions to Rofs next day> where growing worfe, 
they wqre undfir tb« neceffiity o£ leaving me, after 
they had iat with the few frtentb d»ere, in order to 
attend the firft day meetings at Waterfbrd, where my 
huiband and div^s of our relations from Clonmel 
^Bfj^G to meet us^ ^My R. G. came to me, and vrstf^- 
^ truly acce{>ta^ gueA^ ^y ^^^ having funk, and 
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inf (beogth {seming to be cxlunifted ivitb the pain. 
I was £6 much relieved as to be able to go next dsij 
to WaDerfim], to rgoia my bek>ved friends R. J« aiki 
G. D. whofe company and feevicts have been, 
dvough the courfe of this Joimiey, mftxii6KTe and 
^reagthemng to myi often dottbting mind. When 
lhroiq(h.the defcending of heavenly virtoey my fyitit 
has been csemented with tbeirS) and in the nmtjr and 
wrenaot of Jifey anrfaarmonious exeircife has prcv^Siedt 
ifk.mtj either in publt€ or in fecret^ I hatre had^ 
KHfiwedLy to admire the gracious 'condefeenfion of 
our hdy Head and High Prieft, in ancAntmg, in any 
degree, ibra wovk fo ^eac and awiiO, and leading- 
into tbiaeacelknt ftJUowflyp.- > -^ 

At Wafierford we ftaid their week-day meeting oft 
third dajPf which was a favoured tirttei and after 
haying iikewife divers oomfortabie religious oppor^- 
tunities with, friends of that place, (tho'e being a^ 
qukkeoed remnant growing in the ipirkud life) we 
took leave of them .under a precious fienfe of divine 
fuperintending caee^ and went to Foreftf Cooladine, 
Randal's .MiUs^cBaUinciIajy B^dlieane^ and Wicklow^ 
and found an honeft^hearted ft t of friends, who are 
preserved in a. good dpigree of confifteney with. the 
ps;iociple0 we profeiis; yet there are others who ' 
widely Oilier in this reipeUt 

Our kind friend }.W. having mfet-us at Balltcane, 
we went in company' with ^him to Dublin on the 
feventh day of the wcek^ and' next day attended their'' 
ineetif^s in Meath<^flreet and Syoafloope Alley; at-' 
both^. which my companions- wore- filent. My mind 
was. deeply exercifed in them, and as I perceived fome 
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little opening for publick labour, I gave up dieret» 
under many diicouragtng impreffions ; in part the 
efft6\s of a reafoning difpofition^ and unprofitable 
ruminating on the repeated labours of more qualified 
inftruments, and the unfuccefsfulnefs of many of 
them ; and in part, I truft, of a right and neceiiary 
jealouiy over myfelf, left I fhould be the means of 
conveying a lifelefs multiplicity of words, or be found 
feeding the people, when the divine word might 
proclaim a fait. But it awfully fprang in my mind, 
that if ever fo fmall a warning was given me to 
deliver, and I concealed it, the blood of thofe for 
whom it was intended might, according to the decla- 
ration of the Moll High to the Prophet, be required 
flt my hands. As this vifit to the nation was clofing, 
a fecret prayer was begotten in me, that we might 
\m enabled as faithfully and willingly to finifli the 
work, as, through humbling operations, we were 
refigned to begin it ; which, to the praife of His 
grace who puts forth and goes before His own (beep, 
we were ftrengthened to do, and bad afirefli to difcover 
that His ways are not as our ways, nor His thoughts 
as our thoughts. 

When we apprehended ourfelves at liberty to (ail 
from that city, and had agreed with a captain bound 
for Whitehaven for our paflage there, the wind proved 
contrary, and we found it Cife to look around us, that 
if any little fervice was omitted, it might then be 
performed. This we were ready to think vras not 
much the cafe, having attended their men's and 
women's meetings on third day, where, through 
divine ability gracioufly afforded, we had a dpfe,. 
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ftarchiiig, and humbfing feafon : but now ftanding 
ipi the rcfignation, not being detained of onrfelves^ 
divers opportunities for publick and private labour 
unexpeftedly opened, generally tending to invite the 
Ignorant, and to encourage the lincere and drooping 
minds to &ith in the fufSciency of the gift of God 
in themfelves, for the fan£Hfication of the <bul, and 
the neceflary fupply of every ipiritual enjoyment, and 
qoalification acceptably to worfliip; which muft now, 
as formerty, be fought for, in the beauty of holinefs, 
and in newnefs of life. The wind proving contrary, 
we ftaid over another firft day,, when my companions 
G. D« and R. J. were enabled to bring up living 
ftolies of memorial, to the feah'ng I truft of their 
teftimony on the fpirits of many ; and my cop of 
afiedionate fellowlhip feemcd to overflow in fecret« 
Tlie next day a gale rofe in our favour, which vm 
thankfully accepted, and were gendy wafted over by 
it in twenty-five hours;, having had as pleafant a 
voyage as we could wiih for, ficknefs excepted ; and 
for the holy direfiing and proteding power of im« 
mortal goodnefs, we are gratefully humbled. 

We flaid one night at Whitehaven after our land- 
ing, and next day attended their week-^day meeting, 
which was a low time. Soon after it clofed, we fet 
(bS for Greyfouthen, where R. J. and I flaid that, 
night. Our much-loved friend and companion G« D« 
and his wife (who had been with us ever iince we 
were at Cooladinc) finding it conduce moft to their 
peace to iby the quarterly meeting for Cumberland, 
to be held the week after ; and we having a profpeft 
of attending the quarterly meeting for the county of 
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Yorkiy to be held at Leeds, we fouftd the time for 
our fepartlkffi was come ; and had to commemorate 
the kindnefii of infinite wifiloro, in fo cafting vb 
to^etherv and cementing us, according to our 
meafures, in the hidden life. Here we, took an 
a&fiing and afiie&ionate farewell of each other. 

We flopped at Cockermouth in our way to Kendal^ 
and fpent a few hours very agreeably with our friends 
J. and.B. D. and .their children ; and before we left 
them, the fpring of heavenly confolation arofe, and 
lefreflied both vifitors and vifited ; and with grateful 
hearts we kt off, and reached Kefwick that night ; 
and next day, having a pleafant ride among the 
mountains, we were favoured in good time to get 
10 K«ndal, where my dear companion had an 0{^r* 
tunity of vifiting I. and R. W/s children, who, 
fince fhe was there before, had loft their honourable 
finher; and it was a humbling fiivoured opportunity. 
Finding ourfclves at liberty to leave that place, and 
R» J. having pafled by-Wray and Bentham meetings 
IKben flie was that way before, and now feeling ^ 
draft towards them, we went next day, the twenty- 
fiBAurth of the twelfth month, to Wray, and in the 
evening had. a good meeting Mrith the few friends 
t^wxe^ and fome others who came in.- Next morning 
we went to Bentham meeting, which was an 
exerciiing time, but ended in awful fupplication, 
wherein my beloved companion was public kly en- 
gaged. Having an evening meeting appointed at 
Settle, we arrived there in time, and it proved a 
folid inftrudive feafon. From thence on fecond 
day, the twcnty-fuctb> we got to Lecds^ and there 
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il^y, and bold tiU Ateevming of • tho twvnAyuttinthi 
Through th« (i^fal fittiiigs- ^b^d^ I Jiad ttn« 
4ftutKi^y to balieve that wf oompaciioawaft iaher 
rigbt.flt6ci md wa^iteiikfiij^ nsdet tleco0fidem«- 
tipa, dk^tv^ worr diem ii» better ^mUapii than our 
awnf :fuul were, fonni worthy td faeilr afliase in tha 
iMght of fySeting$f nrhicfa gcAenUy &lteUd< theft. 

;uJBilM» Jk>i)m befaig dMj^olMtOi^nAftli^^ 
i^««ftiwirti ov. iMta4 friend G. ti.: w^ 
^Hr t|pffWly meetiQg^ «i|d I oune hooiewstds^ nAib 
3. define fightl^ tp feel lay:iv«jfv wbtcher tO;oaifttaiit 
a w^le ionlg^r wiiib thia my endeared Inend, ia faee 
cflUgioHft farvtce) or vetufn enycetti&tafee: for though 
IJiad a pvo^ped^ trheii I left honie» of vifittdg the 
vreA^mf^t o£ this hatioiiy to^^wfaieh my oertifieflie 
Wt ^MiLlMdEefled^ |ttttf tdecotmiiifioiiilioulddore 
ftyniir. thaa 1 rlwfted^ foi^ iktjcotuflkfme therewkfa 
9pgmHmmotaBkf^9»ixim}M^ if it ifaouM extend 
fiinheei: ieeiag.that«tfaeeietoe of:^ otur retigioue 
mmeaiems coofifls in fhoHiiviae patting foctb, aod 
$JHi, centmialiaii of ho^taaoimingi ififakh we haw 
ahimdafle ouutk to acfcaoadedo^e^ is noeaC dlir i 
attnd* .' . .- r • " 
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CHAP. IV. 



Account rf her Vifit to fome of the Wejiern Coutitiee 

of England. 

A FEW months after her return from Irebmd, 
flie felt a renewed engagement to accompany 
her friend R. Jones, on a vifit to fome parts of die 
weftern counties in England. Of the principal partg 
^of this vifit, flie has left the following journal. 

. ^ After my return from Ireland, my beloved com- 
panion R. J. being detained in Yorklhire^ on divers 
accounts, for three months, I was tho^by iet at 

'liberty to adjuft fome family concerns at home, and 
pay ibme vifits to neighbouring meetings astrudi 

^appeared to open the way; efpecially to Whiti^^ 
Scarborough, Bridlington^ Hornfea, and Hull ; 'in 

' the courfe of which my mind was, in the needful 
time, mercifully fupported with renewed .fupplie» of 

'faeiy help, though, in general, in a low and ftripped 
ftate ; fearing lef(, in the exercife of the gift,- a seal 
which is not according to true knowledge, nor origi* 
nating in that baptifm of fpirit wherein the creature 
is humbled, fhould fo mix with the divine openings, 
as to carry away the feet of the mind from that Me 
Handing in the deeps, which is jufljy compared to 
the bottom of Jordan* Here, it is nccefTary fot 
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tnjtf gdfpel ininifters, fteadtly to abide^ with the 
weight of the ferviee they are engaged in upon their 
(boulders, till the fpirits of the allembled ai'e^ in 
fome degree, attni^d to the promifed land, the new 
heaven and the new earth, wherein dwclleth the 
nghleouihe(s't)f &ith^ and where Qnritual worfliip is 
rightly performed, in the beauty of holinefs and 
n^wnefi of life^ To be inftrumencal in the divine 
band in thus, in any meafure^ converting the ipirits 
of Ihcife to whom we maybe led to minifter, requires 
an unAion altogether unmixed; but when revolti^ 
backffidifig, and a fiiperficial fpirit, have been necef-* 
fiirlly unveiled, I have, fometimes, diftreffingly found> 
that fbme of my armour was carnal : and O I how 
hath all that was within me been humbled at the 
difcovery, that the Lord's righteous controvcrfy with 
the works of darknefs, had not been righteoufly 
upheld, nor the door of eicape therefrom wifely 
#penedk An increafe of experience convinces me, 
that.preaching is a nqrftery which every one exercifed 
tfaepein^ has need to be often induftrioufly and im^ 
partially learning, as far as concerns themfelves ; and 
where this is the caie, I am abundantly perfuaded^ 
that our dependonce amtk be drawn from the fenti^ 
ineats of thofe friends to whofe judgment we are 
moft attached, in order rightly to diftinguiih betwixt 
the unity of the one infallible fpirit, and their par** 
tiality to us, and to be weighed in the juft balance 
of the fiioduary, where we are fometimes found de« 
fcS6y€^ even when all around us (peak peace. 

^ My dear hufhand aocompanied me in this little 
tmnd: fats fympadiiting mitid^ and care for my 
I a 
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prefervation every way, was truly ftrengHtenlngi 
and afforded frequent occafiont of humble thatdc-* 
fulneTs to the Author of all good, who had fe boun^ 
tiAiIly provided for me, both in fpiritUBl and tei n p cual 
' fhihgs. After our return home we gave up hooft^ 
keeping, not with a conclufion that we ihoM re- 
Move from England, but under an apprehenfioit that 
It was right to take that ftep^ as the way q>ened for 
my being agidn united in fervic« with my beloved 
companion R. J. and my hufband had no profpeA (tf 
being fettled during my abfence. We therefo|i# 
removed our furiuture, and durfelves to York, tht 
quarterly meeting there being at hand i after whiehi 
the I ft of 4th month, 1786, I went to Ackwofth t& 
meet my companion^ Who had gone thftter the day 
before* ^ 

We ftaid at Ackworth on forft day, and found fome 
cloTe and neceflary labdur, not only in puUitlc^ but in 
private opportunities, amongft the mafters, miftrefl^, 
and feh^antsi feverally } for the Eheniy of all good 
hath proved himfelf bufy, in endhivouring to fow hii 
tares amongft the good feed in diat inftitutioh sfaid 
family y and nntefs tfiofe on vrhom the weight and 
care of it moft devcdve, ke^ in view the needSty 
of attending more to the holy Oracle in thei^ move* 
tients, than to the ftrehgth of thetr own wifikm aiid 
underfianding, it will lofe the luftre ttrtt khith wouM 
put upon it, ahd become the nurfery of a wbrMty 
ipirit, thotigh difgttifed vnth an appearance of re^ 
ligious form. There is in*thal (aAfly a fii<forflig> 
v^eftlin^ feed, an exercHed reinittnt, wMch Plough 
inall, is a meanS) under the divine Uelittg, of Ibe^ 
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Jfig Qpm the ^tng of life j aod if fuch keep their 
fbctM^ Acre is f eafoa to hope that more will be 
.a4cb4 to their immber» wdi through the infiiience of 
.ihetr.esouapLe^ the truth» in i^ own fimplicit^t gaiii 
gffm^f inftead of the Jifgyiied fpirit of error. A 
.filmatioii of love floiv^ jto fvcb^ under a lenfe 
Vf^tfd we left tfiem, fj^vt our word^y friend W» ^« 
who went with m to Wakefieldi where divers are 
1994^ Cpnvj^cemeDti and bff^e of them appear to be 
lightijr b. ^re we ha4 ^ open, i^ftru^ve oppor- 
Pmtf I and from thepce went to Bradford^ and next 
^ proceeded to Map^::hefter, where we attended 
theii^ week-dajr meetings in which my companIo;i 
. Wf^ P^y £ivp9&red to djp into the ftate of ^ feed) 
9nd prafit9bly to vUi( it» find iUence was« I believe, 
f ighdy my k>t« 

From MaAchefttr we went to Stockpor^ Maf def- 

fieldy Morley, and lb to Warrington^ to the monthly 

peeking tb^Wi whire again I ^ugjbt my companion 

hyd eminwt /brvice, and clofe fearching labour, 

IH^rewitb I felt ^ ipiritual travail, and fympadietic 

jgiOVnuBg ov^r the great carnality, and departure 

. bom ^f way of p gyej ^ w^ipch greatly prevail in that, 

.ipd dpe i^c^B^^ouric^ placest Thomgh there is 4 

P^onliar people, and a royal priefthood, in that 

. .«icpthly meeting, yet as t^e number in a very dif« 

. ferent ^pifit^ is great^ .the pi^e life is prevented from 

^drculatiqg, and puriiyii^ the temple^ So that the 

' f rpfP^ amoi\gft the yonth efpe^ially, is exceedinjgly 

^fjfyf$§ngmg'p diffipation, or the gilded corrupcionis 

^.,pf humw nature having po(refli,on, and, like the 

• %i^ '^^ mn^ kcNeping the houfe and all thfi 

' 1 3 
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goods thereof in peace : and 'till a ftronger than bc^ 
by the fpirit of judgment and of burning, diflodges 
him of his hold, calls him out, and (poils all his 
goods, there is but little room to cxpeft fudh t» 
demonftrate unto others, by the livelinefs of their 
fpirits, the circumfpedion of their condufl, and a 
rightly feafoned converiation, that they are acquainted 
with the efEcacious virtue of true religion. * 

From Warrington, my hufband returned to Yorfc- 
fhire, in company with William Rotch of Nantucket, 
and wc back into Chefliire. It was a rather gloomy 
parting to me, being very unwell with a rheumatick 
complaint in my head, and more deprefled in mind 
than I was free to exprefs to any ; which is often the 
cafe with me, when under a fenfe of the awfulnefs 
of the work I am embarked in, of the little cffeft it 
has on the minds of many, and of my own exceeding 
great weaknefs, and apparent unfitnefs for engaging 
in facred things : fo that my way oft feems to lie 
by the valley and fhadowof death, where I feci 
niyfelf fubje£l to fearflil appreheniions, and a deep 
and gloomy exercife. Neverthclefs, to the praife of 
the divine grace, my foul can thankfully and humbly 
acknowledge that, through what appeared the fmallcft 
grain of iaith, • preTervatlon hath been experienced, 
and ftrength to afcend, in the Lord's time, that holy 
mountain where nothing can hurt or deftroyj be- 
caufe the creature, and its attendant evils are fub- 
^edled, and accefs to the feaft of fat things, and of 
wine well refined, is graciouffy afforded, to the re- 
newed fupport of the drooping mind, which was 
r^dy, but a Uttlc before,, to caft away its confix 
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ieacCf and bf^ ^ the Lord hath foigotten me.'* 
^hus, as by a tender father, are we dealt with, 
under thofe proving difpeniations, which are eflen- 
tiaSy neceflary for carrying forward the work of 
fan£tification in the foul^and a preparation to receive 
die infeription o^ ^ Hdineft unto the Lord/' 
When I confider the neceffity hereof, a fear, on 
the other hand, often arifes left it fhould be partially 
or. fiq)erficial]y effedtd; ahd a fervent craving of 
^irit^ that the refining operations of the Holy Ghofl 
and Fire, may fo perfonn their affigned office, as 
that every fpecious appearance of felf*love may be 
confumed, and the fpring of a^on, in the per- 
formance of both religious and moral duties, rendered 
pure. Thus variouily is the attention of the tra- 
vailing ibul turned ; and if the pure difcoveries of 
truth are but the objed fingly fought for. He who 
created light out of darknels, and hath [own it for 
the righteous, doth, in times of our greateft extre* 
mity reveal himfelf to be the Lord Almighty, 

From Warrington we went to Sutton, Franley, 
Newton, Chefter, Nantwicb, and Middlewich ; when 
our vifit to Chefhire feemed ended, where^ as in 
other places, we had to view, and mpiurn over, the 
defolation which hath prevailed amongft the profefTors 
of truth s fo that the Heathen may query, <^ Whert 
*« is their God?" 

Our next ibge was to Leek, and fo to Colebrook 
Dale. We had meetings both at the New and Old 
Dale, which were £ivoured flrepgthening feafons, by^ 
ability being gracioufly afforded and accepted, to fink 
down deep in^ fuffering with the preciQus feedi 

I* 
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and ft ikde cxercifiMl rmnanfe were found 'vr«Mii^ 
in rptrit for tfac divine Ueffing) who were vifited in 
Ac Nnewiags of Ufe, and inftnidiire CDinifel twmi 
Ittwacds them. Divers of the younger (brt amoogil 
fhemv hftve been vifited by.«flUdtfia> the day cf iho 
Xrord hatb cooie Mpon all that wss li^ up^ and 
:llie projefb, Itice the fliipa /of Tarflufh^ wiiich were 
intended to go to fctch gold, have teen bfolcen 
/early in their fetting out, s^ at Ezjongeber, and att 
tbeir pleafiuit pidures fpoilcd ; which have cvidentif 
been permitted in mercy, that dKir a&^oos miglvt 
be looiiened from things tnnfient and perifhing; and, 
inftmJ thereof, durable riches and righteoufiidB be« 
eome their inheritance. But as this worlc is great 
and glorious, and cannot be e&ded, ikve by the 
humbling proceiies of the work of iandi&Gatioii in 
,the foul^ a deep engagement dw^t upon my ound, 
ih^t thofe in whom lihis work is begun» niay be 
.preferved from flinching under it, or taking them*- 
felves, or one another, as out of thei iiunace, befooe 
it effeA the ^reat end for which it was prepared i 
imd' that, being redeesned from the fMperficies oif 
mligious experience, to an entire dependance on 
the My purifying fpring of immortal life, they may 
^qpprove themCblves the humble followers of Chtift i 
and, through the eil|cacy of liis own fpirit^ be 
qualified to advocate the canfe of truth 4nd right 
teoufhefs. 

From Cpalbrook Dale, we went to Shrewfhury, 
and were at two meetings there on firft day, which 
were favoured opportunities^ the latter was publick, 
^ % ^rec^t many of the town's people attended. 
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ViMre are fbme vUk«d yMing paopb in Ait fho^ 
wni a pro^Md of a revival coorfortablgr affeOid ow 
toittds. It was here <» be detennined wteber «« 
IIkmiM turn toiwda WoMcilarfiiiie^ HeraCMdiW«% 
ifte. or into Wakai ^ridch wm oecafioa of .aaa^ 
inquiiy to find out die good and aeoeptible waf 4 
end as eof niiiidf wtie ikigle heivin, we wm« ftvowMd 
to wiice JA tfieeondufion^ that it was better noire* 
tam info Wales, a ftep we had no tndoa to i«pent4f 
Dnany eceonnt, finding a fieacefiil leienity aliendim 
our minds dsrough the coude of a fidiury travel 
therein ; widi fudi a fupply of ftrei^th to dip ineo^ 
and vifit Ae feed in thofii perts, as was caide of 
humUe thanfefiilneft to die Author of everjr good and 
^iritual gift. His eye perceives the moft obftiM 
farts of Iris own creation) and gracioufly compel 
fionates His humble fuppltant children, wlio, under n 
fenfe of .Aeir own wants, ave ciftikig idl their cam 
upon bhn,' and looking fingly to bis bountifiil hand 
fbr feod eonveniene finr tlym, both fpiritual and tern* 
poral, in preference to the luxurious enjoTment of 
tranfitoiy tilings ; defiring that bleffing which makes 
trulj ridi, and whereunto no deady forrow is added. 
We were comfDrted in finding a number of this foft 
in Wales, particularly at Tuthjmigarreg andLbtddlees 
though, at the former, amongft (fivers of dieir mem*- 
"hcrsj a worldly fpirit and litkewarmnefe about the heft 
things prevail. 

We were alfo at Eftirgoch, a very poor delblate 
place everyway; but fome folid people not proidBns 
with DS attended the meeting, were a help to it 1 and 
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mf belovedcomiMuiioQ w» dinwn in^ lanfuag; ^f 
moibladaii to yifit fqme of tbofe, who*w«re ^/hpcp 
vwidoriiig upon die pioiiiit»iflH stpd paoting afi^, a 
Acpb'cKiL It was from dus fdaoe we weat to IJi^iii- 
4k)% where we had.A JiHrgc^iii4>Uck m^i^ .mpd 
from dietiee:t0 Rhyidyr» a plaf:e.wber^ theiyeac^;.^ 
ftieiidsy. but wfaere we ha4* a fs^sfi^ory mf^etiag 
amongft the towo'a people, in one of .the ro<ms of 
ahe iiMii and after it we^ to P^lesy and, were at 
0Metif^. there next day^. which waa a laborious 
ftarching opportuoity> many diforderly walkers beiog 
Aaxc. We then ftfipt out o( Wales> and vifited the 
ttw frienda ait AlmSIy and LeominfteT) ia Hereford* 
flitrt. The firft ia if^ry finall, having fcarce any 
^beagth to liipport a meeting; but many ibiid neigh-> 
teuie attending!, it was. a. precious lively oppor^unMiy) 
nad my ^[riffit waa bmnbledt and awfiiUy reverenced 
die condefcending gDodnefe of mir Almighty Helper, 
^R^hafe hnringkindoeTs ia better than li|b, and. tt^ 
Jtftittg up of the li^t.of hU countenance, than great 
riches* 

The meeting at Leominfter was low and trying. 
We went from heme to Troy near Monmouth in 
South Wales: here we lodged one ni^t^ and next 
OMimij^ fet oiF for Pontipool to the quarterly meet- 
ing, wbieh was to be held the .firft day following. 
Our dear and much valued friends T. Corbyn, H. 
Wilkins, and T. H. overtook us upon the road i we 
weore mutually glad to fee each othe;r, and alfo to feel 
each odiers fpirits in the meetings we attended to* 
igethcr at Pontipool aod CardifTi whither, we yfct^t 
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fabBt' Ike'iiiiftiteily nieedng vtt» tikbci) to attond 
Ae-Weldi yearly meeting* .My mind) on dtafriag 
*near ta that place, was awAiUy affeSed, in^ i m e wW 
fenfe of the important flation of a goipel miaifttt^ 
iH^cb, the .more my i«iliderflanding is opened, ikr 
more I peixeive to call for a watchful care to keep in 
the ftation, and to prefenre it unblamable, by endcn- 
vouring to dwell low enoagh with the gtfc. So as 
rightly to diftingnifli between a filent miion with the 
feed in meetii^ (wherein we fomedmea fympathiae 
with the concerns of others,) and our own puhUel: 
fervice for the caufe. Aad I was thankful in feeUog 
my fpidt humUy condrtted, under a.lenfe t>f my ovan 
weaknefi, and (he commemoratioii of infinite kind- 
ne& in-times paft $ and I fecietiy foppUcated that the 
approaching *folemnily might be gmctoufly owned 
with the virtue of divine life, knmediattly io^xiited 
from the great Minsfter of miniflers; whersbylfelt, 
in a good degree, ftrengtheaed liur my Awn meafiare 
of exerctfe^ which proved to bealtogether ift fiknoe. 
But this was not the cafe with fome others ; witha 
fcw. of whom a ienfe of near unity attended my Ipirit, 
both in a fecret travail of ^iik, and in the exercife 
of their gifts $ never, that I remember, being fi> 
fenfible of the purity of that Kfe which, and wUch 
oflfly, quickens fervices in the church, and qualifies 
the centred mind, to judge ri|^tcoufly concerning 
publick oflleriftgs in meetings. Whatever has a ten- 
dency to cMe up' the ^ring of this life, by cafting 
rubbiih thereinto, inftead of induftrioofly removing 
it, fuch as/the (hallow fuperficial judgment of the 



wManl mind, its oid«iqwriflBee$ wad wifdmt, wkt4k 
MnhM Mt 0f the Ufe, can aeYer afiiloi^f innle 
A^wmBiiug Qualy that is imtiiig afttr the puit onlk 
^ the diTiiie woKd, to diofoiuMiuii of fpiritiisd eoft» 
MtfeioB) or refreOi dwduriAkii pilgrim in hfejoum^ 
he^VM-wards. O die purity of A$t life whidi is 
-UdiwtlllCiMriftiiiOedl It cannot be fuppofMl iMt 
4)r<dio flefli and Mood, llie virUm or dhrino na^iuie, of 
IJhe Son I nor ^ean it unite with time which it not 
^songcniil to itbif. There k a f^ini^ which, lake 
Ihe whirlwind, the earth<iua]ce, ^aiid the fire^ makes 
ipparent effe6hi upon naitiire, ihalcea it, tfaiswe it 
into confafioA, andicindlea it with uatempeiod«<pl| 
bni proves very iefieiene in feeding it upoa the fiwe 
feundotion, or introducing it into duit reft which is 
ipfepared foi* the ptople of God, who c^ide feem^idl 
dieiriown works; or teaching it to diftuiguaft be^ 
cween the roice of the Shepheid, and the voios. of 
the Amnger 4 Hence^ many, otheiwife weUr4irpofed 
.mioda, ham got bewildered, ditir aUeotWMi 4lp9r^ 
fmm the onefreat Obfe^ and fiKed4ipeo ferrifaps 
iof their owA) wiiich, in time, are fb dep^pided upm 
lor righteoufiiefe, tbac die hunger whioh vm ifmos 
hegonen d igfi a fes , ^nd die flaie of.thp ctutf^ih pf 
IiandiCiw beoomes di^irtj growiQ£> rich and iuil, 
jwi«Bfiiig.iK^ith go(^ and in need ^f nothing; )prbai, 
ela«l AoMi^ ^tdojife th^r lypcgmiyfl, t|^r fiqwtjpn 
;ie moft wretdiiM> and, in die light of tiittith» thoy^< 
difeovered to ftand in. need of mrofy ii^. . yodcr 
thefe confiderations Mijioiai ia qi^o inArufiied in 
.^lieqc^ty^o^ coi^4ing.OQ|y io jtl^ ^fvio^. of ]£fe 
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MM; Mi Ap|ffO¥lflg Mdriiig u tdipomj but frini 
4000169 fi^oin it, or to under Ms prepirbg ftnaiQuig 
^<M(rert And for th'w end^ it is tieceffiuy t6 be very 
fMdiM over dM aA»rky of Mfy thM iht 1^^ 
te ttied, and mjr Aitt p^OTtd, wheAer it is g r emrf t d 
fttMl eAibtiflied upon the ri^ folindttion, or it of 
tM ftrt llMtt wtvers and floitt tqxMi ttijr imtgi nuy 
fMAnlMiMH wherebjr I mtj he rendered of ttiofc 
fphoart not u^^SKptSts^f tUng ak tfie Iiand«f G«d# 
James f. 6^ j* There are fo many ways for ite 
Miiid, wiMn it is off its giiani) - to be enfnared ^eittsr 
into fttftfible daritneft) or a rij^teounicfii of its <nvnf 
#feMi'' is woiA of aH) tiait| ivhen elodied wirii*a 
Hbnft o^ my itifimity and weaknefs^ I monrn in 
i^lritjr send am thiitltfiil when, in a grilQ of md» 
dtikertted fgiO^ I csfaf fcy^ « If dlou wilt) thou ein|l 
^ make me dean/' and htwtkt for the bleiSng of 
ynilefvation. 

From a fear of bring Inftvumentsd in ftttling down 
yMng people e^iedaily) in the- form of godKnefs 
' Witilottt the power ; and uf^ng Aem to an appear^ 
ance whicib might create Huf^comphcence) and 
liHioniKne tiiem to an appfenennon, that they are 
further advftnccK) in the wovlc of religion than U 
mSlf the cafe) I ha^e often forborne to dR>p foch 
advice upon vac uibjeci! tyf drelS| ankongft tnofe who 
were mconnnenr in ineir appeanince) as^ tomenniesy 
'I fift tht tefnmony of troth to diftate > a departure 
fttim tme fimpBcity herein being generaRy obvious. 
At kfge meetings parrictdarfy, where friends from 
diftant pans my icoBefted, there is a confiderable 
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•pficarttice of inconfiftency in clothing and defittt«f 
noor^ which> with many other things, indicate a Iqyo^ 
of the world, and a feUqwflup with its fpiri^ : but 
though a regulation herein is only a finall part of the 
fruit of the good Tree, yet it is as aflUredly a part) 
aa the more ftriking conftitucnts of a Qhriftian* 
^ Whatlbever is not of faith is fin," is a compre^ 
henfive truth, which neither approves an incoafiibnt^ 
nor. a plauiible appearance and conduS, merely as 
fuch.; but wholly condemns every part of our olives 
wliich is not governed by the redeeming SpiHt of 
truth, wherein our faith fhould ftand : fo that, Co 
attain this ilate, to.live under the righteous control 
#f divine monition, is I apprehend to be a follower 
of Chrift, under whofe fpiritual bapdfin.the precious 
is ftparated from the vile, and by whofe fan^ the 
chaff, to which the vanities of this life may be com* 
pared, will fly, and leave the wheat, ibr divine 
prote&ion, in the heavenly garner. 

Reeling my mind^xawn to a little folid convert* 
tiqfk with a young woman, to whom I had felt near 
unity, and whom I believed to be under the pfopariog 
ha^id fo|r fervice^ but diffident in fpirit^and a fi^itahle 
opportunity offering, I accepted it ^ wherein I dropped 
a little matter by way of encovinigement to.her> in 
her iilent ileppings and hidden exercifesi taki;ig< 
occafioi^ to obferve, that as (he had hitherto been . 
pjcf^ierved, in a good meafure, independent of human 
confolations, fo I wiflied her to continue, believing 
that the, arm of Omnipotence was moft eminentlj 
revealed to us^ in this ftate of finglenefs^ under fiich,,. 
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il^iritfial proviDgsand conflids as are eflfentiaBj ne-* 
cdlai^ for fiuidificatton. It was a time of muttol 
comfort, TgiA I was tbankftil that I ga^e tip to it. 

At Cardiff we met again our belored brodier G. 
D. which both he and we rejoiced at. He was mudi 
iaTOured in feveral of the meetings, efpeciallj the 
ptthBck ones, which were large ; but my dear com- 
pzhion had not much opennefs for publidt labour, 
till the laft opportunity with friends feled^ when (he 
was ftrengthened to vifit the members of our focietf 
in 'a meihoraUe manner ;' which with fome wiH, I 
tmft, be as a nail fattened in a fure place. In o«r 
way from Cardiff to Briftol, to which we were 
bound, we ftopped at Newport to breakfaft, where 
my companion and G. D. felt an inclination to have 
a publick meeting, which was readily comfdied with^ 
and held in a room in the inn ; many came to it, and 
it was a favoured opportunity. 

We proceeded on our journey, crofled what is 
caUed the New Paf&ge, and reached Briftol late that 
night. We met with a hofpitable reception from 
Ly£a Hawkfword^, widi whom we fojoumed, and 
next day I went with my compamon and Lydia to 
fee our beloved honoured friend, C. Phillips, then 
at J. Hiplley's at Congerftury. She was in a languid 
fbte of hhiidi, which in fome degree occafioned ft 
depreffion of fpirits ; but her befl fife Was ftrong, 
Aongh hid from herfelf vrfth Chrift in God. She 
ha&been a fUthfiil, laborious (ervant in the church, 
el^cially under the exercife of her gift, which was 
mdflent ftr lu purity, its cc^ioufiiefs, and deanidi i 
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Jiftingutihing the good and evil trees by repre&n^g 
their fruits in their true light* Her mhuftry had 
a tendency to raife into dominion the pure Ufe^ and 
in fupplication ihe hath been often wonder&lly 
ftvoured with near acceis^ and enabled to:caft down 
•vny crown^ and to alcribe worihip and praife) tai* 
V9tioa and ftrength, to the Lord God and the L*iib« 
Since my mind has been gracioufly vifited with s 
lenfe of truth) fiich hath been my ientiment concern* 
ing thia great and good woman: but aboitt two 
years ago> to my humble admirationi in a ieafon of 
great proving of ^rit, it was fo renewed and fealed 
to me» the inwani attraftion fo ftrongt ^^ the 
evidence that (he was a fiuthfiii follower d[ the Lamb 
fo undoubted, (a language fweetly flowing through 
my rntnd) ^^ I have cholen her and flie is mine>") that 
I not only rejoiced| and was ftrengthene4 but <kw 
the abundant fuperiority of the unfoldings of truth, 
to all the prepofleffion we can receive from the 
experience of others ; my want of an outwavd ac* 
^uaintance with her being thus amply fuppUed by the 
gracious condefcenfion of the Head of the church, 
ifho wifely and myfterioufly imttes together the large 
andfinall members of His body, and, by fuch con- 
nedion, makes them more ufeful to each other tfian 
tbey know, or can of themfelves conceive. Where 
diis union and fenie is thus received, I am of the 
belief that nothing but a departure from the divine 
li^ wherein a chriftian feUowlhip ftands, can ever 
alt^r our inward feelings towards the Lord's anointed. 
Though I am often difinayed at the light of things 



ilkkim iM'tia^Qultt a$d Ihxnt the tiiie AjAbA ib^ 
hare been ready to fay in my hafte; ^ jdl i^an aoe 
Jkte >'" Tet k wa»«ia$te^ .^F rqpeiired icplifaiftMdf and 
4biii#«|e«( Hi inM» it^ on' bMt io conqpMiy fnWt 
PUT hAk>fied#ic«4>*C. PhUlififl^ ^yifattin^refpodiflg 
Horiwerp«cvVned»^wMiAii9ieiCn^si^ fioT 

ihifrMigeQPOifeceAivrjiAb M i (/mpathf, and 

Aut^^ Ite faiifi«cif|gs«d flcMiis of die.dragpn, yrn^ 
;«ld' of ibis (t«fiipMaoi6:as in tke Mo^eraefs } .#faere)' 
rt iii g li i)i0»littDgwed, ]^ witA itiKonqitaredifiafitiiudd, 
iflle 4ioUy reQAcd eyery ioipQrluttity .to eonxDaod the 
4onert9(be <ndt bsfstd^ fHawog fullered y6A her. 
Xjord «mI lAn&cty and been* pi?efenred through tn&ity 
'tempMtitaiSy my fecret belief was Aat life wBl -again 
aiife'Wbflnflaaltyih hef) and her garments, eVen in' 
iCbis'flate of ^mutabiSty, be ivoflked and made white 
,iA the Uood of 4he fiiifimng, yet yiAoripus Lamb. 
,Aad oh 1 JMHir did d diat was within me bow imdcr 
^k^ picfuafion, aod under a fenie that the dtfciples of 
jUks have^ in profKMtion to their ftrength and gtftr, 
A4Bie*fi|ie of affliftions to £U for their ovm^ and tbe 
ibadff'^ ttde, wAicftr is His churoh. tHore my.rdlec- 
ett«ns'0n4nymf«jWttre;exceedicigIy;aw&I; I eo jifidcrod 
•ebiltJ«t«s}uft.eqteffiagrtbe fieM, unflCtUed in.war> 
<firitti''tbie*amkmr but Aewly put oq^ iUid exoeedingly 
tUSKN^tain ;v9beiher I fliall not M a prey to mine 
»«iieiny. «9ut^ • O Loud ! teach, I pray thee, my ' 
4«isids*to wAs^ aiidniy fillers to fight, even the good 
tfght>0f4iiilh, ki the fofficmqcy of thy power^ and 
r^flJUiff > way imrofi^n pf myown} that.Tbouj In all ' 



jy> The LIFE or 

things^ mayft be glorified, auid if I perifli, it nay bt 
at diy footftool ! 

The yearly meeting at Briftol came on, and lifted 
tiiree days* It aflForded many opportunities for fitf* 
fering, and deep gloomy exercife, to thofe ^o 
travailed in fpirit for the arifings of life, which» 
neverthelefi, for a fliort feafon, in divers of thenit 
fenfibly circulated ; but it feems as if, for vrant of 
veflels rightly prepared, the current was often turned 
backward^ and retired again into obfcurity, where a 
baptized nnmber endeavoured patiently to dwdl) 
amongft whom was my beloved companion, who 
found but little liberty to relieve her burdened mind. 
The firft day after the yearly meeting, we were at 
Claverham meeting, which was a favoured inftrudive 
opportunity, and returned to Briftol to their evening 
meeting ; at die conclufion of which, my companion 
had to revive the meflage fent to Hezekiah, and, 
with evident ftrength and dearnefs, to aj^ly it to 
fome there. A young man, who was then in the 
vigour of life, was foon feized with an epidemick 
fever, and in a few weeks removed from this Aage of 
mortality $ and feveral others who took the diforder^ 
narrowly efcaped with their lives ; to whom the pre-* 
vious admonition, to fet their houfes in order, wai 
likewiie feafonable< Next day we went to Sudbury, 
to the quarterly meeting for Gloucefter and Wikk 
Here we found a great want of true zeal and low 
to the caufe of truth, wherein living members are 
united in harmonious labour, and cemented together 
In the covenant of lifoi which prcfervea from a dtf* 
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IMrfitioo that would look only to felfiih things, and 
enlarges the heart in an upright care for die profperitjr 
of odiers. 

From Sudbury we took meetings at Bath, Weftburf^ 
Lavington, Devizes, Marlborough, and Uxbridge, in 
in our way to London, being favoured to get lafe 
there the thirty-firft of fifth month, which afforded 
us a few days to reft, before the yearly meeting 
began. This meeting opened, to thofe whole ipiri^ 
tual faculties were alive in the truth, a field of exer-^ 
cifing labour ; wherein a fteady watchful care wa$ 
neceflary for all to keep to their own ftations and 
vocations, with an attentive eye to the great Mafter j^ 
as a bufy indifereet interference of His fervants, ever 
interrupts the beautiful order and profperity of His 
work. 

The ieleft meetings virere to me, as they generally 
are at our yearly meetings, (though not all alike 
attended with life) feafons of deep inftru^on, which 
I was made humbUngiy fenfible could not be the cafe, 
by any capacity of my own to render them foj but 
by being admitted (however undefervedly) for a fliort 
time, by the Mafter of alTemblies, into the heavenly , 
treafury, where the fiunts' provifion, the armour of 
ri^teoufnefi, and die jufl balance of the (anftuary^ 
are all to be found) and where, as we deeply and 
quietly abide, we are forniflied with an unerring 
perception of what, amongft the many oiFeringa in 
she vifible church, proceeds fi'om the divine repofi^ 
tory^ and what doth not : fo that, individuals thus 
pAertd, Aough in an obfiirc cxercife^ may fay with 
K 2 
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tW^poftle, and which I heard revived ih one HTHtelb 
meetings, •* in every thing I am tnfthi£bed.'* And 
as in the opening of fpiritual things, and bUng 
fevoured in fome degree wkh a fenfe oT truth, re«* 
fpeding the fubje^is of delrberttioft which com« 
before thefe meetings, the nataral dii{K>fition Ibme^ 
times prompts us to malce publick remarks cHaSdtKttk 
with oar ftdings j I havey thus far, ibund It natet^ 
4ary to fet a double watch upvn this fide^ left I fllouM 
ftep forward unhidden to -put a hand to tfle irk, fdw 
real ftate of which XJzzx faw as well as I) and fey 
like bim, unavailingly labour, artd introduee deafdi 
upon myfelf 3 proving unwordiy of an admittailttf 
into the treafury, and of being intrufted wJdi divine 
(ecrets^ which are not to be rervealed b«t in tto 
divine will, and under the (enflble direSion of the 
High Prieft of our profefim ; that the bread which 
we minifter, beii^ given us by Him, msy aMb bH 
bkfied, and that, however a|»parently cosarfe ami 
infuffidenty itsefficaoy and extenfive ufefcilftiA itWy 
abound to thofe who are fed, and- red^mnd tb Hit 
pratfe whofe will is our ian^iicBtioik As -an alien* 
five care on this buid is neceffiury, I IHtiewife per«i^ 
ceivKd a danger an the other, when, in the fim^^lrv 
»d mdcednefe of truth, and confeqvtndy vMutoHMtt 
with any thing goodly in my own iffea, a right^ftaftb 
has been difcovered to eotpr^ z few WDvd^ osii 
throng^ unprofitable difSdeflce, and uAdtrv«ltt}i||;>«to 
fmalbcfs of the appearance, I)have.piit % tbefe Kctte 
qienings to duty. This was! mofeftahottce the <<A^ 
duringAc ffttiiigs ofthe ftkft om^ttg^^^ jr^tl^MM 
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ipbich contributed to mj own increafiag wesdcneft. So 
f^Kt, whilft we are de^ous. to keep our own hearts, 
Aad be preferved from prodigality in imparting our 
religious feelingl, we ought aUb to ftaod re&gned to 
the fecret intimation^ of truth, in order to approve 
omfi^vts good flewards of thAnanifold grace of 
Codi advancing from one d^ee of favour, acceptr- 
^fpctf and communion with Him, ^o another, and 
thus becoming eflabli^ed before Him as children 
.mthout rebuke. 

The meeting for diicipline of womea friends be- 
csuoe exceeding^ weighty to me, as the friend wh^ 
.was clerk laft year declined the office, and my xume 
.ws^ mentioned by divers for that fervice. I fought 
;to objeft, under an awful fenfe of the weightinefs of 
4faat ftation, eQ>ecially in (f> large and newly eftablifhed 
a meeting, and qf the feeblenefs of my qua]ifica<- 
tions for iti Jbut I loon fielt all refiftance chainefl 
ilown in me, and a fecret fervent breathing begotten 
foe that holy affiftance, which I knew to be fuperior 
to every eSbf t of my own without it : for though a 
degree of otertion is neceiiary, and the natural facul«- 
ties of mind are caQcd upon to fervice, yet I law they 
«re no longer inftrumental in helping forward the 
cauie of tntfh and righteoufnels, than whilft they ve 
^^uated by divine love and life, and abide in thefeith i 
^tthoiit the government of which, they are no better 
^)hM. founding brals, and a tinkling cymbal. Under 
this bumbling perfuafion, J took my feat, having 
£• T. and S. D. to affift; and the bufinefs of the 
mc^g qwaed, which proved, in the feveral fucceed- 
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Sng fittings, a profitable (eryice, introducing women 
friends, more generally than heretofore, into an 
exefcife on their own, their femilies, and the church's 
account ; for want of which, great declenfion firom 
the virtue of true religion, and the fimplicity it leads 
into, has long lamentably fpread amongft us as a 
people. And fince, in the turnings and overturnings 
of the great Controller of events, a women's yearly 
meeting is eftabliihed, and for thefe two laft years 
bath been regularly opened in correfpondence with 
the feveral quarterly meetings, in order more deeply 
to enter into the ftate of fociety, as it is feen in the 
truth, aneceifitywas evidently difcovered from meet- 
ing to meeting, for friends to increafe their acquaint- 
ance with the light, which only makes manifeft, and 
without which our judgment is exceedingly imperfefl ; 
and when this is obtained, not only to work in it, but 
to work wifely in it, endeavouring to fupprefs a dif- 
pofition which is not purely intent upon reaching the 
witnefs in each other, even when under the neceffity 
of humblingly difplaying that chriftian virtue, of 
rendering good for evil, and of being willing to endure 
all things. Chriftian condefcenfion is one of the great 
wheels whereby the caufe of truth is advanced, amongft 
-rightly exercifed members, in the meetings for difci* 
pline. When a burden refts on the mind of any, 
it adds greatly to its weight, and recommends it to 
thofa to whom it is offered, if communicated in fim- 
plicity, and fubmitted in the fpirit of true meekneft, 
and no inclination is difcovered to urge that out of 
f he truths whiph at firft was delivered with the &vour of 
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k; even tfiough it may feem to undergo periecution, 
hj that wifdom in others which is from beneath> and 
is^carnal ; for a bleffing belongs to thofe who rightly 
endure perfecution, and being reviled, revile not 
again. 

To difcriminate between our own ipirits, and a 
right zeal when contending for the fiuth, requires 
great finglenefs of heart, and opennefi to felf-con- 
ridlion, which I have forrowfiilly obferved too few 
arrive at, or dwell in ; and hence we are deprived of 
an increafe in the increafe of God, the fruit-bearing 
branches not being fo eiFe£hial]y purged, as to enable 
them to bring forth more good fruit. — O the beauty 
of the living branches, when they abide in the vine, 
draw their (ap from the root, and retain only an holy 
emulation with each other! a preferving canopy 
would fuch form in meetings for difcipUne, as well 
as worihip, and many who are light in their fpirits, 
refembling the fowls of the air, would be induced to 
lodge under it* No boafting, no felf-feeking, no 
i^irit that would rend or tear the tender feelings of 
any feeble traveller, could here have any place ; .be« 
caufe being branches which bring not forth good 
fruit, they are cut off and caft into the fire* But as, 
in the prefent mixed ftate of things, and eipecially 
in thefe meetings, where friends are untrained to the 
publick exerdfe pf their gifts, and unaccufloftied to 
fit under a diverfity of fentiments, occasions for 
the trial of chriftian virtues will occur, I was re- 
newedly convinced of the neceffity, which thofo 
whp a£t in the Ration of clej^s have to be clear 

K4 
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\fk (S^oirVtsy^ hf divtiling neap enou^ tA Hm J^itbt 
6f the gofpel, fo as to jrecelve fusdifi/catiions Asm^ 
^ottiy iQ pme wifdofn^ to ftncngAeft or t9 ni^« waf 
for that lowly plant wbith is riglMeouQi «nd boiAs 
not itfelf in the garden of the Lord ; but to vriitdi 
tlie promife an4 Ueffing l?eloiig> ^^ for iH Che treses of 
«' the iield ihall know, that I, tha Lord, bfiviK bfowg^ 
<< down thje hijgh tree, and exalted the low tree, faa¥# 
^< dried up the green tree, and caufed the dr^ tre^ tpt 
^ flouriih :" yea, the valleys are exahed, md th» 
mountains reducedp when the feed of klfiiAortal ti/i» 
reigns, and fways its pare fceptre in the aflembKes ^ 
the people of God, 1 he attention of my ofind waa, 
therefore, fecfetly att^a^ed to thfe Faifcer of Yight^ 
by whofe powerful difcoverias I iaW myi^lfj mmI 
notwithftanding the bi^kiefs of the iMating alAnoft 
conftantly employed me^ y^t I was favoured c<> ioel « 
frequent abftra£lednefs, and tmph opf^rtunities, un-« 
der a prevailing fenfe of my own tvealcnefe, f^rvenCly 
to petition the Lord to be with my fpirk, to keep me 
patient in my prefect eiriploy, mbekin tny demiianotlry 
and tf uly a fervant to His (taufe and ^A^le. And I 
may with thankfulni^fs acknowledge, to the pfaife of 
His grlce, which is fuiBcieitt for all the wants of Hia 
children, that, however deficient in many tefpei^^for 
the ftation, I cotnfoi'tably felt divine flrengih and 
wifdom underneath} wherein the previous uitity of 
the one fpirity not only with th(& iprefent, butdireis 
abfent fri(}nds, canfolated my often drooping mind, 
HotwithflandiDg the foregoing obfervations, the 
fpe^un^i, in ^ener^i wtfc attended with living 



SARAH ORUBB. r|y 

fliihie, and At honiMe travaUert yikm rtfcdbad an! 
nfftruded therewith. 

After tlie yeaity iiiMCing was war, mjr huiband 
and I ft^d a few days ahout I^iWtmi, as did my b^ 
tot^d compankm R. J. to whom i UAH Mt bound 
in ike fervfce wherein fte was engaged $ and Aere* 
fore iet oat again with ber for the wefttm coumaea, 
the feventeentb of die ftxth month. We took cfae 
aieotMigs of ScatncS) Bairngftokc, WUtjchvch, Ajb- 
dover^ SE^ffbury, Riuniey:, and Kingvood^ m our waf 
to Fortingbridge, wfacce tiie tjnaiterJy meetu^ for 
HaafifAiiM was Weld. It was a ticne of feme dqgret 
of favour and encouragement, to a few honcft* 
iiearted friend^ in that county ; fogM of whom are 
under a renewed rifitation of diirine mercy. From 
hence we went to the quarterly meeting of Dorfet, 
held at Pooli in which my dear companion was 
enabled to difdiarj;e her excrcifcd mind of a load 
which 4he found ^re, in a powerful manner ; the 
ilale of that coimtj being very low^ the Hiring 
Icarcely able to. bury the dead. We then proceeded 
to the meetings of -Sk^tfBbufy, Marnhuti, Sherborne, 
and Yeovil, where my dear Kuftand left us, intend- 
ing for Briftol, and from thence to Ireland. On 
this OGcafioo, I felt a fecret breathing for the. con- 
tinuance £>f the Lord's protecting provkfence, both 
with refpeA to the fafety of the body, and the prefer- 
yation of our minds in His fear, and an Jncre^Te in 
His favour. 

From Yeovil we went to Puddimore, Longfutton^ 
Uminftcr, Chard, Bridport, andfo to Extttr^ wbcit 
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we fbiindy is in tome of the foregobg places, m kw 
innocent concerned friends ; but die want of that bap- 
tifin vrbiA initiates into the church of Chrift, and builds 
vp the members into a fpiritual houfe, a holy temple 
in the Loid, where he prefides and minifters, was fen* 
fibly felt ; and yet the language of encouragement to 
prefe forward to this ftate, appeared to us to be the 
language of truth. In general, the fpirit of the world, 
diottgh often difguifed, fo much prevails, that before 
die right foundation can be difcovered, a fpecious pile 
of buildings wants pulling down ; and therefore for 
minifters rightly to vifit meetings and individuals in 
this ftate, requires ibundnefs of judgment, ftrength 
in the pure fitith^ patient perfeverance and righteous 
fteal ; all of which, when I fee myfelf, I fed die 
want of.* 

* The following paflages are extrafted from her letters^ 
'■ 9th of 7th month, 1786. As 1 truft our alliance 

to each other in ^irit, is flronger than the ties of nature, 
k is not (we may conclude) inconfiflent therewith, to im- 
part to each other without ftraitnefs, in the circulation of 
eiotual love and renewed fympathy ; for without this quick-^ 
ening experience, all our communications muft be lifeleft 
and infipid. How excellent is the life of truth! the want 
of it in myfelf, and in others, is a daily burden to my 
mind ; and the burden bearers, in places where we come, 
being very few, renders it ftill more heavy. To fay that 
the ftate of the fociety is low in thefe weftem paru, is fo 
^neral, and fo juft a complaint, that there is a danger of 
its being taken up without feeling fufficiently the fpirit oC 
mooming. 

** Thirteenth of 7th month, 1786. We endea- 
tear quietly to get formrd; and by the continued f(f« 
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' We ftaid their firft-dajr meeting at Exeter, and 
then went to Kingftridge, taking a little meeting at 
Mewton Bulhel in our waj, and to Ilymouth, ^riiere 
vre attended their monthly meeting ; which is in fo 
weak a ftate, as to be far (hort of fupporting the 
dignity of chriftian difcipUne in its own fpirit ; and 
this 18 lamentably the cafe in many other places* 

taining evidence, that the beft firength U gracloafly near 
to aim in the needful time, and the bleffing which makes 
truly rich fometimes revealed in the midft of our poverty. 
We are preferv^d, thus far, in a degree of thankfulnefi to the 
great Supplier of all the neceffides of His people 3 though 
often attended with the fpirit of mourning over the feat- 
tntd remnant of a once flouriflung heritage. Though in 
ibme places there is but little to viiit, yet not being a 
people wholly given up to reproach, and the pure feed ftill 
groaning fbr deliverance, a little room is left to labour; 
«nd here and there an exercifed member dwells, with whom^ 
whenever they Were JMnd, our minds could not but dip 
into near fympathy; fo that any litde opening to fervice^ 
in fuch deflate places, ought not to be declined, but rather 
xheriihed, in confidence that the good Hufbandman wiQ 
again plough and fow His plantadon, and blefs the labour 
of diofe He puts forth* I cannot fay that this is an ex- 
pcdation which hath abondandy attended my mind» in 
oar paffing along ; but, juft as I write, a litde hope is re- 
newed, that the vineyard will again profper, by a right 
and necefTary exdrpadon of the briers, the thorns, and the 
noxious weeds ; and, by a holy cultivadon, be prepared 
&r the true plants, wherever fcattered, being enclofed 
widun divine proteftion, and rendered fruitful in holinefi, 
fo as to be fitted to receive the heavenly Vifitant, and made 
able to endure the northern and the fouthern hlafts. Q 
that this hope may not perifh, but prove true in a fqturc 
day, whcQ the earth b (hakeh of her reft { 
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It is only as the gathered churchei becpme fenfible 
w£ theijr deplocable ftcusitiom look beyond llieir .«wa 
mutaL abilities^ to tbe well of liic in tbomfalveSy 
and get low enough to draw water thenBOttt, that a 
f eftoration of the power will be wiidie^, which is 
Jefiis in the midft of them. We alfo at^oded tMr 
mcfidngs the firft-day following, \Mhiflb were deeply 
exercifing; but our gracious Helper was near, 
ftrengthening to an honeft labour; w herein the right 
way to the kingdom, was proved to be widely different 
from that wherein many ace. walkvog ; find under .thiif 
Jielis a degi^ of iM^ly Iblomity W ^ V^ 

In addition to die preceding jourmd -df this vtfit^ 
which appears to be left (hprt, the folloi^iog ex^ra<9^ 
have been made from her letters \ .w|)ich>,tho^^ ^ 
contaiuing a regular* continued a/pcoMDi^ m^ M^ 
liircher information and inftrudioD. 



■ « The prefent journey with my beloved 
friend, has been a fre/h trial of the uprigh^f^efs of 
J1»y delire ;^fter dedication » for .aftj^r f^turning ixov^ 
Ireland, I earneftly fought quietude and obfourity, t« 
fetde down amongft my vduahle connexions and en-^ 
joy their fociety, or the benefits of fontadei but the 
reward of peace was not the attendant of thefe 
profpe6ts, nor did the. cloud appear to reft vpon n^y 
xabernacle: the words, ^ Time is ihort,^' wece 
deeply infcribed upon my heart, fo that one tiling or 
other bids me take a few more fteps in die tribulatei 
path of gofpel obedience.'* 
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— — * I have ftit myfelf thcfe few Aiyi back, 
fts near the end of my prefent commiffion, my faith, 
patience, and every chriftian virtue, as to die point 
of land before us } and being fo &r from home, 
i^gravates the profped, and gives me very much thi 
feeling of a pelican in die wilderftefs, out of the reach 
of klmoft any other help, fave that holy Arm tdildi 
leiaids about and inftru£b, in what appears to us thb 
moft iefctted fituatlon, and moreover hath promifeS 
to keep as the apple of die tfye. Coold I bdieve 
myfelf to be one thus provided for, and to whom thtt 
arm bf power will continue to be extended, fonle of 
my fecnet cogitations would be lefs painful and 
gloomy, and with great pleafantnefs, 1 could* advanCo 
foi*ward, though in atribuhtfed way. 

Yrom Plymouth we came into Cornwall, taldng 
Oertnains, Lobe, Liikard, Auftel, and Mevagiflfey 
ineetings, in our way to Falmtmth, where, and in 
its neighbourhood, we have met with fome valuably 
friends. In the wdftern counties through whicb 
we have come, vte.'Hampfhire, Dorfetfliire, fiomeir* 
V fetfliife, ^nd Devoiiihirr, the fociety, as to the cifr 
cutation of diat life which we profefi tb be feeking 
the inSi^ehCe of, is Indeed lamentably low» A 
l^orldiyfplrit, and a ftatethat h neidier hot hor cold, 
greatly pt-evails; fb that the ffetv llvmg members (for 
Aere is Acre and there one) are fcarcely able to lift 
tjhe'ffandartl 6f trudi, or revive the remembrance bf 
Jthe law. Bat in this tounty, viz. C6mwall, things 
iA-e better 5 'ST right 'zeal leaving fprung up in divert 
to fiiardr int9 the real fiate «f ^echufch, and what 
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is more, a care firft to fearch themfelves; an exercife 
greatly ^vi^anted amongft z&ivc members in many 
places. C. P's. labours in thefe parts have been, we 
think, eminently blefled; and the good efFeds of fuch 
a faithful difcharge of duty, and bearing a fteady 
Vniform teftimony to the truth, and againft error^ 
would, there is no doubt, oftner be found, if that 
were oftner tried* We get but flowly forward flnc« 
we came into this county » for though I have men* 
tioned fome good in it, yet we find it clofe exerciftng 
work, to get clearly down to the good thing alluded 
to; and have flaid longer in places hereabout, than 
any where before.. . Yeflerday was trying to my 
almofl worn out mind ; my companion got a little 
relieved in the morning, but I faw no way for myfelf 
all the day, though under a great weighty but fo it 
is, we need patience and fubje£Uon in fuch times, 
lefl we move before the waters have rifen to their 
appointed height." 

■ ** We have been favoured to get along 
without accidents, and have to acknowledge that, 
many ways, we are helped beyond our frequent ex« 
pe&ation; finding, (as we fuppofe others do) dif- 
couragements on the right hand, and on the left; 
which, if fuflfered to prevail, would fopn deflroy that 
little grain of efficacious faith which removes moun* 
tains, and without which, however we may labour 
and wafle our ftrength, fuch mountains of difficult 
and unfruitftilnefs as the chriiliaii traveller meet$ 
with, can never be removed. How neceilaty is it 
then to fight the good fight of £uth ; that £o^ whea 
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pttre^ life is circulating^ inftcad of knowing it not^ 
wt may be ftrengthened to lay bold of it) and to 
experience die inner man fo renewed in us, as ta 
aduate every iervice.— Here we lee our own infuffi* 
ciency, and bow unavailing it is to depend upon our 
flrength and judgment, in things belonging to our^ 
felvcs or others*'* 

■ ^ I have been at meeting this morning aC 
CoUumpton, a finall gathering of lukewarm profef^- 
fors, in the general ; but a few folid young people 
afforded a comfortable profpefk for the future.— 
Silence was my lot here ; but my fpirit was deeply 
humbled, in feeling the baptizing virtue of truth 
near to purify my veflel, which I efteem more than 
the fiureft qualifications for publick fervice; and I am 
more and more led fecretly to fupplicate the increafe 
of this folid experience and ability, to endure with 
chriftian firmnefs and padence thofe difpeniations by 
which it is obtained. Neverthelefs, I am often 
deeply tried in religious meetings, with fuch exceed- 
ing great flrippednefs of good, and intrufion of 
thoughts which I by no means approve there, that 
I mourn under it ; and when any thing opens, which 
appears like a difcovery of truth, to give it to others 
when I am ready to perifh with hunger myfdf, is 
almoft irreconcileable ; efpecially when after giving 
up to it, I find myfdf as poor when a meeting breaks 
up, as when it began* I can hardly defcribe what I 
fecredy fuffer firom meeting to meeting, on diis 
account ; fo that when I am favoured with a fenfibic 
evidence of the fiuidifying power of the Minifter 
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of miniAeni ycft dweiliiig ia my «aethM vefibl, 
abiuKlantly doth nif (Idtl ackBMriedge,i|hat the «xQ6l- 
kncy of the power is ftot of us, but «if Him, and 
that he hach a right to M^real it nxbefr and bow ^hc 
fdeafath." 

She -attended the circular meeting at Gloucefte^ 
in the ninth month} from whence ihe xetumed 
pretty dirc&ly iccto Yorldhire, and wa3 at the 
quiurterly meeting for that couniy. In the forepast 
4if ^bt -nenth month, ihe proceeded with G. D. and 
others, lo -the county of 'Duvhan^ and attended the 
quarterly meeting there. Of theie (eiyices, no 
remaits- oan be added> as there Joes not i|npiear 
any thing BUMrial of ber own preferv«dj:elj[ieding 
4iem. 
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CHAP. V, 

i^amfy Ft/it at Sbeffeld.^Her illnefs thin.^-'ConJidi^ 
ration §/ removing into IrelanJ.'^youmff into Lin^ 
colnJhiri.^^Renm^al to IrelanJLr^Joumtf ifito HoU 

landj Gimumj^ and France^ 

% 

IN the firft month, 17879 flie was engaged widi 
Rebecca Jones, and others, in a religious vifiC to 
die families of friends at Sheffield 3 concerning which 
ibe writes as follows : 



— — " The Vifit here is got through, andj hope 
j[>tbfitaUy to many, and efpecially the youth, of 
whom here are great numbers : fome of the appren* 
tices are very raw, but others feem turning about 
with defire to find, and make, the right purchafe. 
They are indeed, altogether, a great load of care 
vpon the (hepherds and (hepherdefles in this place, 
whofe concern, I hope, is increaiing. It is pleaiant 
to find increafing unity and opennefs amongil rightly 
Concerned friends in this place, and that love which 
cafleth out fear.** 

At the clofe of this family vifit, (he was taken 
very ill, with a heavy cold, and an inflammation of 
the lungs. This diforder continued feveral weeks, 
during which (he was brought very low in body and 
mind. But the great Phyfician, On whom appeared 
L 
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to be her fole dependance, (aw meet to raife her 
again, and to renew a confiderable portion of health 
and ftrength. Of this illnefs, and the exercife of 
her mind under it, as well as of her feelings in the 
review of it, ibme accouilt will be conveyed by the 
following extrafis from her letters, written whilft fiie 
was on the recovery. 

■■ *• I am now favoured wi A ability to anfwer 

your IbHcitude myfelf, and iay, that the account you 
had of my illneft was, I apprehend, not worfe than 
the reality^ having been reduced to the gates of 
death to all appearance, with an inflammation of my 
lungs, which had bectn approaching (bme wecks^ and 
arrived at an awful crifis; at which time, by the 
merciful interpofition of the good Phyfician, the dit* 
order took a favourable turn, and opened again my 
profpe£ls to this mixed flate of things. My bodily 
afflidion was great, but the confiids and gloomy 
exercifes of my mind, were not lefs, being involved 
in all the weaknefs and infuficiency of human nature^ 
in endeavouring to attain to the fpring of pure con«* 
folation, at the fame time that, in unerring wifdoa^ 
it was fealed in my view : ib that» upon the whole, it 
was a feaf9n of deep proving, and, I humbly truft^ 
lailing inflru6Uon; by rendering more fingle the 
attention of my mind to divine difcoveries^ whereby , 
our duty is feen, and flrength to perform it acceptably 
received. To be found faithful in the great work of 
the prefent life, is an objed of fuch magnitudet that 
all things elfe appear comparatively triilLng^ when we 
are looking into a ftate of eternal duration." 
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^ The wayt of wifiloiti «re sLgrwt daep^ 

and the defignt of removing from, or reftortng to, this 
tuicertaln and probationafy ftace of bciqg, are oftea 
for purpoies which require a daily waiting for, and 
^tfcadsLncc upon, the unfoldingt of pure inftniAioii, 
in order profitably to difeoirer tbem« I confider thta 
to be fliy owa cafe^ and often remeiiibor a remark of 
J« Wootman's to a friend, perhaps fioiilarly circma- 
ilanced; << do we (fays he) get throcigh with great 
dificukyy and yet recorer) Ho requires thfit we 
fliottid be purged from droft, and our ear opened to 
dticipline/* 

— -*— •* I am faroured to eontlnue reeovering^ 
dkough ofken reminded that in erery fenfe I am a poor 
weak creaturp, and under abundant necefllty to hold 
fiift the little ftrength I have, and patiently wait for 
the renewing! of that life which quickens, and gives 
Joy tn the fpliitual creation. But I am ftill too caN 
naiHy minded, too much difpofed to look outward, 
Md too Httle to preA through the oppofition of na- 
ture, to that true weigbtineft of fpirit which I earneftly 
feught for in a late feafon of adverfity, Thefe thiiigs 
convince us dia^ in order to win the crown in view, 
we muft fight the good fight, and wrefUe for that 
hHk which only gives the viAofy." 



Th# fttb^ of their removing into Ireland, and 
fettling there, had, for a confiderable wbile^ engaged 
her folid confideration ', and the propriety of that 
L ?. 
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undertaking was about this time attended with (udi 
dearnefi to her own mind, and that of her hti(band^ 
that diey apprehended the time was near for their 
departure from this land. Divers of her letters^ 
written on this occaiion, (hew her fenfe of the im* 
portance of this meafure, and how great and exemplary 
was her concern, that they might be direded wifely 
and iafely concerning it. The following have been 
feleded from them. 

— — — ^ Our minds have been under frequent^ and 
fometimes unprofitable, concern how to difpofe of 
ourfelves. There feems an abundance of places t9 
choofe from, both in Ireland and here i but to know 
our right lot, is what we are both defiring fingly tm 
ftand open to the difcovery of, if conveyed to us ever 
fo (imply ; the light which mantfefts it, be it ever To 
fmall, will, I believci fatisfy our iafting minds. We 
have need to be reduced low, that we may fo obtaia 
the knowledge of the divine will, as cheerfully to 
yield obedience thereto. Though we think we have 
waited long for inftrudion, yet as our opinions, of 
ourfelves efpecially, are often very fallacious, it is 
not impoffible but we are fo: from that ftate of fel£- 
Aothingnefs and dependance, which I am fometimes 
ready to hope we are on the brink of« We are ac 
prefent quite unbound to any place; perhaps to have 
no place of abode is the lot defigned us ; a lot that 
much oppofes my inclination, but if right, however 
trying^ it muft be fubmitted to, and its Confeqiiencca 
likewife, as the requirings of the day.'* 
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" My miad has of late looked with more 
deaumefi than before, towards Ireland. It has been 
a fubjed of confideration, attended already with 
much anxiety i and now that I am apprehenfive I 
have feen a right opening towards it, I wi(h to bt 
preferved from looking back, or entering into unpro* 
fitable confiderations about it; but rather to leave 
the matter at prefent, only ftanding open to the dif- 
coveries of more light, either for or againft it, and 
refpeding the right time of moving, or of not 
lyioving at all, which I know to be the fituation 
of my hulband's mind refpeAing it. ■ I well 
l^iow, that unlefs we are in our right places, we 
can have no true enjoyment or expedation of fup« 
port under, or the bleiSng upop, our allotted portion 
of fuflFering ; and we have proved both lands to hav« 
in them their flu^e of trials and probations ; and 
know that things which look the moft plealant in 
•ither, may foon, as fome of them have ah-eady at 
^ times been, be embittered, and (haded with gloom. 
1 wiih however to number my blei&ngs, for they are 
many, and &r beyond my deferts.'* 

— . — ^ I often wiih that I could lovn to be ftiU 
when I have nothing to do, and inftead of ftraining 
my eyes in the dark»and watching ^e breaking c^ 
the day, to dwell quietly in the ward aU night, be* 
Iievii\g in the light, and obediently working therein* 
The oiitw^d day breal^ gradually upon us, and 
experience teaches ^s the certain indication of its 
approach, a dawning of light, which we are not apt 
IP dUbelievet aor doubt that the meridian of it wiU 

1*3 
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tome in dtie ti«e. And as in tike outward) we csm« 
not liaften that time, no more cm we widi refpeA tm 
divine ilhiminatioiis* Does it not tfierefore, renttiil 
to ke our tniibeft, to wait fbr the light when a little 
of it appears^ to believe in it, and that the fidneft 6f 
die da^ will come) though we do not now fee it| 
femembering that^ ^ Uefled are they diat have not 
ieen, and ^ have believed." This is what I 
apprehcfnd to he right Co do, and what I wift t«> 
attain ) hot I would by no means mfimtatt) that I 
confidently believe myfetf to have arrived at it, in 
she profped of removing to Ireland; meaning only^* 
duft after a ftate of anxiety, and tofing about 
with every wind of the fentiments of odiers, I 
ibemed to get into refignatlon*9 harbouir. I am 
howevdr wiHing to ftand open to forther convidioni 
and if die wiH Aould be gmcioufiy accepted for tb» 
deed, my poor bark excufed the expofuro^ add my 
dear R. G, fittisfied, (whicb I do wt doubt if it is 
nghl) it vriU not be an unplenfiMt releafe trom an 
engagement to wdich I now feet myidfradier bouiil: 
for there are many in diia nation, and in our OWA 
country, (fettmg aiide my near relanves after the 
fleflk) to whom I am clofely attat:hed, and from wham 
nature wiH flinch to pait; bnt i|»are are alfo divccB of 
this €la& in Ireland, whoTe (viendikip will, if m^ 
refidence ftftre be right, gready repair die M$t ami 
send to fmoodi the odierwife nigged palh« This is 
looking at fecondary caufes, a view whjch I do not 
wifii often to takes becaufe to be in the plow 
idigned, (wMher I were knomnk^ nsertals or m^ 
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fUtiitrt the great work of fiuifiificatioii afidaccq>Uiice 
in divine favour is gcung forward, would, I am iatia> 
fied, afford a peace fuperior to all kuman confola- 
tiont, and enable the truly abafed mind nobly to (ay, 
^ Although die fig-tree flnll not bloflbm^ neither 
Aall fruit be in die vines $ the labour of the olive 
{hail iul, and die fields fliaU yield no meat; die 
Aoek fliall be cut off from the foU^ and there (hall 
be no herd in the ftalls s yet I will rejoice in dw 
Lofd, I wiH joy in die God of my ialvadon:" a 
glorious experiencei worthy of oiv airing after 1 
Whatever has a tendency to loofen our affeftione 
from mixed ftreams of refreflnnettty and centre them 
in the great fource, the well in ourfelvea fpringing 
up unto everiafting life, I apprehend more truly 
qualifies far fcrvice, dm a fituation replete with 
opportunities for the incieafe of human wifilom and 
nAivi^ ia the viflble church ; which never £ttl id 
have in them their Ihares, by gratifying fel^ if given 
;w«y to, in one fliape or odier/' 

^^.^tf What I have felt at times <oo the ful^ea: 
-ef eur fca s o eJ , cannot be edtly dtfcribed ; divine 
fiipport and direfiion, if fingly faught to> under the 
weight of it, vnll be faund fuficaent to fuftain^ and 
-Ofm dm sight wo^ » but I appcdiend that eur Imall 
gtatn of fiudi, maf meet with many drisla and buf- 
•fttinga in tmr fiituie fteppings; and oh dmt we may 
naw make ih^vwreck diereof { May die ftaff of 
Ifrad be canr fupport,ftpai3isly and together 9 and may 
we have noother dependaaee, is the fecret petition of 
mf ound ! F<Mr» in the ««ieftaicmg fcefare us, we 
L4 
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may fay» that with our ftaff only we are paffing •v#r 
this Jordan/' 

Having come to a conclufioa refpe^ng their re^v 
moval into Ireland, and obtained the concurrence 
of their xnondily meeting, they proceeded to York, 
and attended the quarterly meeting there} froopi 
whenccs, after taking a folemn and affe^ng leave of 
their near connexions and friends, they fet forwar4 
for the county of lancoln i the meetings of which, as 
well as fome others, fht felt a defire to attend, in 
her way to the yearly meeting* Soon after this 
trying feparatioifo the following letter appears to havf 
been written. 

— — ^* Laft week but one was our quarterly 
meeting at York, which was fitvoured with the over-* 
ihadowings of the heavenly wing. It was a parting 
time, and almoft too affeSang for my pjrefent weak 
ftate> but I endeavoured what I could to look beyond 
perfonal enjoyments, to that fdlowihip which is pure^. 
ftanding with the Father and with the Son, and which 
admits of no change by outward feparation, if we 
retain our integrity, and places in the adoption of 
children. On feventh day morning after, came the 
dregs of .the cup of removal } a heait tendering fare- 
well to my beloved connexions at York, mth the 
proprietors of the ichool, and fome of their hufhands. 
It was almoft too much for my frame, faith being at 
a low ebb, and difcouragements coming in like a 
9ood ; but in the opening of true vifion, the ipirit 
of ^ Lord 9fds lifted up as a ftandafd agai^Gt theiQ^ 
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As to die body, I have now parted with many who 
feemed interwoven with my extftence : widi divers 
of them it was gradual, and I efteem it a favour it 
was fo. But though I am fenfible, that in the church 
I leave both Others and mothers behind ; and as to 
breduren and fifters in the truth, they feem almoft 
daily added to, and promife, according to their prefent 
growth, to be fkilM fervants in the family ; yet the 
near unity my fpirit has felt w^th fome in Ireland^ 
aibrds me a ray of hope, that fhould we be ^ared 
m6k life and ftrength, to enter into and rightly fbnd 
in our lots at Clonmel, we (hall find every want 
fup[died, and true yoke -fellows beyond our deferts/* 

With divers companions in that fervice, fhevifited 
moft or all of the meetings and families of friends in 
Lincolnihire, and attended feveral odier meetings as 
flie proceeded to London. Though but little of the 
IMt>grefs of this journey is defcribed in the following 
extrads $ yet the feelings of her mind, and the in* 
ftrudive remarks fet forth therein, will, it Is appro* 
bended, render it proper to infert them here. 

-— — •« We are favoured to get along as wefl as 
we might cxpeA^ we hope in fome degree of fympa« 
thy with the fbte of the befl things in this defolate 
county; but upon the whole, my mind is and hadi 
been favoured with a calm, efpecially for thefe few 
days back, which tends to promote the re^oradoa 
of health, and flrengthens with a good degree of 
refignednefs, to look forward to the profpeds befpi« 
ffie ^ and fo far from coniidering the purfuit of tjtiCB^ 
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% InnUbim I cfleem the end propoftd thereby, a 
inpour of which I am iinworthy^ for what u them 
worth liTiAg for^ but to be foutid in the difcharge of 
OttjrAity?** 

«--«- « Wearenowin the Ifle of Axhoki*,vifitifig 
a few deidate profeflTors^ who are like fheep having 
ao Acpheidi and jvt in a phce as nuich neg^oAcd 
m perhaps any in thd Ibctetjr, we are eomfoited in 
inding a feed alive^ refeniUing Jofefrfi in Egypt, and 
My fey^ for my own pait, tbit I have felt the moft 
felid reward for a littk labour herc^ of any finot 
lemnf York* It is not after the fight of the eye, or 
the hearing of die ear, that we can judge aright*'' 

mmmmm^^ They diat iitfier with the feed> fliall raigR 
wth it; but it muft not be in our way» nor in our 
tune. Patience is dise on our part^ and the exercife 
of that grain of feith which we have received § for 
^ by fetth the elders obtained a good report," I pre* 
liime of the Locdi rather than of men* Then 1^ us 
9Bt be i&aid of the trial> for its efficacy is provod 
thereby.. O that I were ftronger in this fpot I for 
ovtr finoe we left Yorl:» «id particubirly on leaving 
a^ I have foamed to be reduced to the kweft ebb^ 
oal nature hath foreboded difcouagcmuits beyond 
whati thought I wis aUe to bear* But this is not 
efarays the cafe ; for fometiflnes^ when every thiag 
dfe is Aaded with gloom, the foumbtion ie molt 
dcaily revtakd, and its ftanding fiire iacontroverii* 
Uy known and bdieved in; fo that all things faavo 

• A fmall diftria in the north-weft of LmcoliiiUre, 
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^fpeuiei poSble to him that bdieveth, and the wtyt 
of the Moft High difcovered to be hig^ than our 
jfnjSf and his thoughts than our thoughts. Here I 
love to tepofe mjfdfj and ftand refigned to every 
di^n&tion which has the remoteft tendency, not 
only to kt me fee the work of my day, hut to feSn« 
and quriify for it/' 

' ^ I hare recovered fo much, that I hafe 

now fcarce any d^ing to com|dain of rdpcAii^ the 
body. To be Aire it is not very ftrong, but it haft 
thus far proved able to bear all diat was laid upon it; 
which is encouragement to myfelf, and alfo to others, 
to perfevere in yielding ourfclves up, under the power 
of the crofs, to every opening of duty, feeing that 

' all things are poffible to them that believe. And yet 
I fainted in my mind many a time, and feemed to be 
one of thofe who have no feith : fo that, on relle(9ing 
upon this little embally, the profpe£l and the progedk 
of it, it feem3 as if it were all done for me by that good 
Hand, which requires the paffivenefs rather than the 
a£livenefs of the creature, in profecuting His defigns. 
Though I now give a pretty gopd account of the 
body, I may aHb add, diat, fometimes, my mind gets 
encompailed with glooms and dtfcouragenicnts,whidl 
nothing can diffipate, lave a ftate of refignation and 
quiet dependance upon the everlafting Arm of Omni* 
potence -, and this is often fo hard to attain, that I 
am afraid of falling in the ilruggte, when a hope la 

^ again revived, of being under divine prote£Hon, and 
Oat the day's work is really going forward. This, 
at times, introduces a quiet ferenity, and firengthent 
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to leave the things that are behind, and prefi forward 
to thofe that are before. The fympathy of my friends 
under my .late trials, has been confidered a favour of 
which I am unworthy ; and there is undoubtedly no 
better way of fecuring it ypon the foundation of 
go^l felloMfihip, than by learning to live without it» 
and looking fingly to the Rock from whence all goo4 
tilings are hewn, and the hole of the pit, the humb- 
ling difpeniatioas of infinity wifibm, from whence 
diqrvedug/' 



Soon after the yearly meeting at London, they 
furoceeded for Clonmel, in Ireland, where &e was 
fiivoured to arrive in (afety, in the 6th month, 1787, 
with her health much improved, and under a goo4 
degree of peace and fatisfa^ion of mind; which 
continued for fome time after her arrival ; as a fourcc 
^ confolation and encouragement. Concerning this 
ihe writes as follows : 

■ ^ Our removal has altogether been blefled 

with a good degree of that peace which pafTeth un•^ 
derftanding, and atte^Kied with fuch circumftances, 
thus &r, as we have great caufe to be thankful for« 
An unmixed cup of comfort in human life, is what 
iny (bort paflage through the world, has taught me 
not to look for, and a fmall degree cS religious ex- 
ipcrience, not to pray for ; and yet to pray for thofe 
things which are really good for us, will ever re* 
^uifc ^e renewin^s of that Spirit which 0(ily 
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fchsathes the will of the Father. Nature flirinks at 
fuflFering; fometimes I am ready to anticipate t 
draught of it, proportionable to the late and prefisnt 
degree of favour ; and fometimes I am flattered witik 
a language that tells me, ^ it is already drunk, and 
that the bittemefs of death is paft/' An humble 
refigned mbd is, however, always our duty and 
intereft to prefi after. It has a fortification in itfelf 
againft the varied ailaults of Satan, and a fufident 
portion of Gilead's Balm for every afflidive difpen« 
lation of infinite wifdom } both of which, if my 
natural life be fpared, will, I do believe^ be my com^ 
panions, and prove frequent trials of an abiding and 
advancement in that gofpel Spirit, ^ich lovetli^ 
hopeth, and endureth through all.'' 



tter mind had frequently, for a confiderable tioMl 
before this period, been imprefled and dofely exercifed 
with an apprehenfion, that it would be required of 
her to pay a religious vifit to fome parts of Germany 
and France : .and, a few months after her fettlement 
in Ireland, this concern increafed with fiich weight 
and evidence, that (he was conftrained, in refigna^ 
tion, to fpread it before the friends of their monthly 
meeting } who, after folid deliberation and fympathy, 
concurred therewith, and gave her- their certificate 
of unity and approbation. She received alfo the near 
concurrence of their quarterly meeting, arid that of 
the morning meeting of minifters and elders inLon- 



4oji> and fet formrd on thlt journey in the 3d fllMtdli 
I ySif in company with her huAan^ George DiUwya 
and his wifi^ aqd Maiy Dudley 1 who wott aUb bound 
fo thif fcrvice^ and engaged therein witk die niufir 
offriends^ 

The foUowmg parU( of her letters on dui oceafioni 
defcribe the previous exercife of her mindi and €on« 
lain a prttty fegiilart though fiiort account of the 
journeyt from tbr commencement of i% to the cooi* 
clufion. 

I2th month, 1787* My mind, after a feafixi of 
deq;^ trial and exercife, waH led to vtfit^ in what ap* 
peered to myfelf an extraordinary dcfree of gofpel 
lore, many in that country, and feme parts of Oer* 
many contiguous thereto; fully believing, according 
to my feelings, that there were fpiritual wor(hippers 
in thofe parts. 

X2th month, 1787. If the prolped before us be 
in divine wililom, we have great caufe to acknow^ 
sledge dmt it is unfiithomabte^ and paft our finding 
out, becaufe of my incapacity, in every refped^ t6 
peribrm fueh a journey to the honour of the great 
Caufe* I wiih, however, now to leave caring too 
anuch about the future, and endeavour after quiet 
refignadon ; wdl knowing, that by taking ever fy 
much unprofhable thought, I cannot add one cubit 
to my ftature, nor make one hair of my head, white 
or black I and aMb ho|ring, that when it comes to 
die trial, the will may be accepted for die deedj 
which I have no doubt will be the cafe, if the pro^ 
vince meeting, or my fympathising friends, advife 
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MCigttBftit} or if no friend of fupttioripcight Ift 
the miniftiy) prove under die like ceeeensteai 
•dmit us in company* KicoutfigeeieaCi of viri* 
oos kiadi ctowd in at times npon sae, bat when 
gofpd lore lows from die living fountain^ it ove»* 
ppww all ielfifli confideradona, and fliewa ne mf 
#wn unwoitUjids to be, in the leaft dq;ree^ emploTed 
in die divine hand. 

ift meodi, 1788. Our fituadon, at prefenCy i«-» 
i|iure« at leaft ia grain of that fiudi which has power 
to remove moontains } for^ truly, vain is the help of 
man, in cafra uriiere die pure feed is to he emdted^ 
A fenfe of enr infuficiency to do any good diing 
widiout divine afiflance, will, I truft, whatever ou^ 
trials or temptsdoos may be, fo bumble us, at 
wfaoUy to prevent a vain dependance upon any dimg 
of our own; but furely there is as much nesd for 
watchfulnefr and prayer at this day, as when the M* 
cipks weie immediately leconmended to it. 

xft month, I788> My mmd is often under a load 
of exercife on my own accottfit, and in care left die 
precious caufe ihould fiiSer by me. The prefent is 
a time of deep trial and fearching of heart, left wc 
ftould be meddling with, or doing, any dniig which 
is not in tlxe dear discovery of golpel Kgbt< When 
I coofider bow $tde I am experienced in the Ihttoft 
wherein I may be likely to move, die newnefi and 
peculiarity of the ftrvice in ftofpeStj and even ther 
weaknefs of the outward tabernacle, (which to be 
fuse I think leaft of) my feelings fuggeft the appltca* 
blends pf die fi^ying> «* I am a worm/' This h^w- 
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ever cheers ine» that without feme degriee of < 
iieis» we need not, neither (hall attempt to move. . 

7i montby 1788. I have been of late conikbrafk 
Uy indiffiofaH but upon the whole am much bettei^ 
diough every day fenfible of having (by feme meaoa 
or other) a very broken conftitutton. If it do but 
hft till tiie portion of work allotted me is finiihodi 
that is enough) even though it be performed under 
the prefliire of bodily infirmities 1 all uriiich may be 
no more duui neccflafy to keep die mind tb its pro^ 
per centre, and direA its attention &o^j to an in* 
heritance undefiled, and which fiKledi not away. 

3d month, 1788. According to prefent Mppeaat^ 
ancey we, (I mean our little company) ftand in 
abundant need of the whole armour of light* Wt 
are about to embark for a country^ the language of 
which none of us knows, and are in ezpedation of a 
path wherein we can fee no footfteps, and which muft 
be attended with new and various trials. May our truft 
be in the Lord alone, who is able, in feafons of the 
greateft difficulty, to increafe our (aith, and make 
way for us where we fee no way. 

" Having the concurrence of friends, we 
left London, and proceeded for Harwich^ vrhere we 
were detained feveral days for want of a fair wind ; 
during which time we had two meetii^s, and after- 
ward% (ajd of 3d month) the urind turning in fiivour 
of. our leaving that port, we eipbarked ; but it was 
fourth-day night, the twenty-feveath, before ws 
landed at Helvoetfluys, which was neverdielels a fi^ 
vouTy and I hope eftecmcd fo by us all. We got to 
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«o agreeable Englifli inn there, and after a pretty 
ggod aight's reft, fet forward towards Rotterdam, 
by way of the Briel and Delft» and came in (afe 
jrather late at night, it being there a great day's work 
of about twenty-five miles. We travelled in an 
"open waggon the fii ft feven miles, the road being fo 
bad that no other carriage could get along with fafety, 
and the reft of the way went in their boats called 
Treckfchuyts, which are drawn by a horfe, at the 
xate of about three miles an hour* This is a very 
pleafant and eafy way of travelling, and it was through 
a country made as agreeable by improvements as it is 
capable o^ being very flat and mar(hy. Many of tha 
inhabitants followed us through fome towns, and 
gazed exceedingly at us; and fome of them^ as well 
as they were able9 manifefted a love which met that 
in us that drew us hither j but the ftrangenefs of our 
language to each other, was a continual difcourage"* 
Hient s yet as it was not of our own bringing on^ 
we endeavoured to keep quiet under it, and fecretly 
defired that our minds might be fo influenced, as to 
eonvey to them, in filence, that which is better than 
words* 

We are now got into fb new a line, that it is no 
wonder if we fhould be more than ufually blind ; 
and it will be weUi if fome of us fhould be alfo 
more than ufually dependant and patient refpe£^ing 
«ur fteppings -, fox being feparated and remote from 
our friends, and fome of difpofitions rather hafty than 
«)therwife, there is, no dodbt, a danger of fometimes 
fr^SBiUf^ forward with too much earneftnc^s, and thcre^ 

M 
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by of preventing the completion of ijiofe litde fer-t 
vices, in one way or other, which are intended for 
the purchafe of our own peace at leaft. Though 
Holland was not much in the profpe£t of us who 
came from Ireland, yet we have been favoured with 
fomething more than a hope, that we are thus far iit 
pur places, and feel a comfortable and ftrengthening 
unity one with another therein. The defire of my 
mind is at prefent ftrong, diat, though in ever fa 
much weaknefs, we may be enabled to pafs through 
the country in that finglenefs and dedication of hearty 
which may preferve us from condemnation. 

We ftaid three days in Rotterdam, and had two 
publick meetings at the meeting houfe belonging t^ 
friends ; there are a great many Englifh people in 
that city, and the attenders of our meetings being 
principally of that clafs, we had no need of an inter- 
preter. There are fome ferious people with whon| 
We got acquainted, and to whom our viiit feeme4 
acceptable; but no profeflbrs with us, except one 
perfon, who cannot be txpt&ed^ in his prefent ftate, 
to throw much light upon the teftimony of truth s 
but he ws^ very willing to render us fuch fervices 
as were in his power, which we took kind. 

From Rotterdam, we came forward to Amfterdam, 
by way of Leyden, Haarlem, &c. and were kindlj 
received by our friend John Vanderwerf. Here our 
minds, generally, got very low on divers accounts* 
Several of us were poorly with complaints in th© 
ftomach, &c. which ftrangers are fubjeft to, before 
their conftitutib^s come to bear the difference of thei^ 
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wuMf drink, «ir, ice. The few under ttris name of. 
friends in this great city, yielded us little of tfaaj^ 
ftrength yMA is the iruic of fympathy of ^irit, 
ihid inward acquMntance with divine requirings ; and 
which, if right, would have been truly fidutary and 
cordial to <us at that time, as we looked upon our« 
fidves to be then embarking upon the moft arduoua 
and difeonraging part of our journey ; having a great 
diftance to travel, entirely unacquainted with thci 
country, ftrangers to all ifceir diiferent language^, 
fflicept a Jittle French, and no interpreter t6 ac- 
company us. . XXnder thefe complicated trials, our 
faitb goi into the furnace afreih. This wis much 
the caib with me, and my dear companiona felt no 
le6». However, as wr endeavoured after cefignation, 
and were finnetimes xepleniflied with ftcengdi pati* 
mhdf to wftift '/or renewed manifeftations of duty, 
way typeaed, by degrees, to get clear of that j)Iace« 
'We attended their little monthly meeting, the bufi^ 
nefs wheroof .was tnudaded in the Dutch language^ 
lb that we had not an opportunity of judging much 
idkiot'themv except that their appearance, and the 
fedinga of our minds, convinced us that true religion 
is at a low ebb amongft them; and yet there is ibme* 
thing tender which loves truth, and widi which, a 
family vifit'amongft them,, made us better acquaint- 
-ed. ' We were .comforted in the belief that their foli- 
tary fituations are divinely regarded, .and hopo that 
Jivers of their deficiencies in fome points whecein 
we have been otherwife taught, are counterbalanced 
in Ibeiightof holy ^ompafion and juftice, by the fios* 
M 2 
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cerit}r of their intentions, ancl the difcbunigeiments \t% 
many refpe£ts peculiar to dieni^ vrixjdti 't^9^ by eot-^ 
perience, know little ^bout. The keepitfg iip of k 
itieedng for worihip every firft-day,' iff their weak 
ftate, is ah zdt of faithful neft,' which >^t might btf 
often ready to faint under, were We in their fituft* 
tion, feparated from the ftrengthexiing oommunica-: 
tions which religious fociety affords, (not having re<^^ 
ceived a vifit of this kind for four years) and being 
defpifed amongft the worldly-miAded. 

We had three- publick meetings at <Amfterdam) 
which were attended by many €)f the inhabitants 
of different defcripdons; but there are' s fsw with 
wbofe company, both; in'and out of meetiogs, we were 
comforted. They are a ferious rdigious people, not 
conneSed with any fociety,; and bdievkig in the 
fpirituality of all true woHhipi, ' We ipM a vifit !• 
one qf their families, which .coj^fts of a widow, her 
fon,'aad * two daughters, ncne of them yotiiig. Tfa^y 
are pepple of confiderable property, which they devote 
very much to the fervice of the poor. TheyN«ere 
afiedionately kind, and demonftrated theic unity widi» 
and attachment to, our principles, as £u: as they had 
heard them in the meetings which they attended^ 
and were:fuUy convinced of. the neceffity of an in^ 
ward work, and that all true worihip .mnft be per* 
formed in fpirit and in truth. la a ^religious oppor.* 
tunicy which we had with them before we parted, the 
cementing influence of go^l love flowed amongft 
us like a ftream. From this fiimily, we were iiir^ 
fiiified yriiii letters of recomn\eQdatiQn.to fuck IK 
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fiieAfcdv^s ia Germany, fome of whom we have feeo 
to our &X\$h&ion. 

During our fUy at Amfterdam, we were inter- 
preted for) by John Vanderwerf, or one of his fons> 
both in publick and private. It feemed ftrange, and 
rather hard to us women^ efpecially at firft ; but we 
foon gol> over it, and had leafon to hope that our 
religioot communications were not materially affefk-^ 
•d ; our friend feemed to have an awe upon his mind 
when he ftood up, took off his hat, and delivered^ 
fentence by fentencc, what wa« exprefled. 

A^r fpending eight days at Amfterdam, and being 
deeply tried in that place, our minds were ftrengthened 
to leave it, (the 9th of the 4th month,) with a renewed 
truft, that the great Shepherd of Ifrael, who knows 
his own fheep in every trial and fituation, however 
remote from the knowledge and confolation of their 
friends, would fuperintend us, and graciouily reveal 
himfelf for our help, in the needful time. We pro- 
ceeded by way of tJtrecht, (where a few books were 
diftributed, and much love felt for the inhabitants) 
Nimeguen, and through part of the king of Pruffia's 
dominions, into the eledor of Bavaria's, to a place 
called DufleldorflF, where we again made a little ftop, 
finding a few who could fpeak Englifli, and tnoft of 
them French. Here we commenced acquaintance 
^ith a folid, religious man, named Michael Wetter- 
boar, to whom we were recommended by the people 
whom I have mentioned at Amfterdam. Being ga* 
thered to the principle of truth, and engaged to con- 
form to it, as revealeil in the line of his own ex- 

M 3 



j69 'tut LlFE or < 

I^ertenc^, he walks muth dlene in a dart: ahd dffli^ 
pated place. He was a kind friend to Claude Gay^ 
when paying a vifit iunilar to our's in this country^ 
many years ago^ and was rejeiced to fee ui« He h^ 
mented the lonefennenefs of his fituation, and Md Chat 
bis mind was ftreogthened by the vifit. 

Frmi DufleldorfF w:e went eighteen miles to £lber«* 
feld, where, as at many other places, for want of an 
interpreter, we faffered what often appears to us ail 
vnavailing baptifin for the teiKmony's fake. But 
perhaps it is not fa much fe as we are apt to tfiink S 
the ways of the Moft High are not our ways^ nor 
his thoughts our ftoughto; we know not but thi* 
deeply humbling path, and the fecret exercifbs ws 
have daily to pafs through without any vifible relief 
may have a ufe beyond our finite conceptions; b 
that it is fideft to leave thefe things, and outward 
confideratioBS about them, in the hand which can 
blefs, and render fruitful, the things vrbich are noCy 
by caufing them to bring to nought the tilings which 
are. However, we found an opening for fome folid 
converfation with a few in this place, sOid underftood 
that there are many religious people here; but we weiv 
difcouraged by the difficulties we found in getting an 
acquaintance with them ; after ftaying one night we 
returned to DufleldorfF. We left that place, an4 
paffing through a dark country, arrived in two daya 
at New vied, the iSth of the 4th month. 

We have had very little rain fince we came upot^ 
the continent, confequently the roads are dry, but be«* 
Ing for the moft part a deep fimd, we have not bteii 
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^e to trayel over it fo quickljr as is definable. 
Thirty tnile§ a da/) is I think nearly the average 
of our expeditioi^ tbougb we moftly travel poft. 
The vefaicLes are h^vyi being generally covered 
W^iggons 9r cliimiy coaches* We moftly prefer the 
former^ ^ ourfelves and lu^age meet the beft ac- 
coqEimodatioi^ jn tfaeai* Th^ inn$ are pretty good, 
and the people refpedfuUy kind to us, and in that 
line but little fiifficulty occurs io making ourfelves 
MP^erftood^ O^r road has h)in upon the banks of 
tb^ Rhine, and furniihed us with p^ofpeds <^ a coun-^ 
try extremely beautiful^ and, in fome places, for 
miles together covered with vineyards* But the plea- 
fure nirhich we might innocently have derived from 
(hofe icenes, lus met with continual damps, by the 
grpfs proftitution of (acred things which, in the crofles 
and images thickly fcattered upon the road, give pai^ 
to every feeling whereby fpiritual worfhip is pro- 
moted. The Roman Catholicks are very numerouf 
in many parts which we have palled through -, but, 
ill moft places, the Proteftants enjoy the privileges 
<hey djefure without interr^ption; and ajqouongft theni 
ibcire is ui^lc^btedly an awakened iincere-he^te4 
people. . 

On our arriva) atNewvied, we found a great change 
in the iaop of things, it l\eing a new and pleafanf 
town, Uihal^ted by ierious Proteftants, and princir 
paUy by Ac Moravians $ though there are about 
twenty families of the Menonifts, and as many of a 
people whp call themfelves Infpirants, but by others 
4rjp oft^ ^alie^ Qitakers. We were directed to a 
M 4 
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Moravian inn, which proved very agreeable, fcdnig 
ourfelves in diat fkmily very much as if W9 were aC 
home. Here we were foon vifited by feveral of thcf 
Moravian brethren and fitters, fome of whofe minds 
appeared unprejudiced, and intent upon fpiriciial 
improvement i which drew them often to our apart- 
ments, and opened a door for the communication of 
fijch gofpe} truths, as, from time to time, occurred | 
and we had a comfortable hope, that they dropped 
into fome of their minds as feed into good ground. 
We had the advantage in that place of an interpre- 
ter, a young man of the Moravian oeconomy, Vfho 
cheerfully befriended us on many occafions; and 
though, at the firft, he appeared under difficulty in 
communicating religious matter which was new tor 
him, yet before we went away, his underftandin^ 
•feemed more opened, and his feelings much more 
cordially difpofed to the principle of truth as we pro* 
ISefs it, and to the feveral branches thereof. 

We had a publick ^neeting at Newvied the even* 
ing before we left it, after a week's deep exercifr 
and fecret fufFering | but this opportunity furmibed 
us with renewed caufe, to put our truft in the gentle 
puttings forth of the Shepherd of Ifrael, and in the 
revelation of His power, which we bumUii^ly find 
b fometimes withheld, till the feafons of our greateft 
extremity. The young man, our interpreter, readily 
accepted bis office in the meeting, without any pre** 
vious requeft, and performed it with great folidttyr 
Our vifit to that place was dofed by a feafon of 
divine 'fiivour^ ia a £uQily which cheerfully received 
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Ae teftimony we had unitecDy to bear, tb the efficacy 
of fpiritual worfhip, and the necei&ty of prepamtioil 
for it ; and in much love and tendemers of fpirit we 
teft Newvied. ^ O the depth and extent of the 
riches, both of the knowledge and wifiiom of Ood! 
how unfeatrhable are his judgments, and his way% paft 
Bnding out ? ** We had abundant caufe in our tra* 
vels thrdtigh Germany,' to (ay, that we were led ill 
)>aths which we knew not, ind frequentfy reduced to 
a ftate of extremity. We were fenfible, according 
to our meafures, of the tnift of faperfthion and ido- 
latry which oveHpreads a great part of the countryi 
and alio had, at times, revealed that m<^ fure word 
of prophecy, ^ich penetmtes the obfcureft receflea 
of Sion*s travellers, draws them into hiAlen fellow- 
ihip one with another, and unites them in the fiif; 
ferings of the precious feed, though differently fituated 
in the world, and their profeffion m it various. Thus 
were we led in paths which we knew not,' and ways 
We had not feen, and were often incapaUe of finding 
out thofe whom we thus felf, and when we did dif- 
cover iiich, we were unable^ for want of a know^ 
ledge of their language, folly to communicate to 
them : but trufting in ^e all-fofficiency of almighty 
help, for the fupply of all their needs^ we were fa« 
voured, when dedication of heart had been attained; 
^nd the green paftures of life opened, to He dowa 
befide the ftili waters, and leave the event of our travel^ 
to Him who blefleth, or blafteth, at his pteafure. 

From Newvied we came to Wifoadcn, a place in 
l^reatrcqueft for warm, batbingf th«ice being, f^tetti 
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boiluig bot tarings in die town, boni whidi tb#. 
water i3 conveyed to priv^ cifterns, wh^re i^ cool^ 
for ufee There feemed fomething in this place rather 
jUtr^ve to our miod^ and yet, as was often thb 
caie^ diiipourafemeiits prevailed oirer our bcft feeling 
ind we. proceeded to Frankfort, a day's joumeyf 
There we ftaid two nights i but though we had let« 
ten of xeconupcndation to reUgious chaia&ers, ye( 
fu waat of being able to make ourielves underftooc^ 
wp had no converiation with any but a Pictift, who 
Ipoke EngUih but poorly^ aud who, after fome dif* 
courfe oa religious fubje£l^ left us with profeffiona 
of love. 

From^ Frankfort we proceeded to Bafil, a hrg^ 
Proleftant town, where we arrived the 3d of the fiftb 
monthf Here our ^und$ feelned arrefted, and all 
eibrts towards purfuing our journey were psunful^ 
till we had fettled a few days under ouc exercife^ and 
tfBsbraced, though in the crob^ fuch opportunities aa 
•pened for relief. Having fome letters of recomiaca^ 
datioo to ferious people, they were prefented to them ^ 
in coqfeqiience of which, fevers! viiits were paid us, 
imd we obferved in fome a rather critical inveftigar 
lioa of our principles> They were cautious of em-* 
bracing us ^ill they perceived the do&ines we held i 
after which there was great opennefs in fome of their 
mindfy candidly to receive fuch communications 00 
lelietoua fubjeds as from time to time opened. One 
of them undeiJbnding the Engliih language wel^ 
was, in fevei:al inftances, a very friendly interpreter 
^ US) and his mind being acquainted with divine 
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Ihmiiadoni) ht oflsn difcordicd fymptomi df < 
ynB&an, and iiuifibaky^ wbeft^ m a ciiaiindl, tte 
openings of truth were paffing Aroil^ Unk la a 
hggs company to which we were inTked) thia perfen, 
obferriflg our dUpoiition to fikoee» Uadlj awl bAu 
ingiy propofedi and requefted a complianoe of ^ 
oompaay. We were fiivoiuredy to our thankfiil adoni* 
laiioni with the himibling iaiuaoce of divkia lov% 
and Ibtagth lenewedly to beaf t^imonj to tht 
fttceffitjr of an inwatd preparation for the foiemn aA 
of true woffliipy whidi re«|iiires neither forma nor 
«eremonit% to rendef it aeceptaUe to the Fadicr of 
Spirits, The opportunitjp was concluded in fekaaa 
hpfiiOiikm^ which our friendl/ interpgieter rendered^ 
fentence hj fentence^ into the Dutch hngvage, wkk 
a reverealial.awa) whereby the lavelinefii of it waa 
preferved. We bad alio a comfortable fisaiba of re^ 
lirtmenjt in the iaaoity of another of our friends tberei 
wbofe wifc and daughters profefs not to fee the oo« 
oafttjr of a religious drcumfpo^ life, "as he and hia 
eldeft ton doi but they were aflFe^boaate and atteftf 
ti«e 10 ul^ and we had seaftm to hope> secdyed. no 
vnprofitebla in^preffions by this little aft of dedicationi 
This peitfrn condudM with true brotl^y kindneft 
towards us, diftovering great fimplicity of heart, and 
an openncis to receive the trutH, wherever, or how«» 
over he might find it i being experienced in that great 
Work of ff pcntanoe unto life^ and having ceafad from 
many entanglements in the world, which he belseved 
had a tendency to enflairehi^ mind, and to keep liini 
ftt a ilaie of feparation loom divine bvoiir: lothatt^ 
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: witfaiftllpw pilgrinis^who could tell Uin xlil^ 
of 'th^ -'knowledge «f the right wxf^ bemod lik« 
8UUtrow.tb.his boncB.. 

We^ baye.fevienl timet Men itf with f^vlmmjnha 
kindly entertaiJQed Cbttde Gay^ in his fentfome travel 
ihDotighrthefe parts; aiid in Bafil we have found tfo 
agreeable. religious eld, men, with vphotti he.im jamf^ 
ftttabljE'.ruftained for three weeks* They are «of.a 
peoplr odied Infpinmts» and often by others Quakere ^ 
but upon an acquaintance with them^ especially a% 
Newvied, we found them no lefs aAtve than other 
profieffors in finging, praying, preaching, &c« in their 
•congregations. They appear to be defcendants* of 
the French prophets ; and amongft them there is an 
honeft hearted number, to whom the love and language 
of the gofpel flowed with more opennefe, and appeared 
to .be received with in<(irc finiplicity> thaa amongft 
fome others. To thefe two elderly- men we paid 
feveral vifits, which were not unattended with in* 
firudUve converfatioA ; but this did not afford that 
relief which our exerctfed minds feemed to iMmt, nor' 
could we comfortably fee our way from Ae^town^ 
till we had, in their £uiiiiy, and amongft fiichas they 
might invite, borne teftimony, by our exampfee alfo, 
to the neceffity of filett waiting* It wxsi a* ieafon 
obtained with difficult, and pafled through in trtbu* 
lation of fpirit. The candle was not eafiiy put into 
the candleftick, and when there, evidently fuipefited 
by thefe people, not 'to be in its right place* . But 
before the meeting clofed, publick teftimony. was 
borne to it, and to the refiirredion of that life which 
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m tiir%lit pi men, being :tHe^ only i)valifiQ^tiaii ^ 
iptfit^ t9 eoqv ^ortb frpfntbajt fl^te of daff)ci|q& an^ 
deat^ in wtiipb We are by natu/re^ and to pttfiMrm aaf^ 
rdUgiyms dHtiii«,>ar accapl;ablo« fervice to the |^rd«^ 
At tt^OfClpre of this' oppprtutHtf, tire parted with tbe^ 
two nien ^lytoycy tbough not a perfect unity. of^ (m* 
l^fSfiH^'i^cb- appeared more fuller by an affcAionaln 
letter .^JB€^ pne of them* fent after •us. There was 
^ib in ^«place, and in oioft others .wb6re we ftop* 
.p^^a.r^)t3tt4ioe againft, women's pteachingt Ifi^ici^ 
fiicresdred.t^;di$culty pur mipds often felt* in pbt^iiTi-* 
ing .;«lief .amongijk a people of a ftrange language.^ 
hixf, though; o|i^ eforts w^re few and feeble^ yet ;is 
&r as dedication clothed us, and we were careful no^ 
ta pi&'s^way.av confidence, we i^ ever caule.grate* 
fuily to aci^^iowledge, that gr^t recompenfe of for- 
ward was vouchiafed, and the foul ftrengthened to 
return tp i(5 relV, under a renewed fenfe that the 
Lbrd bad dealt bountifully with It. 

-The kindneis we have met with in many places 
.exceeds what we might h^ve expeded, having feveral 
times experienced fo mugh of the promiOb fulfilled^ 
tkat we have ^ met with Jbrethren and fitters, who^ 
though not altogether of the fiune profeffion, are 
fellow travellers in the Chriftian path. Sometimes % 

• To pi|t the light into the candleftick, fo as to bear» 
eve^i in private, a teftiniony to the truth, and fpiritiial 
anointing in filencc, is here a greater trial of our love 
and faithfulnefs to the caufe, than any can readily believe, 
who have not been led amongft thofe who are ignorant of 
f f ^tjon from their own Worksv 
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wffitoftn tppeavs in imt beifig ftrfpped oFdiM: Mtwftrd 
help, fo defirable, oT m interprefitrs «» in our pte^' 
ftnl cireufnihmee, if any good is doiie> there is no 
part of rt wherein the creatttre can ^Ibrjr, Ther^. 
is 6ne thing which esq^ofes us, that does Dot often 
fitit the difpofition 6f our minds, which is, thsi(t M 
fte beft inns (where we generaltj go) we mufttalwayi 
ffne and Tup at the ordinaries, where there h' often a 
great refort of company. If there be any ttH In thh 
inortificatibn, It will amply make up i Ae otil^ tclfti* 
monies which are ptiblicldy borne this way, ate by 
our men friends keeping on their hats, and refiifing 
to pay for the mufick which (bmetimea aCcompantei 
bur meals, ' 

We took a coach from Bafil • to Btf n, where we 
ftud over a firft-day pretty much in private, iave itat 

* The following letter was written at Bafil* the ^th 
of the 5th month, 1738. 

As it is probable we may leave Bafil without taking 
leave of thee, and acknowledging thy kindnefs with a 
gratitade due to it, and feeling ia my heart pi CkrUBali 
4altttation, I take the liberty* this way, of exyrafipg my 
4efire for thy increafiog ; kapwledge of the a^yftenes of 
fiht kingdom of Qod ; which, oar blefled Lord thanked 
his Father for concekling from the wife and prudent, and 
revealing unto babes. The facred influences of divine 
ilight upon our underftandings, are cheering to the mind, 
,^d animate its eCorts to obtain the liberty of the chil- 
dren of God : and as we wait in this light, and believe in 
jts manifeftations, we are favoured to fee more light, the 
ineans appointed to procure it are revealed to us, and 
ib^ngth given to follow* But as it was propheticatty 
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■A agfeeaMe foUd maiii an Intfix^m, piii us fiinb 
Tifit9) I beUeve to oHitual latiflfiiaioo* Wefaeard^f 
a rdigiottflf exarcifod coachmwy for trimpi was left a 
book or twO) be not being at korat. And thhis» 
after fecrady iitfering, as in many odier pbcts» we 
took our departure for Geneva, traveiting through a 
ircry beautiful country the laft twenty miles, by tkt 
lake of Geneva^ and in profpeft of the Mf^^ Kiiiidl 
were covered with ihow in the latter end of the fiMi 
month, although Htc weadier was veijfcot witii u% 

^ken of thft Sarioiri* of Hie woiM^ ^ )iteiC» «ifi* 
no form or comlineG in bim, that When We flioald 
fee htm, we ihoold dcfire htm, fe the fimplidly ef 
his gofyel is foond to be. Nothing taore fbongly op- 
pofes the wiR, wiiQom» and aftivity of the creatnre, than 
in an abafement, 'fo)gly> to depend npon the proudfed 
Comforter, the Spirit of Trndi, the anciintiag wli&eh aii 
ApofUe faid the true believers itfceived, and had 8bi(in|^ 
In them, the onfpe^able gift parehafed by the prceiMS. 
Uood of the Lamb, nnd diQsenfed in infonte mercy for 
onr falvation, which, threpgh Its converting;, pnri^ring 
power, is effe6bd; for he gaye himfelf for os, that he 
might redeem ns from all iafqnit7, &e. Never^left 
ttfc glorious end for which this ikcrifice wsd made, cli^t 
to be advanced to, and onr dependence in^rtefe npon the 
•finaUeft difeoveries of4ht Spirit of Chdft, thoifgh m the 
-natural mind there may be no form nor ^omelinefs ih 
ihem : but it may forrnwfully be faid, with refpe£l to Hh 
inward appearance the fecond time without fin 'ttnlo M- 
vation, that he came to his own, but his own received 
him not; yet let us remember for our encouragemenf* 
that, to as many as did receive him, he gave power to be- 
^mc X^ fim of Qodv $0 that if we furrender onrfelves 
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TJbfiC^ i v&ibr t)Mi J:^ and fri^yrjroQkfr.pC Sjyitzv# 
Uiui>. .and piai^i of variaimv,ku)d9 gi:QWM^t fppa* 
lane&ufly.upMthisoi, and femiiae fiifides^and wUddt'* 
ndibs,. c^knpofe aifcepe in nature ivuly m^gqi^qent^ 
Jadqsd foe iuc) hundred iAil«s h^ok^ the proip^A of 
mountains ^read loyer wiUi vin^jrards, ,with th^ 
grandeur of che.Rbino flowiiig i>4ow theoii and i^ 
h|nk» ^^dorned lAriti^ vajricty aad a^gji^lanQe, of friuit 
trees Jn fuU bloffpioi, \rcm\4 ^ye a^bi^^ed a (p^ne i^ 
fifai&^tf to. fpirji)^ at Ubf rty foxt %h j^njoyment. But 



u .^ay lato dyd landi of 1|ie potter^and our wills to dif 
icfiaiTi fife, «irv&att> this «i|ay»,.bc naode Uvaag paitakerg 
of tM AAunng;!: of{Ch|^r. bcifl(g fqa^&g hk fake, aad^ 
acfSordJDf to.oitr peafures, con;fi»fms|ble to hh death. This 
b an experience which clo&s the lips in awful filence, and 
xeftrains the Imagination from feeding upon the tree of 
Itn0iv1<c^e ; without whieh refbs^nt^ there is a danger of 
<SNir notr fufflciently eabfacingitbe 4BxoeUent«xaBiple of 
Hioi»-who was li^d ai a .la«ib tp thceflanghter^ aodas.j» 
ilbeep dumb .before facr ihearers. T^ ^'int of this wq^ld^ 
in;^y <^ i^ts falie refinements, cannot pre^e here, neithe^^ 
oan any righteoufnefs of our own s becaufe we humfaling- 
lyfee with the apoftle, that it is net for any of thefe works 
whkh we -have 4one, but gf the metcy of Chrift> that.h«r 
£iye(h %$, mi by thofe means whi^h he died to obtaixy 
even the w^ng of r^eneratioi^ and the renewings of 
the Holy Ghoft. Ferveutly defiring that thy fincere mind 
may, through the humbling proceflbs of ti-ue fpixitual 
baptifm, be led, in the faith and patience, to the reft 
which Is prepared for the chikben of God, I remain in 
fo%elk>ve« 

Tby Friend 
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turliaarts were on die whole too M to be captivated 
thereby ; a feed attraAed us in fympadiy, which was 
not fo vifible, nor had carried with it thefe fenfiblc 
delights i and for it, in part, we travailed in fpirit. 

We fpent one day and two nights in Geneva, where 
being informed that John Elliot and Ady Bellamy were 
waiting for us at Lyons, we haftened to them, and 
found their patience tried by a week's detention in 
that town* We joined them, and became com** 
.fortable; and fpending one day to reft and be re** 
frelbed there, took a boat^ and rapidly poured down 
die Rhone, one hundred and thirty-two miles ii| 
feventeen hours, to a place called Pont St. Efprit, 
from which we came to NIfmes and Congenies, the 
)2d and 23d of the fifth month, having travelled 
nine hundred and fifty miles from Amfterdam. It 
now looks pleaiant to think of being foon amongft 
pur friends, and a people to whom we may fpeak 
without an interpreter ; for in that refyeSt our fitua^ 
tion is a fort of exile, but gready made up, by a 
fecret fenfe, more often renewed to us than we might 
have expe&ed, that we are here in the appointment 
oi Him who graciouily regards the fparrows, fo that 
not one of them falls to the ground without His per-* 
miffion : and truly diefe innocent open-hearted people 
are of more value than many Iparrows* 

We entered Nifines, with fuch a peaceful ferenity 
upon our fpirits, as portended the acquaintance wc 
have fince commenced with minds pantiiig after the 
waters of Shiloh, and the ftrengthening efiefis of 
true gc^pel labours. We went next day to Congenies, 
N 
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nbout four leagues. Our arrival drew out of Ihth 
habitations the people in general ; fome looked at us 
with aftonifbment, and others with countenance^ 
which put me in mind of Mark's lalutation to Eliza-- 
beth, Thefe foon acknowledged us, and drew us. 
into the houfe of a fteady, valuable widow, where wc 
were folemnly faluted and received, and our mind$ 
melted together ; and fuch a ftream of goipel love 
flowed, as fome of us thought exceeded what we ha4 
before experienced, though no words were ufed to. 
exprefs it. W^ obtained lodgings at the houfe of ^ 
pcrfon not profcfEng with them, with a view not 
Mnneceflarily to interrupt them in their ufeful employ- 
ments, and to be at liberty ourfelves to go amongft 
tliem as there appeared afcrvicej but we only lodged 
there* one night, and that with difficulty, their defire 
to have us amongft them, and to render us their 
ler vices in their own way, was fo ftrong, that, after con-. 
tending the point, we gave way, and returned to the 
widow's, where we were entertained with every thing; 
©f the beft they cogld fupply. Qur friends are moft 
of them poor, induftrious people; bi^t we were 
Avoured with all that was needful, though thofo 
things we call fo are fcarce, the country being gene-: 
rally overfpread with vineyards, oliveyards, and mul- 
berry-trees. It can hardly be thought how comfort- 
able we were : peace of mind fweetehs every incon- 
venience. 

We found thefe people different from our fociety 
in their outward appearance^ and in their want of 
fcttlempnt, and fuffi^ient quietude in their religioi^. 



atfleoiblics 3 but due bumility and fimpficity of their 
meetings, attended with a lively conicioufnefe of their 
own vireakoefi^ make ijuem ready to embrace every 
offer of hjclp, that k fiuted to their capacity and 
progrefs in the truth* There are a few of them» 
amongft the younger A)rt particularly, who furiufli a 
hope, that there will be a fociety in this dark part of 
the worldp eftabliflied upon the right foundation. 
We foon found, that to be ufeful to them, the 
viilters muft be weak with the vifited, and in ChriA 
tian condefceafion bear with them, till truth opened 
SL door of utterance to fhew them a more excellent 
way. Their monthly meeting was held on firft-day, 
wherein* of their own accord, they laid open their 
difcipline^ by reading their minutes 6r agreements 
acceded to #n their firft fetting up thefe meetings ; 
which, for confiftcncy widi their profeffion, are, in 
general, fup^rior to our expedationa* But it extends 
no farther than to a ^care over their poor, and one 
another's moral condud* They have no other tenets, 
nor any texlimonies, recorded, by which they may br 
diftingitifhed ; and our little band were not without 
a guard, with relped to prc^fing, or urging any 
thing to them, which they have not, at prefent, a 
ptpacity rightly to adopt and fupport. 

At Coogenies, and in its neighbourhood, we fpenc 
two weeks ; viiited all their families ; attended their 
monthly meeting i had a meeting for conference with 
the elder rank $ a youths meeting, and a very (atis- 
ia<^ry publick meeting with the inhabitants; and 
diyers ioleina opportunities vnforeieen: all whiob 
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brought us into near fympathy widi them, and often 
deeply humbled and b^tized our fpirits on their 
account, as well as our own. Our parting was a 
very aflfediing one, but under a comfortable fenfe that 
Che Shepherd of Ifrael has them under His gracious 
c^e. From Cpngenies we went to- Giles's, aboul 
tWenty-one miles, where there are between twenty 
and thirty who profefs with us, as they do at Con- 
,genies : but they do not appear fo ouch awakened in 
their minds, nor (o earneft to be vifited. They re* 
.ceived us, however, with great kindnefs, and were 
pleafed with the vifit, which perhaps tn»y be profit-r 
^ble to fome beyond what we can nowiee. • As 
without iaith it is impoffiUe- to pkafe pur all-wife 
Director, fo it is impoffible to perfevere and hold to 
the end in His fervice, and in the humiliations which 
the creature meets with in it, without this precious 
ingredient, which is his own peculiar gift, and iilences 
all fieflily reafonings* 

After having three meetings at Giles's, we came 
to Nifmes, and there took coach for Lyons, one 
hundred and. fifty miles. Fron^ that we tnivelled 
^poft, by way of Roane, Fontainbleau, Paris, and 
Verfaille$, to Alen^on, where we arrived the 2d of 
the 7th month, feveral of us being weak and wearjs 
after having travelled near 600 miles from Nifines. 
In our way to Lyons, we paiTed through Dauphine, 
where fome of our minds were not infenfible of an 
attractive influence : but having no certain informa- 
iion of fome we had heard of there, and (everal of 
>our company ftronglyjbending homewards, it did oiot 
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feem the time eafily to find them out. Truly there 
is'a hidden, precioas feed fcattered tip aiiddown, not 
only in thefe pafts^ but in Hdllistnd and Oermany, 
meafurably gathered, both from the fuperftitious, and 
khe vaiii world ; and feeking ft foandatibn whereon 
diey may reft the fole oF theii* fceti ' This appeared 
beybnd afl doubt, bodi 'from a little knowledge which 
we obtained in tfaofe countries of fomc^ and from 
that mofir fiire word tf prophecy, which penetratet 
the bbicure recefles tX Sion's travellers,, and unites 
lliem all together in the ocean of gofpel lore. 

At Alen^on, we were affedlionately received by 
John DeMarfiOac, and courteotifly by his wife, who, 
through the whde of our rifit there, which was thred 
days, appeared to enjoy the company (^ their vifitors; 
Here we endeavoured to take freih counfel about the 
way of proceeding to England, which ended in the 
conclufion, of George and Sarah Dillwyn, and John 
De Marfillac going to the Ifland of Guerftfcyi to vlfit 
the few friends thetie $ and J. £• A; B. M. Dudley^ 
my hufbaiid^ and ihyfelf, to Londbn diredly, by way 
of Dieppe, which We purfiied accordingly, sind arrived 
In London the 13th pf 7th months 1788. 

We have had a folitary and ejcefcifing travel I but 
through infinite kihdnefs, are again reftored to out 
friends, arid fome of iis tof our native <56uritry. We 
Attended the quarterly meeting at Lohdon : the fight 
of fo many friends was new and reviving to us ; and 
the renewed evidence, that the Lord had been mer- 
cifully with us, that he had led us about, and in- 
ftru6ted us, and tenderly preferved us when, in chiid^ 
N J 
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Mke fimplicity, we depended Hpon his counfelf i£* 
folded, and flill aff<Mds> abundant caufe ^ to ptaife bi» 
^ for his mercies poft^ and htian(bly hope for more/' 

Thusy after a journey of morb Aan two dioufanil 
li^ hundred milesy attended with many difficulties^ 
and dofe exercifes of body and mtm^fhe was enabled 
to return to h^ home at Ckmmelf in the 8th monch^ 
17^8, under the comfortable fenfe of dirine favour 
and prote£tioB^ Some pans of her leSten, written 
after her return^ on a retrofpeA of tilts vifit, appear 
to be worthy of iniertioii. 

■ * ^ We have had^finee leaving York^ many 
new fcenes of trialy and new demoaftratioos of pro** 
vidential care ^ efpecially in the courie of the hMi|^ 
and deeply proving journey which we undertook^ 
in hope that the Hand of Omnipotence fed forth to 
the Continentr The ftate cf mind in vrtiich I was 
involved previooAy to it, the inexpreffiUe humiKationa 
and befetments which attended theaceomplifliment of 
it, and fince that, tiie commemoration of ufunerited 
fupport, witii the renewed difcovery of human frailty^ 
feem to changcy^ in many refpe^^ the^ bee of tht^ 
3fvorld to me. Not that I am redeemed from At love 
ef it ^ but diat I have learned to e%peSt lefi from it f 
feeing more and more^ that this is indeed a proba*- 
tionary ftate of being, and that our fiifferings ami 
joys in it ane no otherwife important^, than as tiiey 
aifed our attachment to tiie one great objeft of 
eternal goodj ami our communion^ with it m tker 
filence of all tiut is fle&ly/' 



• ^ It is a jojous confidcratioiiy that the 

jgloriotts light of the goipel is emitted from the Sun 
bf Righteoufiiefs ) and tfaat| though inftruments maj 
be ufed to bear teftimony to it, yet that he, before 
%rhom all nations are but as the drop of a bucket^ 
the finall duft of the balance^ and who takes up the 
ifles as a very little thing, can, when they fall| do 
his work without them» and <' glorify die houfe 
^ of his glory/' I humblingly reflet upon our late 
journey on the Continent^ and am bound to ac« 
knowledge (however as an individual I have failed in 
truly txpngf ^ Thy will be iomh'') that the word of 
the Lof d is failhfidnefr and trath. My mind is fettkd 
in a comfortaUe belief that, through the creating and 
MflnrectiJig word of Omnipotence^ the pure feed of 
divine life wts.vifited with grater eflicacy, tiian the 
difoonragements which we were under, allowed us lo 
kaow at that time* But ah, poor Amfterd^m ! yea, 
Ipoer Rofttcurdavn I 9iid ma^y, many places on that 
fide the Continent, touching uriiofe uih^itants my 
ibiili at tioie$> fiog^ moumfuily to its well-beloved! 
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CHAP. VL 

Ugr Cmctm' rsj^lng a BiarSng School fir fenutti 
rwtth.-^ViJii to Friifids FamiUiS in Cwk^f^Jwrmy 
U Lomdon.^^FiJk to Domkirky Holland, PfrmmSj 
btc^'^Her Rxturn^'^^md Dece^€**^Tifiim9nUs £oi$* 



IT majr now be propex: td take bxAt notice of a 
concern which had weighttty engaged her atten* 
tion, refpefting the propriety of opening a boarding* 
fchool at Qonmel> for the religious care and educa- 
tion of femalis youthi This fubjeft bad^ for Ibme 
timc^ been deeply pondered^ both by herfelf and her 
hulband % and had> at length* fo outtured in their 
mindS) as to afford an eviiknee that it would be right 
to fet forward the work. 

Their motives for this undertaking appear to be 
purely difinterefted, and with the fing^e view of pro- 
mpting a guarded and. religious educationof children i. 
being themfelves in eafy circumftancesi and under 
no neceffity to.purfue this cm(iloyment9 for fiunily 
fupport^ 

When we oonfider the fufceptibility of youth to 
early impreffionsy. with the general permanency thereof 
on their minds ; and refleA that they are foon to par- 
ticipate in the concerns of life) and will^ in a few 
yearsy be the principals on this ftage of beings we 
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t^nnot but perceive the extenfiye importance, both 
tb individuals and the community, of an early moral 
and religious education ; nor be furprifed that this 
earheft labourer for the good of mankind, ihould fbet 
ir her dtity to cultivate tha lure ground of general' 
reformation, atid to encoitnige ottiers, upcm puf^ 
principles, to engage in an employnient fo truly 
boaouraUe and produ^ive of geod.* 

Though under doubts and difcouragements .of 
mind, arifing chiefly from the humble fenfe of her 
own weaknefe, and want of qualifications for fb ar- 
duous and important a ftrvice^ ihe %as enabled to 
open the propofed inftitutidn, the month after her 
return from the Cdhtinent/ 

She was much concerned that the chlldfen com^- 
mitted to their care, might be preferved in tnno^ 
Cefnce, and trained in the paths of piety and vtrtae ( 
and when hot called from home on religious fervice, 
laboured ^thfiiUy in advancing fuch ftieafures as 
tended to promote the (olid advantag^^ of this infti- 
tution. 

On the fubjeA of diis fchoti, there does not ap- 
pear to.be much remaiiling written by herfclf: a 
few of her letters have, however, been colle6bd, 
expteffive of' her tendcrnfefe left flie tnlght interfere 
with other inftitutions ; and of her cautious fteppings 
in this cohcern ; with divert other inftru£tive feiiti* 
ments ; ihoft of which have been extraSed, and are 
as follows : 

. ' " ■ ' ■■ - «« The profpeft of removing td Ireland in 
any line, continues to my mind very awful j and un- 



demkijig a nutter of fo much confequence as &t 
propoTed fchool, is not lefs fo : but if our frien^t 
whole judgments we efteem^ feel uneafy with it, and 
freely exprds themfelves, it will father be a relief 
Iban a diUappointment; efpecially as we have no itim 
tention 6f getting^ or iaving money by it to ourielves* 
If we are but £ivoured to fee the work of our day^ 
and found faithful in the performance of it^ though 
tver fo humbling to flefh and bloody I fometimes 
think) it is all that I deixre." 

f - "■ <^ I do not like the thoughts of crowding 
new inftitutions upon friends^ impoiing ob^eSs, or 
doii^ any thing which has the remoteft appearance of 
oppofmg oUr own, or others profpeds, by dividing or 
.fcattering the little ilrength^ which^ if put together^ 
might prove no more than fuf&cient for one under-* 
taking at iirft ; though afierwards^ it might encreafe 
for whatever further openings might be perceived iri 
Ifae truth/' 

■ ' ■ *' I havei at times, been much deprefled 
With a fear of interfering with the fchool at MounU 
inellick^ and difcouragiiig the valuable friends en- 
gaged therein. I felt moil eafy to write them a few 
lines, with a^view, as I tell thenH ^^ ^o open a dooi^ 
for a free conununication of fentiments, reipe£ling 
what we both have in view i expreffing my love and 
efteem for them^ and belief, that as b6th they and 
we are difinterefted in our views, deiirous of pro- 
moting the fame caufe, and rightly direded, we (hall 
tpove, either feparately or together, with a comfort'^ 
able degree of unity and fympathy i and requeftin^ 
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dnir opefimeft with flie» in ^jritig whoch^^ ai^ tWi^ 
has occurred to them, oir bearing of our (Aan^ whick 
Would be any ftrength or encottragecnent to thei% 
and which is ia our power to afford ; whether th^' 
Wiflt ua to be united in our undertakings^ or diink 
Ifaat two fchoola will anfwer^ and laftly, whether 
Ibcy do not think it wiU be better for them fteadily 
to purfue their own pr^iTpe^ till our houfe i$ 
<q>ened, {if ever it flioidd be) and then to ftand re^ 
figned, either to unite or keep feparate^ as at that 
time appears beft/^ $0 modi feemed a little relief 
to myfelf to fry, feeling great aiFedUon and tender^ 
siefr towalds them i at the &me time that my owof 
faith is nearly tried. ly howeveri fed a ho]^ as I 
am writing, that if our offering be not acscepted, but 
prove like David's propofing to birild the hou(e^ 
thavt, nevertbelefs^ we (hall feel that fecret fupportir^ 
language, ^ thou didfl well, in that it was in thintf 
heart," &c. 

' • " Doft thou not wonder at the uaidertak^ 
Ing we have in view? My dev R. G. has kindly 
condefcended to make ample preparations for a board- 
ing fchool for gtrk^ and has built a confideraUo' 
addition to our prefent dwelling; which ftands upon 
an tflandy in a navigid>le river, called the Suir. It ia 
about a hundred yards ac'rofs, and near a quarter of 
a ooile long ^ has on one fide of it the quay and towUf^ 
and on the other cultivated mountains, which feeny 
almoil to hang over itr The profped from the front 
of the houfe is through the garden and a pafture> to- 
Ae rivo* and valleyy and is terminated by a vexy high 
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and rugged mountain, feveral miles dxftant. TU( 
place is- altogether very pleaiknt and commodiousf 
for die intended purpofej but how we (hall meet 
with fuitable, difinterefted perfons for undertaking 
the immediate care of the children, &c. is not clears 
a hope however Cheers us, that if our views are 
tight, and deferving a bleiling, all things needful will 
be afforded us in the needful time. Fox* almoft everj 
ftdtion in the iamiljr, I (hould like to have.fiich as 
poiTefs a iincere coitpern for the pro^>efityiOf the 
work, and find a dedication in their own hearts to itj 
being afraid of drawing ^y> merely to gratify, our^ 
felves, that have not fome fuch foundation to (uppoit 
them in leafons of trials which, generally, more 
or lefs, . attend the moft upright and difinterefted 
defigns»" 

. ■ ■ i" << I have had a vety law dull time of late 
about this undertaking, from a fear duit we ihall 
not be found equal to it. I do not mean in the light 
of men, for probably we could not pleafe all, let us 
do ever fo well i but I mean in the fight of Himi 
whoie blefiing is more craved and panted after, than 
the moft fpecious appearances it can wear/' 

— — -—•* Having formerly mentioned the dtfcou<« 
ragements of my mind in the fetting out of the fchod 
we are engaged in^ it is but juft alfo to fay, that things 
refpefliing it now wear a pleafiuiter afpe£l; with a 
hope that that which was fown in weaknefs, feems^ 
through divine help, (for to diat only it can be 
attributed) rifing into greater ftrength. The minds 
of fome of our precious charge are evidently encresi(« 
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Ing ia verdure, by the dew of heaven ; and^ In the 

general, innocence is to be felt from the influence oJF 

their fpirits. Our helpers alfo grow (wd hope) in the 

foot of (rue religion, Indeed, did the world, or our 

rdigious and qivil concerns with its inhabitants, fpeak 

"po more trouble to us than what we find upon our 

{itde ifland, it-would be too great a ft^te of profperity 

for human nature profitably to be indulge4 with ; for 

tcven that calls for a watcfafu}hc$ and indaflry, which 

i!he Ae£h is at enmity with, ax^d which I fear b6ing 

found waiting in, To feel an evidence that we are 

under the csu-^ ^nd Ueffing of the Shepherd and 

Bifhop of fouls, after confliding doubtiAgs refpe<Eling 

}t, is fuch a cordial as reanimates the foul to fight the 

good fight of fkith, and to lay hold on eternal life. 

In feafons of favour this has been the cafe ; but it is 

hard to lay down all thefe precioifs gifts, illll to walk 

as the Mafter walked, to teflify, by o\|r idedication, 

^at we believe he came to lave flnners, and, as to 

the means whereby his glorious work is promoted, tQ 

(^y, " Not my will, but thiije be done/* 



In the I2th month, 1788, "(he engaged, with 
other friends, in a^viiit to the meetings and families 
of friends in the city of Cork ; and during her em- 
ployment in that fervice, the following letters ap« 
pear to have been written. Though they do not 
exprefs much account of the vidt, yet they may be 
acceptable, from t^ie inftrudlve remarks they con** 
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tain, and the weighty and concerned fpirit which they 
manifeft under this engagement. 
' I . J « Wc have been fteadily engaged with fit* 
ting in four families a day) and though we often 
fcem ready to give up, and f«el like imprifoned ipi« 
fits, yet, upon the whole, we have no juft caufe to 
be dUcourageds beft help being near to ftrengthen 
lis with might inwardly, or fuch a proportion 
of ft as is neceflary for the performance of, an4 
perfeverance in, th^^work of die prefent day. As 
doing the will of our heavenly Father, is the only 
thing really worth living for, I wifli to confider it 
as an unmerited favour, to know what that will is, 
and to be furniihed with any degree of capacity to 
fb it/' 

p ^ The (eaibn of the year, thcclofenefs of 

the city, and the complicated occafions of heavi^ 
vinefs and d<spreffion, in the view of the flate of 
things here, all contribute to fuffering both of body 
an4 niind } fo that were we deaf of unprofitably add^ 
\ng thereto, we do not lack a pretty full cup thereof. 
Indeed we have no bufinefs to feek for a portion or 
baptifm, differing in nature ffom that vrhiqh the great 
Pattern himfelf fubmitted to, and which the true 
(eed here and elfewhere^ have ftill, for wife purpofes 
to experience.*' 

♦* Whetiier >ny good may come of our la<» 

bour and travel here, muft be left: it is the bleffing 
pnly which can render this, and every odier endegit 
vour of the poor fervants, effe&ual to the buildti^ 
\^f of any droopii^ oiemb^r in the moft. holy ^dw 
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My fool has ib the coorfe of our vifit to the &inilie« 
of friends in this city, palled by the gates of death , 
But the deceitfulnefi of my own heart is fuch, that 
it cannot be removed by plealant things ; nor does 
fitnefs for the little fervices we are engaged in, fpring 
out of the moft fenfible and gratifying operations of 
the fpirit; but out of thefe unfearchable baptifins, 
which, neverthelefs, demonftrate they are of the Holy 
Ghoft and fire, becaufe they leave an empty temple, 
a temple ready to be filled with the prefence wherein 
there is life. According to my fmall knowledge of 
good, I may aflert that, a(ter alt, the joy of the 
Lord is our ftrength ; and were it not that, in the 
beginning of this vifit, my fpirit had been fweetly 
confolated therewith, I very much doub? whether, 
from many of my feelings and deep provings fince, 
I (hould have held out till now ; peradventure it 
pofTeiled fome of that (acred efficacy, which Elijah's 
forty dajrs fuflenance is diflinguiflied for, and thereby, 
to the praife of that grace, by which I ^m what I am, 
my confidence has not wholly failed me in die deeps. 
All ihzt is within me prays, that as we have been 
mercifully fhengthened to drink, in this place, a 
bitter cup, we may not, in our own wills, refitfe 
any dregs which in infinite wifdom are Intended, in 
part, to conftitute the cup of (a}vation. But the 
jlelh is weak ! A few have refufed us, and whether 
their hearts wil| relent, is yet to try. We cannot 
however but fympathize with a tried, affliSed rem* 
nant in this meeting, whofe hands I do believe, will 
grow ftrongqr apd ftfpn^er, be more and more in? 
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ftnided to war, and their fingers to fi^t ; for hoiT'* 
ever the boafters over the pure lowly feed may exalt 
themfelves, yet they cannot ftand in the day pf judg* 
meot, nor prevent the fmlfiUing of die promife, that 
die law fhall be magnified and made honourable. I 
concluded to ftay third day meeting $ and thoi^h, aa 
b often my lot, fpeaking to men did not relieve my 
inward opprcffion, yet in proftrarion before theal* 
mighty Helper^ who in abundant mercy is touched 
with a feeling of our infirmities, there was a iecret 
fuftaining evidence, of living again in His prefence* 
whereby thofe bones that vrere broken did rejoice. 
Thus are the poor of the flock helped in dieir ex* 
tremities, and encouraged to maintain their confi* 
dcnce in the omnipotent gathering arm of Uraers 
Shepherd." 

.....^ — » May we not be afi^id of fuffering} for 
in this land however, they that dwell with the feed, 
muft dwell in a low fpot, and give up their names 
to reproach. " If ye were of the world, the world 
would love you, but becaufe ye are not of the worlds 
the world hates you : it hated me before it hated 
you/' Tp be of this happy, though afflided num- 
ber, is more to be defired than to join ourfelves in 
affinity withr a Q>irit which, inftead of fufliering with 
the feed, wars againft it, in the wrath and cruelty of 
the king of the locufts which came oyt of the pit ^ 
a fyirit that cannot ftand in the day of judgment, but 
which being airy and unfettled, leads firom the quiet 
habitation, and leaves the mind widiout a flay. Hkny 
excellent, yea hQW much to be defured, is that ft^tt 
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the feed's fidee, thai:. precious fed of adoption, the 
lingaage of Abbn Father^ is^ fe^ngly obtained and 
iNreathedi Thi^is indeed mSottietiiiog in ouHelvc$ 
whereiA we JdaW njoioe, an unmerited, gift whidi 
^xdttdei all boaittag^ aprefervattveitom movis^ ia 
•the Kne of others experienoc^ fiirth^.dian it. is made 
oiur ow% or from having our rejoicing in them* 
Were the $&bn members of our fociety, more ge«* 
nealif and indtvidiiaUy gathered to this. deep inwacd 
feeling oE the life of truth, and the evidence of its 
operations intbemfelvee, how much more efie^uiil 
would their' labours be,- in building up one anod^er 
in. the moft holy iiiith? I am' afraid for myfelf ; I 
long to be more truly weighty ia my own fpirit i not 
to aiTume a confequence amongft men, or to plume 
myielf with borrowed fefltfhers ; • but really to be pre- 
ferved in cempaDy with the fised^ wd through it$ 
opentioBS^ to live, move, and Jiave my being, in the 
ohttffch eipedaUy. A feries of deep exercifes. has 
f^len to my lot, on account of the law and teftimony 
oft truth in >thts^ province, and near fytnpathy with 
iome jwho dare not kt it fall to the. ground, without 
difcoverSng themCelves,- and on whofe fide tbey are. 
Tfaejfe fiikd it' to be li day of trial, of perplexity, and 
of trea^ng * dow»f and there are (o few, even 
amoi^ the well minded, who are fkilful either in 
lamentation, or in* war, thatithe work lies heavy on^ 
a few; and ibmetinies 1 am* afraid that the ointment 
mode after the art of the apothecary, gets unpleaiantly 
O 
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tiii^iired by the dead flics (die imqinckcaed effort* 
for the caiiie) being caft into it." 

** Though I often find it my duty to wafli 
and anoint, rather than appear tomen to fiifly yet the 
fecret travail of my foul is forrowfiily and befet with 
many difcoiiragements unknown but to. kfelf, and 
its almighty Helper ; and I find^ that the more deep 
awl hidden my exercifes are, and the more I feek 
for ftrength to unite myfelf^ in a covenant never, to 
be broken, with the Beloved of my foul, the more I 
am capable to diftinguifli the ^oonfidations of the 
Spirit, the pure unerring Spirit, from every inferior 
•r corrupt fource of gratification to the natural 
(enfes. I know my experience of this is but very 
finalli and yet, as fiu* as I have attained, I have abun- 
dant caufe to admire the wifdom there is in the paths 
•f true abafednefs and felf-denial» yeaf the fortrefr 
they lead toy and the fiifety there is in them.^ 

Never are we fiivoured with a clearer peroqition 
of our religious duty, in little as well as greater 
things, than when oar fpiritual eye has been purged, 
by the miniftration of fome baptifm Aat has afflid" 
ingly removed every film of felf-lovej which di(^ 
covers itfelf by an over-attention ta our own re- 
putation, to the eafe of the ffeili, and a defire for 
pleafiuat things in iptrituals as wett as temporals. 
Ah ! may we think nothing too near or too dear to 
part widi, for the fecret acceptance of the Beloved f 
The very putting forth of his hand, as through the 
hole of the door, little as the intimation may feem. 
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is « pofwerfid caH to adnut him in the mtj cf hk 
comings however it may of^poTe oitr own way. 



She attended the half yearns natsooal meetmg at 
Dublin in the 5lfa mondH 1789} and from Aence 
went to York^ where Ihe aude her rdationa and 
firiertda a (bort vifiCy and proceeded pretty diredly for 
the yearly meeting at London; which ihe attended, 
:nnd refearned home with an evidence, chat^ in this 
joui'ney, flie had been occupied in her proper place. 
' This is agreedriy teftified by the following letter, 
wUeh is the only one that has appeared on this oc« 
eafiosw 

■■■ i*. n ■■ '^ Ottr littleiock looks pleafant and heahfay. 
Oar joy was mutual at meeting yefterday,.and home 
is felt by us to be a peaoefvl retreat. In a little 
■fitting which we had at home in the evening, there 
deemed 46me ability to lie down as befide the ftOl 
waters; a confeling e3q[>erience{ and on looking back 
uponcnr late jooroey, tfaongh there was no great pro- 
fofled draft to it, a hope arifes, that, confiftent with 
our rdigiotts duty, we were going on with the wock 
«f the day. 



In the latter part of the year 1789, flie felt her 
siind drawn to have fome publick meetings it\ divers^ 
places, where none of our fociety dweU, particii- 
O 2 
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hrly at the ^own and gaufrilbn of Kinfale; where^ afii 
well zs at other places, thefe fervjces tended to open 
and fpread the knowledge of the truth. Concern* 
ing her vifit to^ the abo¥ttin«ntioiied placej (he writet 
thus: 

^^,;^« In much fear, and I truft humiUatioii of 
fpirtt, I have been to the town of Kinfale, and fof- 
fered to have appointed, through an apprefaenfion 
of duty, a publick meeting there. It was large, 
nearly as much fb as the houfe belonging to the 
fociety would admit. There appeared to be about 
•two hundred people, who generally behaved widi de» 
cency and folidity, and the meeting was owned widi 
the gathering influence of Ifrael's Shepherd ; which 
in time of filence, was I thought comfortably ex- 
perienced« We adfo paid a Tifit to the fort, and par* 
ticttlarly to a large company of deferters, who are 
coUeded there for tranfportation, many of diem good 
looking young men; and I alfo ventured to remind 
fome of the officers^ of their religious and civil 
duties*. It was altogether a feryice much in the 
QTohy and deferving of no reward, for want of timely 
reiignation to it; but^ in unmerited mercy, I. was 
iavoured with a peaceful calm, which my beloved 
companions alfo enjoyed, and earned with honeft 
labour. 

She was, indeed, much concerned, and laboured 
in her meafui:e, for the prqxigation of that holy 
principle, which is the lighf, and lifii of men; and- 
Ihe counted nothing too dear to give up, orpait 
with, for the promotion of this pure word in theii^ 
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keai'tft. A renewed evidence of this appears, in a 
frelh inftance of dedication to a very trying and ar« 
duous fetvice* During her late travels on the Con-^ 
tinent, her mind had often fynipathized in fecret, and 
been united in gofpel love, with a precious feed fcat- 
tered up and down in thofe parts; but which, it 
feemed not then the appointed ieafon, to viilt in 
perfon. This time now approached, and, as Ihe 
apprehended, in the openings of divine wifdom; (q 
that (he believed it her iiuii^nikble duty» to give 
faerfelf up, in pur? refignation, to this fervice; which 
appeared in her view, to comprehend a vifit toDun^ 
kirk, Holland, Pyrmoi).t> and fome other parts of 
Germany. Under the weight of this important con* 
cem^ (be experienced the near f/ropathy of friends 
of the mcMiitMy.and quarterly, ineetings. to which (he 
belongi^d, with thofe of the national n>e?ting in 
publin, and y^Iy (fleSt meeting in London^ whq 
f:oncurre4 in teftimonials of their unity and appro- 
bation* . Tb^s ftrengt^ei^ed.by the feedings and con* 
currenqe of the qhurch, apd by a fimilar concern. of 
her friend George Dillwyn, (he (et forward to eur 
gage in the work before ^em^ in the 6th moniJi 
1790;. accompanied alfo by her hufband and Sarali 
Dillwyn, who felt tbeiir minds engaged to enter with 
them , on this journey. 

Her letters v^ritten under tbe profpeft of this vifit, 
during the progre(s of it, and upon its conclu(ion| 
appear to form, in geneial, fo regular and conne^d an 
account oV it, that nothing further appears neceflfary, 
^hvi t9 lay the extrads firooi them before the reader^ 

03 
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ftd mmth, 1790. I feem rtry like oot wImi hfttii 
no refting [riacs on eaiith, or ftiiy confolations here 
ia ivhich I dare to truft; but if I am found woi^, 
in the fmaileft degrtoi to refemUe the great and 
holy High Prieft of our prefefion^ to is enough. 
As to the perfonnance of great works^ I look not 
for it; my mind Is taught to believe that I have no 
right diereto, or reafon to tixptdt that an inftrument 
lb feeble) and fo litde a time in ule, is likely to be 
•wned^ in any extraonlinaiy degtee, in the diftharge 
of my fmall {xut of Ac great work. But my fpirit 
hath often been dipt into fympathy inexpreffiUe) with 
a feed in thofe parts^ of which I have not yet attained 
Ae otttwanl difcovery, and peradventurey this fecond 
irifit may prove like fiAing and catching nothing. 
Tliis I defire to leave, and to attain to a duly and 
fimide reliance upon unerring diredion, whidi tfie 
cnature knows muft be attended with a dying daily. 

Ad month, 1 790. We fland in need of care^ both 
of our own, and that of oar friends 1 our endea* 
vours for' peace being, in nuuiy reQ)e£h, in a line 
radier new and important, and in which we defire 
to be preferved from moving furdier, than die good 
(Uiefriierd leads and goes before.-— It has not been 
without a portion of deep exercife, and frequent bap* 
tifms, known only to the Searcher of hearts, that I 
have obtained fo mu£h ftrength as to taft my bur* 
den for a time upon the church ; and fince they have 
taken it, and I believe fei!ne of thtai felt it,,my relief 
has, beyond my expcfibion, been efiedtd.— But Ait 
is temporary. I know, in a i|>iritttal fenfe at leaft) 
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duit bonds mm! afflidtons await me; jet wkh thank« 
Inlnefs may acknowledge due, feeling the eirerlaft«> 
iag anna to be underneath, none of thefe things 
at pcefent movie me."— My capacity to promote die 
wwk of jrightcoufoeTs on jdie earthy is very TmalU 
but aocording to that capaci^, I long to be ioand 
faitbfid, not counting my life dear unto myielf.-^ 
I hare not heard of any cempaoioa in the little fer* 
vices before me, nor do I fed any anxiety on that 
Iwad; believing that, if the concern is right, fuit** 
able fellow labourers wifl be provided, without any 
toiling interference of mine. 

3d month, 1790. May my mind be prefenred in 
Aability to the end s for that I both waleh and 
pray, well knowing that when I lofe that, it muft 
be diftinguiflicd mercy indeed, that preferves my 
poor Htde vefiel from total wreck. As a very bard 
gide of even £ur wind may occafion great dang^i^ 
ib J perceire that the urgency I feel, at times, in 
sny fpirit, to do the Matter's apprehended will, may 
render fruftrate the gracious defign, if ballaft be 
not on boaad. I nevvr felt my mind fo fenfiUy fuf** 
Sained in the profpeft of any journey before. I 
cfteem it an unmerited mark of the gfeat Shepherd's 
oondefcending care, uriio hath, blefied be his Name^ 
richly repleniflied my Ibul widi Aith, and fo abun<» 
dantly miniftered its fiikr virtue, patience, that my 
fiail tabernacle being at times overcome, the lan«» 
guage of my heart is fimihr to that of the Spoufei 
^ Stay me.witb flaggons, comfort me with apples, 
<< for I am ii^ of love/' 
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This IS a iUfpenfiitioa which I do nst txpeSt t^ 
-continiie ; for when a teftimony of this love is called 
foT) when difficulticasM^ to be encountefed^both 
ivithiB and without, when weare to be oiered up 
a iacriiice in the fervice :of the Chriftian faith, oh 
iiow ittconftant is the human heart ! how rnaay fob* 
Aitutes far obedience, how many fiibterfiiges does 
it find J Remembering, diefe things, the wormwood 
and the gall, yea the anguilhing exercifes attendant 
^a our late journey,' my heart is humbled within 
me^ and preferred • ^om expeding the journey in 
profpeA to be unmixed with fimilar trials) or even 
to fee in it, gratifying demonftrationt of diat glori- 
ous wiM'k, which, in gofpel Tifion, i$ beheld to be 
begmi in the German Empire, aadi many other parts 
of dw globe lefe known to us. On any prefump<» 
•lioa of this fiut, I have not dared to take one fiep; 
))utha¥e much defired that my fpirit may be deep 
eAQUgh,according to my meafure, to fafier and re* 
•joioe, only >eith tbe pure ieed, .whedier obvioufly the 
£g<-tree bloflbm^ and frntt.he on the vine^ or not. 
/ _— . w On .fecund, day morning, at the yearly 
inciting of mimftel'S and elders hdd in London the 
17th of the 5th month, our certificates were read 1 
which, far beyoifd what I durft faavt^ looked for, 
^re^ted ?xpre$(vis of go^l unity and church en^ 
courag^qient, that were- not entirely unfeaibnable to 
my mind } feeling myfelf as poor as feemed poffiUe 
, for fpiritual exigence. But what aUb greatly con« 
. ^ibuted t9 lift up my t|e4d above the overflowing 
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biBowS) and fay to the winds and the waves, ^ Be 
'M fttii," was the indifputafele evidence, that the 
Mafter had feparated for a iimilar work, my beloved 
friend, George Dillwyn ; under which his opprefled 
mind was conftratned publickly to acknowledge, to 
Msown and others relief, that he believed it to be 
his doty to go with us. How precious is chat help, 
which Js'difpenfed in better wifdom than our own! 
and being the fruit of mercy;, it is often referved for 
the moment of extremity. It was a very foleimi 
uniting feafon; the fpirltand the bride (the churoh) 
f4)pcaobl .cordially to unite in the fame language of 
encouiaigcment. I greatly deiire a heart capable of 
faumblyand>rerverently returning acceptable obedience 
fortbefeiaTOOiB, in the fisw feeble fteppings through 
myifutttre pilgrimage. Trials I have learned to ex* 
pedi, having a difpofition that will not fuffor me to 
be extrnpt, till it be loft in the ocean of gofpd 
love; In ourfelves, as in the world, there is trouble ; 
.oh that oiiracquaiittaace may become more and more 
intimate -with Him,: in whom is the Atlnefs of unde- 
filed peace ! Then may we rejoice in every tribulat- 
ion, which has urged us to lay hold on eterittl 
fub^aaea*. 

No female companion appearing, our former va<« 
Iflable MIow traveller, Sarah Dillwyn, was naturally 
looked to, and no obftruAions occurring, Ratdiffb 
ttiontUj meeting (of vrhieh (he is a member) cordially 
teftified its approbation therewith, and granted her a 
certUkate. Thus we four being bandedi left Lon- 
iIm ( Jolhua Beale accompanying us) on the ieventh 
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iaf after the ycftrly meedng. At London we met with 
tmnj friends like bone c( our bone, and flefh of our 
flefli; yea, fo cemented have fome of us at times fdt^ 
9S fully to convince us that it was the work of botfi 
grace and nature ; the latter of which, in our ouuiy 
ieparations, is learning, I truft, to be more and moine 
iiibje^ and to furrender its wtll to ^ divine will^ 
wWch indeed fweetens mai^ bitter cups, and 
ftrengthena us to fay amen to every requiring of 
truth* Without Ais experience, how are we Itloe 
bullocks unaccuftomed to the yoke ! 

The yearly meeting was large, and £itis6AQry iii 
a good degree; but fuch aflemblies, cooqiofed of 
minds fo various, have genendly a cooiideiaUtf 
porttQn:of exercife and weight for the {oding part of 
Its members^ and it i$ an uni|>eakable faynor ^mt 
ibere.are fuch.preferved in the churdi, whofe fpintmd 
furulties are fo alive, that, like watchers qa the w^ 
of JHotif they can give an alarm at the new and 
various attacks, which our common and unwearied 
enemy is making upon truth's ramparts : and it ia 
alfo a diftinguilhaUe mercy in our poor foctcty, that 
fhere are>.amoi|gft the younger part of it, fncb as, 
by the livelinefs and fiiithfiilnefs of their ipiiiH, pco* 
mifo a fucceffion of ftaadard bearers* 

We were at Rochefter on Adk dayi nt the moiidily 
meeting at Canterbury on durd^ and got ^ Dover 
that evening ( from whence we ladled next ^y for 
Pimkirk, and bui a fine, but flow paflage, being on 
the water ftxteen hours. Her«i we found John De 
MiuAtti^ Wittting for Wh and Joflm$ B^dcj atfi 
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lUuta^ Umfelf to us, we became fix la number. 
The day we arrived was their week day meeting | 
and it may with thankfulne& be acknowledged, that 
it was mercifully owned with 'divine refrefliment, and 
the communication of counfel from the living fprlng 
thereof* And what tended to heighten our joy, on 
fitting down with the friends hore, was the {bcm 
which we had beheld juft before* What they cal 
the hosft WIS carried about, with fiich a pooceffion 
of the army, corporation, clergy, and little chijdve% 
as I never &w before, or could have fiippofed ; there 
being many thau£uid$ both of people and images of 
filver, pewter, and wood^ hundreds of candles near 
fix Aet long s abundance of rich fiik and other veft« 
ments i barefooted and (haven beaded friars ; mufick^ 
drams, &c. cannon firing, and bells rtngtng*. So 
diat, after all this ftir, to fit down with our friend^ 
under our own vines and fig«trees, and meafiiraMy 
to partake of fubftantsal food, was tnily joyous; and 
more efpecialiy fo, under the beNef that die one fhaH 
decreafe, and the other eocreaie. ^ 

We fpent a full week at Dunkirk, to a good degree 
of fatisfiiftion, perceiving the bleffing that thofe new 
fettkrs may be in tibat land, and at this important 
jun&ure, if they wifely keep to, and are gracioudy 
kept by, the preferving, unchangeable principle of 
trudi. They are at prefent worth vifiting, and their 
number is likely foon to be encreafed from Naa^ 
tucket. 

Aft^ having four puhiick meetings in Dunkirk, 
(at atf of which divers not of our fociety attended^ 
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and feverai private ones, we proceeded to OfEend^ 
(B. H. going with us). Here we fpent a day to 
fatisfi£lion, finding a man ahd his wife from Londoa 
belonging to the fociety, who had not feen any repu- 
table friends for feveh or eight years. Though they 
had the marks of being) in Ibmc degree, robbed and 
^XMled, yet there was alfo fomething in them to vifit^ 
and which accepted the tcftiihony of truth, as far as 
related to themfelves. - Divers books were alfo feat- 
lered, and not without a hope that the bleffing 
accompanied fome of them ; for even in this little 
fervice, there is a great difference in our feeling8« 
It is often like calling bread upon the waters^ and, 
fometimes, without hope of return in aiiy day or age. 
r From CMend we continued our courfe along the 
coaft,J>y way of Bruges, Flufliing, and Mjddleburgh; 
»t tbe two latter of which, we folemnly paufcd,.and 
aUo expoibd ourf^lves to thd obfervation and.acqkiaint- 
knceof the people; intimating to fome our errand, 
and making enquiry for fuch as were feeking the 
, truth. With fome fmall exception, they appeared to 
be in tfaeif ftrong holds, and fenced cities, intent 
upon this world's gain, which is, witn too much 
propriety, called their god. However, a few books 
were left among them; and finding the fon of a 
friend at Middleburgh, we had an opportunity of 
religious retiiement with him, and of dropping fuch 
counfel as opened therein. He appeared, by hi^ 
acknowledgement and attention to us, to accept 
the vifit kindly; but his filiation is exceedingly 
im&fe* 
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From Middleburgh we went to a litde port^ called 
Campveer, and there hired, a veflel to take us to 
Rotterdam. We had a very ]rfeafiuit palEige, our 
minds being favoured mthrtnuch tranquillity; and^ 
after a thirty hours (ail^ arrived at our port, the i8th 
of the 6th month} where, as we eacpeded, we entered 
into a frelh trial of fidelity to the precious caiife« 
Here ..we ftaid three days, viiited fome former ac« 
quaintances, who were very kind» and commenced 
new ones with fuch as feemed to underfland how to 
receive difciples,> in the name of difcipks. To one 
or two of this dafs, oar minds were particularly 
united. Being there on a firft day, we had two 
pttblick meetings, both confiderably attended, but 
efpecially the latter, which was alfo a truly folemn 
and profitable opportunity. 

Between Dunkirk and Rotterdam, we had diveis 
opportunities of difleminating the knowledge of the 
principle of truth, by the diftribution of books, and 
tome conferences in a private way ; but had no 
publick meeting, though ouc minds were, in feveral 
places, brought under a confiderable weight of 
exercife; which feemed to anfwer no more end, 
than the people's Walking round the walls of Jericho; 
and were it not that we are convinced^ even from 
outwacd obfervation, that the Lord is at work in 
the kingdoms of men, and making a way for his own 
feed, wermight conGlude|.thitthe fortifications which 
this world's fpirit hath eredled, particularly in HoU 
land) will hardly ever be «ikco down. 
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W9 went ircttf dira6ttj ironi Rottefdm to 
AmAerdaiBy wfanoe wo had our ihard of fecrel dip* 
pings and difcoutagementt ;; but not ocpeAing gsttt 
Ihiagt in one fetting out) or defiring to be bcme up 
abore a fedii^ of wlkat ve arcy and the ofipceffioa 
and oUciirity of the true fiaed^ we are the kfil e^qpolbd 
to a ipirit of difnoy $ and engaged at timei| in fin* 
fiicxtjf to fit down together profdTedly to wait for 
the guidance of tntth» or a difeovery that the cloud 
eefts upon die tabeinade« In thefe feafonsi we have 
been ftrengthened^ and cemented in beft unity^ and 
alfo encouraged to hold on in a path to be trodden 
more by faith, than fight. 

In the publick meetings, of which we hare attended 
three, we experienced. painful cxercife; and yet I 
thought on firft day, that both' the fittings were^ 
ttpon the whole, folid and lively. Here we received 
accounts of our brother, Jofeph Orubb| being in a 
very declining ftate of health, which had made its 
appearance before we left home i and beiiig in part* 
nerihip with my R. G. and the care of bufinefe ibr^ 
bidden to my brother, my hulband thought it his 
duty to offer him all the relief he could $ a tranquil 
Boind refpe&ing outward things, being of unfpeaicaUe 
con&quence to die hitter part of a man's life: this, 
^thout any anxiety about our own property, and a 
prefentunentbefore we left home, duit he would hardly 
f o through the journey, induced us, though nrach in 
the cro&, to feparate. 

We were detained at Amfterdam longer than wt. 
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Mpefied s one occafion of ifducb wa% die printiiig 
•f ibmc extnids fWni Hugh Turford't writiiigSy 
with aa addtdon from Mary Biook on filent ifvttkitigy 
which fomc of our company tranihted into French, 
it contaifii Yery fiutable matter for die prefent agei 
and is an acceptable publication to J. M. and B. R, 
to dtftribute in France, and aUb convenient to us in 
diis journey, as many underfland French* We have 
a hurge ftodc of other religious books, very eligible 
for our porpofe, which the meeting for fuffarings hal 
given us for diftribution« • 

The 6tfa of the 7th month, we came to Utrechty 
where J. M» being tender took cdd, and was con- 
fined next day to the houfe; and as he did not arl a 
great deal, it fuited our plan of fpending one day 
quietly togedier, before we parted, he and B* R. 
having concluded to go from hence to Dunkirk^ 
and J« M. from that place to his home. This has 
been a trial to us, but knowing J. M's attention to 
beft direction, and alfo his defire, if right, of keeping 
with us, we dared not to perfuade him to fuit our 
inclinations and convenience j and therefore, after en* 
joying each others company, in fweet feliowfhip imd 
tendernefs of fpirtt, we parted; our little band then 
coniafting of George and Sarah DiUwyn, J. B. and 
myfel^ with the moft arduous part of the journey in 
ftoSp^StB Perhaps this ftripping of outward help is 
wifidy difpenfed to us: in that Ught we view it, and 
dare not difpute divine fufficiency. 

Soon after our friends were gone, we concluded to 
pay a vifit to a family of Amfterdam (with whom we 



were acquaint^ wheii there before) who now reflif^ 
at thioic coahtry houfe about half way from that city 
to Uttecht ; and. accordingly fet ofF) and arrived about 
five» and were . received more< like near relations 
united on, the beft ground, than as people of another 
nation and profeffion. We alfo met here two wo^ 
men of con&deraUe account on. a vifit^ to one of 
them particiUarly, our minds were nearly drawn^ and 
the little inftru^on which was in our power to com«. 
municate, from the exercife of our minds, broken 
French, and the ufe of the Scriptures (to particular 
paflages of which we direded them as they occurred) 
was received with a religious (enfibility, which greatly 
united us together, and which words cannot fully fet 
forth.* Though we often lament our ignorance of 
the language of this people, and its attendant inccm* 

* Some time afterwards, (he wrote the Mowing letter 
to one of the women of that family. 

*' Remembering thy requefl to hear from oar little 
company when we returned from Germany, and being 
now ib near you, I felt an inclination to tell thee, and 
thy valaaUe brother and fitter, that, through the mer- 
ciful diredion and care of providence, we have got 
along to a good, degree of fadsfadion, and been favoured; 
upon the whole, with a moderate fliare of health. We 
found a few in many places, who, being weary of the 
Ceremonial part of religion, are deiiring its living fub- 
Hanoe^ and to be true worfhippers in fpirit. Thefe bavat 
many dilHculties from within and .without; bat if they de- 
pend, fmgly, upon divine help, and ceafe to recommend 
themfelves by their own dead works, we have a hope, 
that they will gradually retire from the confufion of die 
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veii]enc£eS9 yet I was never more convinced of the 
influence of trutlt qualifying to fpeak to one another 
in our own tongue^ though utterly incapable in any 
other language than that of the fpirit; for in the 
prefent cafe> we were not fenfible of either us, ot 
the caufe, (uiFering under our apparent diladvan- 
tages. We cannot always judge why we are fo led, 
and why fo deftitute of fome outward accommoda- 
tions to the lervice, which human prudence would 
naturally point out; but I may acknowledge that^ 
on this account, I never was more contented, 
and fupported in an humble truft, that the good and 
Almighty Hand is with us in ^< thefe mortifying la* 
bours." 



carnal aibd^ to the trae flieepfbld. Were the profefTors 
of ChriHianicy more generally acquainted with the undeJ 
filed reft> \vhich the redeemed mind is ilrengthened to 
gather to/ they would dcteft the fallacy of unfauAified 
forms and miniifay, and rejoicingly receive the eternal 
Witnefi for God in themfelves; for their Lawgiver, Friend, 
and Comforter. 

« We reflea mth fatisftaion upon our vifit to Middle- 
waart; not only in remembrance of your afFeflionate hof* 
pitality, bat alip of the uniting virtue of truth upon our 
minds, which left a pleafant (ayour after we feparated $ 
and now reviving, with renewed defire for all oar pre- 
fcrvation, and increaflng intimacy with the good Shepherd 
of his Iheep, I falate thee, my dear friend, in fifterly af- 
feaion*" 

S. Q. 
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We left Utrecht on feventh day momuig^ and 
came to Wageningei which is an agreeable little 
town. The inhabitants were greatly fiirprifed at 
feeing us, but became uncommonly civil and cour* 
teous; in part owing to a man who drove us froot 
Utrecht, who by (bme means, unknown to us, con« 
ceived fo favourable an opinion of us, and feemed 
furniflied with fiich materials for deferipdon, thaC 
wherever we flopped, he was fine to influence the 
people in oor favour, and they miited in teftimooies 
of zScSdon and kindoeft. We fpent all firft day 
in Wageninge} bad a little, but folemn and refrcfli* 
ing meeting of our own company^ and had alfo the 
company of a young prieft of good charader. He 
and Gcoi^ge Dillwyn converfcd (I believe intelligibly) 
upon fome important fubjedb in French, though per« 
haps neither of diem were fully acquainted with the 
language; but the beft fenfe being prefen^ that dc" 
fcQ. was made up thereby. 

We left a few fuitable books with them, whicb 
were very kindly accepted; and our parting waa 
with apparent- fientimeats of afFedionate efteem. We 
alfo gave books to divers others, and had a fiid»« 
£iAion in fpending diis little time amongft a kind 
fimple hearted people. The people of the inn are 
j>articularly of this defcriptlon, their conduA mani* 
fefling a pleafure which they had in entertaining us« 
Thefe comfortable fpots and feelings, fomewbat re-* 
femble Elijah's food, on the ftrength of which he had 
to travel many days. As neither the great work, 
nor the capacity to do it, is ours^ fo we may bo 
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embokfened to bope, that our acceptance win (fand 
in proportfon to our obedience to that we have^ 
rather Ifaan to that we have not. 

From Wageninge we came to Amheim, where 
we^ fpent one day agreeably^ #ere at the hoiife o^ 
very civil people j and though we did not commence 
much accipiaintancc) yet were latisfied with our liti3e 
detention there, and to one or other gave feveral 
books. Here we met with a kind man who fpeaka 
Englifli well, fays he was feafonably, and effefhiall/ 
ierved by a friend in England, when he was a! 
ftranger there; and this is (no doubt) an additional 
inducement to lay himfelf out to oblige us, which he 
does with the appearance of much fincerity. Thefe 
joumies, I fometimes hope, will in future open my 
heart with more cordiality to ftrangers ; for ** know- 
** ing the heart of a ftranger," a deficiency herein 
would be doubly culpable. 

The next place we went to was Doefturgh, 
where our feelings were rather unufually pleafant ; 
but we did not find any ftop thereby in our pro- 
grefs. The landlady at the inn where we ftopped, 
appeared and approved herfelf to be far from the com- 
mon forty for dignity of manners and folidity, if not 
religious weightinefs of mind. Her condufl to us 
was truly friendly, manifefting an affedion and libe- 
rality becoming other parts of her charader. We 
gave her a Barclay's Apology in Dutch, and feveral 
books in French, which ihe appeared fully qualified 
to read, and in a good degree to underftand : (he 
wanted much to pay for them, but on any terms was 
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glad to receive them; and after looking over thp 
fummary, promifed to lend them among fome of her 
neighbours* 

Germany is a country very unlike the Netheriands, 
both in the face of it, and in the manners of its in.» 
habitants, the people being kept in a ftate of greater 
ierviiity, under princes of fmall territories. Our 
'difficulties in the way of travelling commenced when 
Wt left Holland ; for after gliding along in Treck- 
fchutes, upon their quiet waters, we got inU> wag- 
gons, the beft publick conveyances the country 
afforded, and the roads being extremely bad, we 
were jolted to a degree not eafy to fuppofe ; and for 
want of knowing the language, were impofed upon, 
and induced to take our pailage in the pofl waggon, 
underflanding that we ihould have, it to ourfelves, 
arrive feafonably at our lodgings the two nights in 
profpcc^, and have time enough for reft* But inflead 
of thefc fine things, after they got our money, a 
Capuchin Friar, and a very ill looking man, were 
put in with us, and we kept in this fltuation with 
two meals wanting, through a dark rainy night (the 
wet coming in upon us) till three o'clock the next 
morning; when, after two hours reft, we were fum- 
moned again, and without flopping to take any meals, 
fave our dinners, travelled on till we arrived, about 
one o'clock next morning, at the gates of Munfler^ 
a fortified city, where we had to wait for an entrance 
more than half an hour, and then had to find our 
lodgings among a people of a flrange language, 
.whofe principal obje<5l was to get from us all they 
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could. This is a hint of the manner In which we 
got along, and I mention it to fhew the inconvenience 
ftranger* are fubjcft to, and how different the fere of 
thefe countries is from that of England ; at the fame, 
time an acknowledgement of providential care fs 
abundantly due from us. Our minds, during this 
extraordinary trial of body and fpirits, were remkrt- 
ably fuftained with cheerful tranquillity, and' an 
abounding defire to comfort one another iti this 
painful imprifonment. We were alfo preferved* at. 
the time from fuffering in our health, and found 
that part of two days reft in Munfter, recruited us 
finely. 

Our fciy in that city was very fatisfaftory, finding 
it to be a place of confiderable openneis. One mkfi 
in particular, a profeflbr of languages in the univer- 
fity, who was fick, received our men with brotherly 
affe£tion and joy, had very iatisfaftory converiation 
with them, and was glad to receive divers of our 
books, fome of which he intended to put into their 
publick library. He told them of a relation of his, 
in a part of Germany where we have not been, who 
is fully convinced of our principles, but who has not 
dared openly to avow them ; and (aid, that in fome 
other parts, there are many fuch, which we have fince 
found to be the cafe. A ferious young nobleman, a 
pupil of his, intending to take a tour to England", 
was defirous of being recommended to fome friend in 
London, in which George DiHwyn gratified him. 
Many other opportunities occurred of cafting books 
into the hands of ferious people, and iaaix imperfeA 
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W9]r intimating to tbem fuch truths, a$ at that timp 
ve lycre furniflked with. 

From Munfter we came, by way of Warrendorf, 
Paddf^rborn, &c. through Weftpbalia, to Pyrmont, 
which w^ reached the 23d of the 7th month. Her« 
pur minds were foon comforted in the belief, tbsit 
there i$ a feed in thefe parts, which, however hid^a 
from the world, and the mapy churches profcffing thf 
ChriAian name, are preffing after an eftabliihment 
on the right foundation. Ot|r minds werr greatly 
favoured with peaceful ferenity, and a fte^dy reliaocp 
on providential care } fo that inftead of dittculties 
depreffing, they rather animated our fpirits to preft 
forward, toward the fulfilling of our allotted portion 
cf travail and exercife, and to bear up one another, 
according to. o^r ability, through all. Neverthekfst 
fhere have been feafqns when Satan did not fail to 
fuggeft to the weaknefs of my mind, that we were 
running in vain. But to the humbling encourage- 
ment of us all, after we arrived at Pyrmont, and par* 
ticularly in thefecond meeting there, amoqg aiimple 
hearted, feeking people, we were cpnviniced th:^ it 
' was not fo, and that infinite kindneJs would alib; pre* 
ferve us from labouring in vain. It was an oppor-^ 
tunity wherein (to the praife of the grace which wc 
depend upon) we may fay, that, for a time^ << the 
^ feed reigned over all." Victors and vifited esyeri* 
enced it to be ^ feafon of uncommon contritioo^ a^id 
during the e^tenfion of the holy Wing, our ^rits 
feemed gathered into perfe^ unity} fo efficacious is 
divine life and love I 
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It appears that two years ago, there were about 
twenty in Pyrmont, vrh6 being uneaiy with the dead 
formsdity of many profefibrs, met together in their 
own houfes, fomettmes reading, iinging, or praying, 
as they apprehended moft right. They underwent 
conilderable perfecution on this account from the 
avaricioiis priefts, wiio perftiaded people not to 
do bttfijieft with them; and being generally low 
in the world, they AiiFered in this refpoft; but 
they were not hindered thereby from meeting to- 
gether: yet their reft, not being a pure one, was 
broken up; fome of them finding their reformat 
tion from what they (aw to be wrong, was very fmall) 
concluded there was fomething more fubflantial than 
yriaX they had yet experienced ; and this being fug- 
g^ed to the reft, occafioned a dtvifion amoi^ 
them* A few returned to the profeffion they had 
left, and the others ceafed to meet tc^ether $ yet it 
is wonderful to fee the brotherly kindnefs which dif- 
tingttiibes them froDa others. They call themfdves 
friends, and with much propriety, to each other. We 
fpent about two weeks id Pyrmont, with &tisfaAion 
of mind. As to our manaer of living } for three 
rooms, three beds, fire, candles, and the ufe of the 
kitchen, we paid 15s. per week, found our own pro* 
vifions, cooked them ourfelves, widi the affiftance of 
a girl, and an elderly man, one of the friends who 
fpoke Englifh pretty weU. He marketed for us, in- 
terpreted on more important occafions, and ferved 
us with great folidity and cheerfidnefs. In many 
refpeds, we felt as if we were at home, though 
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amoiigft a people^ few of nrfioin knew what we (aid; 
but they told us by figns, diat they felt that which 
was better than words, and which required none to 
fet it forth : Oh! diat we may be preferved in, and 
feel more and more bound to, our own line and 
meafure of duty ; that as the work is. the Lord% the 
management of it may alfo be in his wifdom, and . 
tend to his glory ; and then no matter how low and 
abafed the creature becomes. 

During our ftay at Pyrmont, we had many meet-* 
ings, 6>me of which were uncommonly contriting 
opportunities, wherein the doubts of thefe people 
feemed to fubfide, and the virtue of truth to fweetefi 
and refrefh their weary fpirits.* In many reipe£b 
they are weak, and yet fo fincerely defirous to obtaiil 
*• the one thing needful," that we entertain a hope^ 
that fome of them will encreafe in fteadfaftnels toi 
what they know to be right. 

Our minds are often involved in difcouragement 
and confliS : the weaknefs of our frames, and per- 
haps the proved of the uniinifhed part of the work j 
may be the occaiioo. of thefe. But let us remember, • 
diat till they are overcome by the. power of viSoriour 
faith, it is our feed time rather than harveft, and 
therefore we are called upon, by merciful and heart- 
folacing intimations, tp fow in hope. Whether any 
apparent fruits ever ^ppezt from this journey, we feem- 

* At on6 meeting wc had the compaoy of four men^ 
who walked the day before near twenty milee, to fit 
with us ; and thart of another man^ who came abou^fortyt 
alio cm foot,- . - 
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QOmfoftably iktisfied atttmes^ tbat it wiH not beloft 
iti the unlimited fomily of the one univerlkl PaKnt ; 
apd if we are but fevoured to keep the ward of 
his patience, fo as to hold out to the end, and 
return without condemnation^ it will not be loft 
to us^ 

We fet ofF from Pyrmont f^r Rintela upon a dif-* 
ferent plan from that on which we bad travelled bep- 
fore ; for having a man to do little fervices for us 
when there^ who. is one of their friends, and ipeaks 
Englifh well, we faw an extraordinary convenieiKC 
would attend our taking him with us ; and therefore 
have taken a light waggon, and a pair of horfes, 
which (aves us impoiition and trouble in procuring 
carriages, &c. Our man conducts himfelf with great 
propriety and fimplicity, as our friend, guide, inter- 
preter, and fervant; being chai^ioteer, and doing z 
great deal fox us befidcs. 

We (pent a week at Rinteln, and. had feyeiial mjeet- 
ings amongft the people, befides private religious op^ 
portunities in feyeml of their ^mfiilies, and left fome 
of pur books for a univerfi^ in that town. In our 
way here, we came through a (kirt of Hanover, wJiere 
we beheld, in the improvements of th^ Qouptry, ancl 
the appearance of the people, a cheering refbmblance 
of England. About Rinteln, there are near twenty 
of thofe who call themfelves friends, and fome of them 
we believe to be lively fpirited people, and confiderably 
experienced in the inward work of religion; of whom 
we have a comfortable' hope, whether they are cvet 
known to our gathered, yiiible churchy or not*. 
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Wc arc in this country under a frequent fenfc of 
iaward poverty, and with many confirmations that, 
of ourfelves, we can do nothing ; yet trufting that 
beft wifdom has turned us into this little field of 
labour, we dare not,' wiA our prefent feelings, defert 
it ; but we go on from fpot to fpot, as we apprdhend 
is moft in the line of our duty. 

From Rinteln we proceeded to Mindep, where we 
found a Httle company of fincere hearted, and exerc^ifed ' 
Chriftian travellers, who appeared glad of our vifit, 
and exprefled a belief that it was in divine appoint- 
ment for their good. They feemed more defirous 
for a right opening to fit down together in Alent 
waiting, than to enter into converfation about what 
they had already experienced, Wc had fevend folid, 
and I hope edifying, meetings among them, to which' 
feveral came from die country many miles on footy t 
which demonftrated their eameftnefs to be helped 
cm in the right way; amongft thefe was a blind 
Woman, ik^o gets her Irving by fpinning, and who 
walked feventeen miles to meet us. She is an ex- 
ample of Chriftian fortitude, and true nobility ; for, 
on our afking her if fhe was not under difficukies in 
procuring herfelf a living, Ihe gratefully anfwered, 
that her friends fomctimcs helped her, that fte knew 
flic was poor, but when ihc refleded upon her fiip* 
phes, and the query revived in her mind, ^ if flie 
•• lacked any thing," the acknowledgment always 
fuccecded, « Nothing, Lord.** She told us, with 
great humsHty and tendemefs, that her knowledge of 
Ihe truth was not obtained by books or outward 
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pneanSf but by tbt operation of the 4ivine priocipk 
in her ourp heart. I hope we have been preferved, 
thus far, from drawing the inward attention of thofii 
whom we have viftted^ to ourfelvea, or attaching theni 
i/i the affe^onate part to any reprerentaticHi of good. 
The fecret, fympathetick exercife which we have hl% 
pn their aacount, and in company with them, hach^ 
I do believe^ brought as all, at timea, to the renewed 
difcovery of the everlafting foundations and we 
have a hope that iomc of theft will acceptably build 
thereon. 

• At Minden we met with great civility, and ten- 
4emefs of fpirit, from a counfellor and diredpr of 
that place $ but the crofs is a mighty ftumbling-blocki 
he oft^n makes me think of Nieodemus, When wo 
left the town, he kin^y went before us to an inn 
on the road, where he had provided coflFee^ and con* 
yened feveral of die friends to take their laft leave; 
a parting which I hope was attended with true fo- 
lemnity, as well as hrokcnnefd of %irit* With tears, 
he exprefled his defire, that He who iaid he would 
be with his dilciples to the end of the world, would 
go with us, and bleis his own work. 

Next day we travelkd towards Buei^ and dined 
fiireetly in a field, on provifion which we took with 
us, whtlft our horfes were eating corn. We then 
turned a litde out of the road, to vifit a man and his 
wife, whom the Plrieft is perfecuttng for abfenting 
tbemielves fifom his place of worikip* He has got 
the Magiftrate to fine them near twenty ihillings, 
(which ia a great dieal for tbem) and they refufin^ 
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to pay it, from an appidienfioa of duty, have fuficred 
diftrds of their goods, with Chriftian fimplicity and 
firmneb. After fpending near two hours with them 
(I hope to oar and their edification) we came on to 
Boer. In the neighbourhood of this town live a 
iitde company of Zion's travellers, with whom we 
bad a meeting; and our gracious Helper being near, 
)>y his good ^rit, rendered it an humbling and re- 
irefliing opportunity. 

We have many encampments, and when we (hat! 
get through this wildernefs, is very uncertain ; for 
my parti I fee no way yet; This blindnefs is, pro- 
bably, to try my patience, of which I feem,'at times, 
to have a reducing ftock ; but am fecredy fupported, 
in knowing Ijiim in whom I have, through holy help, 
believed. We have great catife to be humbly thank- 
ful for that portion of fore dire6Uon and ability, 
which, for our inftrudlon as well as comfort, hath 
been revealed in the midft of our weaknefs, and be- 
come as a table in the wildernefs, furniQied with food 
wifely adapted to the neceffities of weary and hungry 
travellers. It feems very fingular, when I recoiled^ 
myfelf, that we are keeping houfe in Pruffia, and 
confiderably united to fome of its inhabitants, who 
were lately entire ftrangers ; and« in degree, feel as 
if we were at home, though fo far from that which 
is called home. It is a little like being in a new 
world, yet fo near the old one, as to be diftinguifhed 
for fimilar evils, and that fafhion which pafleth away, 
l^hen truth, which is ftrongeft of all, takes its pof-^ 
fcifioDs, It is very pleafant in tbtofe journeys ter 
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feel this fentiment lively upon our fpirits, ^^ the earth 
is the Lord's/' &c. 

We went from Buer to Ofnabruck the 26th of tht 
.8th month) where we fpent feveral days under con- 
.iidcnd>le exercife of mind; and not finding diat oitr 
vifit was likely to be attended with any afe, and beidjg 
alfo &tigued various ways, we were fo difcouraged, 
that we were about concluding to leave the town next 
day, though we thought the way to it had opened as 
clearly as to moft places we had been at; but oxx 
feeling further about it, we thought it fafefl to try a 
little longer, and not move in the dark. Our fituation 
•was unfavourable, being at a Roman Catholick Ina 
where the Proteftants are afndd to come, and our 
friend and interpreter having no acquaintance in the 
place. Thus we continued till 7th day evening, withl 
out any thing fatisfaftory occurring, except giving a 
few fummaries * to fome (hopkeepers on whom we 
had called, and having the company of a yoimg wo-^ 
man who had enquired concerning us, and difcovered 
a ferious deitre to be with us, and to have fome of 
our books: fhe appeared to us to be poflefled of 
much fweetnefs, and valuable fenfibility. On fe* 
venth day evening, our men called upon the mer- 
chant, on whom they had a letter of credit, who 
^eaks Engliih well, behaved with great kindnefs, and 
foon apprehending their errand, (having fome know-« 
ledge of the fociety in England) went with them t9 

* Thefe were books coHtaioing a fvminary accoont pf 
oar principles, 
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an overfeer of part of his bufinefs, who Was a ifett* 

gious man, and difcontented with tht ceremoniottg 

part of the world's vroffhip. They found this perfon 

a little fhy at firft, but he foon opened to them wfft 

iimplicity, and difcovered himfelf to be a man who 

was awakened to a profitable fenfe of his own ftate^ 

and to a fincere deflre to be led by Diviiie coun** 

fel, to greater acceptance than the ibadows of things 

could yield him. He came with them to the inh, 

and we fpent the evening agreeably together. He 

told, us of a few more in the town, of his fenthnents^ 

who met together every firft day evening, to read^ 

&c. and oa being aiked, if they would be willing to 

fit with us after our manner, he exprcfled his 01^ 

inclination fo to do; and after enquiring of others^ 

told us next morning, that it was agreeablie to them 

all. In the morning, we were furprized and com* 

forted with the fight of a very foiid, feeling young 

woman from Buer, in the capacity of a fervant, who 

had wal^iced fifteen miles to meet us, in confequenca 

of a fecret draft in her own mind, without having • 

any reafon to expe£^, from what had pafTed, that V9t 

fhould be at Ofnabruck fo long. After getting her 

fome refrefhment, we fix fat down together, and had 

a flrengthening opportunity, wherein dear George 

DiilwyA miniftered to us. At four in the after-^ 

noon, we had a meeting with about eight more, 

amongft whom was an officer, who behaved folidly. 

It was a time of favour, and I believe deep inftruc- 

lion to fome there, who had not before feen the ne^ 

ceffity of ceafing from their own works> and depend* 
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iiig only upon the renewatl of dirme life io the (boi, 
for qvali&catioiis righdy to wodhip. After meet- 
ings we paid a viiit to one of their friends who vra» 
ficky with whom we were led into fympathjr and 
iilence, and to whom we imparted fudi cottnfid m 
truth unfolded at that time. Thefe were relieving 
circumftances to us> and fet us at liierty, comfortably 
to depart on fecond day momiiig for Hertfoid 0r 
Herwerden. 

We therefore kt off with the proTpefil of a pretty 
eafy day's journey> but found the road very rougl^ 
and in many places dangerous^ and more of it than 
we expeded} fo that we were grievoufly jetted, and 
out till near ten at night, very contrary to» oor k^ 
dioation; for we tried much to get lodgings in a 
town a few miles off, but the people would not take 
us in. We appear very ftrai^e to many here^ but 
fo different to a few who are acquainted with the 
truths that tjbe diftin&ion of countries feems almeft 
loft) and proves the cementing virtue of reli^on^ 
At Hertford we were vifited by two religtous men, 
who come under the defcription of thofo called 
friends in thefe parts} and they were encouraged to 
£uthfulneis« Our men alfo vifited a hwryer, who 
being difcontented with the ufiial ceremonies of te^ 
ligion, &c. keeps much to himfelf. Next momingy 
as we were at breakfaft, purpofing to depart, (kesc 
came two men from different parts, who had walked 
many miles through the rain to meet us. One of 
thefe men, fome time ago» refufed to be marmd faf 
the Prieft, ia whiob, ami in ^er thiufs, he bage a 
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Heady teftimony, under periecution, agaunft an hire 
ling miniftry. . The opennefs, kindnefs, and fdidity 
of his maimers, and countenance, were pleaianC to 
us ; and being evidently acquainted with filent wait- 
ing> we had a folemn inftrudive opportunity to- 
gether. 

From Hertford we proceeded to Bilefeld, a towii 
where, and in its neighbourhood, there are many 
reh'gious people, and particularly agreeable as to the 
outward ; but it was a vifit attended with as deep 
baptifin^ and continual travail of fpirit, as we hav^ 
experienced in any place that we have been in; 
which, with the providential openings, and ftrength 
to vifit the precious ieed in the needful time, tended 
to convince us, that we were in this Way of our duty; 
a moft cheering evidence, in this dreary wildernefs, 
and a full reward for all our little toils. 

At Bilefeld there are fome who live feparate from 
all publick profeffion, who under aui apprehenfion of 
beinjg turned out of the way, were afraid, for a 
while, to give uS any of their company : but being 
alio afraid to let the opportunity flip, we were invited 
to one of their houfes, to confer with feveral of 
them on fuch fubje£te as might occur, in order to 
l^ow a little of each other. Both fides were fome- 
what furprized to find fo much fimilarity offend- 
tnent, refpeSing the ground and teftimonies of truth. 
They told us, that if there were a people there, who 
<:eafed from all forms or adivity of their own, and 
ht down in fimple dependance upon the operation 
of the heavenly gift, they would embrace tfaem with 
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Wodierly affedion, and rgoice to unite with them 
iierein; but they were loath to believe, that they 
two or three might be required to bear fuch a pub- 
lick teftimony; nor were they willing to unite with 
us in fo doing, for fear of the people v^ofe eyes are 
much upon them* They are people of confiderable 
account, and are very fearful of drawing the lower 
dais of their neighbours to themfelves; and being of 
Nicodemus's clafs, like better to obtain and enjoy, 
their religious knowledge in private^ We bad, 
neverthelefs, feveral opportunities of fdUd conference 
together, which were attended with great unanimity 
and cordiality; the laft of which was particularly 
owned with the circulation of divine virtue, and 
with ftrength fully to relieve our minds towards 
them. 

We were very kindly invited to the houfe of a 
merchant^ who appears to be a very fincere man. 
We paid him and his daughter a morning vifit; 
but they were not content with that, and therefore 
preiTed us to fpend firft day evening with them. 
In the morning of that day, we fat together in the 
inn, where we had ^e company of an honeft man^ 
who came on foot Hxteen miles to be at meeting 
with us, and alfo of four others, of the town. In 
the afternoon, as J. B^ was taking a folitary walk, 
he was met by a ferious man, who defired his com*, 
pany to a houfe a little way out of the town -, he 
complied with his invitation, and when they got 
there, they found fourteen people met together, for; 
tb/^fiifj^ of ^eligipus improvement, who foon Qiad{i 

Q. 
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tkeir requeft that we woald all go and fit with fhem« 
I was l»d down, in a tried fituation of mind, when 
J. B. brought the invitationf which had in it fo much 
of the right fiivour, that we embraced it, and imme« 
diatdy let off, having above an Englifli mile to walk. 
By the time we got there, they were about twenty in 
mimber. We foon fetded down into a filence truly 
felemn, which iaited a confiderahfe time without 
interruption of any kind i and when the channel of 
inftrumental miniftiy opened, the precious Kfe mer« 
Cifiilly continued, and our parting was under its 
tendering impreffions. This circumftance, of drop- 
^ng in with a people of whom we had had no in« 
taUigence, and with whom we contnded no further 
acquaintance, with die fenfiUe feeling of divine 
care over thofe who are as fheep having no (bepherd, 
affords altogether a fweet and pleafiuit refledion^ 
accompanied by this encouraging truth, that ^ die 
* Lord can nudce a way, where there feems to be no 
^ way I*' O that He m^y gracioufly condnue thus 
10 favour us I 

After this opportunity, we went to the afore- 
mentioned merchant's, and were treated with genuine 
kofpitality* After fupper, diere came in eight or ten 
'perfons with the expedation of a meeting, in which 
diey were not diiappointed ; and I hope it was edify- 
ing to them, George DiHwyn having fuitablc and 
lively matter to communicate* We had aHb a rdi« 
gious fitting with a fiunily from ElberiUt, a lively 
l|iirited oouplc, and anodier perfon widi them. Aftor 
pending five days here, and bearing the cioft as 
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l^tbfiilly) perhaps, as in fome places where a more 
open door was miniftered^ we departed in much 
peace^ and under the belief, thatt the power of truth 
is making its own way in that ileighboai'hood. In 
our way from Biiefeld^ m^ fto|>pcd at a large village 
cifdled Gttterfloh, where there are many well-dif* 
poied people. We ftaid'one day there, and fat ilrith 
a few people who met us at one of their houfes ; 
after whidi^ and diftributing a few books to others in 
the t6wn^ we went forward to Munfter • 

We are often very weary, and the accommodations 
we meet with but indifferent, compared with thofe of 
England : the roads are alfo bad where we have already 
been, wliich, with the conftru£lion of the carriages, 
occafion us fometimes to be grievoufly jolted $ slnd 
yet we have no caufe to complain, having our con- 
folations as well as toils ; as it feldom happens that 
Zion's travellers are qualified to falute each other, 
even in a thorny difficult way, but the immor^ 
birth, in fome degree, leaps for joy* This expe- 
rience^ with the belief that the Lord is at work in 
the kingdoms of men, and even gracioufly rewarding 
fuch feeble endeavours as odrs, with the morfbl of 
the bread that the woHd knbivs not of, renders any 
/little fervite^ of ours as obje£b unworthy the notice 
of ourfelves, or our friends. 

From Munfter wfe went to Crevfelt. We found 
our difcoiiragements on entering it, being refufed 
admiffion at one inn we went to, and at the next^ 
we had fuch a crowd gathered about us, with fuch 
flioutings and rudcnefs, as greatly frighted our hories» 

a* 
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after we were out of the carriage, and our driver 
had alighted, fo that they ran away, and he foUow** 
ing, and taking hold of a chain behind, was thrown 
down, and his head, to appearance, much hurtagsunft 
the wheel. Some of our feelings were low enough 
on this occafion. But dirough the continued kind'^ 
nefs of providence, our man foon recovered, beii^ 
able to move about next day ; and the people of the 
faoufe conceived fuch an affectionate reiped for us, 
and treated us with fuch true civility, as made our 
fituation fo far comfortable. We alfo gradually made 
fo much acquaintance, as afforded a degree of hope 
that our going to Crevelt was right, and that our 
fecret and known exercifes there, will not be in vain* 
About the time of our concluding to come away, 
our company began to be more fought $ which 
opened the way for the difpo(al of fome of our books, 
and I feel a fecret hope that they will be bleffed to 
fome there. We came to Duffeldorf where we ftaid 
one day, and had the enjoyment of M« Wetterboar's 
company. He feems aged, but is alive in the truth. 

We proceeded to Mulheim, where we arrived the 
13d of the 9th month. It is a town about two 
miles from Cologne, like a Goihen on the confines 
of Egypt, where many awakened, and fome truly 
religious people refide. We conunenced an ac^ 
quaintance with a few, who have got a clear in- 
fight, from the work of truth in themfelves, into 
the gofpel difpenfation, and the f{rirituality of the 
Chtiftian religion; concerning thefe we have en* 
couraging profpeSs> yet not without a mixture. 
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knowing fomething of Satan's devices. They receive4 
us in the name of difciples. We had divers religious 
opportunities with them, and parted under the pre-* 
cious fenfe of divine love and life. At Elberfeldt we 
paid a vifit to a merchant's wife, a woman of amiable 
cbanu^er, who through religious concern, h^s got 
into a deipairing condition. It was attended with 
great fiitisia£tion to ourfelves, from the fweetnefs 
wJiich attended our own minds in her company, and 
in that of her hufband's, who feems bending under 
the afflidion, and likely to profit by it. She often 
exprefied an earneft wifh, that fhe had feen us at a 
time when fuch a vifit might have been bleiTed to 
ber; but iaid, that now i( was too late for any thing 
ibat was good to be offered to her. This Was, how-* 
ever, very far from our fenfe. 

Nowi through the renewal of unutterably mercjr, 
and never failing help, my foul acknowledges a re- 
lief and anfwer of peace (as far as relates to this 
fervice) which I am fure my little endeavours, and 
compelled dedication are unworthy of. We have 
had many difcourag^ments fince we came to the con* 
tincnt, and many baptifms into death : we have alfo 
partaken largely of providential care, and been la« 
voured, from time to time, when refignation was 
attained to, with that diredion whofe effe£ls have 
often proved its reditude, andftrengthenedour&ith^ 
and my foul, at times, has been pi|t into the capacity 
of l]dng down as beilde the flill waters^ Some of 
the lafl openings, or fenfe of duty, have been the moil 
trying and ii; the crofs } but being yielded to, an4 
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the work performed, a comfortable retreat hath been 
clearly and fweetly founded from this large field of 
arduous labour; and at a time> when an openne(s 
amongft the people M^as manifeftly encreafing. This 
I efteem an inexpreflible favour> and fuch a one 
as they only can be fenfible of, who have gone under 
the weight of fimilar mountains^ and been involved 
in the fear of being mifled. 

At Mulheim, fhe drew up a letter to Leopold 
the Second, King of Hungary, &c. fmce Emperor 
of Germany, in which her companions united. For 
fome time before her arrival at this place, her mind 
had been very weightily exercifed with the important 
fubjeds expreflfed in this letter ; infomuch that, at 
one period, fhe was under an apprehenfion that it 
would be required of her to go in perfon, and relieve 
her mind to the King. But from this very trying 
fervice, fhe felt herfelf comfortably releafed, and the 
mode of addrefling him by letter, was fatisfadorily 
fubftituted. The addrefs was incrufted to the care 
of a reputable merchant of Cologne, who engaged 
to forward it without delay. The following is s| 
copy of it« 

To Lbopold the Second, King of Hungary^ 
Bohemia, &c. &c. 

Amongft the numerous congratulations awaiting 
thy acceffion to the imperial crown, accept, O 
King ! our Chriftian good wi(hes and folicitude for 
thy prefent and eternal well-being. We are con- 
fcious that we have no claim to ^he liberty of ad-* 
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dreffing thee, but from a belief that die Lord Al- 
nughty, who rnleth in the kingdoms of men, and 
giveth them to whomfeever he will, hath inclined 
us to leave our habiutioos to vifit fome* parts of 
this country , and now engages us, in go^ love, to 
cxprefs our fecret and united prayer, that thou majft 
be an inftrument in his holy hand, for the advance- 
neot of that glorious day, fpoken of by the pro- 
phet, ^< when fwoids tbail be beaten into plough 
fluu-es, and ipears into pruning kooJcs, when nation 
ihall not lift up fword againft nation, neither ftaO 
they learn war any more/' 

The great deiign of our uxirerfid Parent, in fendU 
ii^ his beloved Son a Ugfat into the world, ts for 
Us own glory in the falvation of siaaidodi and fer 
dus gracious end, he hath given to all men a mea^ 
iitre of his own eternal ^rit. To co-operate with 
Him herein, digues hoonn nature, and is paiticu* 
lady deCcrving the asoft fimipulous attention of 
princes. The finaDeft xwefartion of (Us heaveidy 
gift in the believing fiml, having a degree of omni#- 
potence in it, brings into fubjedion the natucal wiH 
and wifdom of man, *and difcovers to us the noble 
pnrpofes of our creation; it difiufes that true bene- 
volence which charaAeriKS genuine Chriftianity, 
and renders dear to a prince, the happinefs of all, 
even die meaneft cf his fulbjefls; imprinting upon 
his mind the fuperior value of an immortal foul, to 
all worldly acquifitions. Through tihe negled of a 
principle fo pure and important, how hath the ra- 
tional part of God's creation been facrificed to the 
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irregular paffions of fovereigns; and many unpre-« 
pared fouls precipitated into an awful futurity ! That 
the gofpel difpenfation is intended to remedy diefe 
evils, and promote the government of the Prince of 
Peace ; that the Gentiles are to come to its light,^ 
and kings to the brightnefs of its arifing, are truths 
to which the (acred records abundantly teftify. 

May this be thy happy experience, O king ! that 
fo the power thou art providentially intrufted with, 
being fubfervient to divine wifdom, thy example may 
influence the minds of other princes, who alfo be- 
holding its excellency, may unite in encouraging 
their fubje6b to decline, in mutual charity and for- 
bearance, whatever is contrary to the purity and 
limplicity of the religion of Jefus. And mayft thou 
be enriched with all fpiritual bleffings; that thefe 
added to thy temporal ones, may not only perfeft 
thy happinefi, but perpetuate it beyond the narrow 
limits of time, and qualify thee, acceptably, to cafl 
down thy crown at the feet of Him who is King of 
kings, and Lord of lords^ who lives and reigns for 
i^ver and ever. 
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A fliort time before her return home, on a review 
of fome piirts of this journey, (he wrote as follows : 

In many places, we found a people who were clif« 
pontented and weary with the mere profeffion of 
Chriftianity, and the deadnefs of thofe forms an4 
ceremonies with which it is encumbered ; and who 
were convinced of the fufijciency of the heavenly 
principle. Thefe,, having been mercifully vifited 
with a lively fenfe of the fpirituality of true religion9 
received us in the name of difciples, ^nd rejoiced in 
being dire&ed to the Chriftian's reft. This tnia 
(abbath, was, however^ imperfedly underftood by 
many of them, for want of cealing, vyhen they mef 
together in little companies, from all af^vity of their 
pwn, and depending fingly pn the quickening vir- 
tue of truth, to qualify thmn for, and lead them in-r 
tOj fuch fervices as ^c moft acceptable, and moil 
coniiftent with the duty of true, fpiritual believers^ 
jSome of thefe people appeared to be fo near thi« 
great point, as foon to difcover and acknowledge 
it; but their increaiing teftimpny thereto, will, if 
rightly borne, prove the clofeft tria} which they 
have yet met with. We are indeed convinced, be-i 
yond all ihadow of doubt, that there is a c|ioi(:e h^ri^r 
tage in Germany, and in other parts of tbQ Conti« 
nent, who are gradually iretiring to thp true fheep- 
ibld; but, at prefent, they are, like the difciples, 
fecreted in an inner chamber for fear of the Jew8« 
Our viilt to this people, though attended with a 
degree of fufiering, hath been produdive of fo]itl 
peace. 
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Her mind being thus comfortably releafed from 
this fieU of labour, (he proceeded from Mulbetm to 
Cieves, And from thence, through Flanders, to Dan- 
kirk) and airived at London the 27th of loth mondi^ 
1 790 s ud feeling a defire to vifit her relations at 
York, Sec. before her return home, (he went pretty 
iirtedj for that city ; wh«-e Ihe ftaid a few days, 
^ery much to the comfort and fatisfedion of her 
rriadves and friends there. At this time, (he la- 
boured under evident indifpoffition of body $ but tho 
AreetAefs of her fpirit, and the cheering effeds of 
meeting again ber beloved conne£Koas, with the 
pfofpeft of fooci returning to thofe at Clonmei, 
fcpported her in a great meafere above it, and 
encoaraged her to fet forward and proceed towards 
home } which ihe did by way of Acfc worth, Sheffield^ 
Manchefter, &c. At thefe places, (he was again 
refreAed by the company of divers near and dear 
friends : ft appeared, indeed, by thus encompaffing, 
in this fliort vifit, fo many of her beloved connexions) 
tiiat^ as the time of her fejouming here was foon to 
dofe, flie was enabled aad permitted t)0 wind np 
the labours of her day, with the mutujd oonfolation 
of feeing again many of thofe with whom (he mm 
cMcdy united, and bidding them a final fereweli in 
mutability. At Ackworth, &c fpent the night wtdi 
a near and bdoved relative, to whom, in much 
brokennefe of Spirit, (he thus expre(red kerfelf : Ok! 
my dear, I think fometimes that I (ball foon bd 
gone I it feeas, as if my day's work was nearly 
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d^c^ and ou looking towards honu^ as if I might 
not be long th^re," 

She reached Dublin in time for the half year's 
meetings ao^d, in the fele<% m^eteng tber^ g^ve aa . 
amount of her late journe](> with great mceko^efe and 
humility of fpirit ; afcribing nothing to the creature^ 
but rendering to the Lord tbs praife of Hi| own 
works. Fron hence, flie proceeded direAly foe 
CloI^nel, C'^aving accoujnt of tbfi (msil pox hwg, in 
ibe fao^ly) where ihe wa$ favoiyred to arrire the lach 
of the iith months much relieved fifom a ievere 
cough whjcb had lately attended hec> though grefitljr 
exhaufted ijci her ftrength and fpirits^ 

On her way from DubUn, fhe wrote thus to a 
fijend: 

^ To be ftrengthened rightly to fill up. cue ap^ 
pointed meaiuce of fufferings for the body's fake^ 
whether at home or abroad^ is a mark of divine 
£iyour, and wiU be fucceeded by undefiled rejft.— « 
I am novi; returning home> under a grateful ienfo 
of ProvidentiaL c;are> and in. peaceful poverty oS 
fpirit." 

The following i& extra£fasd fromi a letter whioh fhat 
wrote at Clonmel, a few days aftec her return : 

*^ I can now. once more ialute you from^homei ii» 
renewed and. endeared affe^ion, and gratefully ac-* 
knowledge the ;multipliedi prefer vations of our never--, 
failing. Helper^ in thus far bringing through a variety 
of exercifes, from which the natural mind cannot 
relieve itfdf. I refle£l> with folid iatis£»£Uont upou 
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my yifit to York, &c. and am glad I paid it, though 
I feel myfelf a poor worn out creature.** 

The 24th of the nth month ihe fet oiF from 
Clonmel to attend their quarterly meeting at Cork 3 
previous to which ihe wrote the following letter to a 
friend: 

** My prefent afflidion hath gained gfeat afcen- 
dency over my mind, fo that I feem faft lofing my 
hold and fenfe of Him that is invifible ; and remem« 
bering fome pafl exercife, when I was in danger of 
lofing the beft life, I am ready to fay, with mournful 
Jeremiah, " Caufe me not to return to Jonathan's 
'' houfe, left I die there/' I know that nothing 
hath yet occurred, which needs to fcatter a well 
regulated mind from the fource of good s but I auv 
left to fuch a fenfe of my own wretcHednefs, that 
€ven the grafshopper, or things comparable to it, are 
become a burden. To attend a quarterly meeting 
under fuch impreffions, is a profped which I neecl not 
defcribe ; but I fear to make a prey of thy fympa- 
thetick miad. May I be preferved from a murmuring 
difpofition, by which the Holy Spirit is grieved I ^ 

At the quarterly meeting, ihe delivered an humble 
account of her late mii&on, appeared in divers 
acceptable teftimonies, and at the clofe of the meet^ 
jng was taken ill. This laft confliA of nature^ 
which was at times very fevere, continued about ten 
days, when it pleafed infinite wifdom to remove her 
from the toils and troubles of mortality, to a manfion 
of everlafting reft, on the 8th of the 12th months 
1790 s and on the lath^ l|er remains were attended 
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to tke burying'ground, by many friends. It was a 
folemn, memorable time; and living teftimoniei 
were there borne to the fufficicncy of that power^ 
(which had fo eminently qualified her for his fer^ 
vice,} to raife up and abSitate others to follow her 
footfteps. 

During her illnefs, which was at the houfe of her 
beloved friends Samuel and Sarah Neale, (he dropped 
a kw expreffionS) worthy of prefervation, which have 
been colleded^ and are as follow : In a meffiige to a 
young woman, who prefided in the fchool at Clon-* 
mel, ihe faid ; ^^ Salute her very affedionately. I 
<< defire the fympathy of her fpirit, and that ihe may 
« be endued with additional qualifications to bear her 
<^ own, and our joint trials, under thefe complicated 
*< circumftances. Tell her, I have been much 
^ favoured with quietneis of mind from the firft, 
<c though a ftranger to how the prefent affiidions or 
<< trials may terminate; but the grain of feith and 
*< hope which is mercifijlly vouchiafed, I efteem pre^ 
^ ferable to all knowledge." She further faid i 
<^ give my dear love to all our young women; I 
^< hope that each will be preferved in their refpec- 
^^ tive lines of duty. I know their tendemefs for 
** me, but would be forry they (hould let down their 
^ fpirits too low; for I believe that truth would 
^ rather increafe^ than leflen our ftrengtfa, at fuch 
^< times as thefe. The children are all affeAionately 
<* remembered by me: I hope they will each en*- 
^ deavour to lighten the general burden, by then* 
*^ fobriety, and doing that which they know to be 
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«< right. I am trying to get tny mind to a fettJe^ 
*< ment, that aU thh^ work together fbr good) 
«< inct it 16 hand to get at it/' She feverd thnea 
rrid : ** I TOoft go. You muft ht me go.*' And 
nearly the laft words Are fpoke were^ (repeathig 
that paflage of fcripture) ^* my peace I gite unttf 
^ you." 

Four daya befivre her deceafe» ihe diOrted the foU 
lowii^ weighty, inftruAive tetter^ to her partiaifatr 
friend Richard Shacldeton^ 

^ Thy faltttation met me^ though apparently out 
^ of coarfe, in the right time; being under im-* 
^ preffionS) which make time and circsmflances of 
^ tittle account, compared with the unlimited con*" 
<« foktions of the Spirit, or a preparation to receive 
^ them at the Divine Hand. My foul, though en^ 
^< compafled with the mornfoM infirmities of a very 
^< afflided tabernacle, can feelingly worfliip, and re- 
^ joice in nothing more than this, that die Lamb 
<^ immaculate is ftill redeeming, by his precious 
*^ bhKMl, out of every nation, kindred, tongue, and 
^ people; and making a glorious addition to the 
*^ church triumphant, wfaofe names will ftand eter- 
«< nally recorded in the book of life. I exprefs not 
«* thefe things from a redundancy of heavenly vir- 
<< tue, but from the foul fuftaining evidence, that, 
^ amidft all our weakneft and conoids of fle(h or 
^ fpirit, an intereft is mercifully granted in Hiitt, 
^ who giveth vidory over deathj heU> and the 
«• grave*** 
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Thus hath the fetting fun of this humble follower 
of the Lamb, gone down in brightne^} and though 
flie hath been called awaj is in younger life, (being 
only in the 35th year of her age) yet her da]r's 
work appears to have been complete, and, with 
refpeft to herfelf, every meafure wordi living fe^^ 
filled up. ^ Honourable age it not that which 
ifauidetfa in length of time, or that which is mea- 
fured by number of years $ but wildoin is the 
grey hair to man, and an unfpotted life is old age."* 
May we who remain behind, whilft we deplore the 
church's lo(s in the removal of fo ufeful and dig* 
iiified a fervant, be encouraged to imitate her ex- 
ample, and to fiirrender oClrfelves in faithfulneft and 
dedication to all the Lord's requirings : that lo, 
iriien the refidue of our days is accorapliihed, we 
alfo may be favoured to receive that blefied declara« 
tion I ^ well done, good and futhfiil fervant, en« 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord, and into thy 
mafter's reft." 
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A Teftimony from our Monthly Mating fbr the Gouiiif 
o/Tipperary^ concerning Sarah Grubby decedfedm 

Our minds being deeply affe&ed by the recent 
great lofs which the church hath fuftained, in the 
removal of our beloved friendf Sarah Grubb^ 
daughter of our friends William Tuke and his late 
wife Elizabeth, of York, we feel it incumbent on 
us to give forth a teftimony concerning her ; for as 
the memory of the juft is blefled, fo the remembrance 
of this dignified and eminently ufefiil member in tlie 
church militant, is precious to many ; to whom Ihe 
was a nuriing mother, raifed up, by a thorough fub« 
miffion to the operation of the divine hand, to the 
fiature of an elder in the truth, though as to years^ 
ihe had fcarcely attained the meridian of life. 

She was a woman of extraordinary natural abili->> 
ties, ilrength of judgment, and clearnefs of difcern* 
ment; and being fiivoured with the vifitation of 
heavenly love in the morning of her day, and fub* 
mitting to be brought into that paffive nothingnefs, 
wherein the veiTels in the Lord's houfe are formed 
and fitted for ufefulnefs, (he witnefied . an early 
preparation for fervice, coming forth in publicic 
miniftry about the 23d year of her age. After 
exercifing fomc/years the precious gift committed to 
her, to the confolation of many^ (he joined in mar<^ 
riage with our friend Robert Grubb, and very foon 
after manifefted the fruit of entire dedication, by 
vifiting the meetings of friends in Scotlaodi whert 
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iMr fe^tce was truly acceptable, and continued in 
fach a line of devotednefs, that in the courfe of about 
five yeats fhe vUited moft, or all the meetings in 
Great Britain and Irdand. 

' About three fem lihce, ih)$ I'emoved with her 
kufband to refide within the compafk of this monthly 
meeting ; wherein fhe wais deeply exerclfed in (pirit, 
for the arifing and Q>reading 6f life, and frequently 
tad eameftly engaging in eicciting her brethren ^nd 
lifters to diligent labour after it. In miniftry, ihe 
li^ais foUnd and edifying, not only lik^ the fcribe in- 
ftnided to the kingdoih, bringing forth out of her 
d'eafure things nev^ and old, but qualified by pure 
wiidom, to bring th^m forth in the demonftration of 
the (pirit and with power, ih the authority and be- 
coming gravity of th6 gofpel, being in her delivery 
an example to all concerned In bearing a publiclc 
teftimony for the Lord's caiife. 't^he view of com* 
ihg to fettle in this natioil, was accompanied with a 
fenfe of divine requiring to eftablifh a fcbool, for the 
education of the daughters of friends in ufeful learn- 
ing, fimplicityj and that unaiFeded piety into which 
truth leads its followers ; which {he was enabled to 
accomplifli, we truft, to the lafting advantage of fome 
of the rifing generation. 

Soon after her coming to refide amongft us, ihe, 
in confequence of a concern which had for a con- 
fiderable time refted on her mind, engaged in a re- 
Kgious vifit to Holland, fome parts of Germany) and 
the fouth of France ; in which (he was joined by 
feveral friends, and wherein ihe was eminently gifted 
R 
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for the fervice to which fhe was called ^ her mmi&rff 
private admonitions^ and exemplary deportment 
reaching the wilnefs in many minds; To that her 
fervent labour, and the fweet fiivour of her exercifed 
fpirit, we believe is flill felt^ and will be long pro- 
fitably remembered in thofe parts. After her return, 
(he paid an acceptable villt to feveral parts of thia 
province, and had meetings where none of our 
(bciety dwelt, much tending to ipread the knowledge 
of the truth* 

And laftlyi under the prevalence of go^ love^ 
and earned folicitude that the fliecp not yet of this 
fold might be gathered to the teachings of the great 
Shepherd, fhe again left her own habttatio% and 
engaged, with fome of her former companions, in a 
very arduous and exercifing vifit, to Dunkirk, Hol- 
kuid, and fome of the northern parts of Germany ; 
wherein, we have rcafon to befiev^ £be had eminent 
fervice, to the confirming of many vifited minds in 
the faith, and promoting the blefled caule of truth 
and righteoufhefs ; in which glorious work, her in- 
trepid fpirit fbrunk not from fuffering : the extend- 
ing of the government of her dear Lord and Mafter 
in the hearts of the children of men, and the promo- 
tion and increafe of His fpiritual kingdom over fea 
and land, being nearer to her than her natural life, or 
any other confideration, fhe was brought to a willing' 
neis to be fpent therein^ 

In her return, fhe attended our national meeting,^ 
and in the meeting of minifters and elders, giving an 
account of her late journey, under the influence of 



thai huttiihty whidi wis To confpicudufly the covering 
t>f her* ^irit, (he afcribed dl to Hii^, whom fhe knew 
to ht the Author of every good work, in th6fe expref- 
fion§ i « We have d6ne but little, but the Lord is 
** doiiig miichj*' concluding with, " Return unto 
*« thjr reft, O my foul ! for the Lord hath dealt 
•* bountifully with thee ;" as though prophetick of 
that everlafting reft, into which fhe was To near being 
gathered : for her bodily ftrength being confiderably 
impaired, by almoft conftant exerdfe and fatigue, it 
proved unequal to the force of a diftempet which 
foon after feiled her frame, and, by a rapid progrefs, 
terminated thofe afflidions of which (he had fo large- 
ly filled up her meafure, for the body's (ake, which 
is the churchy 

She attended our quarterly meeting at Cork, re- 
turned a lively account of her journey, and was ac- 
ceptably exercifed in the meetings there; after which, 
(he was confined by (icknefs at the houfe of our dea^ 
friend Samuel Neale, near that city, where, amongft 
other weighty expreffions, (he uttered the follow- 
ing; '< I have been much favoured with quietnefs 
<* of mind from the firft, though a ftranger to how 
<< the prefent afflictions or trials may terminate; 
^ but the grain of faith and hope whieh is mercifully 
*< vouchfafed, I efteem preferable to all knowledge." 
In a letter which (he dictated to a near friend four 
days before her deceafe, (he faid; " My foul, though 
" encompafTed with the manifold infirmities of a very 
^ affliSed tabernacle, can feelingly worfhip and rc- 
** jo ice in nothing more than this, that the Lamb 
R 2 
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^ immaculate is ftill redeeming) by his preetods 
^ blood, out of every nation, kindred, tongue an4 
<^ people; and maJcing a glorious addition to th^ 
<< church triumphant, whofe names inrill ftand eter<* 
^ nally recorded in the book of life. I exprefs not 
^^ thefe things from a redundancy of heavenly vir-? 
^^ tue, but from the fouUfiifiaining evidence, that, 
^ amidft all ouf weaknels and conflicts of flefli and 
*' fpirit, an intereft is mercifully granted in Him, 
*< who giveth victory Over death, hell, and the grave.'* 
Which, with other corroborating circumftanCes, 
clearly evinced where her hope and dependance 
were, and that her refined fpirit was prepared for io 
' glorious manfion, into which we have no doubt it 
was admitted. She departed this life the 8th of I2th 
month, 1790 s and after a folemn meeting being 
previoufly held at the meeting houfe, wherein, and 
at the grav^-yard, feveral living tefiimonies were 
botne, her body was interred in friends burying 
ground, in Cork, the I2th of the fame; aged about 
34 years. 1 

Her converfation was innocently cheerful, whicK 
endeared her to the youth of both fexesy and gave her 
much place and influence with them. To her be-* 
loved hufband, (he was a truly afiedtionate wife ; Ut 
her friends, a near fyiiipathizer in affliction ; and be^ 
jng clothed with that charity which feeketh not her 
own, and breatheth peace and good- will to all, wad 
ready to reach forth the haiid of help; fo that Aq 
whole of^ her conduct was an uniform confiftency 
with her holy profeffion, and the purity of thofe d^« 
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trtnes which the furely believed and was engaged fo 
extenfively to publifli. May ihe^ being dead, y^t 
fpeak with a prevailing language to us all who are 
left behind ; ^ Follow me as I followed Chrifti*' that 
fo we may die the death of the righteous, and our 
latter end be like theirs. 

Given forth at a monthly meeting for the county 
dfTipperary, held at Clonmel by adjournment, the 
13th day of the ad month, i/9i- 

Signed in ^d on behalf thereof, 

3y mfmy Friends. 

The annexed teftimony concerning our beloved 
friend, Sarah Grubb, has been read in our quarterly 
men's and women's meeting for Munfter Province, 
hdd in Cork At aift of the ad month, 1791, with 
which we have near unity. 
Signed on behalf of our men's meedng by 

Richard Abel, Clerk. 
. And onhehalf of pur women% meeting by 

Mahoahet Grubb, Clerk. ^ 

Read, and approved, in our half yearH meeting for 
Irdand, held tn Dublin, from die ift of the 5th 
month, 179!) to the 5th of the fame induiive, and ' 
oa behalf thereof figned by 

John Payis, Qerk to the nteeting this ttmip, 
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A Tiftimony of Tori ^qrtirly Afietmg conarnlng 
Sarah Grubby laU Wif$ of our Fritni Ra^rt 
Grubby ofCtonmely in Jrghnd. 

This our valtuble friend, having been a member 
of this meeting until within the four laft years of 
her life, and the remembrance of her being predoiis 
to many of us, we feal our mind^ engaged to unite in 
2^ ibort teftimony concerning her, with defirts that 
many, froqi \\ex pious and excellent example,, may bo 
ftirred up, according to their different meafiureSi to 
follow her, fis (he followed Clu-ift. 
. She W9S born in the city of York, in the year 
1756, and was 6voured with a giurdad and religi- 
ous educations which, with the divine bleffing upon 
it, preferved her from many dangers and follies to 
which youth are often expoTed, and pM|MU-fid her 
heart for diat open reoqstion of the truth, and en-* 
tiire furrender.to its da&ates, iisrhicfa vemarl^ably dif- • 
tinguiibed her through the more advanced periodi 
of life. But thot^ flie was early under the viHta- 
tions of divine love, yet being of a quick and lively 
difpofitjon, joined to great natural abilities, (he found 
it hard work to fubmit to the lowlinefs and (implici<^ 
ty of the crofs of Chrift 5 and endured many for^ 
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confiids before (he furrendered her will to the go«» 
yemment of the Prince of Peace* 

Whitft under the Lord's preparing hand for the 
work of (he oiiniftry, (he experienced many deep 
bapdfins of fpirit( but He who knew her fincerity, 
and earneft ddires for bis Holy help and diredion) 
gracioufly fuftained her in this proving feafon, and 
in due time brought forth living offerings, to His 
own praife, and (he comfort of many minds. In the 
cxercife of her miniftry, fhe was earefiil not to move 
in her own time and will, nor to exceed her gift^ 
but to be attentive to the arifings and continuance 
of life, with patient relignation wi dedication of 



Her love and gratitude to tiie Father of mercies, 
and her fervent concern for the profperity of his 
oaufe on earthy made her lOiwearied in hor labours 
to promote it, and to be willing to fpend and be 
fpent for his great name's fake* She was an ex* 
amfle of true humility and abaftdnefs of felf, feeling 
that all her fprings were in the Lord, and that 
though the creature may at feafons be honoured, yet 
ereiy good and perfeft gift came fcoxtk above, and 
called for uitfngned acknowledgment. To (he ne- 
ceffity and powerful efllcacy of the pitre principle 
of light and gmce in the foul, (he bore many living 
tefUmonies, and recommendec^ above all things, the 
clofeft attention and obedience to its holy muiifefta* 
tions, as that alone v/indi can preferve from the 
ffota of tbc woridi redeem the mind from its Ipirit 

R4 
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and en|oymeiU% and confer that peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away. 

She b.eheld and mfurned over the breaches and 
wafte pUces of Zion, and we believe laboured ho-» 
neftly, according to the ftrength receivedi for the re* 
pairing thereof, and the reftoration of ancient beauty: 
and fimplicity. Her fiiperior abilities, (^£tified hj 
the humbling pperations of fhe hply fpirit, qualified 
her for extenfiye fervice in the adminiflr&tioiO <^ the 
difcipline of the church; wherein ihc) W9S concerned 
toad, under a d^grqc of that coYeri^g^ which plight' 
to influence every reljgious mpvement. Of a foUd 
and weighty fpirit, (he was engaged tp 4ig 4c^l)r> 
for the hidden treafure, and laboured to dwell. near, 
the fpring of divine life: yet infinite wifdpm iaw 
mcset to fuSer her a^ fea^n^ to experience gr^ajt in«: 
ward poverty: but under thdj^ proving difpenfiitiOns,^ 
llie munnurf^,(fot, beiqg refigned (o the will of her; 
X'Ord and i^after, and made willing << to fdSex with. 
y^ him, that (he might alfo reign with him." -And: 
having partaken of the fufie|:i^gs and confqlations of: 
the gofpel, (he knew ttow to fytfijoiitki^ with the. 
exercifed an(i| mourning fpirit, dealing her bread,, 
when qualified, to the hungry -foul, and pouring in 1 
the wine aqd oil to the help ^M refirefliment of> 
many. > 

And a$ this devoted faithful fervant of the Lord,. 
was thus infirumental in glorifyicig His name amQngd, 
mankind, and promoting the divine government ii\: 
their hearts, fo (he became more and more r^r^ed^ 
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fMul redeemed from all yifible enjoyments; until, in 
iMifearchable wi^om. He who put her forth and went 
l^fore her, wa$ p|eafe4 to << cut fl^ort fhe work in 
fighteoufnefs,'' ^d to remove her, we doubt not, 
from His church militant on earth, tp his church 
friumphan^ in heaven. 

Read, approved, and flgned, iq, by order, and 
pn behalf of our qifarterly meeting held in York, by 
adjournnientS| on die 30th and 31ft of the 3d month 
1791, by 

MoRDBCAi Cassqn, Clerk to the meeting thjs time. 
Elizabeth Tuke, Clerk this tiqe. 



APPENDIX: 

CONTAINING 

AW 

ACCOUNT 

ot 

ACKWORTH SCHOOL, 

OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

CHRISTIAN DISCIPLINE, 

AMP TALUABLB 

EXTRACTS 

VROM MANT OF BKB 

LETTERS. 



'■"• " '■' 



SOMB 



ACCOUNT 



o» 



ACKWORTH SCHOOL, 



ADD&ISSI0 TO A 



FRIENt) IK AMERICA. 



l)ear Friend, 

THE following imperfea account of Ackworib 
fchool is prefented to Aee^ in confidence 
that thou wilt not expofe it^ and jtt with a hope 
that it may prirately aid thy endeavours to eftablifll 
a fchool, for the religious education of youdi, in 
anochelt part of the world $ an engagement worthy 
of thyfelf, but requiring Ibmething better to tender 
it tridy fucceftful. 
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A$ ftligiOtii coftcefns cannot anjr more fhali 
thofe of a ciyil nature^ be rightly carried forward 
without order and methody it becomes a very impor^^ 
tant inquiry^ wUat rules and adjufhnents of tilings 
pertaining thereto^ arp. confiftent with the fpiritu« 
alily of dieir orfgiil } ihi when dfefe are found, they 
call for great care in officers and their fuperinten- 
dents, to keep diem in their proper places, left that 
which- is begun in the fpirit, fhould be fought to be 
made perfe£t in the flefli. 

There iiz morkl rt^taia fiibricated ia htfnan 
Wifd<{m, which is beautifol to the natural eye, 
feizes on the paffions, and draws from a fuperficial 
judgment, an incOiffiderate approbation of what, 
perhaps, when it is fcrutinized into, has fprung from 
a love of popular applaufe, and tends to fettle thofe 
who are Si£tiVe ht it, in a reft and enjoyment of the 
work of their own hands. 

To know the firft fpring of a^on, is a noble at-*> 
tadnment ; and if It prove pure, then carefully to 
keep it fo, is a work (thou well knoweft) of far 
greater magnitude ; and which will tend more to die 
regulation of a fchool, than a fine-fpun fyftem of 
pofitive rules, vminfiUfcd with faitb in the (dC*^ 
eieney of divine aid^ inkonedihitely communicated. 
To n^btSLitt a. right form is fiurely of abfoloie neceffity, 
htamSt regularity is one of die wfaeek whereby the 
iotenM: wink is to bo dibaed; and perhups fomt 
vfiAd onier may be gafliered firom the followbig 
pagety whitblftope #iU rfot be impUcidy adopced. 
Indeed, I have been dioughtful, in^the coorfe of inf 
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penning them, whedterluch as ire fighfljr influenced 
to promoee an tdiicition confiftent widk onr holy 
profefion) wouM not be better fumiflied with qnali^ 
fications to fettle crcn ciril conoems^ Widiout a 
model of the experience of odiert ; /feeing that die 
fbuncain of divine urifikm is inexhanftible j tiiat fat 
die condnftii^ cS temporal thingS} there can be no 
order like diat which immediatdf flows from H% 
ud Aat a vtry finaU digrelBon of our attention from 
this fimrce^ b oftea fiicceeded bf many entoneout 
flepa* To di7 prudence, therefore, I commit drii 
Ktde work, bdieving thou wilt not ufe it impro* 
pcrlf. If it aflbrd diee any ufefiil refledion9» in 
times of rehaadoD from the weight of gd(pel fervicei 
be the means of opening for me a door of aceefs 
into diy dofet, make me a partaker of diy treafurei 
and fometimes revire me in thy remembrance for 
good, I IhaU be fully &tisfied. 

One obfervation further occurs to my mind, for 
irtiicb^ as this is all a piece of fteedooh I ihfldl not 
apologise* As nothing can br iaid to be truly re* 
ligious (iriiatever die Sxtt defign may bQ),« bufl 
what is reHgioully conduced, a very ipectat caro 
ought to be maintained to the pointings of trud^ in 
dboofing inftnidDrs and femmts for a fchmi i wbor 
flK)uld be more diredjed to dw iSehool of Cbtitt 
diemfidves, than loaded with, injundmis about trivial 
mattess^ and dmir conformity to dM» confidercd ao 
dieir qualifirariani^ No law or rule ought to be for 
framed, as to ioteifore with their seligioas dudes f 
and when any make a wrong ufe of the libev^ trutb 
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allowst' grttt care fliould be oceifcifed, left altera^ 
dons <ake place, which have a cendency to circ«iB<^ 
^ibe the righteous with the tranigteflbr^ kx where 
this is the cafe, people of an outwttrdljr fleady coa-< 
AmSt^ a cringing- temper, and who know but Utile 
abo^t fevealed religion, feeni to be nioft adaq^ted to 
fuch an ioftitutioii. Thefe may, to the utmoft of 
their natural abilities, preferVe order, and prefer the 
works which moft recommend them to thofe in fu* 
perior power, being sis ^sarneft in their endeavours^ 
as any, to promote the eftablifhment of civil autho- 
rity, and of a great many fpecious forms : but the 
vitals of the inftitution being opprefied, and the 
(pint and life of every uSt of duty to the children^ 
and of Chriftian difeipline amongft them, difinegarded^ 
the whole body muft gradually grow difeafed and 
corrupted. 

Education is a fubjeft fo cdpidu^ when uhfolded. 
to the inward attention of thofe to whom the care of 
children is rightly committed^ as to require a better 
aflSifted pen than mine, to do it juftice; but this I 
believe, that fimplicity^ godly fincerity, and a righte^ 
eus zeal and tendernds^ with an improving and im^ 
parting knowledge of ufeful things, can hardly fail 
of rendering a perfon who is under a fecret fenfe of 
duty^ qualified to undertake it. To be fenfible of 
die divine influence, to propagate the knowledge of 
it, and fi> to prefer it to all other confiderations, as 
to walk worthy of its bleffing being fhed upon our 
^eavburs, is the Alpha, and the Omega, of our 
ptofcflion* 
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That *^ the bleAng of hoaveti above, fuid of Ae 
«bep that liech unAwy** majr tett upon thee, dear 
(ritnd 1 crown all thy kd>oun, fweettn aU thy bitter 
cupS) and render invineible the habitation of thy 
fpbA% when florm* may affldl it, and difcouragd* 
inents wait at the tbrefliold of its door, is the prefent 
fervent breathing of tliy tqaly afleAionate friend, 

Sarah Grvby. 

Fofton^ ift siontii jth^ I7t6# 



SECT. I. 

Ackworth Ichool is an inftitution intended for die 
religious education of children, members of our 
fpciety, between the age of nine * and fourteen, and 
particularly of thofe whofe parents are not in affluent 
circttmftances. It admits of three hundred, viz. one 
hundred and eighty boys, and one hundred and 
twenty girls. They are paid for, at their entrance, 
by a bill of admittance of eight guineas value ; for 
which they are provided with board, learning, 
clothing) and other neceflaries, for one year ; four 
fhillings and four pence are alfo then depoflted, as 
an allowance of one penny per week for pocket 
0K)ney« This fchool is under the immediate care 

* The prefent limitation of age is between eight and 
fcarteen* 

S 
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of two committoes, in each of which there ar^ 
twenty-eight members^ one is conftituted of friends 
of Londoi^ and held there ; the other of friends ki 
the neighbourhood of Ackworth )* divers of whom 
are twenty, thirty^ anid fome forty miles diftant from 
the place. 

Each committee meets once a month ; wfaen^Ae 
general ftate of the inftitution is confidered, par- 
ticular regulations propofedy complaints received^ 
the tntendecf reiignation of fervices reported, and 
friends appointed to inquire for a fupply of affift*' 
ants^ &c. &c. 

As it often happens that divers friends are at 
Ackworth the night before the fitting of the com-" 
mittee, or early in the morning, three of diem 
infped all bilb of parcels^ and the treaforer's ac-* 
counts^ and report to the committee the ftate 
thereof, the number of the children admitted and 
returned fince laft month, and thofe that are uponr 
the lift for admittance; others examine the^ rm^ 
pfovemeht of fuch as are likely to depart the 6n- 
fuing month ; and, generally, religious opportuni* 
ties are taken with them, and an accoufnt given* 
thereof to the committee. Copies of the minutes 
of each committee are tranfmitted to oneanother^ 
and neither of them conclude upon any thing neW, 
of importance, without mutual approbation. Seve- 
ral friei^ds, once a year, give uptXfzn appointmeitt 
to fpend fome time in die houfe,4in order to value 
the ftock, to fetde all accounts, and to take a more 
general and minute furvey of the ftate oS the iamilyy 
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ihaa could be done at any other time with fo much 
propriety : and genendly, on vifits to the fiunilyt at 
other times, die-compaj^ of women friends has been 
defired, a number having their name» down on the 
commfttee's books for . fuch fervices. Agents are 
appointed in each county, who undertake to nego« 
ciate the bufinels between thofe who fend the chil* 
dren, and the inffitution, by providing bills of ad- 
mittance and certificates^ and giving notice of their 
readineis, &c. 

A general meeting is held at Ackworth once a 
year, conftituted of friends appointed to attend it 
from the feveral quarterly meetings. Here the ftate 
of the inftitution is intended to be laid open ; all 
'fubjeda of doubt, and efpecially fuch as the two 
committees could not agree upon, to be referred for 
candid difcuffion and determination, and new regu- 
lations or rules eftabliflied. 

A large number of friends froth diftant parts, is 
appointed to infped the cluldren's advances in learn- 
ing, &c. and to obtain a knowledge of their teachers 
abilities ; a free and honeft reprefentation whereof is 
thought abfolutely neceflary. This general meeting 
adjourns to.a fuitable time in the London yearly meet- 
. ing week, when their minutes are read, and a report 
-made from thence to the yearly meeting at large. 

N. B. The infpeaion of the female fide of the 
houfe is committed to the women friends aflembled 
at the general meeting at Ackworth, who appoint 
different committees to examine the different de- 
partments, have free conferences with the officers, 
S 2 
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ififpeft the girb improrementty ttkt religtoui op^ 
fk)rtunitie8 with them, and report the fiMbnce of 
Iheir obferTatkmSy and the propriety of fiich amenA^ 
ments as occiht to them diereapdn ; after which, 
minutes are formed, and a copy of them lent iMo thi 
men's meeting* 
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S E C T. II. 

There are ftationed in the family^ a treafiiitr ami 
his wife, to whom is committed the ftiperintsndence 
^ the whole*. 

The bo;^ have geneisdly kmr or fire maften, 
whofe lalaries are from 25 to lool f. per anmmi, in- 
tended as prbporcionite to their fervices, and abili^ 
ties; and there are aUb ibme apprentices* The 
tiumber of the fchbds is four, and the matters keep 
inoch to the diftinfb branches of learning for which 
they are beft qnalifiedf as one, reading, another 
writing, a third aridimetic, &Xs and the children^ 
pafs in chfles from fehool to fehoo), except the little 
ones, who are principally kept mider the care of one 
mafter* 

* Thefe fenre the iniBtutxon without a filary, whicb 
fitatly adds to their authority. 

t tool, was the fiJary of the principal mafter; bat 
this offioi btiog difcontinned/ no falary is now fo high. 
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The:9^pa^tsnei^s£(ir teaching ^e fo commodipM^ 
$0 to ceadcr all qrowdiog unneceflaryy efpeciaUy at 
tWrtting } tbe 4e4c^» thpugh in oi^e continued length, 
btkV€ oeverthele^ fuch divifipns, \?>y openings for 
each boy's boojcs^ ^c. ^iut ^ere need Mtt be any 
Jntefference» if they keep their places^ 

Ten or .twelve pf die eldeft aiul vnoSt foUd boys 
arcchoien monitors, who lend btw affiftance in the 
fchools, pavticubfly in fettling iiis ehiMren.tQ their 
pbceS) Jtqd taking care that each has. his ownt 

About ten ntiniites before erery meal, a. ball ia 
jrung, at which the chiMi»n ace .quickly colledftd in 
Tanks, cither on4lip.opea gronadlt or under a cokm** 
I^JvilKk.ilwkera from .wet jsad bolt, Thc,ma£^ 
aois.i|and in^thc front in their own dtvlfions, whilft 
dieAUNtttoaa iiurvey Jthem behind and before^ tidcing 
care that .their buddcss mn in 9r<ier« their ihair 
combed, and if any be dirty, to fend them to waflit 
Here the maftera have a frequent opportunity of 
making ufeful obfervations, giving general dircAions, 
adminiftering counfel, and feleding out offenders 
for the Table of difgrace j which is np otherwiie dif« 
tinguiihed, than by being detached from the reft, and 
leaving AQ do^ u(U9n iu 

^ y^ben thc^ fecpnd bell rings for mj^s, they ad* 
xan^ in couples. wjitK great x^gfiimty to the Hmng 
vopfXif (the Icaft going firft) apd dividk at the f9ot 
of tbe table, one gping.up 9a OQe fide, and the 
other on the other ; by which means they are feated 
frith dexibprity and expedition* A general filence 
inunediately cnfues, wluch, by an intimation from 
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one of the matters, is foon brdce, and all begiji 
their meal ; but no conver&tion louder dian a wUt^ 
per is allowed, during the time of eating; and i» 
more in that manner than is neceflary for transfcring 
their viAoals fiom one to another^ when fome have 
too much, and odiers too Uttle, the latter of wMeh 
are freely fupplied by the mafters, if they aft:. 

When all appetites appear fiitisfied, and a meal is 
ended, filence again takes plaee, after wkjich, with 
an intimation of quietude, and fedatenefs, lliey>arc 
beckoned to depart. They unite again in couples 
at the foot of the table where diey parted, and walk 
ftcadily out of the room into the places iqipointedifor 
play, whero they di^perfe. It is thought neoeflkj, 
that one of ^e matters fliould beftow a genend 
pverfight on them in tfaefe- times^of rehoatibn, widi 
no more interference than is abfokteiy neceflary* 
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SECT- III. 

The fame order is obferv^d amongft thi girls, a$ 
with the boys, at fchool and meals ; they have'felr 
dom lefs than four mittrefTes, whofe falaries are from 
12 to 25]. per aninum; thefe teaohib^*ng, knitting, 
fpinning flax, reading, and the EnglKh grammar. 
Writing ani arithmetic are zVcf taught by one of 
the matters, who is particularly fet at liberty, part 
of every day, for that purpofe,^ and has a certain 
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Afiifion of girls each time ; but the coimnttteos are 
idcfirotts.that fome of the female teachers ihould be 
iqualtfied to inftrtift in thefe branches of learning *. 

A wife attention is pajd io the girk fchools to 
quietude and regularity $ each is to know her owi| 
Iwfinefs^ and the time ^r applyjbsg for inftru£Hoo 
about her work> tec. There are two or three ap* 
prentices ibr whom there is a confideraUe ijphere of 
adioO) in afffting the miftrefies, as there are many 
more articles of cam amongft the girls than the boys; 
fuch as large flocks* of goods to be made up into 
wearing apparel, cutting out work, teaching variious 
branches of the executive part, and dealing out 
haberdai}uries to die children. A difereet aUotmeat 
of care and employ to thefe, preferves the miftreflet 
from too oppreff ve a load of ansdety about fedaHer 
matters, and g^ves them an opportunity, in their 
retpedive feho0l«« to cherifli a neceflary recolledion 
of miiid, enabling them more fenfibly to partake of 
u meafure of divine ftrengtb, by which done they 
can govern with ri^t authority and tendernefs. They 
have alfo monitors c^ dieir owii fex, who have fimilar 
offices to the boys. The reading miftrefs has feldom 
more than one clafe in her fchool at a time, which poo- 
fifts of fix or eight, and they read paragraph by para- 
graph, all ftanding fo remote from her, as to render 
a prppier exertipn of dieir voices neceflary, by which 
they are inured to read audibly. 

The mi&reb or affiftant teacher, to whom is com* 

t Jhefe branches are npw taught by female ii^tnifltors. 

S4 
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mittMl the tSM ^ fptnAing, attmdt to thitt fxm^hf 
enly a few hours each dayt «hc reft of ber dnie 
being tdEcn up WiA tidM^Ag the cMUnin't lineiH 
tSpHsMij thit of the tMe ones and ifArafting five 
or fix girk itt aiSme in that^ity having thtiii, and 
thatkkid of ^oriC) in arobm ^hoBy fa: at iibcstjr 
far the purpefe* ' • 

The fldeft girls take it in €«rm> cfsie or* two afa 
tims) to afift the mancxia-^nafaery Who is fiqofiKed 
with plenty of work*. They aUbtake itltn ttuns to 
fiiorlc.with she laondrefe evfery ^^mk, in wafluagi 
and getting up find Knen, and in i9^iattang at teeak 
times at the honfenkiseper's taUe \ and one in turh 
ia under the -peculiir dimdion of the treaferer'ft t^lfc^ 
lAu) keeps her pretty much to her oWn parioisis and 
Mqfdoyed in her yHaiu Two of ihegirls are weekly 
appointed toifweep the k>dgiiE|g rooms ovety day, and 
all the gtrla make their own bed% (as they fleep in 
iconples^) which &re turkd hair matt^efles laid upon 
nils ; they have a bolftec, an under blanket, a ^pair 
of iheetS) two upper bbuiketSy and a counteppane of 
fingle ftirnitore check, bul: no captains, A cheft 
widi partitions flands at the head of every bed, tfnd 
fiimtihes two girk with conveniencies for the keep% 
ing of their clothes, having two drawers at the hot* 
torn for their fmall linen^ 

Their apparel in general, and efpecially fuch as 
pafles through the waihings, is marked with the 
initials of their names, and the number Of their bill 
of admittance. 

Th^ girls are provided with work by the ittftitu* 
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h tak^nin for hire thaa ihe iamify oui f urnifli «hm» 
wi«h.s axui whw tfanc Mis ihor<« <diiUbed Ibo) ti 
femtftiaM mid^ to &D, ^q wUidiiuperQwiw impmIc 
i$4giiaif4«ii HgKinft. 

Thf^ gidds-wd 1)qjr$ go ^a bod ia iheiame ^OKlcr) 
and all their <?}oth^g is {o ibkWd up, and Jgid upo* 
^0ir chei^s that, tboiigii^. tbere.Are tweiitf or tfeiiny 
Iffdi in a toooij, yet aft^ Aey ar< fettM in Im4 
t^re is icarcely onf astiak of clothing aiit of its 
proper place, and conrequeaU/ ^tt> i#terlerfMo m 
puCtiiig 0iem on* Th^ M(^i|g.r^omsfh»f^ i^eral 
v^nulauir^ io the ceilii^g* One^^r loore of 'the mil^ 
iioefiaSy or fteadjjr fqq^remice^ ;(U^p in each, and a 
iwfdihy d)ee4iiliieft mA d^tmm air prefoved 
ihMii^ tb9 ^hokt 



SECT, IV. 

At meeting, the boys and girls enter in the fame 
method.} the boys firft, a matter leading the way^ 
the lead children immediately follow, and are (bated 
on the uppermoft crefe forms, the reft regularly .fiic-r 
ceeding according to .their height; and comii^ in hy 
couples, they fill two benches at a tim^, and very 
foon get all (ettied. The monitors are placed on a 
fide bench} which -gives them an opportunity of in- 
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|(pe^ng the behaviour of the other children, and of 
tnftruAing them by their example) the mafters and 
miftrefles are placed at little diftances, on a feat one 
ilephigfaeri by which they can overfee the whole. 
They depart with no lels regularity than they come 
in, the children joining again in eottjdes; and in 
fiiitable weather, they take a circular walk round the 
area in die front of the houfe ; after which, they 
are advifed to retire to reading, a confiderable li- 
brary of friends books being provided, part whereof 
is produced on a firft day. 

The children every evening fettle to tead, (he boys 
and girls feparatdy ; and they all, with die fiunily, 
are coUeded once a week for that piirpofe, previous 
towhieb, theyquiedy fetde down in filence ifora 
litde while; then one of the mafters reads a chap- 
ter, and about fix boys, and as many girls, read fix 
or eight verfes each ; after which, they paufe again, 
till it is judged a fuitable time for the children to 
wididraw, which they do, not in cotiples as on other 
occafions, but fingly, going immediately to bed, and 
fit fuch a diftance from each other, as to adinit of no 
converiadon by die way; the teachers paffing with 
them in certain diviftons, preferve die quietude with- 
out interruption. They generally rift at fix in the 
fummer, and feven in winter. ^ 

It is a rule that every child,'6n admittance, fhaD 
have a certificate figned by a medical perfon, ex- 
preffive of his or her being ih health, and having no 
infe£lious diforders, or apparent forest and if a 
child has not had the fmall-pox, die parent or guar- 
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taut figidfieS) wfaetber, if the contagion fliould bfarfp 
out in the family, they choofe inoculation. Whur 
ever an ilinefe of any kind appears, die fubjeft h 
configned to a fteady matron in the flation of n 
nurfe, who has convenient apartments for the re- 
ception of-fuch$ and an apothecary in the Aei^ 
bouihood has a falary for attending at ftated period^ 
whether he is wanted or not, and as much oAener 
afi occaiion requires ; the drugs are kept in thft houfe 
at die expenle of the inftitution, and the mirie hm 
ihe care of then. 

N. B. The chUdren's drefs, if not fo wh» thef 
come, i^ modelled to a certain fimplicity, whiob 
meets widi the general approbation of ^ moft co^ 
fiftent part of tlie fociety ; and fuch apparel as is 
provided by the inftitution, is of a fubftasitial and 
rather coarfe texture, but neat in its colour ai|d make^ 
and a care is exercifed over it, which prefenrcs it to 
40 the laft. An ciaA uniform in coIour> Ucf \m not 
^en adojjtedr 



SECT, V. 

The houfe-keeper has the general care and com? 
roand of the kitchen, the keeping, giving out, and 
providing the houfe linen; fhe gives sin account what 
vi£hiab and ftores sgre wanted, iees to the proper ulg|( 
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frf* them, and delivers tn account to the treafiirer of 
lier difburfements once a mondi. 

^nipte are (wo chaniber-niaids, "vriiofe (bufincft it 
U to make the hoys and family!s :bedfi, to fwcep 
-Aieir lodging rooms and the ihiis erecy day, pccept 
tn^etfaig days, ^ aflift in getting tip linen, mending 
Aeets, the boys flifrvts and ftocl^ings, and aifo to help 
jn grafting and combing 'the bofs. The ntsfe like- 
^fe aflfts in mending Imen, but nothing is to in^ 
^Oifare^wtth her fecvice to diiea&d ohildtien. 

Two cooks are found fufficient; they contrive 
^ir bufineft foas to haveilittle hurry at meal tkncs, 
^uid 4incChe eiiesiing precediiig meeting days, the vie- 
-fMk 4tte fo pr^red for fiext day, that little more is 
•necefloiy ] having in funimer, cold meat, or fruit 
'pies, and in winter, boiled plumb •puddings, wbieh 
lOnly require one perfon fo ft^y at home, to keep die 
coppers boilipgf 

They have one fervant whofe bufiaefs is princi- 
pally waflung diflies, &c, A fteady, andintiier eUerly 
man, is generally kept for renewing the fires, and 
jobbing about. There is one dairy-maid, who has 
the care of the mjik of upwards of twenty cows, 
affifts in milking them, and makes the butter, &c, 
»The laundrefs's work is only to infp^d and afEft im 
the waihings. ^A milVfomething like the bleachers, 
is ufed for large clothes; it is in ^ building detached 
fhnn the houfe, and is wrought by a horfe ; the linen 
is waflied in bags, being firft forced and ibaped; 
two waiber-women are provided -forgone 4^y, whchi 
with a man -that is kept in the capacity of a cai^r^-^ 
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tetf can, widi mduftry, and the laundrefs's affift- 
ance, accomplUk all thai is fititaUe for that engine. 
Thefe wafhings come every week. One man has 
the care of baking and brewings in wUck is included 
iht chiidren*9 dmners, when tfae^ have baked meal 
•r pie% and making the bread, &c. 

There are So acres of hnd, and two dieit intiui 
capacity of fiifmers, wbo^ With a labourer oocafiono 
allj, find Aifficient employ in riifilig a Utde guiiH 
taking care of the cattle^ afifting in milking, goiAg 
to market about the dlflaiice of diree miles, and htch^ 
ing coals firom the pits a few milesi 

The treafurer^ his wife, the houft^ke^t^e^k- with alt 
fhe matters, (except thofc who have £Mniliea) mif-» 
treflfes, ntirfe, and maAtua^fnakery eat together at the 
houfe-keeper*s table ; and the other fervants fit down 
regularly together in the kitchen, where order and 
folidity are made incumbent for every fervant to ob^ 
ferve* 

A taflor and iboe-maker, who have families, are 
Rationed in cottages adjoining the houfe, and haVe 
falaries fufficient for dieir fupport. Single inen 
lodge and beard in the houfe, being found iKcdIary 
So fleep in die boys rooms. The iamily is fupplied 
with vegetables from a large gaiden on the pttemifes, 
and the care of it committed to a man in the ftatton 
of gardener, and his affiftams. 

N. fi. Admitting iat6 die finnily fuch as are not 
in pr^feAon vHth friends, is guarded againft« 
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SECT. VI. 

inconveniencies have been found by leeommend^ 
ing perfons with too partial an eye to their private 
ihtereft) and obtaining for them a oomfortetble afylum > 
b that fome who were not objedignaUe in their own 
ijphereS) and within the compsTs of their own abili- 
ties, have obftnided the right order of theinftitutiont 
and have neceflarily become objeAs of di&(y>robation| 
being defe&ive in thde factdties which were pecu- 
liariy requiiite for the ftations to ^ich they were in- 
troduced } whereas fome odiers, from a fecret appre- 
henflon of duty, and an upright defire for the good 
of the inftitution, have, under difcouragements, and 
much diffidence, before their qualifications were 
ripened to publick view, been put into offices ; and 
yet diefe have, in due time, been wonderfully opened 
in religious and civil ufefiilnefs, and have become as 
pillars in the fupport of right government in the 
family^ 

It has been found expedient, froiA which great 
advantages have arifen to the family, that fnends who 
travel in truth's fervice, and thofe that come di£- 
intereftedly on the bufinefe of the inftitution, ihould 
be freely accommodated in the houfe j any expenfe 
occafioned thereby, being more than compeniated by 
Aeir religious concern and endeavours for the prof- 
perity of the whole houfehold. Neverthelefi, incon- 
veniencies and unneceflary expenfe have evidently 
arifen by the children's connexions, and thofe who 
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iOllj come from curiofity^ Having free accefs to tb^ 
jiccopunodations provided by the inftitution; and 
.therefore an, inn has. been opened in the neighbour*^ 
Jiood^* where people may be agreeably entertained, 
joul enjdj, as if they were in the houfe^ every privi- 
l^e of (being the children^ obferving the order of 
the family, and attending religious opportunities. 

As a library of fuitable books is provided by the 
inftitution for the children's houfe, and as others of 
a very different tendency have unwifely been fent by 
their connexions, it has been found expedient to for- 
bid the introdudion of any publications but what fuSk 
undergo the teacher's infpeSion* 

Divers advantages have arifen by the fchod's ne€ 
being limited to the children of friends in ftraiteiied 
circumftances ; as thofe who had their outward 
affairs in good order^ might be expected fo to have 
extended their care to their offspring, as that their 
example amongft the more ignorant and lefs guarded 
youth, might promote folidity and good order in the 
family : and in cafes where that care had not been 
fufficiently extended^ the good of fuch children, not 
lefs than odiers, appears to be the object of the 
Society's concern: and as their parents were not 
prevented from contributing to the fupport of the 
inftitution, fo as an(iply to allow for the additional 
expenfe above the ftated fum, and even to exceed it 
if they thought proper, no reafonable objection could 
arife on th^t account. 

- • As the piemtfes bdong to the tnfiitiition, the con* 
.auttee has fome contrel on the tcasmt. 
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By this means the hottfe was more eafily iiippotf ei| 
and that dtfttn£Hon (n the iphit of die wori<i^ which 
If the bane of religious fociety^ was in fome degree 
removed. Thus children intended to fiH different 
ftattons in Kfe^ being kt upon an equality^ widi 
which nothing interfered btit dieir merit or demerit^ 
has proved a great encouragement to friends in low 
circumftances to fend their offspring, when they found 
there' was no defign pubiickly to marlc them as objeds 
of charity; which no doubt, from diffidence in fome^ 
and an unwillingnefs to be denominated ^9#r in others^ 
would have been generally fo difagreeable, as that the 
number of three hundred children could fcarcely have 
been found, whofe parents would have fubmitted to 
receive a national benefit, if thereto the badge of 
poverty had been affixed. 

As the poor in civile much more in religious 
fociety, are entidcd to neceflary and comfortable 
'accommodations^ and thofe who are in eafy circum- 
ftances, upon the principle of loving our neighbours 
as ourfelves, have not a fight to more; fiich an edu- 
cation as is fuited to the one, may not be inconfiftent 
with the other, if inftead of training them for chil* 
dren of this world, the cultivation of their minds, as 
followers of Chrift, be the principal obje£l in view. 

A friend may, for procuring the neceflaries of life, 
be in eafy circumftances, fupport an honourable ap* 
pearance amongft men, and a generous hofpitality 
towards his friends, being of thofe who rather defire 
«o givi! diaa receife ; and yet, if out df a large 
family, he wifli to fend diree or ibur to fdiool, and 
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Auik it his diiCy^ provide the moft guarded edaca* 
tioiH it may be qttite- inconfiftent with his aUlitieSy 
and the edacatknv' he wiflie^ them to have, to- plaee 
Aem in a moreiexpenfiird fituatton than what, upon 
an average, ihey coft die inflitution at Ackworth : 
to pievent fiich a friend from the benefit of fo gene- 
rous :a dcfigB) isrinconqMitible with the avowed con^ 
cem of ^e fodety for the weUare of its youth* 

Our judgment of one anodior's circumftances in 
life is^ often enroneous, and it hath fiirrowfully ap- 
pearedy that many hove been ftrangers to their own ; 
and feme who might be unldnfly judged for fending 
their children to Ackworth fchool, becaufe of the 
appearance of affluence, which diey unwifely fup- 
pcnted for a time^ have proved unable even to bar 
the expenfe of keeping them here without the affift- 
ttnce of dieir friends. 

> There have been obje£kions in the minds of fome 
friends to an open door for all children whole parents 
(^proved the plan of education, from a fuppofition 
that the houfe would be crowded with fuch as might 
be odierwile as wdl provided for, and that the poor 
would be excluded the benefit and preference they 
ought to receive from fuch an* inftitudon ; and alfo^ 
that die annual fubfcriptions expeded from all the 
monddy meetings in the nation, would be too much 
•appropriated to the uie of thofe who might afford to 
pay for their children eUewhere ; from whence, dif- 
couragements being thrown out to friends in eafy 
circumftances fending dieir children, the fchod has 
much fewer candidates,, and the defign of it not fo 
T 
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ftif(firopR wckribg^ tilh|l ArtI th^ w Ibe pocv, tttti» 
be QMMtaBHed: faci mA feA aftv^ thie pMjpmljr of 
tiiim^t%.thdkraiiQalDNdbfltdiii^ ud diffofia^ ibttr 
ciidcMmif»^factha«lmifi(M:of oU-V^ mi 

b70[wlMi8(a Amr^fiM thoA: of aWtt^ to fg^htb^ 
oieiil^ te llmir. oHiUrof^: dM^t^ddgitt: aUd^provUe a 
aim^fl for iImi Httcf ♦fliicb so nuinre tiko Upitf 
olhcfes iMt bforing: difir bttdom^ raMsihenn^ tbai^ 
^ Tk(iVkMA4erif9:«klSmnktiimgii mi bfliboni 
^ thiogi OmH th4)r ilotid/' 

UpoB lh« uihdb, it io (pwdeiit thai ail ebiUrQli 
Wejfit tabo coftfiAnrdi ao propcc q^ofb of ibeba* 
itfAitmkiinit fiwjiAgMlordyeYaktbdfitiiatia^Qf tkio 
richf as to their profperky in the tititiH m ao mmdi 
t» b^ «Q9itfoA(MN|ted ae thie. p6or y htmg oftca tdu-' 
o^ wi^lh i4ea# m^ utipiroff qm more iqpognint to 
£91]^ fia||)licil)^ aodl^imrQateiiheMr^kdalar 
% Chrittan» tlMD tho^ oflsprio^ ofi Cmm who hboMr 
«ia(k]?difE€iilt)e9.ia^g|iit^diiditU Whotiporeoth 

ace vH<b enoii^ to^ feel dj^^ofai ta plaee theii; chit 
dren in a riituMMti) fo frvouteiMfr Cot (he gcovdi of 
vjfftue» and (b Onfofing iba ambitiotia vioia, and 
gcefinnpciioiis omkayours after fetf»oBBkaiion» ie 
wobU he greedjr to be hdeeated^. if ftidi war e^ 
ctadoii ham a ieintnatjr, wUcb ikidnr the peculiar 
care fif the. fikrictyi is bettce iii^ieAedv rB8;^ht8ri) 
and fiifioilhed with xeUgioua odikert, thaa pvivace 
fixhocdsisaii: often expenonoe. And as, bp this iofti* 



ACltWORTH SCHOOL. 275 

hitioii, a religious education and improvement in 
ufefiil knowledge is offered to the acceptance of 
friends for their children^ upon moderate terms, and 
a place large enough for tl^ prefent prepared, there 
is no doubt but that hj an mdifcriminate mixture of 
cbfldren belbnging to our fociety, divers advantages 
to their future fleppings in life may arife. 

There is in one quarterly meeting, a fond for the 
ilEftance of thoTe^ whofe parents and monthly meet-* 
fflgs may be unequal to bear the expenfes of their 
children's education, &c« This fund has been exten- 
fively beneficial s the intereft is appropriated to pay 
one half the eight guineas for each objed ; and die 
reft left to be raiied either by die children's con« 
nexions, or their monthly meetings. 



T2 



nifiUswing ac€9unt rfan inftitutim at Tsrk wqs aI/§ 
found amttt^ft her pafgrs ; and as Jbi was nu of its 
fufpartiro^ and it appears to bo connoted with the 
pruidingfviji&y it is judgtd propor to introdua it 
in ibis plac€p 



AS the fchool at Ackworth did not receive chil* 
dren but within certain limitations as to age^ 
j&c. fomcthing further^ by way of appendix, was 
found neceflary; y\%. a fchool fomewhat funilar to 
Ackworth, which could receive girls of any age or 
deicription, whofe parents or guardians inclined to 
fubmit them to th^ rules of the houfe ; where a 
fteady religious care might be exercifed, uninflu* 
enced by any pecuniary confiderations, and inftruc* 
tions aiForded in ufeful learning and houfewifery. 

One friend having felt her mind under a folid con- 
cern for the eftabliihment of fomething of this kind, 
imparted it to divers others, as truth opened the 
T3 
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way; and they finding a concurrent en^gementj^ 

for thfe opening and carrying of it forward ; in ex- 
pedation that others would be concerned to fucceed 
them, for its future continuance and fuppprt. 

As an ovcriight fuperior to what might he exped- 
led frem Ihdi m IhoitM he pfatce^ in ifae -Ration of 
«ftftrB4e% a^Qued to be (mpcr, <one4Miiil| {her 
hufowd MAiti^ig th«Kia} offortd hcrielf to the fcr- 
Vice; and feveral religious young women of improv- 
ing abih'ties, were eng;iged to ftep in> for a time^ 
as teachers, &Ct without expe£btion of any pay or 
reward, (ave that peace which is the confequcnce of 
diilnterefted £uth&l labaur* 

A fum was accordingly raifedj a fuitable houie 
provided to accommodate about thirty girls, ai\d fur- 
ni(hed in a plain, ufeful mnnner, at the expenfe of 
(he proprietors: except the parlour and a lodging 
r»om, whhrh the fiiperintendents were intended more 
particulaity to occnppy, and which are furnlfhed at 
fteir own expenfe. They affo pay to fee inftitution 
an amjfle fuficlency for their own Tiving i;i the la- 
inily. 

Simplicity of manners, and a religious improve- 
ment of the minds cff youth, were the principal oh- 
jcfts in view of the friends who eftablilhed this 
fchool J and therefore, whatever has a tendency te 
obftru<!l this yirorlc, is cautioned again{(, and fuch 
apparel as the children bring with them, if deemed 
inconfiftent with the plainnefs which trufe leads in- 
to, is not allowed durrng their refidence here ; nor 
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fiich literary publications as unprofitably elate the 
mind, aiid give a difreliih for the purity of gofpel 
truths : but a knowledge of ufeful hiftory and geo- 
graphyi as additional branches of learning to thofe 
of reading, writing, arithmetic, and the Engliih gram- 
mar, are by no means di(approved« And wbilft a 
careful attention is paid to the improvement of the 
children it{ necei&ry needle<rWork and knitting, all 
that is thought merely ornamental, is uniformly dif- 
couraged. 

The girls make their own beds, fweep their own 
rooms, and take it in turns, by couples for a wceV, 
(o wait at the fuperinteDdf^nts and girls tables; and 
fuch as are let apart for that fervice, are {uhjeSt to 
be called upon in extraordinary cafes, to affift in pre- 
paring viduals, and oth^ neceilary employments in 
the ikmily. 

N. B. Each girl pays at entrance fourteen guineas 
for learning, boarc) and wafliing, for one year. 
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THE Audior of the Chriftian rdigion came te 
redeem and fiive from that Ipirit which oppofed 
the coming of his kingdom. He has wonderfully 
dilplayed the efficacy of that good by which evil ia 
overcome, proving through die whole of his dilpcn- 
lations a coincidence of mercy with juftice. And die 
operation of diis benign principle appears to be in no 
cafe more necefiary and profitable, than in the true 
fupport and difchaige of the duties which we owt to 
thoTe wto are placed under our fuperintend«nce and 
care. As there are difpofitions manifeft in children, 
after the knowledge of good and evil is contrai&cd» 
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whidi dcgiade the luiiul timn that iniioceucy wherctn 
they were firft created, and which like an evil tree 
(if fuffered to grow,) will produce unwholefome 
fruit ; fo there is alfo in the power of thofe who 
have rightly the care of than, a oieans which may, 
by the concurring operations of truth, be rendered 
effedual to the redudion thereof: and as both the 
diforder and the remedy lie deep in the heart, they 
muft be fought for there, without the love of Tupe- 
riority, a ciu-fi^ judgment of good and evil, or the 
influence of fe)f-wilK 

To bring children to a Uut wM profitable fenfe of 
their own flates, and direct them to the fpiritual 
warfare in themfdves, is cbe main «nd of all reli- 
gious labour on their account ; and herein a Angle 
eye ought to be kept to the witnels of truth in their 
minds, for that m^ft te vttt^ and raifed, before they 
ipan fo fee, as to repent ^d convert from evil. 
When this is th^ principal objed in the view of 
4ti^ ^hQ fconfider ihemCelvei as dokgsMd ^p^ 
4ierd$i«ecoim«Me fer^heffetei^on^tf^lMir flack, 
fhey are teHgiodly eitgi^i^ to ftojmota ktby fud| 
«iean5 m «fe ^put into 4ifcir pcrwer^ JuiiAer il» bn^ 
ihionce 6f aCiii4fthm l^itki wkiqh pMfieF?e»Aani4i 
^itre of oeoAfipning MEering, ^or mow of k4k(Mi 4s 
^bMutely ntcetary Im* th^ lArtainiiig of 4hat .oqdi 
•giMes fftchnoc to porfevefe ir^ labour wichoiit finnting, 
^ftrefigth iQ bear and xforbear inj^teir .^tings itirtkt 
Ij^inghig up'Of'the goed feed, and.opteSim tfR€>€(BiA 
'to 4ook *fr>r, and 4ep«nd ooly upon, JtbeiUefliBgai 
ilbeir endeavours. Htg^ Jtfae ^a/HlmSk ^of fuck is 
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i^nnfi/f Mhvdm to ckiUr^as and imy ftg} npos^ 
Ckeif iMttds the ptrntf ef>BCc;m of <hetr (neoefrtorti 
•nd tSUB^imtAj codev llitai ia a frkAdfliip kf)ing<» 
ly ynofitaMe, wbrn thejr ])rove» tbrougb the inflMnca 
if iimatt leye «|i{>n ibeir ovn wnderftfuidtiigs, tKt 
j^i^Cy oiercy, 4ad BoUUty «f tbi^t CfaiiftiaA 'iik^ 
fjine ivhidb bis beon ^i^fvciicd iP^imiMi^ fheqi, aad 
wiMi^by tbtqr hare ^ibtaii^fd ivoQt eomnftwiaii mA^ 
md »a opwUig tq^ the fwoNa ^ good in ibcm^ 
felves. 

If in our paffiigc through iifc> fve 4cr oflea hmught 
10 ai:kQOwla%e that of oirfelKe^ witkoift divine a£^ 
fiftancei wa lum do wchftBg» is k not abundantljr obr 
vipus in the woiffc of beftowing a rdigtous educatioa 
PA f outh i Aad dOiOHld anj wMdom prefide ovar that 
^ wbiab coeiatb down from aboyc, and is %A pure^ 
than peacealote, geatfe) and aafy to.be entnrattd» £iU 
iif laercxt and fiill of good fmit8| wilhottt ptftiality^ 
and without hjfioatVyi ** 

It is hmwtsbleto fee bow people in genenlt aad 
i^ren fome who ibak the fcaft of tntth on other 0cca«> 
£oa^ feemto confider thenfelve% at any t»Mi»'Qr sa 
ivy difpofitton, qualified to iaflni<3 and tasvfBt chilr 
abtfi; wtfaout perceiiring that ^leir i»wn wills reqvim 
%o be fifft fubdued^ before Aejr can acceptably be in«- 
AfMmcnlal in fiibdaing the will of others. Tboo^ 
9&i of indifcrotion, or feverities, may have a ten^ 
deary to humble diofe i^bo receiye them (chtough 
wfaofe (fincerity all things work together br good, 
yaren as perfeciition has been blefled to thov&ads) yet 
tbeinftrtMncBts are by no means acquitted thereby; 
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their condudi not being the produce of that fiuth, 
which worketh by love, to the purifying of the heart. 
It is not to be expeded but that there is referved 
for fuch, a proportionate degree of fuffering, to that 
which, in their own wills, they have occafioned to 
others : though, by their natural underftanding only^ 
their perception of divine recompenfe may not be 
clear enough to diftinguifh it, yet a righteous retri- 
bution, or receiving that meafure themfelves which 
they have meted to others, may await them. 

If Provoke not your children to vtrrath," faid the 
apoftle. A conduct may be exercifed towards youth^ 
which, being under the influence of the paffions, has 
a natural tendency to raife a fimtlar return. To 
puniih a child becaufe it has oflFended us, without 
the difeovery of an evil defign, is to zBt under an 
unchriftian fpirit, which revenges injuries. This is 
^ difpofition which is apt to receive its gratifications 
from a flattering, cringing (pirit, and from fuch marks 
of refpeA as originate in an impure fpring of aAioni 
and hence, teachers of children may, from a fuperfi- 
cial judgment, approve and ftrengthen the little pha^ 
rifees under their care $ whilft the pure life that is 
ftruggling in the hearts of fome who refemble the 
publican, is crufhed and difregarded. Many and deep 
are the forrows of the childhood of fotpe, which pro- 
ceed from different caufes : and doubtlefs that inca» 
pacity wherein they are placed for obtaining redrefs 
from r^l grievances, and the abufe of power being 
flrengthened in thofe from whom they receive thens 
may be numbered amongfl: thefe afie^Ung occafions. 
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Many chQdren, even in our Ipciety, have a loofe 
unguarded education, and grow up as degenerate 
.plants of a ftninge vine^ having very little care 
exercifed towards them, exc^t to indulge their 
unruly appetites^ and paffionate defires; tbefe require 
the yoke to be laid upon them with caudon and true 
judgment) left more ihould be conmianded than they 
poiTefs abilities to perform, and fo their deficiency be 
unjuftly laid to their charge : yet the cultivation of 
their minds ihould be ileadily purfued, iinder that 
holy affiftance without which We can do nothing 
acceptably. Paft experience does not appear to be a 
iufficient qualification for this, any more than for 
other religious fervices, even where it has been right, 
' and much lefs fo, when it has not been ftri<SUy under 
the influence of that wifdom, which is pure and 
without partiality. 

WifdcHn and ftrength mud be waited for, day by 
day, for the right performance of our duties, before 
Him who weighs our a&ions in the balance of pure 
juftice, and only approves thofe which are wrought 
in the fpirit. To educate children religioufly, re- 
quires a quietude of mind and fympathy in their 
guardians, with the ftate of the good feed in them* 
which will lead rightly to difcriminate between good 
and evil; to difcover the corrupt fource of maoy 
feemingly good a£lions ; and to perceive that a real 
innocency is the root of others, which cuftom, and a 
fuperficial inveftigation, have rendered reprehenfible« 
Here We fee the necei&ty of true wifdom being re- 
newed, and the infufficiency of that which is carnal^ 



(behtdnWed ntind td wMdi areonfbldfed'fiidimTf^-' 
terfes of trotf goSine&i ibr its (mn edification, auidf 
thatofffft^uifdeficse^ei as cotifd not tetve beett 
reedvdf in tbb fbpporc of a hUk cwdbqvttnttiti Aid tttto 
toveoffaperiority. 

IF children are (o be Inftrufted in the ground 
Work of true religion^ otighc they not to difcover 
in thofe placed over them^ a liVety etaniple tbeM* 
of r Or ought the/ to fee any thing in the coiidud 
of others^ which would be condemnable In thenif 
were they In fimltar dr^cumftancei;? Of what im-^ 
portance then is it to guardians of ehllcb^n^ to fule 
their own fpirits; for when their temper are irrl-» 
table, their language impetuotiSi their voices exerted 
above what is neceifary^ their threatenings unguard* 
ed, or the execution of them ralh^ however chiT- 
dreft may for a time Atffer under thefe things, diey 
ktt not intruded thereby in the ground work of 
truo neliglon ; nor will the witneft of truth, as their 
Judgments mature, approve a condud like this) 
though through the bias of felf-^will^ it may be 
adopted in fimilar cafts, in a fucceeding generation^ 
by thoft who, inilead of having gathered good fted| 
hav«, from the mixture of their education, preferred 
the bad } which, meeting with a foil fuitable to its 
nature, grows and becomes fruitful, to tlM^ cor- 
hipting of many more. 

The love of power is fo deeply implanted in die na- 
tural mind| that unleis we difcover it, and its evil ten- 
dency, in the true light, we are not likely to confider 
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Ift lia aittny oi om own. hmi^ agaM Miek W€ 
ate caDed ta:tmv witHas mudi r^McfUi^ Mal> ai 
agnnft tlir cwM iii aiMrai ya» wiih tfoM^ beoadk 
k iadecjarediidi.an our gitauft Aka^ Whaf# iMl 
€4^mipt fart iadkenOBR^ it ilakis our adbntty aiMl| 
lunFing gaiMd tha stoakitacy wet the pim^ IdvMf 
feed) bribes and influences the judgment refpcQitig 
good and cfil^ andcAablifiieatfat mind iliatiftllN:om-> 
piaoMae, whkh, howetcr pMludive of i^pfMfy hal 
fiddaiaa an/ear open to that kyftfuAion hf whi^ lu 
ftif ftanda condemned* The procHgal difplay and v^ 
•f powar 16 the very deflroAion of CMSAttt dif*- 
eifttms Pt0W er is neceffia^ ; not to be aiurilied in 
tho win of thi^ creature) but to ftand fubftrvieilt 
ti^ the judgment of trath, under whieh it caught to 
bo axeried ; lying ifi aanbufh as a waiting alEftin^ 
forob, ready to be ealied fai cafes of dHBcnlty, vAietii 
JF it fkop forth in true ^nity, di6 appearance, rathef 
tioA tisa aft of it, may generally prote fafficienti 
and its mft retMat render it llill moro tffefiil and re^ 
veronccd^ Truo love, cleamefa of jodgment, and 
tho aioricMB& of Wtidotti, are the ftipporlers of trtio 
dignity i and whefis Aafe prevail in a mind tincter di* 
Tine government and control, they give auchority 
firmnefs and benevolence, in thought word and 
deed s which have a profitable and comfortable cScSk 
upon thofe who are placed under their inftuence, and 
open a door for undifguifed familiarity, and aiFe£tion« 
ate intercourfe) wherein children receive inftniAton 
more fuitably and cordially, than under the arbi-i* 
trary fway of a continually aflumed power* Should. 
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we by hold of Chriftian difcipliiie in all its brandiel^ 
and return with it.to.its root^ ci^er. amongft. jchil«> 
dren or in the <hurcb» Mfe Ihali always, find it ori'* 
ginates in a Chriftian ipirit) and that every plaufible 
sq>pearance.. which is defcSdve in diis ground, is fi> 
£ir no better than founding brafs, or a tinkling cymi* 
bal. 

The right education of children, ciJKcially in 
boarding-fchoolf, is no doubt a dofe and arduous 
work; thpfe, however, who are rightly, engaged 
therein, and endeavour after their own refinement^ 
and an increafing acquaintance with the Fountain of 
Purity in themfelyes^ need not have their eye out- 
Ward for the eftablifhment of power and authority s 
for he who feeds the ravens and clothes the lillies, 
knows what they ftand in need of, and. Is able, OHt 
of his own treafury, to fupply all their wants } to 
be *< mouth and wifdom, tongue and utterance;" 
and will not fail to help under their greateft diffi** 
culties, if they fupport a patient dependence upon 
Him alone, and profiubly live under the perfuafipn, 
that when He fbuts, no one fhould attempt to open^ 
and when he opens, none can fhut. 
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SHEFFIELD 5th month, lyji*'-^ I cannot but 
wifli to fpend a few weeks with ihee, either here 
or at York ; but as I am fenfible it is not good for 
any of us to have our inclinatiohs gratified at all 
times, I am defirous to be eafy, aiid refigiied to every 
thing that niaiy crofs my natural propenfities; that 
fo, when affli£K6n and probation inay prefent the^m- 
felves, which certainly will attend our pilgrinl^ge 
through this uncertain ftage of life, I may be thfe 
more ftrengthened to undergo thefe tryihg feafons 
with patience and fortitude. But I may Conclude 
with the words which thou haft repeatefd before ; <^ to 
will, is prefent with me, but to do, I know not :'^ 
for though this fortitude and refignation are dungs 
ttiiich to be defired, yet to be entirely given up to 

* In the 1 6 th year of her age« 
U 
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the will and difpdal of a kind Providence^ tt no etiy 
attainment. Thou mentioned the difiereiice of our 
fituationsi and it would be nngrateful if I did not 
confider^ and look upon mj privileges^ as fiivours 
from indulgent heaven^ if I make a proper ufe of 
them. But it i« the ftate of the mind that limtta 
our happinefi) and alasf it is the ¥rant of afuffi<» 
cient care in the cultiration of my mind, that is a 
means of obftru£ting that peace which it would be 
fweet to enjoy 4 

Yo&K, 7th month,i773 — ^I often think our troubles 
are much augmented) by looUng on thoTc who are 
in a more adt antageous ftation, accordii^ to our 
opinion) when, if we could but content ourfelret 
with putting their many mortificalionsy to balance 
the adverfe conditions of fome on whom external cir- 
cumftances feem never to have finiled^ and whofa 
life has been a feries of aiBidion^ it would amply 
compenlate for the labour. Due confideration would 
make our forrows appear greatly ibort of what pro«« 
vidence might have allotted for us> and would fre- 
quently prove them to be the refiilt of pai&on, or 
imaginary iUs^ 

YeiiKf4A mottthf i774r'Thy letter waa fidiitary 
and gratefulf arriving when my mind was anxioufly 
coacemed 00 many accounts. The care of fe larg^ 
a &mily„ thott wilt readily own^ muft engrofe a large 
ihace of my attention^ it is a t»ik to which i often 
think myCblf unequaii cQpccialljf aroongft children) 
but that I am willing to make the beft of| if I may 
but be enabhtNl fo to condtidii as to give no real caufe 
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lylFo^encei lidr to ekainple in any tliihg that is con<* 
irafy to the flmiiftcity of trath. Under thefe con- 
Itderattbns^ I fee Itiy own liiftrfficiency, arid liti# un- 
able Izth to zSt&k part of an eldei^ fliter. Without 
t daily fuppoft fro± the Fountain of every good. 
What OkOiM we ck^ were there nothing to fly to but 
the InffthimentS) die publifli^rs of the gofpel ! What 
«id tan they Ithd us ! what ftrehgdi in Weaknefs, in 
comparifbn 6f that inwatd ftay^ which^ if enough 
looked UhtO) Woiild be the ftaiF of duf lives ! And 
with ihi^ gratious privilege^ how filournful is it to 
conftder the preference that is given to the foibles 
of this tfahfttory Hfe^ before that tfue peace which 
flows frorft the Divine Monitory the tocher within I 
YoliK,' 8th month, 1775 — And ntfw permit me 
h> tell thee how welcdme a part of thine was i it led 
tee, When I read it) to conclude, diat after looking 
on all the frailties of human nature^ and perplexing 
ourfelv^s with a view of the various and intricate 
fc^nes of thi^ life, the neceflary refdt Arould be^ 
*^ to be quiet, and mihd our own bufinefs)" or, 
as thou iayeft, to endeavour to feel ourfelves ap- 
proved by Him wh<> fees Hot as man fees. If we 
fnake welcome every obftaele that is prefented in 
8ie way to peace^ w^ may juflly tronclude that we 
flhll nevei* arrive at the peaceful Jerufalem, t^e quiet 
habitation which Cometh down fi^om God out of 
heaven. The confideration of this enjoyment, fome- 
tiities prompts the mind to foar, or to afcend gra- 
dually to the holy mo'antain, whefe we may be 
taught the ways of rightebufnefs, and be inftrufted 
V 2 
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in the paths of true peace. But how faft we 6c^ 
fcend to the place from whence we came ! how pre*' 
cipitately do we drop into fome region of darknefs t 
for furely there are many degrees; but happy are 
they who are redeemed from its power* May we 
not juftly deem ourfelves, when under any entangle- 
ment, any fetter that prevents oar deeds from being 
brought to the true light, the light of the Lamby as 
alienated, in part, from the Father of mercies, and 
cfiranged from His celeftial fpring i How neceflarj 
therefore is it for us to watch at all feafons, in times 
of peace, as well as in the fpiritual warfare i for we 
know not when the hour of temptation cometh, and 
our fortification may prevent the engagement. How 
preferving is that language f ** I will get me to my 
watch tower -,'* and what a favour it is, our not be- 
ing ignorant, that the name of the Lord is a tower 
to the righteous. 

York, lOth month, 1777 — I exped this will find 
thee at > ■ « , where I wifh thy vifit to be attended 
with more folid fatisiadion than thou looked for 1 
if not, it may be no lefs profitable. My very fmall 
experience has taught me, that endeavouring to keep 
near to the Fountain of life, in company where its 
arifings are evidently fuppreflfed, often tends more to 
our real growth in the root of true religion, than the 
eafy enjoyment of valuable friends company, with 
whom we are not driven to our refuge. 

York, 12th month, 1777 — ^I doubt not but thou 
haft thought, with myfelf, the condufl of the gene** 
rajity of young men to be painful , for what num- 
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Mrs do we fee of thefe, who, prompted by the irre- 
gularity of youthful fervour, fuffer their minds to be 
entangled with every fluttering objeft of vanity; 
little confidering that they are expofing themfelves to 
innumerable forrows^ and inconfiderately and rapidly 
purfuing an ignis iatuus, which will lead them into a 
labyrinth of perplexities. Oh ! could they, inftead 
of this, centre and retire to that reverent fear in 
themfelves, which would prove a fountain of life, 
prefenring from the fnares of death, there is no reafon 
to doubt that the inexhauftible Fountain would not 
only turn their feet into the path of peace, but fo far 
cfbtblifh their goings therein, that every important 
concern of their lives would be favoured with divine 
diredion ; and in that very momentous one of mar- 
riage, the language of truth would be fo intelligible 
as to dire£l them to the right ohjcSt ; and then, with 
what holy confidence might they propofe thefe con- 
nexions, while our fex, with in humble awful difS- 
dence, wait alfo for counfel from on high, and to feel 
the fame afTurance of divine approbation : thus all 
would be confummated to the praife of Him whofe 
hvonr they had fought and implored. Much do I 
wiih that my heart may ever be favoured to poflefe a 
degree of this primitive purity, though no matrimo- 
nial confiderations require it : the faying of the 
Apoflle often occurs to my mind, << that gcxUinefs is 
^* profitable unto all things/* 

York, 7th month, 1778 — We arc now again left 
with the care of a family that requires fome attention 
foii circumfpe&ion. I never felt more unfit for the 

U3 
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taik| flor more ready tq query^ n^bo is eqi^) tQ ft | 
and to copclude, fiirply not I. A difcreet coii4iiA> 
an affedtonate behavipury attemper^ vnth juft fq 
nfuch fteady authority as to pccite teCpeSt united to 
an unavoidable love, and thefe ppt (o ^ifduate witl| 
the fitufition of the tpin^ is ^ «L^im|ifnt wiwpb I 
(ear will n^ver b^ mine, and wbipl^ indeed will hf 
unnepeflary ii) a very ^w years with relp^ t^ my 
fitters } t)ut yet it does appear, at lc%/B^ ip my ?ypSt 
abfolutely requifite fof thoie on whom tiie ^ifca^oq 
<^ children devolves. When people af e tl^U qu»4i« 
^ fied, and diicbar^e (1^^ duty, they will find ^ pilp|(^^ 
frith the impo^ptsuit charge j <^ Cqx in it there is ^, 
happinefi, as well as care/' There is ce|tainl|r fqme- 
thing in tb^ s^edionate pait of us, whjch tends rathep 
to defeat, than pr^vnot^ ^^ growth of tri^e religion, 
except it be ian&ified under the cq^ier^tjon of th^ 
divine hand s when that i^ happily experience^, foni^ 
pf the o^tural prc^nfit^fs beccMOie bleffings, ;ui4 
very laudably heighten fhp ^JG|yinen^ of l^iritiudi 
ones. 

YpR|^, i|tb mcvith, i779--Thou haft, I ^pqbt 
not, already heard of tb^ finiettled ftaf^ we have lately 
^e^n i{i, ocpafipped by a fqrrpwful zxifi afie£Ung 
« event, the death of q^r 4ear fi'ie;^ ■ — — t^ — . 

Sl^e fe^med but juft arrived at tb? fummit of ^aithly 
happiii^fs, and to havf conferred ^^ i^^ ^joyfnent 
upon her beloved partner i yet als^s ! how tranfient 
ws(s the duration of this #ate; an4 iodeed, bpw un» 
fit is it for min^s Y^ho are too apt yj rejoice i|i pro(r 
perity v^ithpt^ trembling, ^d whuff affe^ons are 
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emral oaljr in bsM cmahtml W« cmuM but 
cattohidetfairt, kfiliefe iaftnaaivft Mm «f iMrtaN 
litjii thedivijioialMttioaiitovdb»tQdf«rMy, mA 

MocOtjrt •£ lainv oar ands cettnd iv<|0n iiiic« 
tiating tUags eui narer cone, Thk ims, b<)mHt 
» 4mbt| the happf fitnatioa tkat Jw vrini wat m 
fomttmie before her dkpntMWf for, jAwm ;i week 
Mwe her iMb^ flie teM iw hufteRd,. ^ A^t her 
niiid was Aeedi^ fixed vpev the j^ to oomei" mi 
addedt <» I » feNfihle I Ilea aoi m^v^i end I 
have now been where they were finging HeUt - 
lujahs to the Higheft, and it was pleafiuit in my ears. 
I have feen the beautifiit fil i MtiMH of the inhabitants 
of the new Jerufalem ;" with many fimilar expref- 
fionsy which I have hardly either leifure or room to 
infcst; b«t ifae fare gofag will giw ibee m idea of 
the comfiurtable Aate her wagdnfm io^ wlMb flie^ 
fippeared to pedemelo dierlaft» 



mmmmm 



The two (bllawing pteceref veligieue poetry a^a 
, pear to have been eo mp efcd^ ihe ifft ift the year 
17789 foon after her reesm hom a vifit to Ibne of 
her friemlh and die hitler fiime ^onfiderahle time 
afterwards $ and ae diey am ioleniii and ioAnifiive 
lines, and defcribe the pioiis and esKarcifed frame of 
her fpirit, they daim^ a place in this ooUoflion. 
U4 
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Though rilie pofleiSbd a conliderable talent for (hr«> 
foitofiCMnpofitidn, yet flie cdldvatednt but little^ 
ati4rvfty mely: indulged hesfelf. therein. This majr 
hf|¥e pcoceedfid vfrom an apprchenfion^ that it too- 
often tfMndi toldrsw out; .and habituate the mind to a 
di^Iaj of unfeltfehtinaeatSL; a .too high colouring, if 
not a £ilfe ]?efrclentation, of things ; and a decora- 
tion of language inconfiflent with the fimplicity of 
trulii. It is, 'indeed, a taltattwhich, in its exerciie, 
requires very great circttm^dbn^ and, in the 
reading to which it leads, a religious guar4 and. 
linictalion* 



Tho' cbtfaednow witheaie, du>' the puteftteain 
> Of* fodal.converCe and congenial love 
Now offers me its balm, .yet doth my foul, 
1% retrofped, fiur other (cenes furvey. 
Far other fources for energic pow'rs. 
(low can my.yn. pnimtfay thA.deep diftiefi^ 
How paint the ^ngi^iih of a heart that bled. 
Or how defcribe the current as it flow'd 

torn forrow's briny deeps I It fails ; and loft 
recolledion's maze, the mind that felt^ 
Can only now explore the ambie«^ main^ 
Which, with impet'oua hafte». my little bark 
O'efflow'd, and feem'd to fink it in th' abyfs. 
But lay, why funk it not? by what, kind hand 
Was it fuftain'd i or why was it not driv'^ 
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Againft that rock, on which fo many fplit. 
And pour their mournful accents to the waves ? 
•Twas not Ayfelf that did fupport; 'twas not 
Thy ftrength bore up : thou canft not thus convert 
Th' overwhelming furge of mourning into joy. 
Then who ? That great I AM, that Majcfty 
Who made the bilfli his temple, and whofe flamtti 
ConfumM It not ; who br eaketh by hit word, : 
And with confolatory bands binds up ) 
Pid henotrondefcend to intervene i 
Did he not fay, « Be ftill, it is enough," 
Yea, with compaffionate regard, pour'd' in 
The wine and oil ? Forget it not, my fowl I 
Nor feek a greater joy : yet patient be 
Jn fuiFering ; in feafens of diftrefi. 
When nature pours her bitters in thy heart, 
When hcav'n feems brafs, and eardi with iron bart 
Doth hold its cheering goodlinefs from thee i 
Then with a calm refigoed mind give up, ** 
Freely furrender all thou calleft thine ; 
No longer reft on Jor^n's banjcs, but with 
Stability ftep in, and learn to know 
That ftones ttiere are which for memorials ferve ; 
Then bring them up from thence, as ptooh where tb^H 
Haft been, m4 therewith raife thine Ebenezer, ^ 

But ah ! how thoughtlefs in this profp'rous ftate» 
Which now I view, but not with equal eye i 
Yet humbled in the duft, imfdore thy aid. 
Thy care, thou benefoftor kind ! or how 
Can Ij s^idft each iiniling fceoei fele^ 
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And cull 0^ chiefeft ;m<l the beft of 9JI 
That^ «8fifd 1 How reader thee thy duo 
for beiwfitS) <^ thy merqr and thy tnith ! '* 
ThvHigb ev'iy difpep^ti^ of thy lo¥e9 
Throug[b evVy mlnmrauoa of thy ju^gm^U f 
Qnmt, ah ! gl^nt^ ,a f^lf-^abafed 4»int s 
Thitioi thy gre^t fiipfeia^ commsiods, ifay will 
Msiy be flbey'd, «ii4 nim )V» cUy be &)iw'4f 

And ye, my fnc^ I who lat^y ipFe|:e aind a^ 
The fweet endfsur^d <:f!fqp^|riws of my U^ 
Ah I may we Mg es|(;l;i otbqfa h)efl|iig|» ih^e| 
Soften eMib farrow> inl|rau« Ofi^h jpy. 
With unity of Ij^trit f<W fbove 
The(e tianfitory thiflgK ind ;m^ we |if% 
Together dfiiik: the W^ wfined wiqo «. 
Aa4 Id tet pure i»d {milling ftrearai 
Which $roJW th^ tjbroof^of theMoft i^gh, ff QoefdH 
Witness ouj: mnds icrpe^ut^ ba|»tii\U 
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My fold idcendi, in humble flighty 
Above thefe tcuafienf woest 

And fill'd with longs as in. llit nijg^ 
She to the mountain §oeSt 

With harp and pipey to celebrate 
The pnOfe of Zion*9 Kuig» 

And» with a weaned mind fHioftxat^ 
An humble offering bring.. 
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J^qpare the gSVmg^ &^ed fl^m^ 

And confecjiitp my growfl, 
That, by the virtue of |l>y w^fh 

Acceptance v^j be found, 

Thy gracious majeily that deigns 

The contrite foMi tQ heaf t 
Thy vn&oai that fiur ever reignS| 

3id himbled mindu ix^yr ncv« 

(hall I refufe then to prefent 

The offering of p^jr wiU^ 
Shall I luigratefnlly confent 

Th' inmortal birth to kiili 

Forbi4 it^ Lord ( and aid my fei4 

The confiifb to end^fe^ 
Which, thro' thy merciful cpntroli 

Mak^ aU things new and pnret 

Q grant thy all-fuftaining arm, 

My dropping mind to bear. 
And, with thy confolations warni, 

Pf ^fqire me ^om defpair 1 

Thou tRpw^ft the trifeva^ted j»*t 

Which leads from d^^th to iifc. 
Thou know*ft the b^efiil dragon'^ vnth% 

I^is enmi^ ;u|d ^ife* 
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Thy light and truth, moft gracious God, 
Withhold not from my foul ; 

Nor yet diy wife chaftifing rod, 
Nor David's wafhing pooK 



In faith and patience, centre deep 
The myft'ries thou reveals ; 

And, with an everlafting fleep, 
And thy immortal feals, 

Envelope each unworthy view ; 

That (an^fied aright. 
Thy glorious caufe I may purfue^ 

And witnefs to the light. 

Thus, thro' the few fucceeding fteps^ 

Appointed me to run. 
Thy honour may be all in all. 

Thy praife alone be fung. 
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York, ift month, i779-*The re-eftaUiihment of 
our own, or our friend's health, from the verge of 
that eternity to which we are haftening, ought to 
excite deep gratitude of mind, and lead to a ftill 
greater degree of obedience and preparation for the 
final call. The feafons which I pafTed, and the me* 
ditations with which my mind was fupportcd^i when 
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Watching over my departing friend*, are, I think I 
tnay (ay, continually before me. How long and bow 
grovelling appeared every mundane thing ! How in-* 
fignificant the moft defirable connexions in life^ when 
com'pared with that certain portion of bappineisi that 
unbounded fphere of felicity, which is referved f<Mr 
the pure in heart ! Even the ftrong ties of friendship 
and love were fubfervient to thefe feelings ; ihfomuch 
that I have queried, when reflecting how thefe fetters 
to our difTolution were removed, whilft thofe impor* 
tant profpcds were before me, ^< what ailed thee, oh 
thou fea, that thou fleddeft ; thou Jordan, that thou 
waft driven back; ye mountains, that ye (kipped like 
rams, and ye little hills, like Iambs ! '' But alas ! diis 
lafted not long; foe when the folemn, awful meSTenger 
had proclaimed liberty to a captive fpirit, and tranflated 
it to where mine could not afcend, then arofe every 
natural emotion, and inftrudted me, that in a conti* 
nual warfare conlifted my peace. £ut what can I 
now fay ? For on thefe things^ as on the manna that 
was gathered yefterday, am I too apt to live, without 
enough feeking the fre(h defcendings of celeftial food, 
and patiently fubmitting to that creative power, which 
would form us into the ftate of a little child. 

The aptitude of my difpofition to raife above the 
humbling prindple of truth, and form to my&lf a 
likenefs which may be compared to a marble (btue, 
•r an image of fubftantial good ^ often leads my mind 
into deep lamentation and mourning ; with a painful 
fear, that I (hall never be entitled to the handing 
forth of the royal fceptre, the mark of divine appro* 
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(»atIoft ; but it} Ant fehtence 6f depdrty irtd bdffg fet 
iHr dn ffie Ml hand i jei t^liM W6 tanef i9iefe fieetinfg 
iMdMitfsi 0f mhef Iddk 6ver thetti to AH tn^dk 
i|ei that dfftte, we canfibt trUt conctd^e, th» Hoiking 
fhott of ft Att^ of idfittiisttioil D^dUld leiKt d$ th ex- 
CMuig^ or eVeit rHifue ddr everlaf!!rig welf-bemg^ 
Ibr fhe terf fcdt ihiilg^ o^ this i^oMi 

itgret 6f truthi invtr^d tkccllehc^y sdii nhittVet 
tMftihstes true hrtHntbi raftoved! ho^ i^ th^ 
b^i^t^ fellen ( Alfe£bitg inftairce to us her friends i 
but to that tmtndrtsd Q>irit in her Whicfir ha<^ Idtig, in 
^oTped of a future glorious adait£B6n into' the celef-: 
(ffti regions of lights been vriHing iti defceifd into' thd 
<toftps, aiid there bdhohf <h6 mafvenotf^^oris of Hirh 
if^hom fhc ferved^ it is t hAppy tot; Though fii^ 
fiiflFered muchj though forrow came in the night, Hi 
the clofe of a world whereirf fke had man/ tr6'ublesj 
^et joy has, I doubt not^ ipfung in the hlorhing, ih 
the opening of an endlefs da/i How juftly itia/ we 
f ejoie^ on b^r account. Who wa$ cotinted Worthy of 
fo early an enthuice ta where th^ aged whofe work is 
liorie,^ can But hoj^* t6 be : A chrcumftanee which th^ 
impatient m?kid^ I beRevei dften Wiftes Mi A 
kfAeheation for thofe whb ihew her Worth, arfd who 
Kcrpe^ f6f^ AlKure mritkig ^th her in flie tovetoM 
ankiiMdl than! wtfifom Which is from ib^wtj ttiiy ^ 
i^ttik unfeigned pro(irietj^, Vt adoptetff For ifly" owh 
pavt, ail f^ wti within me, (wheit I fbuAd what thy 
iimlli>Bente #as) ktltUti ftruct \^M[i iftmCMm^nt, 
wind Wasloft for ar time in feffetton on her ^eit iiid 
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tmM change ; but when I recoile£le(t myfclf, that 
Ike was for eVer reai6v6ii and that^ througli th^ 
Intricacies of life» I was left i6 tno^e Without hel* 
friendly aiEftancesi and fellow-feeiiiig mind) a deep 
fimfe of motimmg enftied s for from (6 fhort, and 
even from a long intercourie, I ffiink I never reaped fd 
touch folid benefit with any. And ahs ! fhort fighted 
as I waS) I Imsigliled it an eameft clf fome future 
feUowdiip in this lilb i and that, thrcragh tht Tarious 
trials that attended itf a pt'oridential help might hi 
^ difpenfed to us through each odien But now, I find 
it was the firinefs Plotted us, and fltati fik^ Jonah's 
gourde it fprung to me In a nighty and widiered 
before the brightneft of the day; withered in a time 
Whertin my weaknefs lead* me too much to lean <m 
fuch helps^ But this fliock relaxes the defxre, and 
potms to the ftrong ttrwer, the refuge of the right- 
eous, where alone is true fefety : and oh I may we 
Ike diither, for the habitation is quiet and fore. 

I Tery much fympathize with you in the prefent 
trial) the 1^ of fo near and raluabie a friend. Your 
athachment I befieve was ftremg, and the feparatibn 
bard I but how miich more profitsrt^le, if inftead df 
an ummitling forrow^ wt conficfer the churches loft, 
that cne who filled an ufeful Inhere is removed, and 
confequendy, that that Aai^ is left to devolve opott 
tfie ftouidn^ of fome » I £iy, if we confider and 
look fuffidently at tU% beii^ wilRng to ftep, it 
requiredi info-btr path^ (whiefr I know was feoietly 
exereifedi not only for herfelf, but for the prol^rity 
Or d)e great arsl noMe eatafe), and thereby reiKem 
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the loft, how acceptable muft that tribute be, hr tfacf 
'fight of Him who fees not as man fees^ andy if it 
fpring from a heart devoted to the work rather than 
tfad reward, how truly profitable to ouifelves \ Tho 
end of the righteous is defirabiey ia whateiver flage 
of life it arrives ; but for my own j>art, if I could 
hope mine would be fuchy I own I cannot help feeling 
a wifli> that its approach might be in the early or 
faiiddle part : in what the defire originates^ I cannot 
pretend to fay, but it is, perhapsj m fome |u^uftifiabl« 
part of felf-love. # 

York, 6th month, i779-*How acceptable was 
« thy account of the latter, and laft end of our beloved 
friend J My mind often recurs to it for hope, and for 
ftrength to perfevere and to obtain ; but there appeara 
fo much to conftitute our claim to the peaceful abod^ 
into which the righteous only can enter, that my mind 
enjojrs but a fmall portion of faith to believe it wiU 
ever reach its confines. Yet I am fometimes led t9 
confider, whether our refearches after happinefs, are 
iiot too much a(3uated by principles of felf-love j and 
whether it is confident with the benevolence which 
the gofpel inculcates, that in all our concerns^ and. 
the exercife of our greateft virtues, we (bould be 
continually inquiring after the reward: does.it not y 
my friend, (for I really do not know) indicate a little- 
ne& of min<|, and a want of confidence in Him who 
i9, <^ jufl and equal in aU his ways i '' For in our 
Works there is no merit to the creature : if we truft 
not, where is our faith ? if we perfevere not, where 
Is our patience ? and if in this life, we partake of tl» 
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fulnefs.bf that joy which is fown for the lipright» 
^here- is the glorious reierve for. futurity ? ShoaM wc 
nok then, if our minds were clothed with the nobility 
of; the /fpirit in which we believe^ refign all thingS) 
and being humble^ fuiFer all things ) and do all things 
•in* pure love> excluiive of any felfifli view ? 

Ia ydox county^ as well as ours, there are a. few 
who iiaye Aot bowed the knee, nor facrificed to the 
'WMkaKMiQup of men's haod$; yet the general depnH 
vity 4oes (b often cbftru£t the current of life, an4 
ther^y.ftaggec the feeble mind, that I believe yqu 
often experience, a feeking water and finding none*; 
but kAt net, for He in whom is the fulnefs of ftrengtb, 
is your refuge.. 

Thorn, 8th mpnUii i779*^Thougb I am firm in 

the. belief, that if. we experience the work of true 

^generation, all oimt^ attachments muft be trieil in a 

furnace,* which. Che natural underflanding cannot o£ 

itfeif cofnprpkend, and that the precious muft be fepa*- 

. rated fico9 the vile, by. the myfterious operations of 

the divine :hand ; yet I do alfo hope, that ours will be 

.permifiied to ftand, an4>that, if we live to furvive d^ 

•ftretigth of that youthful ardor with which our pre- 

fent Union is heighten^ there wi'Lbe enjoyed a hU 

lowibip^ better and more pure than any we have y^t 

experienced, and aga,inft which, all the fiery darts of 

the enemy wiH- never be able to prevail. This,, and 

fimilar to this, is, next to the immediaee influence of 

the divine pfeience, what I ftrongly covet to partake 

of, in this viciflitude and vale of tears } wherein a 

cup is f(>metime6 handed, which is fo repugnant to 

X 
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Mr mtuttf diKt wt ctimot hdp entreating. Let itf I 
pnjr thee^ pafi fimn me^ But oh ! diat we my b^ 
Ibund worthy to enjoy the celeftkd blefings d^ufed 
to the bMMi by obedfeftce to tteft power^ which in 
all io workings tenb to cnnrify fei^ and prepare the 
mind to adopt dnt nsfined hmguage o^ ^ not m^ 
waif b«t tUoe be done^'^ TbemoteaniiBdpoibfles 
idF that wifikm and natnrei whkh ai^ in oppirfiMn 
to the hrne fthpficity of a little chiid^ the greaMT nMft 
betheexercHej and if it has kfog reAded the dear 
^nanifeftatjoit^ of duty^ it ia rto wondttr if a Ibfen of 
fMufrfal onoertainty enfoet* 

SMFFitLis 9di mondii { ff 9-^Art thoif In hdddi? 
Art diotf ftrong m Him who goeth befare tbie^Md 
who ha* prennfed that Hb gkny JBmA be te reward 
«f the mnnber that deal prudentfy, and |^ not 1^ 
flight? UdihW. 10,13. How fdb di^ the ftepe «f 
Inch epfSear, who have thia glory for a light to their 
Ibet, and Ae ditinely dhffliinated tamp to attend tiie)r 
yadif It it no woerier that a wa^ flMidd often opton^ 
where ftk hnnan wnderilindbig (whieb is dstfk and 
comprdKods not tfie thiags of tfie %)»it) ton ftb nk» 
way; anddittt-everymoeflkyMMhaiMtteiddblr 
interl p erfed ttiereliK I TiJiiicUiVi^jb trJat u U a Rivcuf^ 
that an eye is opened into this pathy and that though 
the adyancefnent in it is fmaM, if there be aiyt • 
thus fecmg, and preRing forward^ we tnay 
1 hope thou art treacfrng this ftire grouML^t 
Ay memorial!!, which are bftwgbt *— "^ 
of the purifying waters of Jofdar 
ihcy be, diac it is only for - 
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pithi^ Aej are 4ike the «rig ftbn«i wKA'Daviil 
inA i-eofcdy in Ms bag, -till the pointed thne df m<:et^ 
ing the defier of Ifrael was jcome^ and are to ^e dike 
^Mreffcd in i^rerafli^g againA the enemies df the 
]K»of) and '^e nflifted people^ which maybcTpated 
in 1^ ^y of general ^calamity; Bat bt dris as it 
niay^ e^dience is ftiH to be attended to^ and tbb 
fyrophet^S advice remembered^ oF not feeking to burr 
fdves great things^ bnt t6 %e cotltent with every 
*rpen4tton* w*ie*er of want or of jflenty. WhtfU 
«Kis situation is in any degree aftamedi tfoW "thankftil 
A> we fed fdr even'a fmall appearance of good ; for 
4f the ^Kvine preTence li no more beheld^ than by the 
puttrng forth of His hand through the hole of the 
dbor^ it IHR ful^iits and refreihes^ and ftnres as food 
fo-inany days. 

YoftlCj roth months i f79*-i{Poor ■■ "i* s 1 *rf 
Writer frequently, and have often thought of writing 
to her i but It has as often occtrrredj that except the 
great ShcjJherd of Ifrael affift hfer, whence 'AaH 
another do !t f As his voice^ *his i:roek, and hk pro*- 
teftion, ace imdoobtedly ofieredj it is furely weak to 
fuppofe that tthe language of the creature can equal 
the ^ice ^ this Cbarmer $ if indeed it^<not dero- 
gate, (as I am inclined to thfink it deed) from the 
^omnipotvnce «nd wHdom ef our ^hdy 4iead : and t 
fometimes think^ Aat nothing proves more .the deep 
rooted depravity rf Ihe human mind, ^eren when 
meafitfaWy jHumined with the %rightiiefs and glory 
df the etemaS excellency, than looking at the mem« 
bcrs for -help, and craving it from that ffftcn poor, 

X 2 
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benumbed quarter^ wfaeii» at the fame tLme, it nsgbt 
be £udy ^ You have an unfbion from the Holy One^ 
and you know thefe things." 
. Y0RK9 ift month, 1780— ^Th<re appears td me« 
no joy like the joy of the righteous, nor any unitf 
like theirs ; and next to the immediate influences of 
the divine Spirit, it is to mo dsfirable. But obedience 
being the terms of this great and valuable poileffionf 
what numbers, for want of this, are deprived of it I 
Yet he who is infinite in condefeenfion, and whole 
love is unutterable^ deigns to reward for every little 
ferviee, and grants, at times, a iacred view of the 
myftery of his own church, and his marvellous work 
therein. My friend is, I doubt not, well inftruded 
in thefe things; and though I alfo believe it is a time 
of fufFering like Jacobus, when the fun confumed by 
day, and the froft by night, yet He who knows our 
neceilary refinements, is able to limit the waters^ 
that they do not overflow us, and, in his own time, 
will fay to the operation of the furnace, ^ it is 
enough." Till then, I truft deep will <* utter unto 
deep," and with an increafe of fuffering, we fhall 
experience an increafe of holy fellowfhip. 
. York, 3d month, 1780— *My dear friend's letter 
was too acceptable to lie long unacknowledged 1 
becaufe it revived in the breaft of her friend all the 
cordiality of an union and fellow-feeling, which I 
truft do not originate in the part appointed for de* 
ftrudion j but are rather the ofi^spring of minds 
engaged, (though f^bly) to travail on as in great 
weaknefs and fear, and fometimes having no. language 
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t^ ftqffe&y »tiher to the Fountain of good, or to .on^ 
another, but <^ fighs unutterable/' How infinite is 
the condefcenfion of that precious influenqe^ which 
helpeth thefe our in&rmities, and is torched with a 
feeling of them; aiding the miad» with ^ degree of 
holy confidence, after all i^s apparent ^xdufipns froni 
the participation of divine good, once more to look 
towards his holy habitation^ And as it is through 
Aifierings that our natures are refined and (andified, 
they muft not be of our owo .chopfing, becauie tb^ 
fulFering might then, in a great mjcafure, ceafe, an^ 
that nepefTaiy heat wh jch attends the furnace of afflic- 
tion, and which purifies thp mineral, g.et quenched ; 
for fo depraved are ogr ifieas pf things, that I hav^ 
thought, ai)d in fpme me^UUre fe)t, fhat <;ven in our 
baptifms of fpiril, we woul^ wi(h tp hav<^ a choice ; fp 
a£^i ve is felf, that it cannot be ffitisfi^d without a fpher^ 
to move in. Thinlf npt, my belovjcd friend, that I 
ponfider this as a peculiar propenfity of thine j for it 
rather occurred as a degree of painful experience. I 
have oftei> vjewed your fituation, (and particularly 
fince the receipt of ^hine this inorning) as almoft top 
trying for Qefli and blood ; bqt fie who pla^eth the 
members of his chq rqh, and appoints \\ietn the^r lots, 
does not leave their fupports to f)QW through the(p 
corrupt fourc^s, but mfuketh t}ie|r fteps, and^ per- 
haps <}uite hidd^njy, co|ifirmif th^ feeble knees^ and 
Jeadeth them in a v^y tl^ey know not. My mind is 
frequently top much depreiled, and fometimes toiled 
with tempefts, to admit a confplatory fentiment, 
much lefs to offer my friend the language of en- 
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ffljr firm hditfy that aft y^ troi^Wcs wiH' waA tc|4 
g^h^r ibr good, stRl' that the fktptt Affy 2fe| Ad 
gresitcr wtlF be the prtfpsffatioft fsr a ffohout tcwttdj 
ih the bq4fe of tha one Fathee, with ^pm a l^ook of 
remembrance h written. 

CocKtt^ifiaxJirk^ 4tb moncH^ 1780.— -I want t6 
He^u: h6w you fed yourfelyes at ybur hew liablta- 
f ion, and whether it proves a G<>men to ■« , whole 
mind Ka$ ofteq felt tq me to be fecretly. cFad witK 
ikkcloth, even wHen perhaps obeying the ccrmmahd^ 
iCk Wafh and <Q ^no^ht, rather than appear to mei^ 
as if ikitmg : and as this is a fituatfon necefl&ry f6r 
(isr, its continuance admihii^ers no caulfe 0/ d!1c6n-- 
f<^nt, if We have but an evidence thit we Have not 
ftepped out of the holy incfofurej finding the fence 
6f divine appointment to be atfOttt u$, nor matter what 
we fcifkr. It is not fpr our rejoicings, and what 
fteTs comlbrtaMe to ourAIres, that we can expeSt a 
remrd; but rather ibr oui" triab and praharions, rf 
iVe endure tfiem wftfr patience j and even for thefe 
Hift have no reafon to expe^ a full reward ; for if 
itiat were At cafif, where would be the referve for 
the fruition* of j6y i» the lift to come ? Ncvelthe- 
Tefs, ^ do (bmetime^ get ftvoured, in our wildernefs 
Jburiiey, With a littfo Bread handed in fecret, and With 
ah Opening of the broot by th^ Way j and the remem- 
brance of out partaking of this (ogetA^f, refreffies 
ai^d Ifrengtheh^ iA ft>me gIooil\y (ibafbns« I have 
tfttti tesifoA to numbe/ youif fridhdljr regard to me 
aiAohgflr the Uefthgs of my llft^ and I fom^me^ 
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ttiii^jnthe feeling of a aearne&I cannot jeCsiibey 
tW qiy affedion to you is not l^fs than filial* Mfjf 
I be jpreforvcd worthy this fellowihip, aod^ by aw 
increale of purity, find an increafe of that uniqa of 
l^jrit which lives b^ond the gravel I think nothing 
has more conduced to my confid^cef in» and fellow* 
^ling with you^ than the belief that your reproof 
and plain dealing would be as readily adminiftered 
to me, SIS your encouragement; and I befeecb you, 
fi/ever lofe iight pf this opennefs, for I am furely 
(>ne of the weakeil and moft frail of the whole Qock 
and family, if I am worthy to be included in the 
number : and yet, if I know my own hear^ it is 
ftot myfel^ but the caufe which I h^ve in view^ and 
I wiib for ftill OA^re of that diipofitioii which cai^ en<- 
gble us to iay, ^ let die righteous fmit^ me, and it 
(hall he ^ lundnefs; )et bim reproye me, and It ibat} 
be an excelleot (m1/' 

CocKS&iiouTH, 5tb month, zy^a-wHow trul^ 
valuable is this precious unity which, like the oil tba( 
was pomced ^ipon the head o/ Aaron, remains to 
^oint the very fl^irts of the g^rmenU of thofe who 
have obtained the mark of difciplelhip, to love one 
pother I In the renewal of it, I feel greater con« 
folatioathan is u(iiaUy boftowed upon me from cau&s 
pf this kind, becftuie thei« are fisw indeed with whom 
I &4]nyfelf nearly united, or whofe xeg^d aiEbrds 
me relief in the tim^ of want, although I know them 
t<^ be 6ui fuperior to myielf ; infomuch that X cour 
elude die command ifi certaii)ly tp me, ^< iaiute no 
ope by tfaf way/' 8ut glad I am that thefv is an 

X4 
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exception to this, and that I hope I can in the right 
line iklute my friend by the way, and viiit him in the 
wildernefS) where all who are united to the true 
church muft chiefly dwell, and wait for its redemp* 
lion: and if this be not found in our time, we have 
yet reafon to hope, that having partaken in fome 
meafure of its fufFerings, whedier principally for.^ 
curfelves as members, or for the whole body, this 
offering will be acceptable to the Searcher of hearts; 
and then, if in His wifdom fome of our days (hould 
prove to be few and full of fowrow, may we not 
look towards the morning ef a better day, and an 
inheritance in that country whofe inhabitants never 
fay, they are fick ? Were it not, now and then, for 
a little of this hope which lives whhin the vail, I 
know not how things would be got through ; ' fo (cU 
fifh am I that I fear the reward is too much an o\x* 
je&y and not that perfe£l love which cafteth out 
fear, and is ready to obey and fuffer all things for 
the work's fake, * 

York, 9th mpnth, lySo*— Ihave felt a more than 
ufual impulfe to falute thee, my much beloved friend, 
and, acconiin^ to my little ability, to ilrengthen thee 
in repeating the efforts which I trufl thou art, at 
times, concerned to ufe for thy own everlalHng wel- 
fiire, by turning a deaf ear to the fubtle infmuations 
of the adverfary, who is evidently feeking thy de-' 
firudion. I am well convinced that no language I 
can ufe, except it be blefTed with the efficacy, as weH 
as appearance, of indifpuuble truth, will ever be ac- 
ceptable to thee, or prove profitable; and it iss \ 
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tmiy truly feyi at this time particularly, the fervent 
cngageinent of my mind, that thou mayft come to a 
fettlemcnt in that power which is unchangeable ; and 
which would, if thy anxieties and deftru£Kve heat of 
fpirit were more damped, inftruft thee ftill further 
in the myftery of th^elf, and that of godlinefs whici 
is profitable for thee. 

With what manner of lore hath the Father loved 
thee ? hath often in efFeft been the query and ex- 
clamation of my mind, when the wonders of thy 
jdeliverance from Egyptian bondage have occurred^ 
with an evidence of the Hand that wrought themi 
jand of that mighty power which hath caufed the bufli 
to burn before thee, and convinced thee that the 
ground whereon thou ftoodft was holy. As fure as 
ever he was with Ifrael, and with Mofes their leader^ 
fee is with thee ; and thy thift in him, and feeking for 
a paf&ve ftate of mind in that wildcrnefs travel which 
may be afligned, will, I believe, effeft thy arrival 
at the Land of Promife. But think not, my beloved 
, Jriend, when there is a want of water, and of that 
refrefhment which the unmortiiicd will is eagerly 
thirfting after, to ufe the means whereby the meek- 
nefs of Mofes was overcome, to ftrike the rock, and 
thereby offend that holy providential care, which will 
never have thee to fuffer for want of true knowledge* 
but will be found to provide thee with food in due 
feafon; and though it may not always be pleafant* 
but, at times, may refemble Mara's waters for bitter- 
neis, yet the fpiritual Canaan being in view, and not 
e|Kpe£ted on this fide Jordan, the river of true judg- 
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ment, it will animate to ftiU greater degrees of vir« 
tue, fiich as patience^ £;>rtitude9 and flreogth, in this 
boly travail. 

Under a renewed belief that thou art in the place 
allotted by divine wifibm, I feel an earneft folicitudc^ 
that thou mayft be ftrengtfaened to discharge thjr 
duty in every good word and work i and that He who 
bath plucked thy feet out of much mire and cUy,|may 
not only fet thee upon the immoveable Rock, and 
eftahlUh thy goings, butt in His own time, put fucb 
a fong of deliverance into thy mouth, as vfill laft to 
aU eteriitty. It is, my dear friend, with a love which 
I truft is more Shan natural, that I re-ialute thee, 
and bid thee be of good cheer, aiid labour to dete& 
every delulion, for truly there is light enough for it. 

YoRK» loth month, 1 780 -r- Animated with the 
cfiuilons of muph love and near fellowibip, I havcf 
many times fecretly iaiuted you fince my abrupt de- 
parture from •— — ; where I was thankful to feel, 
after a long faft from fenfible enjoyments, either re* 
ligious or fecial, that there is yet an union to be at- 
tained with the fpirit of pure love, and that we can 
in a ftate of mutability, in proportion ^o o\ff hith* 
fulncfs, partake together of iu binding influence* A 
revival of this fenfe, I was and am, I hope, grateful 
for, and glad to find a fimilar fentiment in n>y com«> 
panion. I neither received nor expeded any grea( 
peace and reward for the offering of paying you a viilt^ 
v^Lch was not completely of the free-will fort ; but 
thus much I may fay, that a degree of comfortable 
ferenity attended my returniii|^ mind.— -*-fTo throw 
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HBf felf in tb« way of meetijigs^ in which my attend- 
^f e has not appeared to be in the movings of lijbc, 
ts^not, in siy idea, without danger: for if we depend^ 
(hoogh in ever (a fmall a matter, upon a puttbg forth 
which has aot a Irttle clearnefs (ox ks euidence> we 
)9ULy likewife conclude it to. be equally iafe, to offer 
pitf fervrce from as doubtful aa impulfe -, and thus^ 
I am appreheafive, a clouded ftate may eniue* And 
)}avlng been accuftomed to adopt things, through 
|^rhap» a wiUingnefe to do good, which H^tve not 
)>orne the royal impreflion, our diftloguifliiag feel* 
ings may gradually become fo^ weakened, that the 
pure unmixed word may get fullied„ and the power- 
ful demonftraMia thereof decreafe. This, is a fenti- 
ment which I ofFer by way of apology for m^elf; 
and yet I would not hawe my friends lo coo^cludei 
that I believe great c^nings are to belQokedfer 
in every little fervice. If the the token of rain be 
ever fo fmall, yet if it be fo fiire as to bear the 
comparifon of the cloud of the fixe of a man's hand^ 
1 am of opiniooi (though not always willing to ac- 
c^pl it) that it is as much to be depended upon, as' 
m the cloujis were opened, and w^ felt the fliowets 
from t^en<;e. It is certainty^ though eves fo little 
in appearance^ that I wilb to* follow. 

Manchester, ift month, 1781— The trials which 
I believe are in in&iite wtfdom allotled to the rightly 
concerned, are many, of which, I truft, we have 
been favoured to (bare \ yet we have na need to 
make our way harder, by adding (b continually oar 
pMCAJui^meAts^ and difcouragements, upon them^ 
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fliakmg oomparifons which we have no right to doi 
otid weighing things which can only be tried in the 
balance of the fimduary : for we know fo little of 
ihtiigs above us, that we are very incompetent judges 
' wlia ftand ihoft in divine approbation. I cannot but 
*iuch wifli that ■ would grow wifcr rcfpefting 
thefe things, and endeavour to fhut out difcoucage- 
mentt which do not come in the line of wifdomi and 
then, I am fattsfied, (he would find her way to be as 
tafy as ftie thinks mine is, and would be convinced 
that her labours have been more acceptable to him 
whaput her forth, than (be will often allow. 

Makchbster, ift month, 1781 — ^Does notSoIo-r 
mon bfy that a few words fitly ^>Qken are like apples 
/of goM in pi^ures of filver I I think he does j but 
whether or not, it is fo in the fcripture of my heart, 
and your lines prove the juftnefs of it. Feeling has 
no fellow, and if the addrefs be but felt by the receiver 
ia the covenant of true love^ it is foniething like fuch 
A miniftry as I covet, where words are loft in power. 
Deceitful as I know my own heart to be, I virill not 
allow that my remembrance of you arifes wholly from 
^ an imbibed favourable impreflion in times pafl,^ 
and that a perfonal abfence revives it. I fbould 
conclude that to be a formal attachment which hath 
nothing but age for its origin, and is not fupported 
with repeated renewals of life. Is this the inwar4 
tie that no change can break i The love that many 
waters cannot quench, or the floods of affii&ion 
deftroy ? Surely it is not of that nature which am 
endure the fire, and be refined by it j it is piors like 
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the bafe metal which would rife as the (aumj and be 
loft, dian the folid gold that appears afterwards, and 
is able to endure even the feventh purificatioQ* 

York, 3d month, 1781-^! think I hare entered 
into my domeftick ftation, with a degree of awfulneft 
and fear, and not without an humble fenfe of the 
unmerited favours I received from divine .coodefcen^ 
fion, and from my friends during the cef&tion of it* 
And notwithflanding many deep trials attend our 
leaving home^' when under an apprehenfion of duty, 
and many painful jealouiies neceflarily arife, left the 
moft important of caufes (bould fufFer, yet when we 
are in a fettled iatis&Aion, or under the cares of a 
iamily, by not being fo frequently put upon a fenie 
of our danger, and of our own unfitnefs to do good 
of ourfelves, our minds are apt to lofe their centre, 
by getting off the tvatch, and fo become diffipated 
and carried away with trifling things ; at leaft with 
things fhort of that tertain treafure which is lecured 
out of the reach of either moth or ruft ; and then 
they become to us ("however plaufible to that wiidom 
which cannot comprehend the myftery of godlinefs) 
unfubftantial trifles. Thus we fee the neceffity of 
having a foundation of our own ; znd we need not 
that another fhould build upon us^ but by that fame 
power which direded the firft ftone, flmilar to what 
was and is laid in Zion, tried, ele£i, and precious, 
whereby we may be built up in the moft'holy <aith« 
I often find it my duty, ftridly to fcrutinize int<^ the 
moving caufe of my ftepplngs in various refpe£is $ 
and notwitbftanding the greateft abafednefs is my 
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Ai&, 0nMtmng flnyonrn taauinenMe fniltkiy ani 
Inability efttn to turn my mini availitigly Co the ifi«^ 
Tincible totted^ levcn in ttmcs d ictp ftobmion^ 
5Pet V tbeve wai ndt a Secret teftimony in my hearty 
iliatt It k mxtch, my lot c o know an abflrafiion from 
Jiuman dcpendcttctas, my feelftigt would be iniu|K- 
{XMtddt) bccaufe I could am look4F(ir that peace which 
a (Seferred fa>m huoiaii mixtures and intermiptioiis* 

YoUL) 4thjiioqth, i78i<«*Weary indeed i bame 
iUt myUU ef this «cbangeaUe woild for a few dajri 
paft : perhaps it proceeds from too great an indulgence 
to that e^e, which is viewing <iie difcouftgQmeiits cff 
the prefent day, and iriiieh has oawfe to rim down 
with water) ibr the Aasn of the daughter of Zian* 
How are the Aanons lemovod) and removing, and 
/uch as might Teem likely lo neoem the garmentsi 
(M¥e the work cut Ibort in righteoufnefe ! How the 
Aandard-bearers faint^ and how doth the enemy pre- 
vail in his transformations, in ^eeiving and drawing 
fiown «^a of the priefthoed I In cocilemplating theft 
«hingS) I (thivik I may fay, that I never felt my mind 
fimilarly dad with a ilate of Secret mourning and 
fackclotfa) as fince yen left 'us ; infemuoh >th«t I am 
teady to inquire, who flisfil ftand ; Or from whence 
ran the watchers come^ that will ^arekfully difdbarge 
their truft upon our w^ls, in a futureday. I am daily 
convinced of the great need there is for mcfreqaenfly 
to be taken throu^but in pieces^ that no comeliaefe 
may remain to (cVy not manna be pfeferved from 
one day to another 5 that my own ftate, and the wil- 
dernefs ftate of die church, may be (though not fiiUy 
yet) clearly fcen. 
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LtiGHTaN Buz£AR]>, 6th fnotith, 1761-^ faave» 
after contending my ground by inches, ventttfed to 
fet off towards a place which I hare trften looked at 
Widi a kind of dread and dtfinay ; from an apprehen- 
fioR that it ftrongty refembles diat great city Babyloni 
in whicAi it is hard to be preferted fit>m tailing tyf the 
cup, either in a greater or leis degree ; and wbenSf -if 
there even he prefervatibn frcm tUs, deep fcifiering 
muii he the confequence $ a ftate not likely (hr llelh 
and blood readfly to enter into. I tan thily (ay it is 
in great fear and abafement of mind, tiiat I advance 
towards it; earoeftlydefiring to he kept to that power 
which difeovereth the hidden things of darknefs, and 
Ibews us the different fources of felf-Iove* 

York, iith month, 17B1— We are fometimes at 
% Ms to accoiint tor our own .a£ltons, becaafe they 
proceed from -atuks unfeardiable to tis, and which 
we are led inTenfibly to comply with for our own 
good, that tkit part in tis which is appointed for 
deatW, and whidi, by means of the flaming (word, is 
totally feparated from the tree of life, may receive no ^ 
food nor vigom* to fupport it. Since I faw thee, 
many and complicated have been the concerns and 
feelings -of my mind ; new caufes and new anxieties 
have occurred, from which t have feen great need to 
procure a fecret dwelling in a quiet habitarion^ and 
to crave daily af&ftance to abide therein, that my owa 
^oot might not be more impoverilhed) but that by . 
ah inward attention to the voice of the true <he|A«rd, 
a more intimate acquaintance with him. might be 
tultivfltcd, and a greater fubjcftion of (pirit expe- 
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rlenced; whereby I 0iould be more clothed with thai 
true humility and pure fimpUcity which are eflential 
to the caufe of righteoufnelsv and neceflary for the 
prcfcrvation of our minds in a ftate of acceptance 
with Him» who fees not as man fees, but who knows 
what His wiltiom has prohibited to us, and marks OMr 
obedience* 

How afFeding was the removal of our beloved 
■ ■ ■ * ! Silent aflontfbmenty and fecret mourningy 
for an individual and general lofs, was all the lan- 
guage I GouM ufe. My heart was indeed aiFeded^ 
and is not leis fo in the frefh feeling of a diflblved 
affed^ionate tie, and of the uncertainty of all our 
comforts and attachments, notwithftanding they may 
in profped appear durable* But as we do believe 
there is an union which exifts beyond the grave, a 
fellowfhip unconimed to thefe mortal bodies, how 
ftrong an incentive is it to purchafe this permanent 
inheritance, though at the expenfe of our natural 
fervour, and that friendihip which is conceived in the 
ialfe refinements of the human tmagiuation } and 
which being tin£lured with the gilded impurities 
and dregs of nature, becomes of that kind which is 
at enmity with God, becaufe not fubjed to the 
power of His crofs. To be ftripped of ourfelvesj 
to be fimple, to be fools in our own eyes, and in the 
eyes of others, are experiences not pointed to by 
our own difpofitions, but are indifputably the way 
to that kingdom which fiefli and 'blood cannot in- 
herit. By yielding to this way, how humbly may 
we commemorate that power which gives accord- 
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iilg <o (mr aulvftftceiiiene^ the tiflory oVef a he* 6f 
DppdfitiM) and dlm^ that ^yt in as in wbrch oar 
'enemies t^ ttls^nifled ; givirig s hbly Cdnfidende 
'that tiiida up fht niind, humblj^ exalts It above ^k 
•ihotAefitary tilings') ahd, by meaflirat^ltr uniting us 
to Itfeiri cnaMes to dKcern tM origin of our ftrel- 
fligs^ imd wliat (Kr<tee6d!i froitt theifai by tracing thehi 
't» their fpring, 9knd pro? ing Dtem in the light. Oor 
-Vxpefienee isf fliidl, but, I troll we mutually Ibng fbr 
that #hkh is good; n»y We each he^ nYo)*e and 
itiore, drawn from every mixture of felf, and be- 
come as a weaned cbQdt 

YouK^ llth month, 1781-^If I had known your 
^an of proceedings^ it is lilcely I ihould have met 
thee with a few lines fontewhene; but a ntorfel of 
friendly converfe, or a tolcen of true regard, may, 
perhaps, be as acceptable now thou art returned to 
a more homely fare, and feeling a little more defcent 
to fome inferior fervice In the houfe, than was then 
allotted. Notwithftanding thofe that vifit the true 
feed in this declining day, feldom find themfelves, 
dthcr fecrctly or publickly, mourited on the king's 
horfe, but rather have to experience a baptifm into 
its fiifferings, and a fellowlhip therewith; yet even 
in this flare, if oor minds are kept low enough, and 
in a fitaation ready to receive and dwell under the 
'divine srilotment, there is a ftrength attenis it, of 
which the moft fevoured fervants, we have caufe to 
bellevej are often itripped on their return. No won- 
der, then, if we, who arc infants in this fervice, fhould 
be fulfered to feel ourfelves, as &c dry bones in the 
Y 
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open valley* Under tbis ftate of humiliation befort 
Htm who knows all things and who wif^y ftrips us 
of our judgment^ in order to refine it, how beautiful 
that reply to the query, ^ can thefe bones Hve )*' 
Thou knoweft, oh Lord ! In this humble fituation, 
how ready are we to receive the refuiredion of life, 
or to wait for it the appointed time, till all unprofit- 
able moifture is cxhaufted, and the feafons have palM' 

over us I A moft afFe^ng circumftance it is, 

Aat a man, and indeed a family, ftanding in apparent 
approbation as ^-~- did, ihould bring fuch difhonour 
to the caufe, and themfelves be plunged in fuch 
deep diftrefs ! It is, however, a proof how we ought, 
in whatever we do^ to fix our eye upon the right 
objed, and to prefier a confiflency with the truth, 
to our appearance in the eyes of men ; for certainly 
if this had been more the engagement of many minds, 
there would have been prefervation experienced from 
many of thefe painfid and diihonourable circum* 
ftances* 

Sheffield, i& month, lySa-— My remembrance 
of thee was tenderly affedtionate, and a folicitude ac* 
companied it, that we may live fo near the pure 
' life of truth, having our mindsfrequently ilripped of 
whatfoever is tin£lured with the gilded impurities of 
nature, as to feel an increafe of unity therein. When 
I am led to confider my own a|)tnefs to get from 
under the power of the crofs, a fear is ready to en* 
ter, that the garments, the coverings cf my mindy 
which may, in fome finall degree, have been wafhed^ 
will again gather their fpots, and I become more and 
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Vibre reconciled to them ; fo tfiat the confequence 
bay be an alMlitjr to diftinguifli betwixt the clean 
mid the undean. In this necefiry per^»e6Kre of 
toffdfy the means of prefervation have, in infinite 
condefirenfion; been difcoreredi and a wSlingheft 
fiequentiy to defcend to the wafhing pool^ has proved 
the reqiieft of my heait; that He in whofe hand I 
wiffi to feel'myfelfi may not only be die repro^rer, but 
the remover of evay <^pofer of His work. Dit 
couia^ements arife from widioot, for on every hand 
Aete is caufe of mounung, tod the few ftakes that 
can be perceived amongft us are ready to Ail ^itfa . 
weaknefe; wherefore we fee die greater need, with 
all the vigilance we pofleft^ to^ repair to that fbun* 
dadon which ftands fure; and truly thoTe who are 
efbblifhed thereon haVe engraven upon diem that in« 
dtiputabie feal^ and moft defirable evidence) of divine 
acknowledgment; Our pilgrimage here feems, and 
will proves of fo ihort duradon^ that die fufferings 
which attend it for our refinement^ are bleffings de« 
manding our humble acknoi/i^edgment. I have often 
refleded upon your fituauon with a fympathy Which 
I truft is meafiirably of the right kind } and have felt 
die arduoufnefs of your path, the fbbility that is re- 
quired for it, and patiiint refigmftion of the caufe to 
Him whofe own works' alone, or thofe of his own 
pure fpirit) can praife Him^ and tStSt true and pro- 
fitable deliverance to his dependent children. ^ What 
can the wrath and envy of man (if we are Uied with 
it) do unto thofe that are hid in the fecret places of 
the Almi^ty, and gadiered under the healing wings 
Y a 
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^tlMPmlceefP«ice^ fiactbylu|aniMiurrfl%hr 
Ihf y (biH bt alik t<^ flaad m tlw dtjr (tf trid/' 

3«tMBd% ^89H-4 AlX a fttisMfaii in hcas^ 
fiom tbfic, tod finding tiltt tho caoHcifet which hid 
Mtmddl^i w«rQ ptodiiAi«« of tbail poace vUeh never 
fiic€9€ri». otir flipving out «i ^hftKnt^pmciiBi^inmj 
and ia thcnAm an evidoKQ «f thn Mafkr'a ippMi* 
hatioiii AM ukaA mom d» w« wi&te f Foe if that 
il npemDced wbtn yg€ have tarekHQ the aaorfel of 
bread givanrap our ebargei it ia enough fcrna^ and 
Iteblefinganitft be kft to^ Ihak houaliM hand^^^^^ 
imna only lis own w)i]ds^ Though pomtj waa the 
coiredng of my mind on my retaan homei yeft I Me 
no anaafinefe fjeom an afiptishcnfion of having left 
thee too fcon, Wt raliiei; a helkf that k waa dghc 
fat thee to frel dnt thou waft fltcoger tbaft thou ap- 
•prehended. And I now hope^ that aa thou haft 
found 4tt diYHM abHiaf aDotaed the^ to be i 
Sot the worie of tlvi iofy that thou wik be more d^' 
voted to move alone nt fiitarey aad beoooae left do* 
fcndest upon reeds flnken with the windr k ii mr 
exoeUent thing fimply t^ mind otw ejiKn bu&nefi^ to 
atlend to the padi cut out for us. iodividuaUyv and let 
it be ad)ac if may, tn be content therewith> becaiife 
il ia only by the membeas of the body thea teeping 
their placea, that they can be^ nuide Undjr nftM to^onr 
another^ and pro<peoous ia the <auia wbflVM thiqr 
are engaged* 

YoftK» 3d flK>nth| 1782-^1 eao fce)ie«ty^mpar 
thiM: witfK aay dear friend in her pMilefi^ fiMatiM if 
mind^ and undar (ne <&&»iW«t>. whioh ipay be 
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JBoreaM by the «7»iic of feeling iKiptbled «lde»; 
fiidi as live near ^ 4^i&g of life ^emfefarei^ ani 
wil^fe i^ oin call uoco iht 4e4p in tiwfe whofe 
li4fe «f feivice varies from their <lMr^ Whcit dwrt 
jve Aich u tbefe, thty «re feU <o be ftak^ in thf 
Anm enckAire) about thofe I €a|l ^e moft tried ef 
«be flcHdc, the poor Intflei^fcrs that blow the ttrumpeC 
on the hol|r hilU tnd hiK^ tp <lefc«wl frem tbemoe mf 
t0 the ^epsi and awfelly tQ 4¥PtU (bhercb humbled 
imder a feiife of tbsmtfelvee^ and wtef ^> tfrvi.* flftd 
though in this day of vreakoefey each, m ember does 
not keep in its own feaiAion« but wuehtKk and Ao» 
fenfibilitjr kwt feiaol many,, let -ms tnift that 01* 
holy Head will not fefler m fib ta becoiaecaftir 
awayS) if we attend to hts direAion.^M^^Ac fecmt 
dwelling as in deep waeers we know to tie fefe) ^andi 
ay beloved friend^ may we keep ifaerei gto^ aaoit 
ud nam united to the truth iifWft and fuppdrt one 
another HI Che fellowlhii^ Ibereof! 

ScAitaonoyoM, 9tii moath^ lyAi^^^-Wban an nn^ 
availing anciety hat ybfleffed my nund» Aout the 
fituation of thinga amoogft US| and the wilderneik 
ftateof thecfaarchi Ihave beenkdtoconfikida that 
it; is not confiftant widi the dirine will, that we 
flioidd ba ever jaqpatientiy ini|iitring^ <^ what Wik 
^ttu do fer thy great name?''. bat that we AooU 
radier centre deep in our own minds, and refigned^ 
and feithAdiy eo*operate with hie work in the earth i 
feeling oar minds lb rf doced' as .aidy to pray fer thidt 
Which 16 the mind of the fpirit, eirM if it raquinrf) 
Ihe petition^ << feed thy peopte wi<h ti^ rod I*' 
Y3 
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' In our late vifit, we dcefdj Mt, at tiineti om 
wcaknds, and when moft baptized thereinta, widi 
our eye fing^e to divine help, we had humbly to ob«r 
fetve, that then His ftrength was mantfeft in our weak-, 
nefss and that it was only as wo deTcended to dio 
fpiritual brook, and diere received with fimplicity the 
heavenly armour, that d^e battle was blefled, our 
heads covered therein, and ability found to difcovec 
the little ones on whom the purifying hand is tumedb 
I believe I may fay we returned under die humbling 
impreiEon of being unprofitable fervants, begging to 
be enabled to continue fuppliants at the gate of wif« 
dom, and to attend in future to the fmalleft of its 
pointmgs. I need not tell thee how agreeable it was 
to meet my huiband at my return home* On our 
reparation, the paffiige feelingly occurred to and re* 
irelbed my mind, ^< Lord I have left all to follow 
thee/' To be employed in die caufe of trudi, and 
to have the fpirit thereof for my companion, ap« 
peared, when nature was fobordinate, far to furpaft 
every feUifh enjoyment in this iifi^ notwitfaftanding 
I might prove a veflel of leafl honfmr in thefiunily : 
and on our meeting again, I found diere was need of 
a renewed engraving of thefe impreffions, in order to 
preferve a preference to the truth, and to keep in 
our remembrance diat we have no continuing city 
here* ' 

York, loth month, 178a— It is an unfpeakaUe 
&vour, through all, to believe that if we dvf ell io 
the pure life and on^nefs of the trudi, many waters 
widiout9 or floods of temptation within| will nevcjr 
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W able to quench our love, though for a time, when 
tiiey rife high, they may veil it. The prayer of my 
^rit is, that my dwelliog may be in this hidden lifr^ 
that I may prefer its fubftantial operatioQS to either 
^ritual' or tempond enjojrments, and that by it my 
body and mind maybe preferved from running to and 
fro in die earth, with any blaft from the wilderneis^r 
But oh the need of ^ ftandtng ftiil in die watch,'* 
the infirmities of our nature are fo many and great \ 
Remember me aad crave my pre&rvation, that my 
life at leaft may be given me for a preys and nu^ 
you and I fare weU, and increafe in that life and love 
ijirfaich change not^ nor end. 

FosTON, , 17821^1 received thy aiFe^onate 

letter in due courfe : it was truly acceptable \ and 
though thou waft £ur from being forgotten by me, it 
tended to revive dut near fympathy with thy fecret 
fpiritual travail, which particuhrly accompanied my 
mind when near thee in perlbn, and iw^ich I truflr 
proceeded from the cementing influence of divine 
love, and gofpel fellowfliip. 

We meet with but few in this pilgrimage and ftats 
of probation, who are dij^d in fympathy with us, 
and know what it is to be deftitufee of all comelinefs. 
There are many who, were we clad in royal apparel^ 
end had the king's fignet always unveiled upon us, 
would no doubt acknowledge us in the gate ; and, 
in the vidory of the heavenly caiife, cry, Holanna ! 
with us in triumph. But what was the path of the 
Mafter? Was it not the path.fpr bis fervants, that 
tbey might be encouraged, and have a fttill^ 

Y4 
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oaunplie ^mint }it <fod it hAm then, nnimw^ 
dured the feverai gradations and df^Kxilattoiis cf dK- 
4iintiial war£u'e j he fitftad in tb« wilderndft, dU h^ 
vas an huagrcd. Le( us not then thinly it ftfiaage 
tittt lfa9 fervant is not gnawer tfaaa his Maftcr. Outi 
ihfbty depends upon our watchful attention, that ijvlm 
we are tempted, niw yield not ^ hut oh i honr ncac 
dqcs the impatience pf pur di4)0&tiQiis bordeif .upon 
that fau(iguagc, ^ Command tbefe Hones that they iie 
qfiade bread}" foiget^ng th^t it is oot by bread idetne 
fhat our hidden life \s prefitf ved, but by ^ery woed 
diat pcQceedeth jout of the moutb of God, and hy 
every turning of his divine hand upon, ua i whenl^ 
in bis wifiloiB, vre g^eor. frost ftfiti^e to fta^re, which 
Vy taJEiog tboiftgbt.fosx>ui:(elve$:WB caiuMit do^ 

1/ we ace found .vr^ithy ta ftand as pillars in iJm 
Lord^s boufe, in thi^ day when $h(n^ are many h^vyt 
l|M«deos to bear, we ofiiift he iixft apoi> « <ure founda-i 
tipni our diipoiltifinji lilcie thqfeof the di&»{ries that 
difeovemd tim Jove ^ their Maflbsr'a glory on tbq 
mount, muft be fubfervient tQ divine control ; a^4 
we muA qq£ only loam ta de&end from die vifion of 
^ght^ hut to keep the cha^ge^ and tell it to no vfvm 
UAtU the life 0^ power artfe. How hewing and 
ifirmmg are diefe things ! and what inftruftiiK ttseds 
^ theyi kave of the Mafter'a wQsh, becade tbof 
^edttce feUv and convinee that no confidence mift be 
placed dierein \ jbiay it be ooreKperieocr, dear firiend,^ 
in the few ftscoeeding fteps o£ our lives, patientty to 
itftbr, and fervently to wreftle for the bleSng of 
preleryation \ 
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SjM.Lnrou9 YSth mootb, 1782^1 place littU 
dependance on droMo^ ; the? are oftca « mafr of 
conliiru>n ; i)ut mtq are bound to acknowledge that 
they: fimietiaies contain clear inuUigent inft>nnatioi| 
fm cautipn. { bclievr^ however, it ig alwap.iafe toi 
attfod (0 tbp hint» ^^ let bim tha( hath a dre^m teli 
[it aft] a dref^o^'* b^t tl^e pure word fliould be ^>ekei^ 
miyre freely, ^ if bat is ^ chafF to tl^e wheat ? 

.Thine was expreffive of an uoioo with thy £riend 
whieb is comfortaUe to ber^ ai)4 firom which it is tho 
fervent defire of my raUid we may f eceive ftreingdl 
ai4 inftradion, in the i^iture movements of our 
liv#s ; wbereiii P^biV^ if we iM^e favoured to be of 
any Arvice at eU> it may 30 hand, ia haAd» But 
what ere «U Ihe emUem> of this feUowfliip» to the 
thing itfiilf J what are die branches without the BjopI 
tbet bears them I I often wi(h the great ebje& in 
p%f eye may be folid and permanent § that vifionary 
and dilnfive gielificatioiis may be proved^ by being 
l^roiight in their infancy to the balance of the £m^u- 
ary j, and that nothing may refift the fire in doing its 
office upon that which, is light, and which has not 
been formed and tried in the hand of the Potter and 
Purifier of hia people. But watchfulnefs is our beft 
vetreat| and i find that without it, in this land as well 
as in our owo^ there is continual danger of being 
warped afide, and lofing our attention to the fecret 
reproofs and di&ates of wifdom* 

CtoMMpj^ jft month, lySj—What has felt very 
jlefuaUe to me is, that in tbefe outward fep^rations, 
fre may increafe in that which is good, and that 
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whatever befals us may tend to letde us the more 
in the ground-work of true religion, tint diereiii 
we may ftand, and dierein ^ow ; then wiU the fluc- 
tuations of this uncertain flate become fandified to 
Qs, and beif^ inftruAed in die fchool of Chrift, our 
^rits and conduft will become more conformaUe 
to the purity of the pattern. My fear of myfdf 
daily increafes, and I am aifo apt to think that by 
looking too much at any evil, we may infenfibiy be 
sdmoft drawn into it. It is neverthelefs good to 
fiirvey our ftandings, to prove our own infirmities, 
and repair to the place of help. The multiplied dif« 
trefles, both fptritual and temporal, Azt have been 
permitted to befal us in this land, or fince I left my 
own, have often occafioned a fecret cry for the con- 
tinuance of divine prefervation ; and a little ray of 
hope tiiat the Lord hath not fbrfiiken us, is all die 
fuccour duit my poor tofled mind has often fiJt. 
There is great need, in time of outward perplexity, 
impartially to exaijuine the paufe^ to fearch what 
diere is in us that requires thefe tilings } by fo doing 
we may often foe couched under ^tiiem the wtiilom 
of a divine Hand, and that to remove the caufe in 
ourfelves, is to go to the root of the matter. 

Clokmel, ift month, 1783— I feel now, as at 
many other times, my mind drawn into near affec- 
tion, and, I truft I may (ay, that true fellowfhip 
with thee, which fprings when I am capable of ex-< 
periencing any better enjoyment than what is natu- 
ral ; but as that only arifes from the renewings of 
life, I am often afraid to fpeak of it, left it fl^oul4 
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CiH ihort of its dtanSbsT in the time of trial : faow« 
^?er, I may fay I feel th^t love which many watery 
^xui feafons of deep and fecret diftiefs, h^ye nqt 
quenched nor diminiibed* A degree of this mark 
of difcipleflup reviving la my mind, has fQn^etimes 
been as a temporary cordial, tending to difpel the 
gloom of muny d^fcouragements, wd opening tl^s 
iriew to a lit^e pure fere^e iatisfiu^Qq* My dear 
^nd, many are the trials of the enemy of our peace 
to overfet US} n?any have been die aflaults which | 
have met with iince I faw thef, hr exceeding what 
I ever knew before. If divine he)p will conde(cen4 
to be near, and preferve me from finking ii) the pt( 
pf difcounfgement, juft keep my fpirit alive to con-- 
£de in his nam^ and dwell under his power, my 
^eart, I truft, will bow in humble gratitude before 
bim, and apknowledge his might. Our eye is now 
much fixed upon Yorkihire ; oh ! that we may there 
(experience the evidence of di]fine acceptance^ and 
that in our movements, or not moving at all, the 
bleffing of prefervation may attend us« Outwsfd ^? 
joyments, domeftick tranquillity, and the affeSionate 
regard of our |rieads^ are all in themfelves defirable 
pbjeds ; but without this bleffing, what are they { 
Infipid, or fruitlefs deligbts, 

Clonmel, ift months lySirr^h (in infinite 
wildom no doubt) our minds are at times drawn 
^nto folitude, fo as tp refemble the pelican in the 
wildemefs,- having no accefi to the habitable parts 
q£ the earth, nor fulyed to hum^n obfervation, fo it 
afp|>ears confiftei^t with ^odly jealoufy that humap 
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totifdztibn IhoxAd be fbrbidden ; and thati hftvtng 
^ur dependancfc ottly on a gracious aiid merciful 
Father, ^ho deals With us as children who reqiiifd 
his chaftifing hand, his- rod and his ftafF, we tn%f 
procure to ourfelves a fafe foundatioh, widi a quiet 
habitation dttreon, out of the reach of hunrian inter* 
ruptiotis. Surely there are none (b tried as the poor 
weak inftruments, ihttt are ufed (or the divine will 
to be communicated through, Thefe require not 
only tii6 forming «F*the Potter's hand, but higher 
degree* of drying, iand greater heat in Ae furnace 
to prepare them, than almoft any other veflel ; na^ 
(if I may be allowed the comparilbn) they are like 
difhes thaft have to pais through the oven for every 
ferviee, and which, after they are emptied, and the 
Company hsts enioyed them, need more wafhing and 
care than any othef utenfil at the table ; and great 
dangef there is that, by indifcretion of fome fort or 
0thei', they will get cracked or broken, I look 
With dfead, I am bowed ddv^n and difmayed, at the 
light of the precarious flandlng of fuch, but efpecially 
of my own : the coniideration of human weaknefs^ 
and •* how frail I ^m,** is almoft my iheat and drink. 
How excellent h the privilege of having a monitor 
at home, an impartial Friend in oor bof2>m, who» 
if we enough aKend to flim, is able to make us 
as wife even " is our teachers ! The reprooft and 
wounds of this Friend are better thaui the kiffes of 
an enemy. 

Clonmel, ift month, 1783—- f have now con-» 
tinued about two iYeek$ longer in this place, an4 
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hare received very ajBfeSlioaate kifidnf&i and gre^t 
hofpitality fvQtfi nay firiends.. Wae there no| foot^^ 
thmg in our mixuis that is fantiog after fiqperiocv 
noire extenfive, and (ecret eflpoymetiU^ l have 
thought mjfialf placed amougft the cordiaia cjf life : 
but without the ieafoiiii^ virtue of truths aiil aa 
evidence' (though ever fo finall) of divine appvo* 
.hatioa marking, or reftiqg iipoi^ our dwdUag pbcc^ 
they are taftelesGi and infipid eajoyi9ent9« Pcrbapa 
I have deprived my£elf of that which is good) afld 
am now too ready to let othets ihare the iame $ a 
difpofition which I wi£h not to cultivate^ k being 
highly inconiifteat with the benevolence of (be goT^- 
pel^ which breathes no language in^rior to that q( 
<< Glory to God in the higheft, peace oih earthy 
aod good will towarda mcA.'^ But how to difliin«* 
guiih^ at times, the grand cauie amongft a m\AA^ 
plicity of cauTes, re4]uires wifdom, uadciUf d wit 
dom, that the immortal birth auiy be iWrendered 
to the breaft and cana of its true mother, and th^t 
nothing hurt it, or diminiib its firength ; but tba^ 
under aU turnings and overturnings, divi&afls and 
fubdiviiioas, it may gradually and fteadiiy grow in 
fiature, in wifdom and pure underftaoding^ and 
take to kk\£ an everlafting doBainjon in us* It ia 
the ^ deep that calleth unto deep/' 

I thought I fdt, on reading thy laft^ ibmething of 
the mind, of truth in reviving a little my drooping 
fpjritsk ; a degree of thankfulnefa covered mkji mM^ 
and I was encouraged to wait the paffing away of 
this gloomy night, in comfiortabla hope of the < 
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ing of a better day, wherein die former anJ fljtf 
latter nun may defcend, to add lap to the root, and 
to Tcfrefli the branched. What 'is it in as thai 
flinchtts fo mtich at furring i It muft be that flefll 
and blood which can never itdierit the kingdom. 
I have beftowed (amt pains to filence it with reafon^i- 
ing, and arguing the nature of things ; but alas ! 
I have forrowfully found it fed thereby, and per* 
ceived that it is only in humbly abiding under th6 
divine operations, that fubjedion is wrought, and 
the moft fo, when the caufe was not fully difcover- 
ed; for then the lowly petition afcends, winch kt 
this time covers my fpirit i Grant ttit a grain of 
the precious gift of fiudi, that I may live and walk 
thereby. 

Clonmbl, ift month, 1783 — O this root of 
felf^ when will it be fubje&ed ! It perhaps appears 
more to oppofe thy fervice, but I believe it more 
fecretly prevails iii me, and is not under that con* 
trol and fubordination in which diou haft it in moit 
minute things. But let us not weigh ourfelves by 
one another ; let us rather bring our fplrits to die 
balance of the fanfhiary, and if diere we want chip- 
ping and hewing, not think hard of die inftruments 
that are to do it ; but paffively and patiendy endurd 
all things, in hope to enjoy that litde which is ouf 
own in the end, having it pure and feparated from 
the vile. My mind has been drawn into grea< 
nearnefe to you many times flnce we parted. I have 
feelingly remembered the feaf&ns when, though be- 
fct with many fccret probations^ we might fay. We 
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to6k fweet conoid) and our ipirits were baptized 
together, and prepared diereby to go up as to tbe 
mountain of the Lord, and to the houfe of the God 
cf Jacob, where He has gracioufly coodefcended to 
teach us more and more ci- His ways, and begottea 
frefh refoltttions in us to walk in His paths. Let 
us not fiunt, my beloved friends, but wreftle with 
Him for the renewal of this bleffing ; that thougb it 
may be our lot often to be feparated, our (pirits nu^ 
unite together in holy fellowihip, and that pure love 
which many waters cannot quench, nor all the changes 
of this uncertain ftate of being ever diminifh. 

SHBFFiEtD, 6th month, 1783 — My ntind is 
much with you, and I truft it is in that fdlowfhip 
which can unite with the abfent, though in fufFering, 
and breathe for the profperity of the precious truth. 
I beg to be more and more bound to that, let its 
appearance amongft men be ever fb mean and con* 
temptible ; for it is here that we are not afraid of 
human wifilom and difpleafure. But is there not, 
fometimes, too much fear of this fort, when under 
that power, and the burthen of that word which, if 
it met with no obftrudion in the inftrument, would 
oftener break the rocks, and be a confuming fire 
amongft the cedars of Lebanon ? May this your 
feafon of fufFering be blefTed to you and the church ! 
and oh ! may your hands be ftrong in the faith, 
and bold out to the end in patience, that with the 
church coming out of the wildernefs, you may 
irepofe on the breafl of the Beloved of fouls, and 
your eaufe centre with him. 
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' LAHtASTtR) 7tbmMtby i7Jl3«^Mybtft wl^Ml 
iccompiny theey in thit Aepfring cMit into dit awfUi 
icrace of vifitiag dus fcw fcsM&twi profMm tMHtef 
.our nmey Mid perhaps oP tffrfiiidingy hi the freft 
qyenings of lift^ fiirthdr «aiiif#ftiik)M of gefpd 
light to fo<;h aa are not yet of our fol<l5 partkidarly 
in Scotland. I rcAAember that bitfore we entereil 
the borders of that laAd, and indeed whenerer I 
viewed it in profpefi^ it was clearly imp^eflctf tipon 
my. mind, that there wa» no Uadc fdr us to gor in, 
nor any footftepa to be depended upon in that jotif* 
ney ; but that our attention would be continus^ 
required to the frefh pointings and qudficati^ns for 
fcrvicc : and on our leaving Scotland^ we had greatly 
to lament a deviation from this pure indwelling of 
fpirit, and unfaithfulnefs to feme manifeftations of 
duty«r When the mind, after being engaged in fec^ 
vices h^ S^t a little liberty, nnd feels itfelf as a bow 
tmftrung, ft is too apt to rejoice, and evade the 
aext bending for fervice ; whereby half our tom^ 
mifioA m^ be negkAed^ when we are pecidtarly 
called to wateh^ to try and to feel every ftep tftat 
we take« Here (implicity and humility are otir 
companions) and if a pure holy zeaF covers us^ in a 
fiate of true dependence, the wifilom of die creature 
has no part} but the fife rffing into dominion^ and 
being taken for our guide in erery ftep under the 
exercife of the gift, we hav« rio need to be anxiovs 
fef do£hinal arguments to pfove What we afiert to 
Ihe people; becaufe this- life anfwering ihfc life m 
thofe that hear^ can expound and linfoM fuch my^ 
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tenef as have been hid from ages ; and it is only by 
our fingle attention to the purity of the gift, and the 
intlk of the \»tNrd, that we can be preferved in that 
fimplidty.; which fronfoonds the wiflom pf the wife, 
brings to- nought the underftanding of the prudent, 
and exalts the feed of the kingdom. Thus I appre- 
hend the minifters of die gofpel are.Ied, not only to 
teach all nations whither they are fent, but to bap- 
tise them into the power of the g^fpel, however 
few their words may be; 

I feel a ftrong deiire for your iaithfulnefs in this 
journey, and that as you pafs through little villages 
and towns, it may not be without feeling for fcnrice, 
for in this refpeft we were deficient. Look not too 
much at your own weaknefs, but coniider the 
ftrengA of that almighty Arm which works mar- 
Vellottfly for thofe that rely upon it, and gives them 
£iith for their vi<5iory. I know there is fomething 
in us, when wc occafion many people to be called 
together, that k&rs for ourfelves, and for the truth : 
it is well, in thefe times of trial, to confider our 
own inability^ and in whom help and power dwells ; 
for then a calm fometimes allays thefe anxieties, and 
fpreads upon our minds the beauty and. convincing 
influence of a lively, awful, filent worihip, which 
ftands in need x>{ ^no addition, but which, at times, 
is accompanied with- words in the demonftiation and 
power of the feme fpirit» 

7th month, 1783— I think I was fcarcely ever fen- 
(ible of more death and darknefs than fince I came 
here: if a tittle life and light fliould fpring in our 
Z 
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future fittings, it may iiave fome reviving eSefb, M 
really my fpirits are in a drooping way, and my 
ftrength alfo. I expeded nothing but fuflFering on 
coming here, and thus far it is my portion i this fa-* 
tlsiadion, however, attends me^ that it is but for a 
day or two« and I endeavour to lift up my head above 
finking too miich. But oh for the caiife ! the tefti- 
mony of truth feems nearly laid wafte^ and the pure 
' life crucified V Here are, indeed, many valiant men. 
What can they do ? It is not the feryants of them* 
iolves, that can make the dry bones live. The little 
ftrength I feelj feems to be in endeavouring after a 
fettled retirement of mind out of meetings, and be* 
ing willing appear foolifh as 1 am* 

Lancaster,' 7th month j 1783— There is a beau- 
tiful order in the the growth of the fpiritual, as well 
as natural man : he is at firft carried and fondled, 
and it is then generally right to give him what he 
cries for) ia a little time, be makes fome efibrts to 
go by himfelf, which^ fooncr or later, moftly prove 
effeAual^ Prefuming now on his own ability, he 
aifumes the air and carriage of a man^ and in this 
confidence goesiforward, till his ftumblings, his fidls,- 
and his wounds, have fuiSciently convinced him that 
he is but a child, and that his will is no more to be 
depended upon than his ftrength. As it was right 
to indulge the fimplidty of his firft defires, fo now^ 
thtk becoming mixed with evil inftigations, either 
in (he appearance of a frieiid or an enemyy it becomes 
neceflary, in order to preferve this fimplicity, and 
the divine impreffions which may renewedty dc(« 
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fctnA upon it, induftrioufly to repel and guard againft 
the powerful influence of felf*love and felf^feeking, 
which is the beginning of our continual warfare. I 
at times thlnkJFuily view fonie of the exercifes of my 
mind, as a probationary childhood, frequently occa* 
fioned by indifcretion, and increafed by the growth 
of the corrupt will with a growing knowledge in di- 
vine things $ fo that I have been and am frequently 
itady to conclude, I fhall one day fall by the hand 
iaf this enemy. Biit oh I may we fupport the warfare 
which is mercifully begun ! and by depending folely 
on that aim, which cut Rahab and wounded the 
Dragon, be no ways inflrumental ourfelves in pre« 
Vehtmg a maturity in the pure life^ and preaching 
by good works; 

I hope, my dear, thoii continuefl^ and wilt con* 
tinue to feel thy habitation like the houfe df Obed- 
edom. It Is indeed diflant from us; but of how 
little confequence is that, when there is fellowfhip 
in the circulating life of truth, wherein we are as 
epifUes written in one another's hearts, which are 
meditated in, at times, to the refrefhment of our 
fpirits when drooping and feeble.-^It is a bleffing not 
to be lightly efleemed, to be married to thofe of lively 
fpirits, and clean conduct; who are not drawing back, 
but helping forward, that work to which there is a 
divine calling : and as " is among thofe who 

are thus blefied, it will, I have no doubt, fweeten 
many unpalatable cups, and render moderate fome 
biafls from the wildernefs of this world, and its coc^ 
rupt fiuduating fpirit. 

Z 2 
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FosToK> ift month, i784--<^h the need there isf 
when we feel a fecret divine approbation for fomc 
little faithful fervices, as the anfwer of well done, 
carefully to centre this treafure, and leave it in the 
hands of our great beneiador ! For how unfit are our 
earthly hearts to be entrufted with riches fo v^igbty, 
and fo different in their nature! They are indeed 
found to be as bags with holes, which lofe the pre« 
cious gift amongft the rubbifli of the houfe. Under 
thefe confiderations, I am led at times to prefer po« 
verty, and nakedneis, and want, to an appearance of 
wealth, and fpending my fpi ritual fubftance in riot- 
ous living : to be preferved. chafte and faithful in 
this ftate, is one of my flrongeft defires, yet at-* 
tended, in fome degree, with the certain knowledge 
of how frail I am. 

York, ift month, 1784— We have great need, in 
this day, for clean-handed, fingle-eyed inftruments, 
in the work of reformation -, fuch as demonftrate, in 
the particular parts, and general tenour of their con- 
dud, that they truly fear God, and hate covetouf- 
nefs ; for, of fuch only is the pure fpiritual building 
compofed -, tlie diurch, againft which, Satan and his 
agents can never prevail ^ whereto the nations may 
gather, behold its purity, and be invited to become 
living members thereof. But, oh how defiled is our 
camp I how temporizing are the ^irits of thofe who 
ought to ftand, as valiant foldiers, againfl fpiritual 
wickednefs in high places, and fight manfully under 
the banner of the Lamb ! The world, with its gilded 
baits, has allured their attention, and attracted their 
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fight, from the example of oar holy pattc^rn. It is 
therefore no wonder, if the work they undertake is 
fuperAcially done; and that which has been their 
fnare, pafles unobferved for want of purification. 
From a view of thefe things, I have been led to 
prefer, and even to requeft, tribulation, mortification, 
and what may be called evil things, in this life, to 
an unfubje£led mind, being an unfound member in 
the church, and feeking to be heir of two kingdoms. 
Whether I am thus preferved or not, I believe that 
now, as formerly, the lame, the blind, and the dwarft, 
will not be accepted to minifter of the moft holy 
things, and carry forward the caufe of righteoufnefs 
in the earth, till their application is uprightly and 
humbly made to Him, who is the healer of all dif- 
eafes, and the reftorer of ancient paths to walk m. 

York, li month, 1784— ^Thou haft often been 
in my remembrance fince we parted, and, both when 
hoping and doubting, I have wiihed to addrefs thee 
in this way, believing it warrantable now, as in the 
captivity of the Jews, for thofe who are uprightly, 
though feebly, concerned for the profperity of truth, 
to fpeak often one to another ; and the trufting that 
9. book of remembrance is written, cafts, in fome de- 
preiSng feafons, fomething of a ray of fpiritual fun- 
fhine upon the fpirits in prifon; which, though not 
^ promife of freedom, yet cheers a little, and renders 
tolerable our unavoidable fltuation of mind. 

A multiplicity of concurring circumftances, paft 
and in profpeft, have of late deeply afFefted me: the 
(pirit of Galiah rages from every quarter : its power 

z 3 
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I feel, the low ftate of the church is evident, and my 
own weakneis dares me in the face. I would be 
glad to dwell in obfcurity, ai^d have my name blotted 
out of remembrance. There are many called foldiers 
amongft us, but qh ! how few of fuch zs are loyal 
to the King of kings, and whofe work is diligently 
to eftablifli his government; ii^fomuch that (uch 
children as I am ^re ready to conclude, that if we 
move at all, our hand muft be againft every one, ai^d 
every one*s hand againft us. For though retirement is 
what above all things I would choofe for myfelf, yet 
if I apprehend myfelf called to fervice at all, it is 
the fervent prayer of my fpirit to be preferved therein 
from the fear of any man, and fcom doing, the work 
deceitfully : neverthelefs, the fecret feelings of my 
mind feem to fay unto the feed, that << bonds await 
you." May we then poiTeis our fouls in patience^ 
and npt fear in feafons appointed to contend for our 
faith! 

2d month, 1 784-— Being aflfedled with the general 
caufes of difcouragement, and fo mu^h a£|i£led with 
fome particulars, I am ready at times to conclude, I 
cannot hold &ft my faith without vravering in this 
time of trial. You, my beloved friends, have your 
fhare of exercifc ; and whatever others do, be you 
faithful unto death, fpiritually and naturally, and then 
will your fervices be crowned with that life which 
cannot be gainfayed. We have much difloyalty 
amongft us to the King of kings, and (bme who are 
his fubjeiEls want to take from him an iniproper fhare 
of rule. Seeing thefe things, let us be lowly, and 



LETTERS. 3*3 

ihelter ourfelvcs under the fpirit of the Lamby that 
the prevalence of this alone may be the weapons of 
our warfare. Though we experience him to be flain 
as from the foundations of the world, and have to gp 
down in fuflfering with him, and our foith deeply 
tried, yet let us remember that He lives and reigns 
for ever, and that, notwithfcmding the combined 
powers of darknefs, of the incrcafe of His govern- 
ment there (hall not be an eixd« 
. Our pafTagc through life i$ lil?e a journey whcrci^i 
sure difficulti«;$ and fhares; and wherein we find many 
who fay they are going to the fame port, and who 
think they have found out, from longer experience 
and fuperior wifdom, a better and fomewhat difFcrent 
road } but whon we bdieye them, mni make s^ little 
trial of their path, how hav^ we, widi panful flep- 
pings, to return to Qur tribulated pilgrimage I I feel 
deeply engaged in my fpirit, that I may, and that we 
alt may, look to our own fhuidingsj not even to the 
mojH: approved infl:ruments for inftruiSion, when our 
2q;>pIication ought to be to the Spirit and example of 
our Holy Head and High Priefl. 

York, nth month, 1784— rl am really very poor, 
but whether enough fo I cannot tell. I am how* 
^ver rather more contented than when thou faw me 
lafl, having been a (hort time with , and fe^ 

cretly coinparing trials a little has done me good : 
indeed I think it is a wife way, when we imagine 
ourfelyes under fufFering, to look into the pages of 
another's book, and meditate in their probations. 
Her^ we number our own bleffings, and a langpaage 
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fometimes unexpe&edly arifes, ^^ what fliaU I render 
unto Thee for M thy benefits ?" 

FosTON, ift month, 1785 — Though outward fe- 
panition, and other circumftances inherent to oar 
peculiar ftation$, may fometimes blunt the continual 
keennefs of natural afFedion ; yet the pure cement of 
true religious union being more durable in itsnature^^ 
and of a more preferving quality, it can never be di- 
minifhed, as our fpiiits become more and more in- 
fluenced thereby, and we fo transformed by the re- 
newings of the mind, as not only to prove what is 
the divine will concerning us, but to yield obedience 
to all its requirings. Under this holy and (piritual 
canopy is prefervation and peace; and whilft the car- 
nal mind and the wifdom thereof is perplexed, and 
expofed to almoft continual fluduation and difturb* 
ance, they that are gathered here, not from fpecu- 
lation, or the line of another's experience, but from 
a Tiving and heartfelt fenfe of the certainty of divine 
truth, can acknowledge, " we have a ftrong city,'* 
and that ^ falvation is appointed for walls and bul- 
warks/' Oh ! that we may more and more know 
our dwellings to be within this holy inclofure ; for 
the incorruptible inheritance is no where eUe to be, 
found, than in knowing the divine will, and doing 
it. 

DouGLASy IsLK OF Man, 7th month, 1785 — 
There is a love which I truft is ours, independent of 
vifible figns, and diftinguiflied by that freedom which 
the truth gives, whether it be in fpeaking or in being 
filcnt. The fubftance of true fricndfhip is hidden ; 
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imd it 18 not of a corruptible nature, if we keep it 
in its right foil. Though its branches are often cut 
down by the good Hufbandman, yet the ftump is 
£iftened, like that we read of, with a band of iron 
and brafs, in the tender grafs of the field ; and whef| 
we xenewedly experience that the Moft High reignetfa,^ 
it puts £:>rth again, and excellent dignity is added unto 
it. I feci, as I write, an affe£tionate nearnefs to you^ 
aifd oh ! may we all fo dwell under the dew of heaven^ 
. and the times and difpenfations appointed to pafs over 
MS, as that the joy of the Lord may fully become our 
ftrength ! 

Orange, near Charlemont, 8th month, 1785 
r-Perhaps this may find thee in fomc dcfolate place, 
where my fpirit falutes thee in the renewed feeling 
of fympathetick aiFed^on, and comfortable hope that, 
through the multiplied trials of thy day, and of the 
prefent journey, thou wilt be fecretly fupported with 
the arm of Omnipotence, and refreflicd after many 
weary fteps, with the ftreams of divine confolation j 
fo that thou wilt ftill be able to do all things, through 
Him that ftrengtheneth thee. 

My mind is much with thee and thy valuable 
companions, and fometimes I think I feel a fellow- 
fliip in fome of your fufFerings, not doubting but a 
meafure of them is mingled in the cup of your pre- 
fent fervice ; and why fhould it not be fo, when we 
confider the tribulated path of the great Matter, and 
that is enough for the fervant to be as his Mafter, 
and the difciple as his Lord. The wife purpofes of 
the great Potter are not always feen ; there are many 
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things in the procefs of forming the day, or a people 
to His praife, the neceffity whereof is not always 
inanifeft to thofe that ftand by; and I havo thought 
that in the line you are, have been, or may be led, 
fome amongft you may find openings to fervices, 
which not being found in the pages of paft expe- 
rif^nce, may occafion doubts and difmay, and perhaps 
31 profitable query. Hath the Lord done this ? yet it 
IS alfo profitable to remember, that it is not for the 
inftrqment to fay to him that ufeth it, *« What docft 
thou?" 

I do not wonder at your feelings in being fb fepa« 
rated in perfon from the vifib^e qhurch. I remember, 
though ip a lefs degree, fimilar impreffions which 
have never left me; and indeed my mind is comforted 
in finding an increafing attachment to, and value for, 
the precious fellowfliip of the brotherhood, though 
it is not always found in an entire fimilarity of prof- 
peds, and of ways and means of profecuting good, 
fo much as in an uniform, upright concern for the 
profperity of the caufe, which under the (hadow of 
heavenly inflrudion, is one of the beft cements that 
fellow travellers cai^ es^perience. We fhould be 
glad, in our paffing along, to find more of it ; and 
were this united engagement to appear in an honeft 
fearch into the real ftate of individuals, pf families, 
and of meetings, fome of Jericho's walls might &U 
in the conteft, and people's attention get turned to 
dcfolated Jerufalem. But it i$ a land of mifts and 
fogs, yea, in fome places, of clouds and of thick 
darknefs: may that over-ruling power which has it§ 
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mzfs in the deeps, difpel thefe temporary thingS| and 
^(her in a greater difplay of pure light ; that they who 
are engaged to work, and are appointed for it, may 
work in the light^ and fully approve themfelves chil- 
dren threof. 

Dublin, i ith niondi, 1785-Tl feel for . ' ^ 

and wifli her an increafe of faith, or a more free 
exercife of that which fhe has, that fo it may fully 
be accpmpanied with fuch works as tl^e gf eat Father 
of the ^ily has af&gned her^ Perhaps both ihe 
and I would fare better, did we look more inward 
^and lefs oi4tward in our reflexions upon ourfelves, and 
for every future fi^pply of wifdona and ftrength. It is 
furely a wonderful attainment to live by faith -, it is 
deep beyond human penetration, and feems to com- 
prehend all that is needful for a follower of Chrift 
to experience : but the trial of it remains to be more 
precious than that of gold, and preferable to the beft 
of our &cp]ties that we can fubftitute for it* Poor 
■ (he has often felt near to my life. It is the 

poor that c^n moft feelingly falute the poor, and dip 
with them in tbejr affli£Hon$, go with them to th« 
houfe of mourning, and, when the holy anointing 
|s poured forth, rejoice together in hope. 

F06TON, xft month, 1786— I hope that'county Is 
by this time profitably vifited, or rather the feed 
therein, a place where I once thought it was the 
hardefl to find (however in myfelf) of any I was 
ever in. But places and perfons alter , and where 
death moft reigned, perhaps life may now moil emi- 
nently abound i and life is never more acceptoble 
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than when it fucceeds a totd death; nor light, than 
when it fprings out of the greateft obfcurity. To 
dwell with that which teaches to die daily, and to be 
preferved from the fleep of camaf death, is an attain- 
ment I fometimes covet ^ but fleQi and folood would 
rather be fuftained with a little of yefterday's manna, 
and retain a former cvridence of life, than undergo, 
from day to day, in religious fervices, the confliding 
cxercife of being buried in baptifm, though it is 
bleifed with the refurreflion of divine virtue and 
power : ^nd the reafon I apprehend is, becaufe no fleih 
can glory herein 5 it therefore oppofes this work, and 
the refifting of this oppofition with the little ftrength 
we have, truly oc^afions a continual warfare to the 
Chriftian traveller.— The prefent is a fcene of 
conflift and probation ; but when we arc ftrertgth* 
ened to look over it, to that glorious habitations 
whofe walls are falvation, whofe gates are praife, and 
whofe inhabitants no more fay they are fick ; there 
is fomethihg fo animating in the profpe£t, that we 
are willing to endure all things to attain it. Let us 
then take courage in hope, and faithfully endeavour 
to do our prefent beft. 

KetleV, 4th month, 1786 — We have often con- 
verfed about friends in Ireland, and felt the glow of 
true love therein; which, though not much exprefled 
to themfelves,- is yet a living fpark in all our breads, 
which many waters cannot quench ; nor will long 
feparation be able to erafe thofe epiftles wflich are 
written by the finger thereof, and in which there is 
a liberty fometimes allowed for the fpirit to meditate,^ 
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With a degree of firengthening coofolation ; ^fpect- 
ally wheii) by the cleamefs of the charaders, we find 
one another as fellow pilgrims, travelling after the re«» 
furredion of pure life, and making fteady advances 
towards that city which hath foundadons. Upoa 
this objed I fometimes fix my eye, with renewed 
refolutions, through holy help, to preis forward 
through the difficulties of the prefent fcene, and to 
count all things but as drofs and dung that I may win 
Chrift, and be found in him ; not having on my own 
righteoufnefs, but the righteoufnefs of fiuth in Chrift, 
that thereby I may attain the refurre£lion of His 
power, the fellowfbip of His fufFerings, and be made 
conformable to His Death. The fpirit is willing 
thus to endure, but the flefh and its inherent pro-* 
peniity to eafe, creates a warfare, wherein I fome- 
tinKS fear, both the natural and heft life will intirely 
fall. 

Cardiff, 5th month, 1756— We are fometime* 
like pilgrims whofe faith and patience are at a low 
ebb ; and were it not for the gracious condefcenfioit 
of Him who regardqth even the fparrows, and whofe 
arm of everlafting ftrength is underneath in feafons 
of droc^ing and difmay, we fhould be ready at times 
to faint ; but it is the renewings of holy help that 
become ftrength in weaknefs to thofe that put their 
truft in it ; and is a prefent fufficiency when we are 
not able to provide for ciurfelves. May thou be fully 
grounded in this truft, that thereby, in times of dif-i» 
couragement and fifting, thy ftability may endure, 
and thy experience increafe in the knowledge that all 
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things work together for good, to thofe that truly 
love the appearances or manifeftations of the divine 
will. 

I believe thou knoweft that I dearly love thee^ 
and^ I may add, have felt fweet unity with thy ipirit $ 
and therefore hope ever freely to pour into thy mmd 
any little hints which may in that love revive towards 
thee. And now, as thou haft put thy h^nd to i 
good work^ let me fay, look riot back : and when 
the certaiilty of thy being rightly anoihted for it is 
withdrav^m, whi(:h is no uncommotl trial, look not 
then to the fentiments df others for fupport and eh- 
couragement; but labour after true quiettide and 
patience of foul, whereby thou mayeft, with com- 
fortable afTurance, ih the right time^ have thy head 
raifed in hope, and thy growth in religious experi- 
diices be lefs fuperiicia], than I fear is often the cafe 
even with thofe who have been put forth by the hea- 
venly fhepherd. There is no confolation^ Ho eon- 
fidence, wifdom, dr ftfength, like that which pro- 
ceeds from the deep and hidden fprihg, whereuntor 
we muft learn to dig, if cVer we are rightly grounded 
in the work of fanftiiication : and as the divine will 
is our fanftiiication, if we obey it; be not flack iii 
furrendering thyfelf thereto; I write not thefe things 
from art apprehenfion that thou needeft them inore 
than others, for my fentiments of thee are Very dif- 
ferent $ but I wi(h thee to fet out independent of 
any inftrumental help, except that which is fent from 
the fountain of purity ; and to look to ho example 
further than is conftftent with the holy pattern^ 
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LiSKBAKD) 7th month, 1786— I remember it is 
fiud, that even ^^ when the fons of God met together^ 
Satan came alfo amongft them 1'' fo that if he did fo 
again, it was no new thing, and we are inftruded by 
the angel how to deal even with him ; not to bring 
a railing accu£ition, but patiently, and with Chrif- 
tian fortitude, to commit the great caiife to that 
power which can protect it, and rebuke the adver^* 
iary^ but not in our way, and in our time i for it is in 
general moft eminently difplayed when the creature 
is reduced, and nothing left in us that can boaftingly 
exult even over Satan himfelf* To behave burfelves 
wifely in the church, humbly and watchfully to fear 
meddling with things too high for us^ things into which 
our minds are not renewedly baptized, is a care which 
I wiih we may ever prefervej for herein a godly 
jealoufy over ourfelves and our own fpirits, will help 
to centre us in that meeknefs for which the paths 
of true judgment are appointed, will give a right 
feeling of what is oppofition to the truth, and what 
is not, and how to ufe the armour of light i which^ 
when rightly put on in meetings for difcipline, un- 
folds the fimplicity of truth, and diftovers the pure 
difinterefted foundation of thofe who are engaged to 
contend for the faith. It is becoming the nobility 
of the caufe of righteoufnefs, to fee its warriors fo 
unfeeling of peribnal oppofition, as to return good 
for evil, and patiently to endure all things, feeking 
an opportunity to blefs, by candidly opening each 
others underftandings, and then generoufly forgiving* 
There is no doubt, but that, in our fociety, if the 
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root and ground of Ouriftian difcipline in ourfelvcfs 
were attained to» and abode with, m^tings for d(cf 
promulgation of it in the general, would be oiord 
owned by their members being baptized by one ^i*^ 
rit into one body, and more crowned with diat life 
which is peculiarly in referve for thofe) who have 
been faithful to die death of the ci^ofe in them- 
felveSi 

I am often humbKngly eonvinced^ that whatever 
I do in the facred offices Of the church, if it be the 
fruit of fpeeulation^ a lively imagination, or only a 
defire to render myfelf ufeful^ however fuitable it 
may feem^ yet npt proceeding from fome little in- 
fluence of the holy anointing, which lets me fee my- 
felf with others, it is fure to leave a painful corroding 
fenfe upon my own mind, which I am afraid I havd 
fometimes charged others with being ihe caufe of, 
rather than myfelf. Ifhus danger appears on every 
hand, except we are watchful and humble ; but ^ the 
humble the Lord teacheth of his waysj and the meek 
he guides in the paths of judgment : ^< thy gentle- 
nefs (£ud David) hath made me great/' 

RsDRdTH^ 8th month, 1786—^1 fee abundant oc- 
cafion to watch the fpring in myfelf from whence my 
rejoicings and depreffions come. Self is a fubtil 
enemy, infinuating itfelf into the company of the 
pureft intentions, and approved fervices^ claiming a 
Ihare of their peace, and of the fpoil of the moft 
righteous victories over every enemy but itfelf. A 
furnace, hciwever, is wifely prepared for gold, where 
this drofs difcovers itfelf by feparation ; fo that if we 
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ftlre iealwft enou^ to get rid lif li^ #e ihtiil lte« 
qiiently nture to die teft) fubmit to mhat^ntr 4e%fpm 
of piirifiottioa (he great Refiner fees meet, mA 
ehtcffilUy etidiire hardnefs undd- EBs >graei0usi:pitv 
leAiogpoirkri For^ actordiag. to mf caupettma^ I 
tfkt tUd redem|ildon of tbe pure Bfe fr<mi all felF* 
feekkigs, to leqaire the clofeft combsi, and moft In* 
Hcpid ^berfismemnce of a Ghrifiian, in order to gaih 
meds to thi^river which ngtakesghuithe city c^Ood, 
aod to inherit the promifrs of the go^i in ihieir 
o#n puiky ) where the edge of many forrows ami 
trials is hlimted} when thej have nothing to ftrifee 
at but helj humility. O it is a bleflbd experitoce 
Which my foul fervently craves i I fometimes ttiric 
I gain a Jtttle ground towards it, whtin a difco^ery 
of its aniknating glory, fabftatitcd feedings and im^ 
peegnahle defence, is made to my underflandingi but^ 
on SmUn^ how little capacity I have to reeeive thfftgs 
genuindy &vine, the ackAoin^edgment is readily 
itaade, that I know nothing as I ought to know^ 
Which is only attained by an experimental growth 
and efbbliflMnent ^letn} nd yek fhort of thta I 
fiMnethnes deiire to find no nft. 

FosToiiy iocfa month, lySS-^Expdrtence teaches 
ttS| that it is not always we are capable of even enjoy^ 
ing that good and profitable commiuiion which^ by 
virtue of the key of David, is ftimetimte opened for 
our prefcnt refreffament and encovragemehtj in ouir 
path of deep proving and im)uent difinay s much left 
of fb rafting in tt^ aS dways to be ready for the 
expicffion of thoTe thhigft which ^e not at our com* 
a A 
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-ouukL I conclude Haou knoweft that ■■ Itaf 

been fomettme in a low deprefled £tiiattoa q[ mmir 
but her company had a (ayour in it» of which flbe 
herfelf was not fenfibley as is generaUy the cafe with 
thoTe who are under the moft unmixed difpenfirtioatf 
of purifying virtue. That ftate wfaeiein all fenfe of 
comelineft is taken away^ and under which we are 
clothed, as the prophet Daniel thought himfeif, with 
corruption^ is that which appears to me the taotk 
acceptable, and no doubt is the beft prepared tc^ 
receive the language of, ^^ Arife, thou art greatly 
beloved of the I«ord ;*' the chaftening of thefe har«^ 
ing been feen, and their nutny mournings beard^ by 
the gracious ear of the Lord of Sabaotbw How dif* 
ferent would things be aoiongft us as a people, if all 
thoie who wiih to be coniidered a^ under the divine 
forming hand, and who are ready to ftep into ferviccy 
^ere but enough emptied, and their beauty Aatned 
in their own eyes ! Many ipacious buildings on % 
fandy foundation, would then be dirown down, and 
there woidd be more exercife and care in learch of 
the immoveable Rock of ages, which really in many 
places feem grievoufly negleded* My profpeds arc 
often mournful when I look at myfdf i there weak* 
nefs and inexperience in fome necefiary refinementsr 
are forrowfuHy manifeft i and on taking m view of 
the ftate of the vifible church, we fee many of its 
members fo difeafed that they cannot perform their- 
allotted fundions, nor edify the body, diough they 
retain their places there* The redeemed £uiAified 
•qburch bow fmall ! and in what a wildernefs Aaie ! 
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&6 that to look at burfeWes,' tt the degeneiato, or at 

the preferred churchy minifters difcouragetneot^ .and 

thews us the neceffitj of turning ouriattenttiiaanot 

thtr way; inwanl^ Jnftead df outward, aod there 

Wluting far die renewing^ of that power by which 

the worlds were made, and receiving fupjilief for 

fpifitiial wants at the fifft almigh^ Hand^ 

I 'SHtfTiBLD, ift month, 1787^— Your joint affe^^ 

tionate fidMation came duly JSo itiy hands, and :wjth 

the fympadiy eacpreflfed in if, aflfbrded mcalitdeof 

thai coAfdation which the drooping mind' fometimes 

'long» t<^ partake of, when meditsting on its own 

sireakneft and unworthinefe of the- renewed prooft 

of frit^ly regavdf and Chriftian fcllowfhip. It is 

pleaiant indeed for bfTethren to dwell together in 

unity ; and O that, in order to retain this mark of 

difcipleihtp, out eye toay be fingle ! for this kads to 

•^ commiinMm ftiU more excellent and pure^ than that 

which we enjoy with each other in this mixed ftatib 

-of things, even a communion with the light which 

difcotFers all things, and is the life of thofe that believe 

'ki it* Tes i do know your path, ahd that it is a 

<iribulated one : may you mn your race therein with 

patience^ for^ tribulation 'wturfceth patience, ps^ 

.tience expericm??^' and' experience hope^ and hope 

rmaketh notaihamed^ becau((^'^eloveof God, (axid 

•^not of ourfelves) is ihed abroad in our hearts."! Here 

is- a foundation, wfaieh the gates of hell cannot pre« 

vail againft, and which, as ive keep to it, will pre- 

fferve us from being foon fbzktnin mind, or troubled 

:M^th'thofe changeabie'diings which in the mutk^ 

2 A a 
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0ttr pygrioMge may be£d «• I hope you irfl) totu 
tinue to keep in your remembrance a poor fitdo 
fitter^ befet with itsny difcoun^;ements, ami lifted 
^tb many fearft and iIoii()ting% paMicidady faTpcA^ 
Ing our fiittfre movements | fcr I endeavour wbat I 
can to ]fi$m die ifaii^ that are behind* 

TtiotL^Ej 4tfamondi^ i^Sy^Yotfrcomplmy wat 
fdraTant to us^ and die cemembi^nce m( yott is (Of 
and I truft will cootinae as loi^ ai the fiaeeieeiigg^^ 
ment of our minds is to be Iraackes in the ^Wm 
Yim* Tbougl^ feparaSely and unitadyi^ we mqr 
txpefiencft th« chilling Uafts of wintet^ ^ fed duf 
drynefs and ftrtppednafe paeidiar So dmt feafim; ytf 
learning in the fehad of C3>iift, ia every ftale lo he 
content^ and perceiving wtfb intirieafing claarnelsy 
where the fiip remfiuns^ we can rejoice theceint and 
fidule eaah odier in true poverty cf fpirit. 

BftooQHTOK^ in Lincolnihifei 4th nMSthy 1787-^ 
I received a kind encouragiiq; letter from thee fano 
months ago, whe% with many others, I was about 
the remains of our dear friend ■ i # We had 
been paying, for a few days before, the laft oflieoe of 
friendihip to him, and wece witneflEes t& the awfid 
conflids of his ^irit^ in ftmgglingf after many years 
dHbbedienee to the opemngs of truth, for that eternal 
peace for which his foul was poured ftut^ lifcf ^ 
and his bones firmed out of joint $ hot dimio t 
pa£on was near^ through the efficacy of g e n eww t 
vifitation, to gather into the heavenly garoer« Tlie 
fealbn was altpgedier fo deeply afFeAing to my mkd$ 
^Skh was bw and depreflcd when I wtnt^ and I got 
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h tnvdived in the gloofny paflSiges of death dirough 
ivfakh he bad pafild, tfeit it feemed as if manydr* 
fcumftances attending my continuance in mntabflity^ 
werelofl: in the profped of that folemn period wherein 
morisdity muft be put off* But on reading that part 
of ''thy letter wherein dioa ikycttj that m thy hte 
ilinefs, tl^ hope was abundantly confirmed in tfa^ 
livnfible power of an endlefs life, I was fiivdared 
Inth a little glimpft of die faints inheritance, which, 
$t times, has rtvired ever fince, as a cordial to^my 
mind ; for in the comfe of divine wifdom, the Hsind 
of ^{dion, gnd deep ^trltual probatio|i, has laiii 
fteadily upon me for many months. Thoii wouldft 
hear of a^i illneis I had at Sbeii^ld, which occafioned 
)ny dear htrfliand's hafty rettim^ Kfy dwelling, for 
|bme timp, iecmed to be ac the ga(es of death both 
IpiriCmdIy and ii^ndly ; behig in that ftate vfhtrein 
I could % widi 0ie fpoufe, tiiat <^ I fought him whqni 
my fool lovethi yea^ I fought him upon my bed, and 
(bund him not ;" yet fbfs invifibte Ann being under* 
neath, was gradoufly revealed in an acceptable time^ 
trfaen, throifgh fere tributadon, srrefigned framtf of 
min^ became more my ei^perience, 

lYMSy $th momh) i787-r!lf (Ihe right tiling <faes 
]>ut prevail in the approaching fqlcmnity, it may be a 
dme 0$ healing. Thofe >fhofe fpiritual fiurulties are 
dive' in tbe tr^th, can hardly fiiil of beginning td feel 
W'e^tcde op that account i and x^o doubt it is ne« 
celfinry that it flionld be fo, in order to prepare and 
reduce die mixids of friends tQ a ftate of child-like 
fmpffipity, and tbat abafedhefs of fclf^ which (sndureth 
•2 A 3 
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all fhijigS) hath nothing tolofe^ and therefore, iiritl|' 
Chfiilian firmnefs, re]oicetb in that trl^ilation, haf 
which the pure lowl^feed of the; kingdom tiitu&phs 
in overcoming evil by that which is good* Thoif 
and others have fud. to drink manj bitter cups in 
thai: place ]^ and it may bf ^t, through patient per- 
(eyeranop in well-doing^ in (ec^e^ fufferinKwith ^ 
feed, mai^xtaining the ^itb in that pqwer through 
t¥hipb miracles are ftill wrought, the day Is approach? 
ing, wherein that life which is ti\i^ light of men may 
Ijecome more CQnjfpkuoufly the crown and diadem 
pf our aiT^mb^es^' and of the (eryi^es performfsd \^ 
^e churghfi 

\. WELLiNGBORoypH, 5th month, f 787^^1 re<;eived 
fhy letter, and was pleafed to hear from thee,, though 
ffae acc9unt of thy health, &c; was not fo favourable 
as might bewifhed; but I hope that after thou.fet 
piF.^om home, and becinte refigned to what had 
fometime appe^ed right, thou- would revive both in 
jbiody and mind. I hare if equejfitly knowi^ it to b^ 
the cafe with myfelf, having been often wprfl juflt 
pefote fetting out, when the mind mjqls depre^ed wit^ 
the weight of future engagem^ts, and loaded with 
Ithe fenfe pf its- owa exceeding gceat weaknefs, and 
inability tp do any good i and at the f^me time, hav** 
ing the comfortable enjoyment of diyine help veiled 
till the needful feafon. This experience was. never 
more confirmed to me than in the prefect Journey» 
'iiov the fufficiency of that arm^^ which remains to b^ 
4nighty to fave, is flrength in our weaknefs, and.f 
-prefent helper in the needful time. If we are but 
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fiivoured in ouc future fteppiogs^ to inereafe in this 
iKperience, our trials which are in the way to it will 
wot be too heavy, in comparilbn of that pure confo* 
ladoa which they produce ; and »$- we are endea^ 
irouring (all of ns I hope) to move forward in a line 
of fisaplicity and faithfalneft to what we apprehend is 
li^t, do not let u& add to our difficulties, by admit- 
ting carnal reafonings> and taking too much thought 
for to-morrow; but rather labour after that great 
attainment of livii^ one day at once. 

Clonauu, 6th month> 1787-v-You will fee bjr 
ihe foregoing, ths^ we are arrived at the intended 
place of our abode, and have ventured to afk at laft 
^r a recQuiniendatipn from our friends of the monthly 
meeting, I truft it is with di Adence» and the humb* 
ling fenfe that we are liable to err, that we take this 
ftep ; and yet, as it appears in the way to peace, it 
is no doubt fafeft to take it, and alfo mofl confiftenC 
with good order. We wifb not to get from under 
that difpofitton which, in the feeling pf creatureljr 
weaknefs, <$ fear^ always," left the fubtle, trans** 
forming enemy ihould beguile us, induce to eat of 
that wbioh is not good, aqd h^gjpt a confidence in 
iMir own ftrength apd fuffi^ieocy to prpiervc our* 
feUres. A felf-rigbteous fpirit is greatly to t»e drcadedi 
^nd thoiigh a flate of doubting $|n<l difcQun>g«menC 
is attended with mpny more forrows^ yet if the ftitb 
fem^n unihafcen, it is at times refirdQied with, that 
jMXcious dew> ai)d the fpringing up oi that well of 
\ifcj which make amcods for all> fecretly replenilh 
the drooping, yet waiting mind, and. entourage it to 
a A^ 
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pfdsrfoiimxlin the ^wbifh the yukiird's eye hsat^ 
nor fe«n, nor aaj. natucal fiercct^efs ever trodden 
tbceeisi. Well 1 1 trsftifo muoh ifvie imy fiiy^ thiti om 
iBindfii feice leading £ngiaiid> have been bowed In 
contnttcta beftxe Uin vA^ fees in feoree^ and'imM^ 
fibaiettine$« m a cpitet dependaoce upon l^ts sdaughi^ 
AnH) rather definng to be &fbinad in oMcurity, than 
to be accQuntedany thing. aaongfl men. 
* CtOKMBXL, 8di month, x78^-—Your joint fiJtita^ 
fion ^s truly acccficable ; for though our love was 
not lefiened, yet the fenfible feeling of. it, on reading 
your iMter, was comforting, to us^ and flrengtUened 
the deftre^ that- neither heights nor depdis, thit^ 
|fiefent> nofp dungs to come, may ever be able to 
feparate us, either from the ]ove of- ihe great Shepu 
bard, or from ^y <^' his ftithfiil ftoeb; of wfeach 
number^ qiay we, beloved friends, appfove ourfebfes 
faisdl humility and godly care, endi^ring hardneft as 
good^ f^ers of JoTus (%rifly and not in oiur wHIs 
tnfangiin^ ourfelves with the aiffairs of this lift-; but 
ftdeitig' above all things to pleafe Him who hath 
0er<ii(iilly calkd us« into the fpiritual. war&re. AH 
|K)or » I indeed h any thti^ that denotes the 

entrance of the wolf, feems to touch my tende/eft 
fselingrs becauie tl6it little part of the great Shep* 
tatrd^S ft>ck has be^ peculiarly vifited^ and their 
weMaro'the olyoft of^my frequent and fervent* Iblici-* 
tud*. Ob' what need there is of^watchfiilneis !* truly 
the-wolf^cometh td tearca|id:dd!lroy, though, inordet 
t» deceive, he may ptlt^on die flleep*-8 clothing: (6 
that nothing' bet-tbe truelis^t oan difap^ the bidden 
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UncM kaying a^ ivttife c<wxitt99 that the 4Ntiiiftiiaad 
ift M of ble4bi0S and tb«t mt rfigl cecnfcrtft depcadi 
9ot fe Qwch iQWMi oiA(w«ni circiM»iUncm» .m oft that 
My attr^ve iafliicace^ whtch at tinMf gtekmfljr 
Itpeoft a Ba^g^ ^ ^ iMmUod mtii4 out «£ tht 
H^MabpTi and dilcoiiragemeiits of the prcfitaa.tiBOKi 
in0 a fUlQ roftmbling the green pafturea of Mk^ 
j^ enables ta lie down in iftiet xttfi^aatian at befidb 
^ ftiU waters I leaving fiitttre events^ vfhm vt 
haiFe deae our beft, to that y^wer wbid^ can* tun 
the wildemeft into a fieuk&l fidd» and caufr.the 
b^ithi field to he covntod far a fimft. Wlsn this 
good is i»effcifiilly' near, and we asa ikvouoed. wbh 
die cowsfon cemfiMlB of 11% diere ou^ eci^ he a 
gratefiil, ackrwrledgmcBt: theraoi^ as wsli ar oihe^ 
^ent retiiras* 

C&oMMai^. 8th. moBlh^ ijij ««^Tfaf brQdmijr 
ialutatiM atnfirmeij a hope I had qH ailaiue d». that 
these lipied in^bothi ous minds' fllch.a^degBBe <tf *ue 
lojiFe» as^that whetherine thuA eonyerfdliDgciktri^dr 
fii9t^ we ihould n«nF«Btherl^s.be ftmaiitisd to* fteLoaa 
Mother in ous sefpeSiv^ lots, and eaicpesMnee the 
tfutb of that filjFing*. ^ Deep utseredi uiH* dcep»f* 
My dweUingt in general^ has feemed fo much in 
twilight,, that meditadoa ftiited mt^ better thas 
a^on, and the increafe of my- acqiiaiotance with 
the evevlafting Fsiemi^ whofe name is Wondsriui, 
^md whofe works areinconceivaUy fa to the natttrai 
minc^ has feemed an enjo3rment of: the very efleaec 
of all fiiendihipi. In feafoi^Si of awfol> reliMnlNttv 
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fiace I -^dfne this time ta-diis bud, my fpif it ImhI 
iaiiited the fcw iathcfS) the > brethren and fifters, 
jsa^ and the iiiftrttdc»r9 too, whofe counfel is' ^tbe 
cKHfnfid ^ truth, and vhoTe joj h in its proQ>erit}r. : 
and O! that my flcppiifgs-amongft yeu, may be 
fti^h as'to' bring no diflionoin', nor <be the iKcaftak 
flf ftaiftblicigtaany ! I wi(h to be the aoflipanion^o| 
fuch as Ailhfiilly and fecretly labour for the m^ 
oreaitng fU'evalenoe of go/pel -power; that^ fe^ 
ihroogh its purifying and ian^iiyin^ opera^om, 
erery work may be wtought ; and become an obje£k 
o£the bleffing which makes truly rich. Tributa- 
tions.are undoubtedly the lot of all^ who are feddng 
mfoliiom their Lord and Mailer in the Regenemtton $ 
butHe iriko knows what they fland in- netfd of, in 
His <«vi>.dae and appointxri thnie,. revealtf to themi 
His confohtions, if they are willing .to diirt de^ 
enough. ifor them |t for fhou knMeft it is in the 
defepsr lisat ^wonders are 'ii^n,.ahd"pearI»*procttred«. 
if Ikmwahtfwsopot intowonls^ the variety of 
my fentimenlis and feelings fince coming to«<SIoiy« 
md, Che freedom I feel with ^ee rather ^rgte»ttio 
to ir$ bat4ot»««9«^ <k ocher,^ they fe^m enHtoped 
in an^undefigiledTecrecy^ and w^enevei^^I^ittenlpt^fd 
'Unfold, there is a fudden reftraint, lihe the turning 
of a dcmWe 1o«1e^, add a trtfe and ^ra^ious 'Ihtiiiia- 
tion, to keep in my tenk The- Lold H9 flffc tettf rf 
Jacob, Howtdefinible is' ft tfcftt to^ Be-of thr Wrdl- 
ling feed, thc<*Jew'%il¥ard) ^*f^'^tf tirc^fhcriiM 
that worfhip God iti fpirit,^ r^t^okt in Chrt# J^fli^ 
fuid havo no confidence iif the flbfli:^^ for^bdb| 
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SsffswiAg.m whom they htkvt believed^ have the i^ 
fttge ^ the fighteou$ lo floe' to $ and being, fhui 
tncdfcifed fltnd ^Mrouved, ao matter how littl<; and 
4ioipie fucb appear, how tiHioh they, feel their own 
vcakjieis, nor how prpftrate they lie at' the feet of 
/^ir M^fter, where, with reverent attentioa His 
giacioos words are heard and iretetved* I have 
often ftaied that, for want of £udi enough herein^' 
^nd a. patient waiting, in theabaiement of fetf^ fior 
the renewed revdatuu) of lhe divine will, the cmery^ 
ing forward of the JUord's work, both in individual^ 
in the vifible churchy and in the ^arth in general^ 
ihould be retarded $ and thoTe defignei to be the 
inftrifments thereof fliould forbear i» follow the 
Lamb threugb iiifieriog, and to igbt under His 
iMuiner; fliould iofe that hope which itiaketh not 
alhamed,- becaufe the love of God is flicd abroad- in 
jthe heart ^ and caft away their Ihield, as though it 
liad not been anointed. Well ! may we profit by 
thefe confideiatiom ; and looking forward beyond 
ihe things that are feen which are temporal, to the 
lUngs that are not ieeo which are eternal,, bold {9& 
piK tmhf and the profeffion of it without wav^rin^ 
ftieiBg that i)e is £ijthliil who hath merfrifiilly caUr 
isd us. 

I obferve thy configmnent of a few. lovdiy (dants 
fo my care ; but hoping and believing tliat they are 
divinely cared lor, and are already ta^bl wi^ere.to 
(eek their own breaid, I feel particularly' cautious of 
being the means of drawing their attention to any 
l^ilfoe of comfort or inftru^lion, inferior to. tfaat 
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which has been opened in tbe fecret of tibeir 0Wn 
Ibiils. I wifli them to^ be more and more tc^afanedl 
Ifkh, and fingly to rejciico in, the roice of dMdr 
beloved; and I know this is alt thou eoveteft for 
them. But we muft both allow* that vifited minds 
are (bmetiaies in danger of feitting and rafting ik 
feeondbycontblatioim^ by placing an undue depend* 
nnce upon the inftrument of their goody and being 
thus prevenltd from getting down to ^6fe nether 
Iprii^ where, with pare and humble rejoicing, 
die fpirrt draweth waler,andno flefll glories, I do not 
snean that tbefe dear girls are in any danger <tf being 
too siudi ascacbed to me ;• be^nfe they have nei- 
ther occafioin eo be fo^ nor are fe unwMt) but 
though I io¥e diem, and have sfprriiended myfcif 
conftrained to demonftrate it, yet my own ftale ge^ 
aeraHy Ms an bbjed of the compaOow and fya^ 
padiy of the fecUeft traveller a^ion-wards ; ami this 
confciouihefr makes me keep mvch at home, aqd 
moftly in my chamber, where ttas fweec fimety of 
my beloved R. O. and our truly valiiabte ■ ■ ^ 
fends hMck, now and then, a;^rifiing figh, nad iivgea 
me to n^inftpcr my Jileffings; letting befbre me the 
oomfbrmbio enperience of the Apoftlt, iSfcicbJ am 
zealottfly preffing after, that of learning << in alMlalm 
to be coMient.*' We h»re been iai^oured ifiA many 
epiilohry viTtts (nxn our friends in^Bnglam^ which 
are not uidsbo Ikrie brooks by'tho wky i bat ab, we 
may fie by them tili:they:dry ^pr ^iiovMmryOomibm 
they are in iheir proper placcs« 
ChOtmjLLj 9thmottdiy 1787 --* Every bleflfaig is 
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41 Ae dMpoAl of ttnerrii^ wiflom ; «nd tm trM 
tt^ofments are generally propottimecl to ibe rofig^ 
«atioQ our minds attain, to funender whatever w^ 
foSkft to the tvciings of the diWne handy conntinf 
nothing tfiily good bnt vfaat is purified by it* Thia 
is a ftate which fweetena die bit3Mteft oupSi and Ibea 
beyond Ae tranfient grati&cationa of a worldly 6^ 
fet§Kdai fpirit ; and is only arriired at by a fin|^ 
attention to» and huniUe waiting and dcpondanoa 
ipon» the fecret monitions of die fpirit of tnisb. 
*-J^leafiint profpefts, or enj<^micnts of any kind| 
ale often much veiled from my view^ or flndad 
with a gitooni) which the fidlncy of fauoaan judgmentf 
and the fiitility of all natural gcatificariona, xatt 
npon the nioft lively and lawful ideas: havings 
thetefoce, fixed our eye npon one glorious obyoA, 
O may it be prrferved fingle to the end of dm 
race ! that our running Imag mdi pstiencei and 
the ttef» we take attekided with light at die fimOiing 
of the work affigncd us^ we may then be indiiputaUy 
convinced, that having had no continuing city hcre^ 
we have found one which hath foundations. 

CioMMEL, 9th montkf 1787 — As the pfefent 
fcene is, confiftent with die nature of things 
chequered. with a variety of cifcumftances and fed* 
ings, we muft endeavour after dmt fortification of 
^irit, which fo endures all things as to profit by 
them, and render ourfelves objeAs of die care of the 
great Shqpheid. Juft to arrive at an atftainmcnt cl 
this kind| is nearly all our drooping minds are led 
to defir% without any extiaordiaary easections for 
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csnjoyfliiBmi mit? of the line of divine a[^pointm<0ne> 
I fcem, at fiHies, more and more encompafled wMf 
4lottb(s and fears j faith is often deeply tried, and 
fiieh depreffiwis i6r a Kttle tt^ik come x^er mey 
Aat coftfcibus of having ventured, at the call, to 
wait a» on the 4ea, and the fapporting evidence 
ivtthdrawn, tnf fecrec cry refembles poor Pettt^* 
whtn he Md^' ^ &we Lord dr I perifh/' Nothing; 
&ortof diviile compaCon, and the renewed exten« 
fion of holy help, can ftrengthen us to prefs fbrwar<f 
witb acceptance through the few fueceeding pro- 
hations of our day, and open in us that eye of falfli 
which) looking beyond them all, brightens at the 
glory that (ball be revealed unto thoTe, whofe gar-- 
oients have been waflied and made white by the 
fpkit and power of the Lamb, There is fcimething 
in us fo prone to fettle down at eafe in profperity, 
that without fome fatherly chaftifements, we might 
forget from whom we receive our fpiritual and tern** 
poral bleffings« 

Clonmel, lOth month, 1787 — My mind, ort 
returning, and fince, was favoured with a fecret 
humble truft that I was not out of the way of my 
duty, in accompanying to Ennifcorthy and Carlow, 
nor in leaving you at the latter place ; though my 
fiay afterwards in Waterford was not unaccom<* 
panied with that mortification, wherein no ficfh can 
glory, - and which was, no doubt, in mercy, dif^ 
penfed to us, to keep the poor vefTel in fuch a degree 
of fan£^ffication and honour, as to be at all fit for 
iiie-in the ipiritttal family* I conclude that I need 
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auice Q^ this kind .of di(penfiitiofts dvin othfiiVy ibe»- 
4»ufe I dunk more of thiera Mh to my lot, .which 
^oves,. there U. xnfwt to niorttiy. .fist though I 
o%Q imagMpftAkyielf ready to iaiitt^yet ray ienreot 
prajtw is that I may not utterlyi .but .xather . be 
ftfPlgtbened ? to endurs the crofs^ and ddlgifo the 
fl^me o^rcceatur^ly abafementi lopking to the Aii»> 
tbpiii-pf aU true &ith« for fiidi renewed fupplies'ss 
IQ ftetr laffly through this uacertaia Arte of betng^ 
IMidtfor abiliiyy in the due and appoiiyled time» to 
fioiflxtbe wifialy allotted portioaof work^ .in ceve* 
rent 4q^eodaoce that. that which is tight, and 
abundantly dBore than we defenre, will be merciAiHy 
recompenfedr - 

'■ In the finrvice wherein diou art now engaged, I 
tmft help will not fail of being afforded in the need- 
ful time, fo as to give you all -abundant cauie hum- 
bly to acknowledge in the winding up of your viilt 
that ye have lacked nothing* Perhaps the line of 
your proceeding, as to paffing from place to (rfacei 
is right ; but fonie way my mind follows you with a 
fort ot regret, that more time was not allowed to 
have vidted, if truth had opened the way, the la-f 
mdies of friends in the ftation of minifters and 
elders* There is, much truth in a common (ayingt 
that, the work which is well done^ is twice done 1 
and though this may be found the more mortify- 
ing and arduous part of the fervice, yet the necef- 
jity and propriety of it being great, the peac^ refult* 
ing from, faithfiil labour therein, would no doubt 
have been proportioned. But this fc^ms Ukp an.uA, 
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kAoMr hinti aiiil do not know tnf nfetkwtfrtff 
belli dropptogiC^ caooept bf Way of prcSmt to id 
#blcnMion I was about to mako» thut Mends uport 
fdigious vifits oAea appear to be ctampod ia *ei# 
paffing lioiQ^ from aiiorc of homaa pnuknce wtrfoii 
diAates their makiiig a long ftring of tppohfUacfrtSy 
peilu|Ni aeceediag wtait k percemd by the eye <lf 
kiA: ihus fbeyr maybepfeirented findi a pp r ov ing 
limnlelves thoTe £npie^ htimbld ^ttd#ci» of thtf 
gteat Mdber^ which in the fincerity of teh* 6wii 
hearts thcy^ hare eameftiy defiroi to be. Whether 
this proceeds from the wmt of &idi ia iodmduabi 
or lltt «ndifeeraed iniuence of gemnd cuftom, I 
know not i but certainly it is a (afe and hidden path 
which the Chriftian tiaweller walks io, idlle% ia no 
le^oa, he defires to take the lead^ but i^fignediy 
gives himfdf iq> to be led| ftep by flep» dirodgh the 
difficirities of bis diotfeed Kae of fervico. 

CLOifaisi.i nth mQlld^ lySj^^l recdirod this 
nforningi with cooiibrt^ die long retuned token of 
thy affeAion $ and can afiiire theel am poor enou^ 
to enter^ with heart«*felt ^rmpalhy« into the fitlmtiott 
thou defcribeft: poflSefing nothing whereon to buiid 
hopes of dirine aoDeptance, unl^ renewed by the 
creative word of Ommptftence, and repleaiflied 
with ftreogth to hold on my way. Let us not 
then caft away our oenfidence^ nor condlide ov« 
felves unproficably tried, when we fee oorfebcs as 
we are I bat rather rqotoe in this tiibufaiciany ari 
tempution o> call in queftion all that felfiAi pro* 
prietyi which hwnan nature wouM fiibt% fttfl|ift 
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Vo lis «ft wnNi^ht by the heavenly Hartd^ Count it 
sdl jdj that tbou art fo elothod wiib a 6cm fttiTf 
uf carruptioi^ und art ftnfible of thy dwn inc»- 
pwty to do any good thing ) and rath^ defire to 
live long under thefe humbling iiiipreffion$9 Aati to 
be taken %vHiij fiocii all opportunity of magnifying 
Uiat *^ grace^ by which tbou arc what thou art»" 
poor as tlK>tt tkiidbeft thyTeUi Should we be ibdifli 
enough to think We know any tfiing^ the nrioe of 
wiidom would foon inform usi that we know no- 
thing as we ought to know : in patieute then pof- 
fefs thy foulf and keep in vl^w an increafing refig' 
hatioo to every fecret pointing to duty; We are 
Very apt amiouily to look for that good in our 
own way» and in our dwn time, which is only to 
be obtained by doing the divine will^ after we have 
Jcnown it; forgetting that they who err herein, 
are beaten with many ftripes : if this is not now thy 
ftatei the hint will do thee no harm. He who 
knows what is beft for us^ wifely makes us weary 
of ourfelves aitd all vifible objefb^ in ord^ to be- 
get that hunger and thirft after righteoufiie6> to 
which the bleffingi awl promiie belong ; and fe to 
attach' us, in fibred tmion with hindiilft and love 
to His caufe, as that in thefe days of lukewarmne6 
in holy Keal, when the pure feed^ through defer- 
tton, breathes the powerful query, ^ Whom ihall 
we iend, and who will go for us ?'' we may, in fin« 
gleneft gf heart, and living feith in divine fiificien- 
cy, anfwer, ^^ Here am I, fend me.** Though this 
feems an intercourfe fitperior to what we often think 
2 B 
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is ever allowed us, yet the gentle movings of the 
fpirituad life, and the fubjefted dlfpofition df otrr 
minds thereto^ in my apprehenfion^ ftrongly re(em-> 
Ues it) and if many vifited young people in this 
land, as well as my owny had placed their dependance 
upon the fandifying operation of that facred fire, 
tirhich quickens the mind and prepares the facrifictf, 
rather dnn confulttd vainly with flefli and blood, 
they wouM have been ftronger in the faith, and more 
€f them righteous contenders far it. 

Cix>NM|SL, nth month, 1787—- It is byafingle 
dependance upon that divine and creative power, by 
which all .things were made that are nuKlei that we 
find hard things made eafy, and the mixture of hu- 
man events fo fan6iified, as to be rendered laltuary 
portions ; the immorul part in us is ftrengthened to 
afcend, as with wings of faith and love, that moun- 
tain fpoken of by the prophet, where << nothing can 
hurt or deftroy/' A true gofpel fpirit fo -ftrongly 
refembles this defiraUe habitation, that when^ in 
fome dq;ree of its own purity^ it breaks in upon our 
impoverifhed minds, we are renewedly convinced 
that flefh and blood hath not revealed it unto us ; but 
humbly fubmitting to its operation and direSion, felf 
becomes of no reputation, and ^^ The Lord alone is 
exalted in that day." 

I feel, as I am writings a fecret breathing for thy 
•brother's and thy prefervation, and encouragement 
to purfue invariably the one thing needful, becaufe 
it is fealed, that that {hall never be taken away. 
.The purity and permanency of heavenly treafure. 
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tre olije&s of no fikuU magnitude to. the enlightened 
iliindi which has feen the floduMpn of viiible ;€n* 
joymentS) and the vanity of all its eferts^ ,wi|}iout 
divine affiftance> to obtaiii the fmaileft particle of 
true fpiritual bread) or one drop of that confolation 
which is only derived from the pure.gift^ or well in 
iis> Springing up into life everlaftiag. But it is not 
enough tQ be- enlightened i we muft alfo wait, in 
the abafement of felf^ for the thing fpoken of and 
defired ; and be willing to accept the Apoftle's ex- 
horts^op, not .to be conformed to this world, but 
transformed by the renewing of bur minds, fo as to 
prove what is the good and pcrfed^ and acceptable 
will ; and then to do it^ even at the lofs of human 
approbation^ and all the riches of the unregenerate 
will and wifilom of the creature. Here we learn the 
myftery of, buying the truth, and fdling all that we 
have for it i a myftery which, amongft many more, 
is hid from the wife and prudent^ and revealed unto 
the babes in Chrift. I often lament my unfitnefs to 
receive thefe things, and a difpofition^ out of the 
clearness and power of the gofpel, to accommodate 
myfelf^ particularly in company, to a worldly fpirit, 
rather than fuifer as a fori for. the feed's lake ; and 
yet I truft I am making war againft it^ aivd.have vic- 
tory, in view. 

Clommbi^ ift months 1788-*^ To be furniibed 
with that excellent armour thou fpeakeft of, is truly 
defiraUe; and when Without it, the prayer :oC my 
heart is, quietly to keep in my tent ; and even wi^ 
it, to make no boaft, nor to oii; it but by renewed 
2 B 2 
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eomoMon^ It is arfe of tke «flenliils for d|i p^of 
GhriAkui trtteUer in eveiy fbtite in fifei bfcavfcr 
4if fhe open aittioksy the fi^e bl#w9, ind cnky pvff 
Aiits of our unwtaritd zi^^ttuy. I feet dMm diilTy 
ttid long for an ixi^r eafe of Arengdi to rafi^ Uaiy 
ftedfiiil in the iiudi. He iMiiy timeeieelu toonke 
ow heerts fed, ^tpImr the Lord has ml «pde die» 
fedj end to fferpIeK audi emUlter oirfr peAge itetagh 
life, when be peroeivee that tkai is the ki^ df hk 

We plopofe fetting oii^ fe^ Cork i« te mendng^ 
I ven Aat is a burden ( and I might fogn work mfUH 
tip to believe^ thai I «» not abl^ to go half way tp 
Clogheen. How admirablj wifof and adJipted to die 
wey^i^ of oor ffeme, was that exhortsliett of the 
great Ms^fy « Talis ntf dun^hC for teiuinorfow t^ 
this, and fttch Kke eoanpafltertife COttlM^ feenedmes 
drop into my anind in die midft of my oonAAsf amf 
prove to be woids of Ant kini which both wind^ 
and waves obey^ 

CloNMEt, id mtathy f^td^Thongh tfie root of 
any good aflUMonr be 4i^ yet AeM is but one right 
fettRm preferibeA in dM|i» ttconofny fcr it t9 asanifeA 
ilMf in tfie branehesy by caufing them to bia^ VM- 
kmif and bear fruit; and tfagl bekig the i(>ring*>tiine 
of divine favour, when the Sun of R^teouAiifr 
breaks fordi uponr the Leid^s plantaiion, wo muA 
wait for it in patieoty though eafnefty expeftadon^ dnt 
as our abiding h in the aUetnmit of pure wiiioa,' 
die wfaKer (however long) will in thno be paft^ the 
rains and tempefte wfll Abfide^die time of die ilnging 
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^ Mr As MIIM4 afid th# v6i€« df 1^ ftlltle ht heferd iii 
tiir land : Atn, though We tiAj&f It hi but i^ faiiil 
degree, we can (alute each other in fpirit alid motii 
MA hiil Al thofe 1^0, lik« Maiy» it^ betf Uig plre- 
etou$ fe^ l«f tiidf IkntiMs ifl rdlgiMft ot irivil fo^ 
tieiy be whttt ^ey may^ A i^atAtidii ^f tki# fori 
l^ringk in my heart to n^y «in4«M4 friettds^ t» tbi 
iMMca who have known Him thiit is fiooi thi 
begimiftg, aild td the younger brMckca who tatvtt 
ineafitraMy been ArMgthMid to ov«r«ont tht wicked 
vM^ fiA«efdy defirilig, Aaf as w«i haV«> thnotngh 
ainin jant m^riiyi b«en b^goittfi again f^ a Urely hO|lt 
by tiiti p<yw^f of th^ fifft rrf^^aienh, we May, tfi^oUgh 
oiif varied exercifes^ ke#p our eye fiftgle to the pr«+ 
fervmg (K^er of divine loV^ ftft4 f o that inheritahee 
Which ift ilt€0rrti{>tiMe| ttd fadedi HOC aWi(y) reftrved 
in heavcft for tbofe who af« 1»^C by the vJKoe 
thef«(^i aittd tfie pi^tioiis gift ot Mh unto tb« laft 
dtfy. For hercift is great joy, vAk^a^ a^nt4 oir-. 
irrnnHimce^ and (he ttccU^ of ffat brechMi fptftk 
trouble ; here tfi6 tri^Iated Chriftian WfAUxt foda 
an tmdefiled itft, *od by (he H^t coma|i€« bia ffrtiit 
in pure r^gnttitm eo the g«Mtng btfid of OtiiAit^ 
tttK^% feeling to the eonfo^atioft Of hia aflMAed fouft 
that for all his omifions and commiflions, he has ah 
advocate With the Father: not an High Ptiell that 
ckimot be toiyched with a feeKng of our infirtettt<^s 
but one tempted in like manner, and Who ktioW^ 
how to fucco&r *ofe that ttt tfitd. Wril might the 
PfelAiift, who was fo hrgely acquainted With the 
dealings of iitfinitcl wiMMi^ ^cliitttr^ << lioW ex^l^ 
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lent i$ thy loving kindnefs, O Lord ; becaufe thereof 
the fi)9S of n^ri^put their truft under the ihadow of 
thy wing." 

CoLCH£$TER, 3d month, 1788— We were at their 
week-day meeting hejre.yefterdsiy, and had a large 
publici^ moe^ing in the evening, in both of which, I 
truft».we were owned by theMafter of 2il rightly 
gathered aflemblies s and might have been more fo, 
if refignatioQ, and a wiUingnefQ.to appear weak and 
foolifh 93 we are, had been more experienced. I 
often think that if, in this refped, we were fuffi* 
ckntly humble, we fliould fare better than we do; 
IU|d that^ whilft we were preferved from fooliil^ 
jveachingi the fopliihnefs of preaching (as the worldly 
3¥ife efteem it) when in th^ 4emonftration of the 
fpiritj would be blefied beyond our conception, and 
made fomething lik^ the barley loaves, by which the 
multitude were fed. We know our own employ* 
ments ;. but the myfterious workings of the heavenly 
j^and, .in carryin}( forward the redemption of the 
nations from the fi<lJ» are wifely concealed from us : 
yet the inqui&tiveriefs and judgments of the ciea- 
turely part, often lead ns into difcouragements ^hen 
,we. ihpald, in thf; iimplicity of lit^e children, do as 
we ^e bidden, and leave the event to Him who 
knows beft how, and when, to ufe the weak and 
foolUh things of this world, to confound the Wifdom 
of the wife. 

Colchester, 3d month, 1788 — By way of apo^ 
logy for. my filence, let me &y, that writing, in many 
re(pe6ls, lefs fuited the difpofition and qualificatiions 
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cf my minJ, f^ many months- back, diaa a filent 
meditation upon the nothingnefs of felf ; which was 
hr from always obftru£ting the fweet circulation of 
ChrUtian fellowihipi 4nd folicitude for the preferva** 
tion, under the (hadow of the Holy Wing, of all 
tfiofe who, by difp^nfiition^ unerringly wife, are in- 
volved in the depths of diicouragement and difmay, 
with refpe£l to their own ability to promote any 
good word Hi4 worlc; ^d yet whoTe di indent minds 
ar^ often aiTaulted by the accufer of the brethren* 
Thefe have, however^ no occafion of cafting fiway 
their confidence, when they reflet upon the maqy 
4elivenuices which they have received through the 
communication of eternal help, 9^4 remember the 
gracious prpmife of the great Mafter, to thofe who 
dwell under his righteous government ; f ^ La I I am 
with you always, even to the end of the wprld-"-^ 
You are as epiftles written in my heart, wherein I, 
often meditate with fecret comfort, under the belief 
that you are, in unerring wifdom, defigned to be 
/ellow-helpers in promoting the caufe of trudi and 
righteoufiiefs, and fellow travellers in the way thereof. 
If you meet with trials and difficulties you know 
there is nothing new in that; they have ever attended 
the footfteps of the flock -» and when we are careful 
not to multiply them by any default of ours, they are 
fo many proofs of our being the followers of a fuffer- 
ing Lord, which are feal^d by our extra^ing benefit 
from them, and fandified by obedience. Hold on 
then as you have begun j count nothing top near^ 

aB4 
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or too deftr to part with for Qifift^ lake atid Ofa 
goTpers I fear not that huiBHtMing baptlfin^ wliieh 
crucifies i|S to the vorM, and the iMrld unto as 1^ 
and may the Shepherd of Ifrad lead joa as his own 
iheepi convey to you the ihdtQ)uti^le intefl(getiGe of 
bis p wn mU, and fo t>refe;ve yam in a fiatc^ of fidetity 
to him(elf) as that iiof\e ftall be a^e to plocic you 
out of his holy Ifand ! 

Ci^oifMrtj^ 1788—!^ is ia^ftvour that Ae beft root 
needs no gfeat profeffon^ or fpetioua Wprds to tton- 
riih it i, it is nof ftrengthe^ifed by a nmldtude pf tam* 
riant brahehei) though, if it be aUve^ k Will difr 
corer itfelf by little bud4iiigs^ bbflpmifigs, and fruit. 
Whilft therefore we are not imptt>fttfl^ly aHxioi^, 
}n time of winter, for that which is not to be had,, 
neither let Us be too unconcerned, wh^ the fult 
time is come for Ae manifeftattons of the life Of the 
tree, nor tpoiuit them of Uttle value ; hut cherifli and 
proted them, left (bme indifcreet h^ind, or Q)irit i^ 
ourfelves, flbould rub off that wherein is htddenljr 
contained the cholceft fruit, and •> render the com*^ 
ing of the fpring, and the genial influence of the 
Sun of righteoufnels) in^ffe^hml to us. Many cau» 
dons are neceffitfy under tins fimtle ; fbr even when 
a tree bids fitir fbr profiting and enriching tfaofc 
who poScfs it, if that which it is to p|t>diice in the/ 
ftzhiefs of time, be gadiered before it if ripe, it fetf 
the teeth of the enter on edge, and eatifes the tree 
to be evil ipoken of. Thus, on many hands, danir 
gcrs occur to uS in the conditft of otrr gifts, in ft** 
ligious and civil depa^taieats. How needful is it 
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lllsii^ to »(k wifikxtt whei« it is to be had| and to 
life it when we have it t and alfa to cokiraic that 
prudence which is ber After in fervtce^ and which 
pkcn op()o^ plans of our own contrivii^, Theie 
are frntirtumm w^cb^ thowgh throlrn out to you^ 
tend tm ihew aie wbere> and faow> I often mifs my 
¥Wf^ aifd excite nic to leview tbe confidcifation of 
fbat nwrcifttl luiidne(s> wbkh is fontetinies extended 
p tis in a very low eftatei when, in our own eyes* 
we feeni moft andeienrtng of that help wWch can 
^ne life fip our heads m hope, when the floods of af*' 
fii&ion prevasly and the biUows paft over us. May we 
deepen in onr experience of the Lord's fiitfaerly deal'^ 
inff with MB'p that to^ approving qurfelves more amk 
laoce babes in Cfarift^ our knowledge c)f the oiyfterie^ 
of tbe kingdom may be pi|re^ and of that prefenring 
intore^ that never puffetb up. 

Cmmmbi^ 1788-rIt is not becauft tbou and th^ 
dear wife were forgotten by us^ that neidwr my biif« 
^ad nor I bavey fince our return frooi Engfamd* 
dropped yon a line^ Silence on nay part, has chiefly 
originated m a confcioufols ifaat I have not been 
deep enough ^i my ^nf» fo to draw water out of 
the weUs of fidvatioo as ^ be aUe, in true rdigioot 
fynipathy> profitably to vifit thy often difcou^aged 
mind. To feel our incapacity to niiiitfter» ift a fpt^ 
litual fenfe, a cup of cold water to ever k feeUe a 
difciple (unto whom we may nevertbekfs be bound 
in a conftant friendfliip^ is a merciful impreffion 1 
beiaufe it bumbled us, and fcals upon our ^irits that 
invariable tculh, <bat ^ T^ere m none good bMt one*'* 
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What is this fenfei but the anointing itlelf,- which 
has holy certainty in it, feeing that it is no lie. 
Except it abide in us to this efFed, our profisffion 
of being believers is vain ; we fhall grow weary in 
the Cbriftian life, and our own rigbt3eoufiie(s will 
foon ekhauft our ftrength: for fupplies from tho 
eternal Fountain would foon ceafe, were we to ap^ 
propriate them to the profecution of ends which the 
Lord never required at our hands, and hegleSt that 
life of faith, of humble dependance upon the pure 
gift, and thofe precious influences, hope and charity, 
which conftrain us to render unto the great Law* 
giver, in His time only, whatfoever he requires at 
our hands, though incomplete and foolUh to the un- 
fimplified mind. I often wiih, on my own account, 
to be more in fubffaince tb^n I am. That infinite 
kindnefs has made me a partaker of the common 
lalvation, has (bed abroad in my heart a meafure of 
his love, and flrengthened me, at times, to lay hold 
en eternal Ufe, I trufl the deceivahlenefs of unright- 
eoufnefs will never be fufFered to draw me from the 
belief of : but I look at the office of a gofpel mini-y 
fter with an awfulnefs which convinces me, that there 
are baptifms, humiliations, and deaths peculiar to it $ 
and that, except thefe are often renewed, in order to 
ftrip off the plumage of paft experience, and of that 
knowledge of heavenly things, which, being like 
yefterday's manna, cannot fuilain, but fubtilly puffs 
up the mind ; that babe's flate, unto which the myf-^ 
teries of the kingdom are unfolded, is unattainable i 
and the infcription of holinefs unto the Lord is withi 
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held, becaufe they are not cleanled through the word 
fpoken unto them. What will it do for us, even to 
he called to the work of the miniftry, if we fubmit 
not to thofe purgations which unerring Wifdom 
appoints ? We may be^rome veflels nuried on the 
wheel ; or, to ufe another iimile, if we fufier not 
ourfeives, in Ghriflian patience, to be bundled up as 
with the dry rods, and to be as deftttute of verdure 
as they, we may, for want of cotni^ying with the ap« 
pointed means of fruitfulnefs, fruftrate the iivinc 
purpofe to diftingiiifli thofe who are invifibly pre* 
CavcA by the hidden life. Perhaps it may not be un* 
iafe to conclude, that in our fociety there are fuch 
defe<Sb$ ; but, as an individual, I find it (afeft, in con- 
formity to the great Mailer's command, to judge 
not, except, through the fpirit of the Son, the judge- 
ment of the everlafting Father is known; and at 
fuch feafons, the mind is too much humbled yainly to 
feed on this revealed knowledge. 

Clonmxl, 9th month, 1788 — Thy letter ialuted 
us two days after our arrival at home, and was truly 
cordial, reviving with great fweetnefs our love and 
friendihap vnth thee, and thy dear wife; and alfo 
firengthening our hope, that He who, we truft, 
directed our fteps to your parts, and mercifully pre* 
ferved us through many jeopardies, will, as you and 
we furrender ourfelves to His alUwife difpoial, fo 
(Carry on the eternal purpofe of his will as to increafe 
our fruitfulneis to His glory ; and though very re- 
motely fituated one from another, make us partakers 
pf the fame living fountsun, whofe waters pmify and 
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gIflMtffl the htBpAt^ membttrt of the chimh of ChfJft 
^/Ame^r fcattertdi or however obfcuted by the ge-** 
Ifiral €lowi «f dorfcrnft which the profeffors of Chril^ 
ti^nicy Arc coo ipc to content themfelves int But as 
Iht etefiM) pvrpofts of Oody iu-^ the d«£tioii of His 
Mhi piwtotts facd bli|9» (die Lsmb thst was (Un) i 
aftd tha mprobaciOQ of that ^lirit of feed of tha 
C^tpaitt, which with all the wiatfa and artifice of a 
^MeA fon of th« inGniii.^9 is aver reekjng to op« 
pdfe th# taming of the IpngdOm of the Meffiah % 
how ought W0 to watch and be ibber: conftdsr« 
ifig ourfelvw ito longer Cdb^ nor objeiSa af di^ 
^int favoufi than whilft otir fpirits and affefKoius 
anre dedicated to His righteoui coiftrdl, deanfin^ 
amf bitS^fyingj by the converting indnence of H\i^ 
Mm pmver. The f^ of the kingdom^ through 
tfivina tMttf remaining in us, and a difpofition C6 
chdrifll and embrace it, preferves from the ftn v/hklh 
grieves the Spirit, and lea^ into death. Wh^re«> 
fotf^j to fbnd in that which is eled^ anj to esifperi- 
ante redemption ftom that ffrfrit which wars with 
te, ought invariably to be our aim -, and if, in a pur^ 
ftrit fe eflentially neceflary^ we meet vrtth fe#iHing 
tttd deepfpiritual cpnfliA; yet remembering how in-> 
ferior it all is to what He miet wMi, n^ho b«ing traly 
the good Shepherd, k^ii down iifS life fdr th« dieep s 
and experieiK^ing Him to be in as the hope of g^o^ ; 
the alBiAions of die prefent time are counted tigh€|^ 
dnd the omnipotence of the Lord's everhfttf^ arm 
(as we fingly depend upon it) found to give viAory 
pftt the enemies of our own hearts) to lead^ |i» the 
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meeknds of wHaoni, though perftcutiont from widi« 
out) and to build up in the true £uth and iUdfcfliMft 
6f die great Captaia, who goes iorth conqueruig aad 
to conquer* 

I koow that religion is in a ftate ^th you, as w%ll 
as with US, whieh requires a patient waiting and 
quiet hoping for the falvation of Oed } which is of* 
ten near to be revealed wiien we hint in our miiida, 
and therefore fiul of inheriting that Ueffing the patri^ 
arch Jaciob wrafHed for, through a night of fidth-> 
ful and fuccefsfol exercife^ Thy increafe in hea<* 
irenly treafure, my beloved Mend and brother in the 
truth, is fceretly and ftrongly coveted by me i my 
heart often meditates upon thy ibiitary fltuadoni 
and in the renewings of go^l love$ thou and thy 
viduabie wife are made like bone of my bone, and flefli 
of my flefh* May the God of all grace and confob^ 
tiM ftrengthen and fuccour you I and I moft afiive^ 
bdieve he will, as your love of His inward and fpi*- 
ritual appearance, and glorious work among men, 
grows as a tree of righteoufitefis bringing forth fruit 
in its feafen^ and enduring, with humble fubmifion^ 
every wint^ and pruning dentation. 

We have heard fomething of thy proff^A qf do- 
Voting thyfelf to the education of children ; a work 
pecttliariy wanted amongft you, and which, if thou 
enter into, in the fimf^icity and fincerity which truth 
gives, win, there is no doubt, be a Ueffing to many, 
and thou thereby rendered a feeling fubfcriber to 
that truth, be that wstereth, is watered himfieif. 
Thou mayeft find it an arduous undertaUng, and 
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attended with mortUying circomftances ; but the H^ 
beral foul (though it may fuffer) knows beft how to 
travel profitably throu^ them all. It is not human 
approbation that we ought to depend upon, or have 
fingly in view) but our fiudy ihould be to ihew 
ourfelves approved unto God) and then, whatever 
vocation in His wifilom we are placed in^ or however 
weak we may feel ourfelves^ we {hall have no juft 
caufe to be afhamed. 

nth Month, 1788-*^! can feelingly fubfcribe to 
the truth of what thou fayeft, that it is good to 
fpend one's days in the bands of a free and fmcere 
friendfliip, and in the unity of a folid and conftant 
faith* We are favoured with many in thefe parts, 
who have been mercifully gathered to the pure 
fpring of eternal life, where true love and unity 
originate, and from whence they bring forth accept* 
able fruits ) but, as thofe confolations fometimec 
abound, fo do tribulations, on account of the fpirit 
of the world, and many other fnares, by which the 
enemy of all good is daily feeking to draw aiide ; 
and for want of watcbfulnefs and oare, he prevails 
to the great hurt of fome, and cafting a ihade over 
the purity and fimplicity that there is in the gofpel 
of Cbrtfl* So that, notwithfUnding we are en* 
compafTed with many bleflings and advantages, wc 
are not without our portion of trials i and can there- 
fore^ in much fympathy and love, dip in fpirit 
with thee, and feel thee as a fellow traveller in that 
path of fuffering and probation which, in infinite 
Wifdom, is cafl up for the regeneration and efla- 
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Uifliment of all thofe who walk in it, and hold out 
unto the end. Fear not, neither be difinayed, 
though thou feel thyfelf as a folitary bird, as a peli- 
can in the wildemefs, or a Iparrow upon the houfe 
top. He that is in thee, is greater than he that is 
in the world. His wifdom will dired thee. His 
counfel guide thee, and His everlafting omnipotent 
arm fuflain thee : as thy faith is ftedfaft therein, and 
thy patience maintained in travelling through the 
abafing difpeniations which may fall to thy lot : foi; 
I do believe thou art intended to be a man for God, 
and no wonder then, if thou fuiFer perfecution and 
afflidion: remember they are but for a moment, 
and light, compared with that exceeding and eter- 
nal weight of glory, which is revealed to the poor 
diftrefled mind, when it looks beyond the ^^ things 
which are feen," ^^ to the things which are not feen.'^ 
I feel much love to the dear young people amongft 
you i and fhall be glad for them to be told fo, and 
that the good account thou fenteft refpe6ting them 
has rejoiced the hearts of many. If they follow on 
to know the Lord, their minds will increafe in holy 
ftability ; the enjo]rments of this world will fade in 
their view; and an inward acquaintance with the 
Spirit of Truth will become moil precious to them ; 
they will not do their works (like the Pharifees) to 
be feen of men, but the folidity and weightinefs of 
their fpirits, will demonftrate that they have been 
with Jefus, from whom they receive all their quali« 
ficattons to perform true worlhip, or to do any thing 
.that is good. 
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CionUMty lOth month, i788-*^Thy letter, utiitJI 
arrived about a week ago^ was fweetlj refrefliiii^ 
and tniljr fidutaiy to us ) and I mzy now teU th^ 
that though accefitablei as an Individual I needed k 
not to revive ihe ftrength of aflfbdionate attachment ; 
for my ^irit often embraces dice in die ilowings of 
incteafing love and fellowfhip) and feels thee^ ae*- 
cording to my fmall meafure of tnle lenowiedgei in 
that precious unity which is better than all words 
(though ever ib frequently and finely expreAd) wtth*- 
out it. Were it not for this cordial drop, whicb^ 
iilte oil, fomettmes fwims on the top of our bittereft 
tupS| our faith would hardly be ftrong enough to 
Inake us vidorious over even the little perplexities 
attendant upon this pilgrimage and ftate of pro- 
bation } but He who knows that we al^e ^ feeble 
folk,*' and gracioiifly compaffionates our cafe| he-^ 
comes to us not only the fhadow of a itiighty rocb 
in a weary hnd, but teaches us lb to build our aeft 
therein, that, in time of ftorms and trial, his hdy 
inclofure preferves us, his faith fbys us, and this 
rock pours out precious oil. May our dwelling 
ever be here, and our inheritance be enlarged in 
that which is pure I Then, let our allotments be 
what they may ) whether our bodies inhabit the dark^ 
or the more illuminated, parts of the tarth|; whether 
^e are encompaffed with forrow mod travail, or 
have to rejoice more fenfibly in the revealed fidvatkui 
Of the Almighty Arm ; aU will work togefter far 
goodj and we (hall grow in qualification to woffhip 
and magnify that great and excellent i 
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bnly h worthy of the incenfe that in every place and 
iituation is to be oiFered. 

CJLONMEL, lith month, lySS^-If I know my 
bwn heart) it is my deiire to know my byfinefs, and 
fimi^y to do it^ whether it is taken cognizance of, 
or not, by tiie truly wife and honourable; whofe 
firiendfhip, though ftrengthening, confding, and 
dierefore acceptable^ may (if the heart be not in 
fome degree redeemed and redeeming from the rayl^ 
terious workings of felf-love) be perverted, and 
inftead of nourifhing the pure immortal part, build 
tts up in an airy notion of our own merits and attain- 
ments, and prove a fhare inftead of a bleffing. A 
iitde acquaintance with one's awn human nature, a 
frequent detedion of its corruption, and the per- 
plexities into which it introduces us when its fubtil 
arguments prevail, are enough to weary out a mind 
blefled with the leaft fincere afpiration after perma- 
nent good^ durable riches, and righteoufnefs ; and to 
Content us in the moft obfcure fituation^ if, through 
unmerited mercy, it may but be in the courts of the 
Lord ; with the coarieft food, if but miniftered to us 
from the hand which is full of bleifings ; and under 
the moft unplea£tnt work, if faith is vouchfafed, that 
in love and pity it will be accepted. Some of us 
here feel it to be a low time ; my knees often are 
ready to fmite together^ and my foul is exceeding^ 
forrowfbl. That there are caufes in myfelf, and 
circumftances attending our prefent fttuation, I doubt 
not} ^^ Give me wifdom, and rejeft me not from 
amongft thy children," is my fecret petition. 
2 C 
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ClonmeL) nth month, 1788 — We have twdlre 
girls, and expedl more foon; fo that thou wilt believe 
cares multiply upon us : but all our endeavours will 
be inefFe6hial, both in this, and all other undertakings^ 
except the blefling which* makes truly rieh, in unme* 
rited mercy, refts upon them. Did the wotld know^ 
how dependant all fubftantial comfort and permanent 
joy are upon this heavenly gift, people in general 
would toil lefs, think lefs of their own wifdom, and 
more fimply follow that day ftar which arifeth in the 
heart, and diredeth to the pure life, in which th« 
Father is well pleafed. It is a comfortable belief te 
my mind, that thou art arretted by this precious 
principle of divine light, which difcovers things as 
they really are. Be not afraid to be led by it^ into 
^ways thott knoweft not, and into paths thou haft 
not feen ; for, in due time, it will difpel the dark* 
nefs before thee, and make crooked things ftraight« 
One of the moft beautiful, though moft abafing dif- 
penfations, in the true Chriftian progress, i&,that of 
becoming as a little child ; the judgment is here 
taken away for purification, and to be made truly 
. ufeful in the Lord's work, the foul breathes only to 
. the parent for food| and ' depends upon no other for 
counfel. It is generally v^eak, but knowing ttfelf fo, 
it is fafe : O happy ftate to be rightly brought into t 
May we never be afhamed of it, but for our encou- 
ragement remember, that of fuch is the kingdom of 
heaven^ 

, .. 1 7B8— Self-gratification in our own way 

and time, has not been allotted us &r the path to 
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tfUid peace; -and if increafing humiliation ihould 
prore die food moft convenient for us, we wifh to 
accept it from that hand, which has an indifputaUe 
right to do with us as feemeth good in the fight of 
infinite wiidom, and which has power to convert the 
greateft trials into true fpiritual refreihment. 

*— The ways of infinite Wifdom with thofe He 
choofcs to bring throng^, and redeem from the 
^lacy of human underftanding, and corrupt nature, 
are fo incomprehenfible and humiliating, as indeed 

^ puts us out of the capacity of faying, " What doefl 
thou?" For who hath been his counfellor? feeing he 

- giveth not account to any of his matters, till the 

• fimplicity of a babe in Chriil is attained unto, when 
he reveals, according to his purpofes, thofe myC^ 
teries unto them^ which are hid from the wife and 
prudent. 

— That junftion between the monthly meetings 
.is comforting, if only from the flrength which the 
few Uviag members may be fuffered to feel in the 
unity of one another's fpirits, and the bleffing which 
may be upon their endeavours to wafh one another's 
feet, and to bear up one another's hands. That 
love which has heretofore flowed in my heart as a 
river, to the poor in fpirit on that fide the county, 
fweetly revives, as I am writing, under a renewed 
hope, that the eternal fountain of life will not be 
clofed among them, however low and unworthy 
they may fometimes feel themfelves to be of its 
pure refrefhment. And if it be in abundant mercy 

-kept open, and they that are acquainted with it 
2 C 2 
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gather to it, having their qualificadons frcna it^ 
and ufe them undei^ its infiuence^ they will be a 
Ueffing one to anodier; and more maybe gathered to 
in inward experien<^e of the fiune purifying un£liony 
than, in fome feafoite of dlfcouragement, they bav6 
an idea of,f 

Cork, rath month, lyJfS— «We have been fitting 
!n a friend's family,- where ■ demonftrated that 

her minif through atf tfaefe ftorihs and tempefb, has 
found where to anchor and lAiload her veffel, with 
an increafe of fimplicity smd obedience. I wifli (he 
fnay how leave the dungs that are behind ; and that 
we may afi become more and more, not only as 
children, but as weaned children, l^o be reduced to 
diis humbled ftate, has not only its mortifications^ 
but its joyi. The Chriflian*s life confifleth not in 
the abundance of the apparent confolations and gra- 
tifications he poflefleS; but in the renewal from 
time to time, of the hidden manna which the golden 
pot contams, witfiin the veil of periihing things.—^ 
Thou knowefl enough of fuch fituations as ours, to 
Aiake thee beKeve we are not without a portion of 
trials, (m> doubt wifely proportioned to us ;) yet I 
dare not complain, having thus far, as we have 
pafled along, found Him whom my foid lovetii,' inr 
whofe prefence no murmuring has a right to appear. 
Childlike fimplicity is an experience which every 
chofeu fervant, however feeble, ought to endeavour 
for/ We get nothing by the contrary j for by ever 
fo tniich taking tiiought, we' cannot add one cubic 
to ottr ftatnre^ or make one hair of our head whife 
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er blaek. May you proceed on this faimly vifiti ia 
the fidth, nothing doutiting* It was not the abiukU 
^ce (tf bread, nor yet the fineneft of it^ whicli 
fed the multitude formerly* For want of fiitth, we 
lofe many miracles which the bleffing would ftiU 
^SeStp Remember poor David's fling and ftone^ 
and out of whofe mouths> ftrength and praife arf 
ordained. 

Cork, I2tli month, i788-«'rreceived thy affect 
donate fifterly fidutationi which, lii^e a little help t0 
|he weak and feeble, was fidutary and acceptable^ 
Be aflured, I ^m one of the weak and feeble i may I 
therefore be wife enough, like thofe little creatures 
Q>oken <^ in fcripture, which, being feeUe fdk^ 
build their neft in a rock I and truly, dear friend^ 
were it not for (be fliadow at leaft, of the Rock 
of Ages, amidft the conllids between nature an4 
grace, the mind wouM often be ovcrwhelmed| and 
0ia];e the fonrowfiil concl^iioii, ^ There is no hope.'' 
Ah this Rock I how fak a refidence is k ( And^ 
methinks, its obfctrrity from Che worldly wife, and 
the felfilh mind, adds greatly to its fiifety. I feUom 
get to it but by combat, whiph ftews that my enemies 
are Hrely; and though it is iismetimes my lot^ in 
the croft, to fet befere others their inherent infirmi* 
ties, and transformed zdretbrj^ yet I humUy triift 
I ihall no^ ^ad pray that ( never mzy^ ferget mine 
^wn* 

C&otrMii., lath month, 1788 «f My heart wa^ 
iavouied to enter a Httfe into diy afieding account 
of dear M. GH. deceafe, and your united vifit prov 
? C 3 
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vious Atreto. That vailuable woman's laft <kj* 
being fo memorably employed in her Matter's fervice^ 
(Bfter a life of diffidence and obfcurity, compared witti 
her religious qualifications, and attachment to the 
caufe of truth) was a dift^ngoiftiing mark of ever- 
lafting love and favour to h^r* Her dofe feems fo 
lively, and her fun fet in fuch brightnefs and ferenity^ 
that it conveys fomething animating to thofe who at% 
far behind in fitnefs, like my/elf, to count not their 
lives dear unto themfelves, if they alfo may fo ftiMt 
their coutfe with joy. And thjtt humbled tribulated 
difciple L. H. appears alfo ready to ndfe triumph:^Mtt 
above death, hell, and the grave : aK that is covetous 
within me exerts itfelf in the pto{jpe(k of the j(yyaiii 
fettlements of fuch travelling fouls, in undefikd 
manfions where there is no more change. Oh that 
I wete but as willing to conlmit my fptrit inco the 
(livine hand, during my residence in this' poor ftail 
tabernacle, (where there is moft need of help) as to 
iWherit the rewards of thofe who, through more tri* 
butations, piore efFedual walhing, and better occu- 
pation of their gifts, enter into the jqy of their Lordf 
Well 1 dear friend, fear not, though thou haft made 
an exchange fo unfuited to thy natural difpofitton in 
thy prefent ftation ; He who knows die iacrifice^ 
becaufe Himfolf prepared it, (how little foevcr thoii 
mayeft think due to thyfelf) will proportionabiy 
enrich thee, and prefent thee with the bleffings of 
His goodnefs, and crown thee the more with that 
humility and felf-abafednefs which are fo precious ia 
His fight. Were it not that he loved us before ^ 
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|D¥<d Him, peradventure we might fometimes think 
our lot a hard one, and find fome caufe to defpair of 
His mercy, or conclude that His holy eye penetrates 
aoC into our lonefome and ohfcure dwellings, (how- 
ever raided up as fpe^cles to angels and tp men), 
neither marks the way that we take. Th^t facred 
prerogative of the everlafting Father, of attrading 
and quickening the foul, opening and (hutting the 
heavenly treafury, is, I do believe, the very thing 
which difknSts that mind wherein patience has not 
had its perfed work, though it is the very thing 
wherein i( ought to glory, 

CirOVM^c, , 1 788-^ My hylband aqd I 

received thy letter of affection for us, aiid lameqtaT 
tion over thyfelf* Our minds are drawn into neaf 
fympathy with thee, and we believe that this afflit^ive 
difpen&tion, is defigned for thy increafing acceptahc^ 
with the Father of fpirits, who knows beft how tp 
jHirify the veffels of His own houfe« Thefe, thou 
knoweflr, ar? not only to be of gold, but of beaten 
gold, in order to fafhion theni according to His good 
^eafure, ^nd render (hem fit for the infcription qf 
holinefs. Now, my dear friend, as thy heart's defire 
is to repofe thyfclf in the joys of God's falvation, 
cndeavojir to attain that holy quietude, wherein the 
delufions of the grand enemy are baffled,, and the 
tribulated fpirit is ftrengthened tp receive the bit- 
tereft cup with th^nkfgiving* 

We are of ourfelvc^i very weak, and it is fome- 
times confiftent with infinite Wifdom, that we fhou^d 
.)>e Ipft to a deep fenfe thereof; that no flefb may glofy 
a C 4 
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in His prefence ; but that the hunger, the thirft, ai^ 
the humiliation of the foul, may he fully pixwerf^ 
Therefore inarvei not, as though fome new thingj 
had happened unto thee. It was the path inrhich the 
holy Apoftle was led in, when he declared on hi^ 
own, and his brethren's behalf, that they had the 
fentence of death in themfelves, that they (hould not 
truft in thenifelves, but in God who raifeth the dead: 
^d we have many inftances in our feciety in thefe 
parts, of upright hearted adrocatss of the Chriftiaq 
religion being tried with deep poverty of fpirit, and 
difcouragement in the profped of the Lord's worlc« 
and of their own incapacity to perform it. We have 
alfo inflances of thefe humiliations tending to root 
them deeper in die experience of that fundamental 
truth, that the true believers in Chrift have receive4 
an anointing which abideth in diem, and need not 
that another fhould teach them, but as this fame 
anointing teaching them, which is truth, and is no 
lie. And being thus led on to a higher degree of 
union and fellowihip with the Father, and with the 
Son, dieir <;^ua]ification$ have incrcafed to endure, 
for the precious feed's fake, the watchings, the 
faflings, and the deaths many, unto which, according 
to oMr meafure, we are all, in tl^is mixed fbte of 
things, called. And when their mouths have been 
opened again in the congregation of the people, they 
have depended the more fingly and fimply upon divine 
impulfe, and the puttings forth, and ftrengthening 
virtue of the Shepherd ot Ifrael. Thus the exerdfe^ 
have been benefited, and the Lord's heritage com* 
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fbrted. I humbly truft, that thefe blefings will refiilt 
^om thy late tribulations ; and that thou wilt have 
fo lay, hitherto the Lord (and not man) hath hdpe4 
me. It is to he lamented when, for wane of thefe 
baptifms of fpirit, a fuperfidal mimftry, and aftivity 
in the churdi prevail | for the(e arc like blafts from 
the wilderneis, which, inftead of cheriflting, chill the 
bidden lift, and build up in the notion, rather thaii 
in the bumbling e}q)erience of true religion* It i$ 
much better to appear nothiqg wbei^ we are nodiing; 
fhat we may be emptied and cleanfed from all fdft 
love, and learn patience and contentednefr therewith. 
\ fidute thee in Chriftian love ;uid fympathy, and» 
as a tribulated fellow r traveller encompafled witl| 
manifold infirmities^ remaia tbjr friend and fifter ia 
$be truth. 

• Clonmsi., ift month, lySgrrMy mitid has often 

fecretly vifited and fympathized with thee, under the 

various and deep exercifes which I do believe have 

^en to thy lot, in the courfe of unerring wifdom ; 

h\xt it has as often feemed more my bufineis, thus 

•filently to feel thee under the precious influence of 

that love which the chikken of the one Almighty 

f'atber fed towards each other, than to be forward 

in expreffing it. He who has gracioufly called thee 

put of darknefs, into his marvdlous light, turned his 

hand upon thee for good, and thus fer, fuftained thee 

through many refining di(peniations, will not now 

l^ve thee, when Jordan may rife high, and feem tq 

fiverflow its banks ; but in his own due and appointed 

fime, which muft be waited for, he will divide the 
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wafiersi and difccyver to thee, with indifputabk clear- 
ads,, a way where thou haft feen none ; ycay accord- 
ing to Hia pfomife'to His own feed, He will nuikQ 
darkneft light beiwe thee, and crooked things ftraigbtir 
tfaefe things, will He do unto thee, and will not foriakQ 
thee* I think I know, (if I am dipped into a rigM 
fenfe of thy flate) that the enemy of all good ta 
exceedingly envious againft the precious life, or feed 
of <he kingdom, which is^vinely intended, through 
filtering,' Co be fo broaght into dominion, as to 
cftablHh thee ia the liberty of the chUdren of God, 
whereby thy uieAilnefs in the church, in dais dark 
and cloudy iby, Will increafe. Like the woman that 
brought forth, the nian*chtld, feen by John in the vi«- 
fionof light and li^,> thou Mayft have to flee into 
the wildernefs for prefervaUon, becaufe of the perfe^ 
cutions of the dragon, and the floods ha may be per* 
mitted to pour out of his mouth. His enmity rev 
mains to be with the pure feed ; and they who de« 
fire to cheriih this excellent treafure, in their earthen 
veflels, and to live godly in Chrift Jefus, muft ex- 
ped many of his cruel aflaults, in temptations, pro* 
vocations, and infinuations: but the Rock of ages 
remains to be theif refuge} and as their tribulated 
Spirits endeavour to retire here, and place no conf» 
fidence in the flefli; notwithftanding it may be with 
fore confii£t they gain this fure dwelling place; they 
will be ami^y rewarded, and have, in humility of 
foul, to rejoice in the impregnaUenefs of the defence, 
and to magnify the power through which all thinga 
are poijiblet 
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in^hatever has a tendaicy to fiib]d3: and i^dudir 
the creaturcly part in ■ us, however bitter it» opei^' 
tions may be, is gratefully to be received by die 
upright foul, as one of the means whereby the ado^yi 
tion, and inheritance of the glorious proiftifes of cfae 
gofpei, is attained ; and one of thofe bkt^r things 
which to the truly hungry foUl is fwe^t. Therefbrc^ 
let me fay unto thee^ fear not ; thy God is with thee» 
and will work for thee, as thou art willtiig to have 
all the refiftance of thy nature to every lof his holy 
requifitions, wrought upon and fubdued, m the day 
of his power. The juft are to live by faith, that 
£u€h which gives the vfdory, and triumphs over 
death,, hell, and the grave. Mayft thon fight thd 
good fight thereof; ' and may I be* thy companion in 
this necefTary warfare ; that fo the attacics of oar 
grand ad verfary upoafuch Chriftian virtties 2S have 
been mercifully conceived in our fouls, may all bo 
rendered fruflrate ^ and we abiding under the facred 
influence of the powerful word of patiencb, may ofteh 
have our fpi ritual eye opened to look beyond the 
things which are feen, to the things which are not 
feen ; and for this joy fet before us, count not our 
lives dear unto ourfelves, neither love them unto 
death \ Though my heart, as I faid in the beginnings 
has fecre'tly vifited and faluted thee, yet I had no 
thought of expreffing fo much on thef^ folemn fvb^ 
jeds, when I took up my pen ; but only juft to con*- 
vince thee that thou haft in me (though I acknowledge 
1 was reftrained in thy company lately from (hewing 
it) a fympathizing friend and fifter, according to o^y 
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ineafure. Thougb» dear friend, we may be led ia 
(ilent tnivail, and as* by the gates of hell and death, 
yet let us remember, that this is the way in whicb 
infcffuuble wifdoi^ has ever kd his redeeaied childreii 
in all ages« 

Cork, |ft month, 1789— -<* There are feafons 
wherein the Bridegroom of fouls withdraws himfelf | 
or, as to the fenfible enjojmient of his ijicrcd foiU* 
enriching prefenqe, is taken ^wayi and then the 
crhildi-en of the bride-phamber cannot but fsA and 
mourn : and as I do belieye ^ou art one of theie^ 
thou muft learq morp and more to endure hardnefe, 
^d to bear fuch difpenfat^on^ with Chriftian fortitudci 
in that hope which anchors the foul on the invifibic 
^ock of ages, That which is leen is not bqpe i and 
therefore, remember that this is the feafon whereiii 
thy confidence in almighty help, thy £iith, patience, 
^md fervent gharity, are to be tried) rather than when 
the bridegroom is obvioufly with thee, when thoM 
f anft not fail to rejoice. 

Clonmil, ad month, 1789-^Thy letter addreile^ 
to my hufba^d, M^ D. and myfelf, was very (atis« 
fadtory to us ^ as we found thereby that the precious 
unity of the ipirit was mercifully preiierved in thy 
mind and ours, notwithftanding our remote fituation^ 
and our own peculiar impedimenls to the growth of 
this ioimortal plant. We all feel, at times, our fiuth 
to be clofely tried, and this hatl^ been the experience 
of thoie in all ages who were preAng after a citj 
>vhich hath foundations. The fpirit 6f this world, and 
the corruptions of our owi^ nature^ with great fubtilty^. 
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dppofe die government of the Son of Peace In the 
heart, wherein the unity of the one fpirit confifts* 
Thefe enemies of our Own houfes^ are the gfeat obje<3$ " 
of the fpiritual war ; and as we maintain that by the aid 
of fpiritual weapons, our feith will grow ftronger by 
its manifold provings, and a vidorious fight will at 
laft abundantly compeniate for every affli£iing difpen- 
fation, and conflift of foul. Let patience then have 
its perfed work, that thou mayft ^* be perfect and 
entire, (as faith the Apoftle) lacking nothing."— 
Many friends here, who love you in the truth, have 
fympathized with you on account of your late profpeS 
of fuiFering, concerning what fome of you apprehend 
to be the law of your God j and your relief therefrom 
is equally rejoicings Is it not caufe of humble thank-> 
fiilnefs, that fome weak minds are fpared from giving 
publick demonftration of their fidelity to the Chriftian 
teligion, at a time when, peradventure, their faith 
therein was not ftrong enough to be accompanied by 
fuch works ? A query of this fort to themfelves 
ought deeply to convince them of this renewed 
obligation they are under to their heavenly Father^ 
** whofe eyes run to and fro in the earth, beholding 
the evil and the good ;** and that nothing fhort of 
increafing faithfulnefs to known duty, and watchful^ 
nefs thereunto in fpirit, can render them approved in 
the fight of fo gracious a Being. 

We arc glad to believe there are fincere-hearted 
<nen and women amongft you ; may thefe be of one 
heart and one mind, walking ^^ by the fame rule, and 
minding the fame thing,^' gathering together in the 
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iaei^d Name, and diligently waiting therein the tioM^ 
'vUch infinite wifdom prefcribes, (though in ever fucb 
Inimiliaition to the creature) before the people's minds 
«re dxawn to outwatxi teftimoniesi Oh ftrengthen 
one anotber in this holy exercife I It is eflential for 
gofpel minifters to experience ; that therein the fpirits 
.taxf ber trtedy every transformation of the enemy 
judged downy and the fuiliiring feed of the kingdom 
only exalted. If ^is reduAion of feif, and all felfifh 
workingy were die objeA of your ftrong and feeble 
members, your aHemblies would be folemh, your 
feeding would be upon the bread of life, and your 
ibals would worlhip and adore the Divine Prefence, 
-which delights <to dwell in you, and amongft you.-— 
Thy account of the young people's faithfulnefs was 
acceptable; and, with thee, " I wiih it may be a 
fincerh ilep towards virtue." Hearing of the two 
marriages likely to be fo agreeably accomplifhed, is 
alfo pleafant ; and I hope that the reflection will be 
faftingly comfortable to the parties when their minds 
are growing under the influence of heavenly dew, and 
in obedience to the crofs of Chrift* 

Clonmel, 2d month, 1789— *If you fully knew 
the ftate of our minds, and how clofely they have 
been occupied fince our parting from you, I am 
ready to conclude, that fometimes you could hardly 
have refrained from dropping us a word in feafon. 
Perhaps it is felf-love which dire£ls to this vein of 
confolation; an hunger after fenfible enjoyments, 
which generally manifefts itfelf to be infatiable, and 
the feeding of which feldom ftrengthens the root 
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tad ground of true Chrifttan fellowfliip* Ic has been 
'Our lot, and I doubt not but it has been yours, fince 
we Sblw each other, to pa6 through trials inward and 
outward i wherein nothing fkort of the Arm of 
Onmipotence could pcofitabiy fuftain and bring 
thrmgb. O ! that our fiiith.fluijr be Arengthened in 
itr; that as our race will loon be run, we asajr, 
.duriqg its humiliating courfe, invariably parfue. the 
*t)ne thing needful* Then will .onr fteps, amidft the 
briars and thorns of' Ihia world, and all the cbilliag 
,hlafts of' its fpirit, be rewarded in the riches of • the 
mescy of Him who trod the path before us. 
. I remember the unity we were favoured to feel 
in our little fervioes, and the uninterrfspted harmony 
of our connexion as companions } and thefe things 
iiave left upon my mind impreffions too (acred to be 
Joft in forgetfttlnefs. Inftead of their dying, I think 
of late they have been repleniihed with a degree of 
.the beft life : and as we endeavour fimply to move 
in the lots affigned by us our all-wife Creator, how- 
ever diftant our outward dwellings may be, the im- 
mortal part will not fail to affimilate us in the pre* 
cious covenant of love and life. It is a wonderful 
•union which Chriflian travellers enjoy, when they 
meet one another in fpirit. Though their communi- 
cations be mournful, yet underflanding each other's 
language, and being companions, they are encou- 
raged and ftrengthened thereby, to proceed on their 
journey towards a city which hath foundations, 
whofe peace is everlafting. 
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ClonaIeL) 3d month, 1789 -^The precious <f1ft<i 
llence of peace^ is one of thofe rare and valuabU 
flowerSj that feiem in danger of withering wkh. tod 
much dtffday in the open air. The (hade^ we ar^ 
fometime^ favoured to retire to, when the worl^ 
)nay judge us in its own flucStuating fpirit > << when 
thou prayeft) enter into the clofet and flutt the 
door," tic. 

CLoifMfiL, 3d month, 1789 — It is a vdry low 
time with me. There are few I believe that need 
fuch baptifms as myfelf, and therefore it iSj no doubc^ 
beft for me to bear them zt quietly and profitably 
as I can. He with whom we have to do^ affl!6b 
not willingly the children of men > and therefore, if 
our afflictions are not of our own bringing on^ they 
are a part of the work of that righteoufiie(s which 
produces quietnefs and afltirance for ever; We muft 
not expe£t to pafs through the prefent vale of tearS) 
without bearing our prq>ortion of fuflfering^ for 
the body's fake a and thofe abafemtots which are ib 
neceflary for our own prefervation. tn the truthi 
Wherefore let us be patient^ and eflablifh our hearts^ 
that fo We may not be moved or turned away from 
the hope of the gofpel, but through all, fland in the 
fkith that the day of the Lord draweth nigh.— — -Wc: 
often find) to the mortification of the creature^ that 
times and feafons are not at our command, nor even 
for us always to know : it is the divine prerogative 
to dtfpofe of them $ and the human mind is taught 
thereby its own dependency, and driven in queft of 
that &ith by which the juft live^ Fsuth removes our 
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doubts, anchors tbe (91A when upon the A^Mtiag 
Waters oF lincerumt j ; *^ is the very fuhftance of 
khiags hoped for, luid the evidence of thiogi not feen/' 
JPig^ my beloved friend, the good fight thereof^ and 
give no place to Ae accufer ; h will thy pofleffion of 
tiiis heavenly gift hscreafe, thy offerings will conti- 
nue to be acceptable^ and vidory bec<Miie fisaled to 
thee when the combat is over. 

CiONMEt, 3d month, 1789^^ If thou and t are 
really favoured with the precious evidence of gofpel 
iinion, let lis be tenacious of its purity. On thy 
part, do not fail to <^ exhort and reprove with idl 
authority,'^ even when the decettfulneis of my heart 
judges itfelf better than it is^ What fignifies that 
part in us which cannot inherit the kingdom? 
I cannot lay that I am light hearted, though it 
is comfortaUe to believe thy burdens decreafe; 
nor do I wiflx to Caft a gloom upon, and cloud that 
iky, wbich^ after much teiiipeftuous weather^ and 
a frequent oppreffive atmoiphere, may attnuS the 
ftrengthened fight to greater heights of dearnefe and 
purity, than^ in feme paft feafons, the nature of 
things would allow; I congratulate thee as one, 
not only beholding the viAoni but gradually and 
effedually afcending the ladder which reaches from 
earth to heaven ; on which^ methinks, the defcend- 
ing angels are fent to ftrengthen poor weary piU 
grims. May I be thy companion } not fo much for 
the lake of thy company, though that is truly plea* 
iant, as for the glorious reft within the pearl gates, 
when the tribulated fteps to it (hall for ever ceafe. 
2 D 
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I believe I do not fo frequently write to any one off 
this fubjed as to thyfelf; and I would not have thee 
think that my conveHation is proportionably iti 
heaven* Thefe profpeds animate the foul ; but the 
difcouragements and perfecutions from that which ts 
born of the flefh, feem as if they would drag every 
holy afpiration into the mire and the clay of the 
horrible pit. 

Dublin, ^th month, 1789-^ It juft occurred to 
me as I took up the pen, that probably there is a 
greater fimilarity in our exercifes, than we are ge- 
nerally aware of, and perhaps we are oftner dipped 
into fympathy one with another than we are capable 
of perceiving. Religious fympathy is I am perfuaded 
a great myftery. The apoftle fought to fill up that 
which remained (of his portion) of the fufferings of 
Chriftj for the church's fake ; and may we be like 
minded refpe£ling thofe baptifms, which introduce 
into a fellowfhip with the efiedual fufferings of the 
Lamb, and work in us a conformity to His death ; 
thereby qualifying, through the power of His refur*' 
redion, to demonftrate that they are not only for 
our own, but alfo for the church's fake. Under 
thefe difpenfations, can we fiiil, at times, of feeling 
ourfelves alone ? We fbould not be exercifed ac- 
cording to our meafures, in his tribulated path, if, 
in the awful moment when the crucifixion of our 
wills is approaching, our aflbciates and friends ftood 
around us with the cup of confolation ; no ! it were 
his enemies then who, haftening their own deftruc«- 
tion, pierced him, and ntiiniftered the vinegar and 
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i^e gall. Let us then feize tlie comparifon for our 
humiliation. Chrift in us can unfeal the liiyftery, 
and amidft His holy leadings in the regenerationf 
can renew the drooping mihd with th^ confoling 
language of *^ Fear not, greater is He that is in 
you, than he that is in the world/' I wi0l that thy 
mind may be eiicour^ed, without unprdiitable rea- 
foning, to labour onward in the hidden paths and 
pilgrimage of the Jew inward. Thou haft put thjr 
hand to a good, work, for which I do believe thou 
art chofen. The enemy of all good, will, as for- 
merly, feek to deftroy the immortal birth^ and not 
fail to caft forth floods out of his mouthy and re- 
prefent them to be the miniftration of juft condem- 
nation. To be preferved from this attack upon thy 
beft life, petadventure thou mayeft be induced to 
flee into the wildernefs, where methinks I now viflt 
thee, and where thou wilt not be fufFered to fall ; 
but thou wilt be fuftained With the bread which the 
world knows not of, and come forth in the appointed 
time, more and more weaned from all human de- 
pendencies. 

Dublin; 5th month, 1789 — Few fources of 
comfort prefentbd at the opening of thefe mixed af- 
femblies ; and unlefs the one great fource of light 
and purity produces to the believers the newnefs of 
the fpirie, they cannot but faft ; and well is it for 
them, when, to their fafting, they can acceptably 
^dd mourning. For my part, I have in general^ 
thro' the courfe of the fittings of this meeting (which 
are moftly gone through) felt myfelf fomething like 
2 D 2 
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hbrff who £it at the bkffed Mafter's fepulchl«^ 
with a hngiiage fimilar to diat of ^ They hare taken 
sway my Lord, ahd I know not where they have 
laid Him/'. To thy fympatbetic mind, diis may be 
a fttficient defcripdon how things have gone with 
Ihy S. G. Perhaps in the laft moment of extremity 
(for fometimes we are wifely tried to the laft) the 
joyful tidij^s may falute the fpiritnal ear,' ** Thy 
Lord is rifen^ and behold be goeth before thee." 
This is the crown of all true rejoicing ; this is the 
Ueffing of which the creature muft ever acknowledge 
itfelf miworthy. It is a knowledge which indeed 
puffeth not up ; and were it not that Lncifer^ that 
fallen fon of die morning, is ieeking to intrude and 
fometimes does intrude himfelf, and attrads the un« 
wary mind to fome mountain of felf exaltation; 
peradventore the manifeftations and coztfolations of 
the Spirit, would more often, and mofe eminendy 
abound amongft die Lord's vifited and adopted 
children. <* Feed me then with food convenient 
for me^ left I be full and deny diee :" O delirable 
refignation ! 

Chester, 5th mondi, 1789^1 was forry to hear 
that thy mind was ftill in fo dejeded a ftale^ Caufet 
for fituations of this fort cannot always be com- 
prehended by us, and dierefore we ought to be 
careful how we conclude that they either are, or ase 
not, in the ordering of beft Wifdom« One thing 
however affords confolation to the truly contrite 
mind ; that all things ihaU work together for good 
to thofe who love and fear God. As I do believe^ 
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Aoii art erne of tbolcy auyl that tbpu fijiCQrdi/ de« 
fireft alfo to walk acceptably before Him^ l^am mar« 
and more, patiently and thankfully, to receive frona 
His holy haod, whatlpever He appoints or permltSt 
as difpenfations which He only can fuaS^. It is « 
A>rt of fcbool the mind ha# to enter into, when fen- 
iible of its own infirmities, it ptufues th* tilings of 
|he kingdom, and the knowledge how to difcem 
them from the myfterious work^qga and cogitations 
of corrupt feUv it has many leflbi|S to leai:n, hard 
to 0e(h and blood ; and periiaps ob^k of tiw moft 
difficult is, to think nottung too hard, i^pjd\i|ig tpo 
near or dear ^ to part with, for the fidoe of the prifse 
in view, ^ni w^re we thoroughly to learn it, I 
believe it would clothe us with many amiable and 
printable difpofitipDS, vriii^ mMimiwing I^aelit^ 
have feldom time tp difcovi|a'« 

LoNDow, 6t^ month, i7$9---Thoa art often very 
near and dear to m^; and I hare fidt it ^en^edly 
durii^ the courfis of the cxercifiiig m^ttngs we 
have had here ; for true Ipve fopietimes fprixigs up^ 
ai|d attrads our attention tP fome llifiering objed^ 
' when we are re«dy to think oiirfi^lvei deftititf^ of its 
ftcred virtue, an4 too much fcattered \n mind from 
its hidden track livingly to converfe with it. So, 
my dear friend, it has often been with me fince we 
&weach other; believing that thou h^ trials pe- 
culiar to thjrfelf, and peradventure, art too much 
depreifed therewidi. Let not any difcouragemeat 
fii^k thee below an holy confidence, tlv^t the ev^r- 
lafting Arm is underneath ; and that^ if thou *f dea) 
2 P 3 
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thy bread to the hungry, and thy water to the thirfty 
foul, thy light fliall break forth out of obfcurity, and 
thy darknefs become as the noon day." Believe 
not the moft fubtle infinuation, that thy paflage 
Arough life will continue thorny as it is ; for it is 
in the deceivablenefs of unrighteoufnefs that thefe 
things are fiiggefted to us, in order to remove us 
from that ilediaftnefs and hope of the gofpel, in 
which vifited minds are defigned to be eftablifhed. 
♦ Clonmel, 7th mondi, 1789 — ^My heart and eyes 
have been afrefii affe<5led by a lively revival of days 
diat are paft : days of fore tribulation, when the 
old heavens and old earth were pafling away, and a 
capacity unbegotten to rejoice in the difcovery of 
the new. Yea, they were days when the battle was 
hot between fiefli and fpirit ; and for want of being 
accuftomed to the weapons of warfare, mind and 
body were wearied, and the vitals of both nearly 
overcome. When I relied upon the kindnefs of 
infinite goodneis many ways manifefted to my weak 
ftate, and the ingratitude of my heart, I wonder 
at the long forbearance, and continued effufions of 
the quickening and purifying virtue of the* immortal 
word : I wonder at my prefent backwardnefs in the 
Chriflian life ; and my want pf zeal in the purfuit of 
the one thing needful. 

May thy bofom friend and thyfel^ be fo helpful 
and blefled to each other, as, in the facred covenant 
wherein ye are bound, unitedly to ftretch forth 
your hands, unfettered by any thing of your own ; 
and let another bind, or gird you, even though you 
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may be carried thereby whither ye would not. The 
inqxpreffibly near unity and afFedion which I felt 
with, and for your fpirits, in our late and ihort 
jundlion, has left a fweet and confoling favour be- 
hind 3 which now, and fometimes when a different 
influence would prevail, fprings up as under the 
threihold of the door, and rifes till it becomes a 
river, which my often tried mind meafurably re- 
joices and fwims in. Count not your lives dear 
unto yourfelves, when called for at your hands ; and 
when not, labour after tranquility of foul ', remem- 
bring, that, however little and poor ye may be, ye 
cannot, by taking ever fo much thought, add one 
cubit to your itature. But refignation itfelf is a 
gift. Oh that ye may coyet the beft gifts 1 for it is 
as we have them in view> and pray for them, ac- 
cording to the mind of the fpirit, that we receive. 

Clonmsl, 8th month, 1789-^ Thou art, dear 
friend, an epiftle written in my heart, where I fome-? 
times read thee, and thy mournful, humble ftep- 
pings, with joy ; confiftent with the divine com- 
mand to rejoice in his new creation, of which, in 
infinite mercy, thou art happily a part; having 
known all things to pafs away, and new ones to be 
brought in, where the righteoufi\e(s of the creature 
is beheld to be as filthy rags ; and where the right- 
eoufnefs of God, the obedience of f^ith, dwells. 
Let it dwell, and more and more abound in thy ex- 
perience ; for thereby thy flrength will encreafe, 
and nothing, in divine appointment, will be found 
too hard for thee to perform. In true limplicity^ to. 
2D4 
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lean upon and fellow the Beloved of fouh^ is a m>n- 
d^rfid prefervation from diat reafoning and vain 
confultation with fleih and bIood9 which difti'ads 
the mind) and often caufes it to err from the feich. 
It is true our fptritual guide, for wife purf^ofesi 
conceals himfelf from us ; the brid^rooni is taken 
jiw^y*^ and then the difciples cannot liut mourn ^ 
and better is it for them that they fhould mo^urn^ 
than enter into the r^moteft confederacy with his 
enemy againft him, call in queftion Hi| manifefhi- 
tionS) and doubt wfai^ther He is to ^s that friend, 
of whom He has given us, in broad daylight, living 
prpofr. An unbelieving heart is a temptation moft 
fiibtil, and often very plaufiUy prefented. Beware 
6{ it, dear frieifd I B^ not afraid to have thy fool- 
jfhnefe fef Chrift's fake perfeded $ for His gofpel, 
which is the power of God unto fitlvation to all 
diem that believe, is a fund of requifites for the 
Chriftian traveller; from the bibe to the ftrong 
man's fpod, the cloaditng of the lilies in the hea- 
venly garden, to ibe a^outrements and vi£l:orious. 
armour of the Lambda folcHerf. Fear not therefore,^ 
diough thou be a chtM, and feem to diyfelf that 
thou canft not go ; for the L<>rd hath anointed thee^ 
and will therefore ftrength^ thee for His work^ 
and feed thee with food convenient for thee. 

CLONiffEL, 8«h month, 1789 r-* You are very 
often remembered by me in ftfterly fympathy and 
affe^pn, though feidom told of it ; and I trttft that 
nothing relating to my filenee wiO be able to make 
diiFere(kt impreffions. I find it very difiodt jtn our 
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krge family, and amtdft other duties than thof^ 
which rchtc to it (though but few of them com- 
parativdy fall to my lot,) to fit down and quietly 
comrcrfc with my friends : and yet they come upon, 
or rather arreft, my mental attention, when in the 
▼cry thick of cares and anxieties ; fo that I hope the 
invifible intercourfc of kindred fpirits, is lefs dependent 
upon outward and vifible figns, than we fometimes 
imagine ; and peradvcnturc, the more we look beyond 
the things that are feen, tp the things that are not feen, 
the more we then poflefs the very thing which our 
niltures prompt us to toil for. Neverthelefs, as a 
fecondary confolation, it is layirful thus to qommune. 
Your |aft jomt epiftl^ was to me a pleaiant repaft, 
^ough fome pf its ingredients were bitter herbs: 
ypu know fo ^cll how, in every new difpenfation, 
to lode to ^^ the great firft caufe,*' and to wait for 
that Gpdification of the Spirit, which piufeth al} 
things to work together for good to them that love 
flim, diat it feems unneceflary for me to remark 
upon it. An entire freedom clothes my mind re^i- 
fpeding you ; yea, and I may add, a belief that your 
bittereft cups will be fweetened in the due and ap- 
pqinted time. To wait for that, has often been 
hard duty to the haftinefe of my defires. But were 
we not to be fo exercifed ; where pr how covild 'we 
obtain profitable experience in the Chriftian's path ? 
How could ^e live by faiths when all things were 
accountable (P us ? or when arrive at the quiet and 
fafe harbour of pure refignation, if the ftorms of 
carnal reafoning were never to fife? There is a 
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great and an attainable purity in that ftate of mind, 
which forbears to judge even in its own caufe i 
which, in finglenefs, cafls its burden upon the Lord, 
and accepts every permitted tribulation and chaftife- 
ment, as a renewed feal of adoption, and evidence 
of our being intended to be joint heirs with Chrift i 
and therefore bound and induced, by the unfailing 
mercies of God, to follow through all, our holy 
Head } and by the increafe of his fpirit, not to fear 
humbly to breathe the language of Abba, Father. 
I look up with an emulous eye, to an experience 
^hich I generally live far ihort of j but let us prefs 
forward, for we (hall reap if we faint not. 
You are a colledion of chofen vefiels at that place. 
Oh fufFer not the enemy to put in his cloven foot 
amongft you, for hq mars the pureft defigns ; a^d 
to fruflratc the gracious intention^ of the Lord's 
children being help-meets to ea9h other, is one of 
his moft fubtil attempts. When there are ftorms 
at fea, velTels are often fcattered, and hid one from 
another ; perhaps all ecjually tofTed : but there is a 
voice which botl^ winds and waves obey, and which 
unites them again. Have &ith in it, and. wait; for 
it, and ye (hall do well. 

Clonmel, 8th month, 1789 — As ^hil4ren of the 
fame family, I believe it allowable for us to com- 
mune together at times, as we walk in the way and 
are fad } for, ^lethinks, the mafter has herein joined 
himfelf to us, and I truft will gracioufly continue 
to do fo, as we hold faft our integrity, and become 
inore and more fkilful in lamentation. Elijah, in a^ 



LETTERS. 411 

lime of deep revolt, thought himfelf alone, ind faw 
Ifrael with an eye clouded by difcouragement, till 
He who knows all things revealed to him his pwn 
preferved feed. In the word of eternal life only, is 
certainty. Well f they that feared the Lord fpake 
often one to another : I look at thee, dear friend, as 
having very few to fpeak to who underfland the 
Hebrew tongue -, one of the charadlerifticks of many 
in this day who are called Chriftians is, that they 
are half Jew and half Aihdod ; but even at this be 
not too forrowful : " When father and mother for- 
feke thee, the Lord will take thee up," and become 
himfelf the fupplier of all thy wants. Who knows 
but He may make thee an inftrument for the turning 
of many to a pure language, and inducing them to 
call upon the iacred name, the refuge and fan£luary 
of the righteous ; that fo they may be preferved in 
the fecret places of the Almighty, until his indig. 
nation be overpaft. Be a faithful watchman ; yea 
be willing and thankful to become the moft menial 
in the fpi ritual family. This humility will, with 
the bleffing, infure thy prefervation, and at times 
furnifh thee with that bread of eteriud life, which 
the world knows not of. 

Clonmel, 9th month, 1789 — I wifh we could 
more frequently converfe upon our various con- 
cerns, believing that each of us finds them at 
times awfully important, and attended with their 
peculiar perplexities. A little company in fuch 
paths has a cheering effed, as it feldom happens, 
in the right ordering of things, that all are finking 
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under di(i:ounigements together ; and therefore they 
can the better fpeak comfortably when feme one or 
other fenfiblj pofleiTes the precious gift of faith) 
which peradyenture all are neverthelefs living by* 

My head often fcems dropping below water j yea, 
^ere are feafons when the billows afhially p^fs 
over ; and, through unutterable mercy, they do pafa 
over, and beyond tl^e prefent trials. Sowing as in 
tears, in the variety of ground which we find amongfl 
the children, my flrength gets renewed; and my 
foul begotten again to a lively hope, that infinite 
^ii)dneis will, in Hts own time and way, blefs our 
feeble endeavours tb prepare fubjeds for the kingr 
dom of the Prince of peace. It is little we can do i 
^ut that little let us labour to perform acceptably to 
the Almighty Father, and leave the wprld to gazo 
upon us, ^ni judge of us, as ft may : fac when wo 
take its fentiments intq confideration^ pr put them 
in competition with our foul's peace^ it is like that 
falfe balance which is an abomination to the Lord ; 
whereas the juft weight (an implicit attention anc} 
obedience to diyine requiiition) is H(is delight* I 
wUky dear friends, that your hands nfiay be flrength- 
ened, in the faithful difcharge of your duty toivards 
the numerous family you prefide in ; for the moret 
you ered the flandard of truth there, the mpre your 
fervices in fociety will increafe ; and what is &\H 
better, the deeper your fpirits wil^ get in the un- 
defiled confolations pf the humble followers of Jefus. 
Thefe are worth fuffiering fcH-, and they abound ii^ 
proportipn to our tribulations for His fake. 
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CibNMEL) 9th monthy 1789-^1 am truly g}ad thou 
ftandeft fo dedicated to pour water on tke hands of 
this fweet-fpirited friend ; believing fuch a dilpofition^ 
conceived in the integrity of the hearty is often ac^ 
ceptabk to» and blefled by^ the good Spirit which 
renews the hope of the humUey and revives the 
minds of the contrite ones. Let not the ufual dif* 
Couragements of thefe .little furrenders^ fe {M'event 
thee from following on to the full performance, ai 
to rob thee of the reward of enriching peace^ and 
Ae increafe of thy experience in the work where^ 
into thou aft) beyond all doubt to my mind, rightly 
introduced. Having put thy hand to the plough, 
it is not now a day for thee to look back. ^< Rc-» 
member Lot's wife," has often been an inftrudive 
caution, and leflbn of peculiar inftru^lion to my 
mind) when in danger of giving up my fpifitual 
travail, and rather than diftinguifli myielf from thofe 
to whom my fteppings appeared fbolifhnefs, tempted 
in the bitternefs of my fpirit, to fay, ^ I will fpeak 
no more in thy name.'' The old heavens and the 
old earth will (I truft) yield thee no more of theif 
forbidden delights 1 and therefore, how unwife 
would it be, through an imperfe£l obedience, to 
deprive thy tribulated fpirit of that undeiiled re- 
joicing, which is peculiar to the new creation of 
God. I mean not, by this folicitude refpeding 
tfiee, to be the means of promoting an adivity ftx)m 
under the renewed influence of pure wifdom, or 
even the premature difclofing of openings into the 
undoubted myfleries of the kingdom j for it is a great 
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but neceflary attainment, to know how to keep ihi 
Lord's fecrets^ and when to reveal them. But i 
truly refigned and humble ftate of mind is a continual 
facriiice, and will produce the fruit of the Spirit -, fo 
that I wifh for thee and myfelf, that this ifoot of 
the ihatter may be found in us ; then, as fteady and 
uniform travellers, we fhall gain ground in the new 
and living way ; and leaving the things that are 
behind, fhall reach forth to thofe that are before^ 
having our eye fingle unto Jefus, who alfo took up 
the crofs and defpifed the fhame. 

Clonmel, loth month, 1789 — ^I feel myfelf nearly 
interefted in thine and thy wife's welfare, and am 
pleafed with every renewed capacity to fympathize 
with you in fpirit, knowing, that if you dwell in that 
f^ith which overcomes the world, you muft often 
experience trials of it, and, for its refinement, be 
baptized into a fenfe of your own weaknefs; per* 
haps fo much fo^ as to acknowledge, with the holy 
Apoftlc, that we have the fentence of death in our- 
felves, that we fliould not truft in ourfelves, ** But 
in God who raifeth the dead." If this is your exer- 
cife, be encouraged to faithfulnefs herein. There 
are many who willingly cry, hofanna to him who 
cometh in the name of the Lord, but who are not 
bound enough in heart to the pure feed of divine 
light, to watch and to fufFer with it, at a time when 
there is no form nor comelinefs in it ; and when it 
feems no ottierwife to operate in the foul, than by 
making the creature abhor itfelf. Thefe take not 
that root in religion, and have not that holy com- 
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tnunion or fellowfhip with the Father' and with the 
•Son, which qualifies the watchful Chriftian foul 
undoubtedly to know when good cometh ; to rejoice 
in themfelves, and not in another } yea^ and to bear 
teftimony, in the quickening virtue of truth, that the 
Lord is rifen. I greatly defire thy prefervation, deaf 
friend, believing that thou art defigned for an inftru^ 
ment in the Lord's hands, to carry on his work, his 
great and marvellous work, amongft a benighted and 
rebellious people, and to be the means, in the litde 
fociety thou art joined to, of drawing them, by thy 
example as well as precept, from the ^ Lo ! here is 
Chrift, and lo ! he is there," to the kingdom of hea* 
yen in themfelves; and of inftru£ling them in patient 
waiting for its coming. This being a part of thy 
office, I know thou muft endure much hardnefs, and 
meet with perfecution in thyfelf, and in others ; be«- 
caufe the enemy of all good will transform himfelf 
as into an angel of light, and try to beguile both the 
fimple, and thofe who are meafurably inftru£led in 
the kingdom : but take for thy example a faithful 
fervant • of Jefus Chrift, who fled as the dove to the 
window of the ark, and ftood ftill in that watch. «^ 
Then wilt thou be rewarded with the fulnefs of joy, 
at the coming of thy Lord, without whom thou canft 
do nothing ; ftrength will be given thee faithfully to 
bear thofe Chriftian teftimonies, in which thou haft 
moft furely believed, and alfo to fuiFer for them, if 

* See William Lcddra's epifile in Pieiy Promoted. 



4r6 EXTRAiiffl fioM 

k lie tbtMifter^ will* Then w» the light iiitlMfe 
he mom tiid more nfefii} in, die faoure, and tbe weight<£ 
ini^ and lereteMe of tfl7 fpttki excite die beloved 
jmiAilfoto^IMUtliafO the field wlbere the pearl lies.- 
May I he dijr cbmpanidn in tbefe exerciTel t My 
attlunm^ ^ih feligioiis knowledge h« {billl i and 
#ki(M< frequent baptifitts of fyixit^ and watdiinga 
iMo pnytTj 1 find eVen that Iktle might feon be 
^en away. Let me faair^ thy prayers and the fym^ 
pathy of thy Qriri^ when ertr the pure light teachea 
diee fo to do. It is a comfort to us to feel thee, and 
mne others of ^our Kttle flock, in the precious 
covenant of lore and life, wherein We defite to be 
remembered by you and by them. 

CioNMBt^ lOth monthi 1789-^ Thy peaceful 
return is matter of joy to me. I wonder not at rt^ 
becaufe thoU waft ftrengthened to humble tfayfelf as a 
Ittde child I and therefore, on the wings of faith and 
love^ art thou exalted to behold and afpire after the 
hope of thy Callings and even to rejoice in the 
renewed profpeA of the land which is very br o£ 
Ah ! how often our fpiritual eye wants purging and 
re^anointing, in order to fee thefe things, and in out 
meafurci to ^^ Behold the King in his beauty ;*' and 
even when it is ia prepared^ wifdom, infinite wififom^ 
prefents it at times with obje&s more conducive to 
the eftabUlhcnent of the mind upon the Rock alone^ 
by leaving it fo deftitute cf fenfible ei^oyment, that 
it loaths itlelf, feelingly cries oiit, << Without thee I 
can do nothing^'* and panteth, like die hart after the 
water brooks, for Shiloh, the river ot Iife< Hete 
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(in another metaphor) is Chrift the Rock founds 
whereon^ a truly rdigioas wearineft (not impatience) 
of this world, and the things thereof, tend to build, 
ftabliO^ and ftrengthen .us« We are but fojourners 
here; let us then, with becoming earneftnefi of 
ijMrit, invariably feek a city which hath foundations, 
the very knowledge of whofe Builder and Maker is 
life eternal. Thou art right, my dear friend, in be« 
lieving me to be in a tried low ftate of mind, though 
thou art the firft that feems to know any thing of it. 
I mourn over myfelf, not knowing why it is fo with 
me. As to opening my mouth in our meetings, it 
feems as far from me as if I had never known fuch a 
concern. A painful gloomy exercife, or a wander-i 
ing imagination, is what I have principally to tra« 
vail through ; and yet, having been acquainted with 
a fituation of mind much more deftitute than this, I 
dare not but confider the invifible fupport my foul is 
bleiTed with, as an object of reverent gratitude.—* 
Well might David, who knew the various difpenfa- 
tions of the Lord, pray that His holy fpirit might 
not be taken from him, at the lame time that he 
craved the reftoration of the joys of His falvation. 
But let our allotment be what it may, there is fome 
attention to be paid to that precept of the gofpel, 
^ to wafli and to anoint, rather than to appear to 
men to faft/' My fituation in this large family, 
where many have their own exercifes to pafs through, 
__calls upon me for ^thc pra£lice of every Chriftian 
virtue which I have, through unmerited mercy, been 
taught in the fchool of Chrift ; and much complaint, 
2 E 
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or converTation about our inward ftatfc, unlefi thitff 
open the way for it (which I truft is now the cafe,) 
rather decreafes than increafes our ftrength* W0 
have a friend, blefled be tiie great and ever woitfay 
hame, that fticks clofer than any brother ; may we 
then cleave to Him with full purpofe of heart I He 
tan renew our refignation, and abundantly .prepare 
ns to&y, •« Not my will, but Thine be done." 

Ctoi^MEL, xjth month, 178^ — I am, through 
ioiinite kindne/s, convinced that the immortality of 
the foul is manifeft in the fpiritual communion which^ 
according to our meafures, we experience in thefe 
ftiortal bodiesy independent of every medium origina- 
ting in the invention of man ^ and though a very 
defedive purity occafions with me a very defecfiive 
enjoyment of it, yet I feel at times a holy refolution 
to hold faft that which I have of the unfpeakable gift 
of faithy and to accept it as an earneft of the inherit-*" 
ance; until, by greater degrees of light, love, and 
life, the redemption of the purchafed poileffion is 
obtained^ That thou art my companion herein, and 
in hidden confl]£k for this glorious prize, I feem 
aUTured beyond ^ doubt y- and greatly defire that the 
jprefent dilpenfati(Mi of unerring Wifdom may, in 
proportion to the depths of forrow which &ou haft 
b^perienced, lead thee up, on confecrated ground, 
to this dignified attainment. > Ah, myiriend, thefe 
are humble afcendings, becaufe they are the confe- 
quence of defcending : but they are fafe ; therefore . 
fear not, O daughter of Zion ; lo ** I am with . 
thee, faith the Lord> be not difmayed, I am thy 
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God J r will ftrcngtheft thee, I will help thce>. yea-^ 
I wiU v]Aold thee with the right hand of my right.'* 
eoufnefs." 

C^ONMBL, lith month, 1789 — Thefe are low 
trying times with us^ and particularly to my mind, 
feeling myfelf often as one that has abundant need to 
g9 down again to the potter*^ houfe ; and, through 
divine favour, ftrength is at times aiForded to defcend 
in fpirit to where a right and true fenfe of myfcJfy 
and die purity of the caufe I am fometimes engaged 
to advocate, is obtained. Wc Df:en have need of 
the prayers, and fympathy of each others fpirits ; and 
ck \ that we may be kept in that faith which gives 
the vi^ory, ib as to wreftle eiFe(EluaIly for the re- 
newed fupplies of the Spirit, that none of the dif-- 
couragements of our day may prevail againft us. I 
know thou haft thy fecret provings ; but fear not, 
^' Greater is He that is in thee, than he that is in 
the world/' We have champions in this land, 
who feem to defy little David's fimplicityj but if 
thofe who go forth againft fuch in your parts, as well 
as here, do it in the name of the Lord God of the 
armies of Ifrael, and with thofe weapons which He 
approves, viAory will finally be on their fide. 

Cloi^mel, nth month, 1789— I have long feen 
it neceflary to watch my own heart, left while I 
nourifhed an approved Chriftian fympathy with my 
fellow pilgrims, and manifefted it in the line of ap- 
prehended duty, I fbould^ alfo draw their attention 
aifd afFeAions to myfelf, and thereby wound the pure 
life by ftrengthening the root of Iblf-love in both; 

2 E 2 
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HiMrinAcftcl of buiUliiig up in the wok holy faith) andl 
Jn a fing}c depcndaQce upon the one true and ever- 
J^ftiag Lawgiver^ makp fuch a. compoiition of nature 
and graces as tvould keep the mind in fermentation, 
ivitiber dian inperfed peace ^ rob pf His honour the 
;Cliptam of o^r £ilvation i and prevent thofe mighty 
wq^xiis being done in His name which call for the 
.^i^glenefs of the believiilg heart. I have beheld an 
eyil lil(e this in our-camp^ and its impediment to the 

.growth of vifited minds to that ftature in Chiifl^ to 
vfhich their peace afluredly called them. Do not 
|3pi4ake me ; I reverence the bo^id of Chriftian fel- 
][owihip^ and in a fenfe .of the.fellowfhip itfelf, with 
its (acred confcJing undion, my fpirit has often been 

'diiToIvedt and fervently craved its increafe in myfelf 
and others : yea, I have rejoiced in the flowings of 

• ti^ language, • which I can now feelingly adopt ro 
thyfelf (not from partiality fo much as from a re- 
newed concern for thy prefervation) ** My longed 

^fof and. joy) ftand hfi in the Lord, my dearly be-^ 

-J^ved/' In fcafbns like this, we perceive whcfe the 
mixture Jies^ the natural part (which cannot inherit 
tt^ kiQg4pm} blending with a rightly begotten ex-* 
fir^i(§ ^pd fyn^pathy with ejich other. If our moft 
^miabik qualifications, and afFedlionate endearments, 

.arcjl^t fubferyieot to, and fandified by, the refiner 
of hc«ic|fft they are encumbrances to the gofpel, and 

.thejervii)e$af*it, 
. C&ONMp>,i;ithmonth|i789'— Accept the expref- 

. iiDn95>f my reviewed love and ^mpathy for, and with 
thee; the remembrance of thee is precious to my heart. 
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becaufe I eomfortably feel thee to be a fellow traveller 
towards a cfty which hath foiindatidns. We nhuft 
not exped the weather, the road^, and ^he iifyofkiOh 
of our minds for profetuCing the journey, to be alWi]^ 
pleafant ; but We muft ever be cardfM to httlpSrt the 
way ; to travel when light^ is upon the patbt zrd^ 
reft In the night. Wcarc not to feOtichide^tveJ^ 
thing loft which is out of fight; the mbftvahiaMe 
grain the earth yields, pafles throogh a teihporaiy 
death. We are moft of us (enfelifs erib6gK,'-irt tirtitS, 

' to be obJeSs of the Apoftle's roufinfg adcfrefii ■^T^<aii 
fool, that which thou fowcft*isnot quitkefied, excefit 
it die.** Human nature is fo fubje<Sb td'^ecepfroii, 
that it can fruftrate, by fome poRutioh or .oAfer, 
almoft every difpenfation, but death: theftfofe, be 
thou faithful unto that, remembering the confeqtieht 
promife j ^ Thou iHalt receive a crown 6f life.** • 

Clonmfl, 12th month, 1789-^1 affiire theeniy 
heart feels for thee a cordiafity, whicb at'tftne^'dbfes 
myPelf good : for in loving thofe Who l^^ltbe t^ttdi, 
(as I believe thou doft)* We unite ourfelvei fl^^a 
chain, the end 6f which, however rettl6te froilrt&e 
perfedion of divine life, happily cbnneA^ us Wifh •all 

^ the living, in feeking after thofe' things wbich excel 
in purity and duration. One comfort tlMt attends 
thofe who are fimply,' antT fingly preffing ^av ^e 
hope of tbeir cialling is. That they are nbt'\kHmA to 
tell all they feci, neither" with re^d to dtoiiiftlv«B| 
nor others; it is not eflential that they "flldidd fe^k 
eminence, even in the' religious wbrMi* Tha^ are 
happily (pared the trouble bffuchTmdbj^s£ISi and 

• * B r • ■■-■■ •'■'•■ - 
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find thati In foIituJe of fpirit, the Beloved of fouls 
Tpeaks moft comfortably to them, and enriches them 
with moft fpiritual Ueffings, which he caufcs them to 
enjoy in heavenly places. Oh, how often I covet for 
myfelf and my friends, that we may keep iacred, to 
thefe " heavenly places,*' the gifts of the fpirit? 
Nature is apt to feed upon them, to bafk itfelf in their 
influence, and congratulate itfelf In the poflefEon of 
fuch treafure ; when alas ! the gold, the precious 
gold, this way becomes dim, aiid is often unwifely 
tinTeled over by the unfan£tified afFe£lion of the crea* 
'tare. I wifli, that thou and I may poiTefs diat 
love or charity which boafteth not itfelf, nor is foon 
extinguifhed by the changeablenefi ever to be found 
in the face of perifhing things ; but may cherilh In 
ourfelves the root from whence every Chriftian Vir- 
^tue fprings. Then we may have rejoicing in our- 
felves, rather than in another, and our mental £du- 
tations herein be more frequent than our cxpref- 
fions of them. Thy account of dear ■' is 

comfortable, flie is a truly valuable woman, and will 
I hope, more and more, (hew herfelf to be what fhe 
is. Obfcurity is not always granted to thofe who 
moft fcek it ; it is fometlmes a fitvourable climate 
for the fruits pf humiliation's valley; but thefe are 
in wifdom, and for the good of mankind, often ex- 
pofed for thofe that thirfiy and have nothing where- 
ewithtobuy. 

Clonmel, 1 2th month, rySg-^A week or two 
after our return from Dublin, A. S. departed :this 
life. We hear flie had fore conflidl of mind for fom? 
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^7h gr^dy fearing her ftjturc wclferc : fo j^jfe Hi 
that Iciogdom appear, when hef adtnired livelinei^ 
and faculty of pleafing ceafed i when plea(ai>t pidlures 
of fpiritiial things wer^ tofn to pieces,^ and the day 
that biy-ns as an Qven came upon them* But this 
beavinefi of fpirit was a merciful di/penfation i the 
chaftifemeQt yielded pe^^eable fruit j for before (hp 
finaUy took her leave of vifible things, fhe had to ac- 
jbiowledge uniailing mercies. 

Cloni^el, 1 2th month, 1789 — ^I have feenin my 
ibort life, fo much fallacy in huma^ wlfdom refped- 
ing matrimonial connections, and fo mucl^ bleiSng 
ibowered upon an attention to iimple uncorrupte^ 
openings, which have not at Aril appeared moft 
plaufibl^ that I feem to have n^ faith left in any di* 
retSlfpn but that which the devoted heart iuids to 
make for pe^ce. In concerns of this fort, it is ofte|> 
very difficult for fuch to judge, becaufe prepo/Teffion 
^d inclination are apt to influence our bed feel- 
ings. Natural aifecElioq bears fome refemblance of 
£^;re4 imp^lfe^ an4 therefore, methinks that this 
feed, though ever fo right, mud die in the grouud 
before it be quickened and fandtiiiedr In fhprt there 
are few openings, for ou^ s^nd the genera} good, 
which have not tapafs through thi; temporary death, 
few gjifts but >yha( ^i^c deflgn^^ ^o be buried in bap- 
tifm : and I yfiQi thep, if ev^r thou ifoflefs a female 
companion, to obtain her as a fruit qf the new crea- 
tion i fo that thou mayft I'eap thofe fpiritual advan-^ 
tages which thofe enjoy, who, through the eiFedual 
working of the gracp of God, dfink togcUier into 
2 £ 4 
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Qf^^a^wi^rran fM&d0g or wj^ngi for ^tlb- 
cmtrjrl^is qKpfifiei;^^! Zion'ft travelieis wuft. find ii}$b 
fimneAioas ta berfiBcredy buRkHfome and jti^tpid* . 
V (^]^NMj(^j ift iziontby i7^CM<-I,'r«J4Mce tbflit tht 
}Ce<|icr of Jfrikel, who iUepsnot by ds^,4U» iiuiBbefi 
byiAJgbfyb^^M ua4erhi£:providenlklau^ Tik 

i«bMi.'A^^4w <>th€rwirejtQaed m on the coafe* 
9niM4 p^9lkM ptune dbpeildsfice ; ^layft thott!nc^ 
yef .:d«uht,rit« , Sfttan wHI. not ftil to affiitilc ^tface, 
ibeiftiixi^ ki rcwtng abtut Ay dwellmg^ aiid A«ie« 
liiAcSt with the (bbtilCyviof libe {mnc« of tbeaic, 
ieekkig to take jK^ifisffioo of aU -mtfata thee, which 
imk pbBiJB^ HAlitut ^ difobeyjthe conunaods-of ior 
(cruAabk^aad ioimfie wifliom. Rem^nUxr be wm « 
liar &oai the b^rnitng s and ie variably oppojfeth the 
ocaltatioa of eke mountain of the Lord*^ houfisu :He 
prefers aoy hill to tbk r i^d would jrather we wove 
^tber«d to<the bftghtsi of out own tmagtiifttioiis^ an^ 
,the feat of ludgmeiit, ditre to condemn ourfelves, 
and x&fyn out -of doocs the oonvifiioita of. tratfii^ 
4jiaa tiial we ibmld dS» daily to the wHI of th^ 
crei^ure^ ^and. fit ift reirereni ^epeodaace-atthe ftet 
of ifiav; who. brUife^ the feififem's head* 
* CxOKME^L, I ft iQontbf 1790^1 want thee ao lie 
etipouragedy .^nd to put al) .tby conMmce Ja vthe 
evfrUftMng arm* JUeavG) ag much ppfiMcf- tU^s 
that ai-e behtod^S be content with <iie.pt»fe0t ceipd- 
nefs ^wheo it ia Af portioo).aiid:,neitbentQiliior 
tpm for future fijppliesj; lie that^dotheB! the 'Gllies 
aiul the gafs .of the firid^ta ahundand^vabk -ai<d 
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T««y, fifkil'tWrniSilie,' to reveal hfi gfaclott^ pr<)W? 
^enkey and mniifttfry franf thte tfciferei" ibf ^fAwft 
andf knowTca^, feRaflockand ftfrnlfy, feveii thi^ogR 
tfei 'ireak -ahtf'^ofoKfli things cT thfii writM ; fo that 
tbiDg^ which t^ iibt^ (mfn* reAiert to a feftfe^f^ 
their iH>^img(i)^^ iMybn^ng'to^iM^^^^ 
«nter ^h6'CBri<lial^§ fti%ng^^otMfts;;]!ild)^ ft^ 
anfdrcomitereiiice :^hir Cftpta»i j' and* ^*b6t8kltt1g 
0f''tM3^1dUf'tht^Mifid^%ll«b^ttw\^ l|Pltef« 

Satmi.^fin&. hhtifelf difcomlhisd, ati^ hishetfl^foiMc 
^^Hk flnllinruife^tiijrlleei/' 1 inttiv indeed^ feiirtA 
pawer^ If we tiniimain\he4:humint7, the i^pKtitj^ 
and holf jdigmty "of '» doarepiti fouh - Nfati^rw^rdfe 
are unneetffiHy^t pnsfent*^ The Maft^, iriio l^Mf^ 
vebar thou euvft besir, wHi I Adtfbt not give thee thf 
mea^ -in due feftibtt) wdcen thee knorning bf m(»ti* 
itig, atd caufe thine ear to hear «s Aeleafn^ ^4ll 
tiH things may he hiftr«£k ih«e to dirctetiovi, Arid 
picieirve thee in the wajr thereinto he hath ied die(\ 
cren that way whicfa truly no fdwIJcdbwietb ! f ieno40(| 
fironr a liegree of experience, that th^ fiirther we get 
Aiom a d^ndance upon inftruinencal cenffdMton^ tife 
more likely we are^ with lioly certiitity, to>dUbd<t^tr 
(amidft inwarda t^nfti£h) the hidubitahfcr cfYideifee 
cf .heingupon the true foandatfbn;, the feid of adop- 
ficn, the Whit^ ftone with the new name, &c. The 
irery cbafti&ments whitli introduce the miind tb^tMs 
JmmUing^ knowIWge, ^fe^when paflkd by) «Mef to 
the new ttOe, zs the honey/ and the honeycomb. - 

CLottM££^ ift' mondi, 17.96?^ did*' not forget 
(bee $ 4»ut tndy ftif was aC^ that titanc'ib mudi the 
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objoA ud fubje£t of my cares and exertions, that if 
I could but any way .keep my head above water 
thereby, U was more than my doubting mind could 
at tiqoes hope for* Ah, my dear friend, I have a heart 
prpne to rebel againft, and live above, the pure prin- 
ciple of truth } and becaufe thereof, my fpirit is at 
Um^$ covered with mouniing as with a garment j 
and qiore efpecially, when I coofider the greatnefs, 
wd the bolinef^ of that Name, of which I venture tp 
maJoe meAtioq in the congregation of the Lord's 
people. It is m^rcy, nothing fhort of mercy, (6 
fnarvellouOy difpiayed in the choice of veflels for 
iai:r^ ^viees in the church. << He will have mercy 
•f> whom he will have mercy :" this truth baffles 
bvmaA; tedtoqting'i and therefore, let thee and me 
cov^t ai| increafe of the increafe of God, and ailc 
m /aith for the boft gif(s« Being afliia^ with the 
inipurity of ftrMggling naturci let us come boldly to 
the throne of^t^c^ to help us 'm 0;e needful time, 
a(vi to fettlp OMf fpirits in calm aP^MJefcence witbt 
and rerigauion to, th^ dilpenfatio/is of infinite wif- 
doi^ i th^ fo, from every temptation and tribula* 
tipn, our fouls may be re(lored, witb this immortal 
and imadnlteratefi fong, ^< Thy wiU \^ done.*' If we 
{UMS but as the nun's horns* throngh which the Shep- 
herd of Ifrael fpeaks at times to his people, (in con- 
cert with his inward an<l more defpi&d teaching) let 
lis be oof^^a^ and £mply feek an holy conformity 
ao> and adorning of (us do^ine. 

P^^MBi^^.m/ooth, i790<n-It is not by might 
Pf \xf p^weT) bjiiA by tb^ {jfint of ithe 1^4% $h^t £[1^ 
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\rork proTpecs, or hts pratfe is tSeSM i lad di«m^ 
fore a little one may be made ^ a tfaou&nd, and a 
ioiall one a ftfong iiation*" Under tbk perfnafioi^ 
the faith is ftrengthened in tbs QnuHpotcfice ^ thf 
finalleft revelation of the Lord's aim in our littk 
iervices, and our inift remov^ from the appearance 
i>f firength, to ftreogA itfelf. The ridi man caanot 
|;lory in his riches, nor the ftrong man in his fttengthi 
but the caufe of ^mytng is found to be in thb 
i-ighteous government and dilpen&uons of our Hdtf 
Head. 

Thy letter brought you alt fo much <to my mind, dnl 
it feemed as if I was with you, (baring in your coi^ 
'Cerns, and feeling in part that weight of exercUe witil 
which dependent ^fervants are intTioduced into 4heir 
iield of labour. Now perhaps I*mjty congrafiulate 
you on the completion hereof, and participate in tiiait 
'humble rejoicing wherewith £ben62^rs ^u-e iet iq^ 
I &rventl^y deiire to polTefs an incr^afing capaoitjr to 
/eel with the members of tbe myfti|»l body, whtce- 
4&ver fcattered, or however concealed in tiie 4iep\bs of 
the wildemefe .from the J^uman eye ; for I am^^eiu. 
.iuadad that, as our fpirits are r«^Hlated by *the Pne^ 
ftdent of this-chu^-ch, they wiU, at tim^s, be carrM 
/beyond the bounds of ohferration, to viik die fetd 
in prifon. 

Clokmsl, 3d month, 179P-— Though my faeait 
fympathiaes fo nearly and<teii^rfy>wftth thee alid Af 
dear wife, as that I omM 'inio^e^ my tears ^nUk 
yours, yet I dare not Utt^f t^ language of com-* 
miferatioB, for your late lob of a i<^veiy p)aat out 
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U«ft^l fi3opm0iicev 1^a| ,^. TJie «t^nal God is ^our 

Itdbgci ' a^iA <ttiati.^ und«foea^ ar^, the everlafting 

attufl/' Hei<^l;itjc^d, aod will xejpice that fuch 

lliwddtecaliSiK ocMifolatioi^ is inioifter(:d,to. thq poor 

in fpirit. You hayc a &«(h.x>pporiuqityi..-fljy ber 

iftml frmds^ ibyr piu^ refig^a^fn, to coqninit j^/>ur 

fpiiit^;yx>iir:Cttl4i^«)i%jaiii$^jX5^ info diviqc 

'JBwpiiig».''M#f Jji^hi^ i59ppie;tl?(?.Bi^grefs aqd 

fttribAioni^iE t^^m^f^ytt^ glQrioi|s..wark» wh^re* 

\jbf .thc^AiBg offth^.ued^enopd i^ Wf^^flqd,^d fu^iica- 

tioBiJtfirtfttHghti^ >Mnit«; ifwttbc-ll?« hf?aycQly, hcift> in 

;|>tooliiAii«g^Jii%l!^.W<iif^l!S th^jJ[fp|;4 Qf^.^d tfip 

^Lam^.tD ctcdirev^or|r«}hoi|«i|r,, ,w<l po,vfer, both 

jioivandforeYer/' .A.«iin4 centre^ ,to the fourcp 

vof vii^hmAiom -^»(cbHn»' and .ftreiigth, cai}, iieccive 

Ktde nMMre; by Atcb^wnoiiiiiKifttiQii^ as.theie, tl^ an 

ommnrd jamd yifiUeifign^ of .^?t inintaFd^axid fpiritsuai 

7gvacr>.^iirh)QcevJdliiltbe .ipul is rep}eni(bedy.aixl where- 

rni ie imd$.lbe (tii>^ce of ^1 ^bat is truly good. It i^ 

:iiBveilfarieJb Aa..^]pwabk; ac<:oq)^Qdatipn to , the 

nvttakneft 06ree&rtlii|0/^^tnrnim^ and having,; in 

'jflKNnentB^ o£* dcoo^wg} j&Qje^.rfjefr;eQi^ by tby tender 

^fmpathyand &ktlau^^>q9yJ1ie;9rtis^ bound in CbriC- 

tiaa .aff^idKl^ to.Air^.Jch^ g^f% and jbai} thejg on 

every reoewQd.^csfl}<^ta the Maft^^^ cfofs, and 

'fparli)cip«lk>^.rof;;t)js , f roivp, . Oh iny . friend, what 

Turfing we tdcei beffrf;we areb^fpd to iti Hovp^n^- 

tttie oppofeSjjll»Rt:*My^^R^n^nf;e.of being Jed as .a 

^lambtodie flmjghtBr^snd as %(^i;Qp that is duqxh before 

nts flieaQers« Hsqi>99 th^JV^k^^Jf}^ Q<^ .^. .^'Pg^ 
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are polSibiel arid tHbiibrelet us*wiitcllw41)e>robdir» 
adding to oar fiS%, virtue r^AaC What ^tfae ^nhv^ 
k revealed hf which We'^an de an^bingS)^wr»lMJkig 
in readlnefe, mlay advanee front ftreiigthHte ftteagdi^ 
and finally appear 6efbre the Lord >li 2iots» ^Unoogft 
thofewhoare^uMjriihaificd.' n- V: ..« 

^ We are now -fcfctirriti ftom-Qur qisMerly neet^ 
ifng, where 1 trtcft Ac gdCpA' caufe did tiot ga4ixol^i> 
ward. We ought not to look fte gt^ thiq^ ;,owb 
do not dei^e riiem« Attd I pd'ceh^ IhatiwfaeATwp 
are moft dipped inibthi^fenfe^ Hfe^nd ^nmortaK^ 
'())eing gradotifly 4nf waiting} >afe<th0'ifl9oft^£2O»'tD 
be brought to li^ht. TK^i^6re'l«it us.^eiluriDbk|l 
under the mighty hsttid, that ine^may lie ^thqs toui|r 
exalted in diie time $ yea^ in all our pvovin^^lvt^iv 
link dbwn into eu^ own nothingnefe, gnd^aluto evory 
difpen&tibn which t^Iothes us with it; ibr then, mo- 
thinks, we ilialHearh in evety thifvgto gMBedmikso 
Clonmel, 3d month, lygo-^Ylumlsaiii'my^car 
friend, 6f iate appeared to me to be preparing* to At 
out, accbrding to the (acred counfid of the .gnat 
Mailer to His dtfeiples, witllbutli^rip'Or purfe, at two 
coats, reduced to a fimptedepelMiimc^ i^poE re oxwod 
fupplies from the' holy treafutyv An^ ^^w-iiiiig^ tn.a 
new line of fefvioe^ tolive byfiidth/ ' Maj^chottin- 
creafe in (he Certain knowkdgt^ ?dikt the Lord is 
gracious uhto fucb huftible fetthtii) ^^wcdkm -before 
him. 1 feel a^ci^nfidbfict that it'^iU b« fb^ and that 
thy feet win grow nidre ^Qxixfscfte cci^cuouQj beau- 
tifiil upbit thembuntaiifesr beitaufe ditty- are, ^beyond 
all ihadow ^f ddiAt^ ihod "with die fidbt)aration .di; the 
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grofpetoC peace -, «ni through adonUe Idndncis, vnSk^ 
•d for the fervice oo which thou atrt iiow fct out ; 
therefore ginl up the loim of thj mind, and hope to 
the end. Do not be afraid of the ^oomy exorcifei^ 
into which thy mind mzy often be baptisEcd* Re- 
member that even the great Matter, who knew wiib* 
out fear or doubting that heihould glorify the Father, 
groaned in bimfelf before be ratfed Lazarus from the 
dead» Do, I intreat thee, offer thyfeif op freely, and 
do not feek to cut thy matter ihorter than is con*' 
fiftent with thy peace. Look forward and not back«- 
ward^ for if I am not miftaken, thy progrefe in the 
work whereunto thou art called, is not defigned to 
be as flow as fome thou mayft efteem thy cotem* 
poraries $ and it is as great an evil to take from 
the words of the prophecy of the book, as to add to 
them. 

Clonmel, 3d month, 1790— Your many tcftimo- 
nies of afTeSion for us, your repeated accounts re* 
fpefting yourfelves, and, above all, your fteady increafe 
in iaving knowledge, of which we are perfuaded, are 
frequent occafions of humble thankfulnefs to the 
Father of mercies, whofe bleffings, vartoufly fliowered 
upon you and us, are worthy of reverent commemo- 
ration, and grateful enquiry, what we (hall render 
unto him therefor. It is little, very little, that we 
can do for fo bountiful a Shepherd ; nor does He, 
bleifed be His name, require at our hands what He .has 
not furnilhed us with ability to perform : but that 
little, let us prefent at, or cafl into, the fecret treafury, 
not doubting His compaffionate accq>tance. An 
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humble reAgned ipiric is a gift which> I believe^ vm 

licvcr refufed at the altar. It is, whilft pfcferved, ^ 

tontinual offering, a fweet rmeHing facrifiee^ the 

f&Vbur df lifb unto life in thofe th^t believe ; it is a 

bulwark oi* fortrefs, where, in times of defertion, 

temptation^ and tribulation, Uie weary ibul finds 

ihelter, and all the armour of light againft Satan^s 

attacks and fiery darts. Now, my beloved friends, 

ihy heart feels you as companions in the Chriflian 

path; and in your exercifes, your difcouragements, 

and poverty of fpirit, I participate ; though diflant 

in the outward, yet as the Apoftle feid, ** Prefent in 

fpiril.'* — Be afTured, that the fame affliclions are 

rtieafurably accompliihed in every true member of the 

myftical body. You have companions therein^ and 

Aeed not be told, that all thefe things are intended for 

our refinement, and increafmg ufefulnefs and fervice 

in the church militant here on earth : that when this 

ftiortal {hall put On immortality, the tribulated fpirit 

may obtain an eternal refidence, in the glorious 

church triumphant, where all tears are wiped away. 

Thefe are animating confiderations, and prompt us to 

endure hardnefs like good foldiers of Jefus Chrift, 

and to receive with thankfgivingy every humiliation 

and fpiriCual baptifm. I know, dear friend, that if 

thou art mercifully kept quick in underftanding in 

the fear of the Lord, the weak, unconverted flate 

of many of your members will occafion thee to go 

mourning on thy way, at the fame time that thou 

findeft a necefBty to attend to that command of the 

great Mafter, to wafh and anoint rather than appear' 
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unto men tQ fiift* This hidden exercife of fpirit wiB 
eipouTe thee more clofely to the heavenly bridegroom, 
who hath the fpirit of wifdom and underftanding, 
and who judges not aifter the fight of the eye, or the 
hearing of the ear. I do hope, my beloved friends, 
that your labours will be bleft though yourfelves 
think them very weak and fmall. If our treafure is 
but laid up in heaven, no matter how little our cor- 
rupt hearts are entrufted with the knowledge of it. 
Be not afraid of leaving the fheep and lambs, when 
the good Shepherd calls to any duty. His care is bet* 
ter than ours, and He can fupply all your needs, by 
the riches of His grace in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

Clonmel, 4th month, 1790 — I am comforted in 
finding that your hearts are knit together like David 
and Jonathan's, in oppofition to'every ftratagem which 
Satan may ofe. As I do believe the cement is com« 
pofed of materials acceptable to the penetrating eye 
of the great Preferver of men, fo, I truft, you will 
feel your union to be a balm through the future ftep« 
pings of Chriftian and focial travel, however it may 
pleafe infinite Wifdom to difpofe of you, as to your 
outward fettlements, or journeyings in the prefent 
world. — Settle it in thy heart, to exped a mixture of 
hiiternefe in that cup of comfort, which the great 
Matter may minifter to thee. No deadly forrow is 
in the bleffing ; but evil things, and mutable things, 
till our purification is complete, have a power over 
us which keeps our fpirits in a ftate of profiuble 
groaning} and if we do but experience the fulfilling 
of that gracious promife, that ^* For the cryings of 
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th6 poor, and fctf die fighings of the needy, he wilt 
arMb,'' let u$ tba&k him, and take coonge, 
. My belovdd — ^ — 's letter came at a time more 
acceptable than would be prudent for me this way to 
defcribe* It renewed that precious participation of 
each other's exercifes and confblations, which I do 
believe originates in the Fountain of everlafting love. 
I look with humble admiration at that holy hand 
which is leading thee about, and inftruding thee; 
and my fo'th is ftrong that the Lord will keep thee 
as the apple of his ey«, and, in his own time, make 
all clouds of difcouragement as the duft of his feet. 
Thou knoweft, and thou wilt more and more know, 
that, for the right performance of any religious fer- 
vice, we want emptying from veflcl to vcffel j and 
when we conlider how many have fufFered by an 
imperfcft experience of diis great work, we ought 
not to laments at any diTpenfation, or change of 
feafons, which brings us, in the leaft degree, nearer 
to that ftate and flature, for which infinito ktndaeftr 
defigns us. 

London, 5th month, 1790— « That meafiire of 
converfion which is eiTentially necefiry,- rightly to 
introduce us into every new linte of fervice, bears a 
ftrong refemblance to the (irft ftepof-'tbe great apoftle; 
into the Chriftian religion : a light (honearaundhim ; 
fuch coriviflion leized his foul, that whilft* he alked^ 
*' Who art thou," he called him Lord j he confuited 
not with flefh and blood : happy refignation ! which 
however, did not keep him out of the Jireet called. 
Strait^ neither for a time were his eyes fuffered to be- 
2 F . 
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opened.— Wc have each our peculiar exercifes, as 
we have each our peculiar infirmities; all which, 
through faniSification and purification of heart, may 
help us forward to a final fettlement in that glorious 
city, whofe inhabitants no more fay they are fick. 
—I hope thou wilt not draw back from any opening 
to duty, which thou mayft be favoured with. The 
right time, and our time, do not alwajrs agree ; but 
we ought invariably to bear teftimony to the firft, by 
the fubordinafion of the latter. " Wifdom is jufti- 
fied of her children ;" and therefore do not reafon 
unprofitably upon thy duty. 

Amsterdam, 7th month, 1790 — ^It was pleafant 
to be informed of thy (afe landing in Ireland. I hope 
thy drooping mind has been refreflied, not only by the 
ftrengthening fympathy of fellow-travellers, but alfo 
by the compofiiig, and yet animating virtue of Shiloh's 
ftreams, and that thou haft been enabled to lie down 
befide thefe waters which run foftly. Thou knoweft 
that when we can get here, it is like getting home, 
to a joy with which no ftranger can intermeddle. 
The increafe of fuch a capacity is what my foul longs 
for; that in this exercifing journey before us, where- 
in creaturely efforts can do little for the promotion 
of the great caufe, the pure feed may, from place to 
place, be at leaft fecretly vifited ; and that whether 
cffefts may be feen or not, the work, in dirine con- 
defcenfion, may be hid with the Lord. 

Clonmel, nth month, 1790 — The comfortable 
evidence thou mentioneft of there being a power 
ftrong in proportion to thy weaknefs, ftrengthcns my 
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declining faith, and encourages me to lay hold on the 
fame blefied hope, becaufe it met the witnefs in my 
heart that iays it is the truth. A confidence fo pre- 
cious is not to be caft away ; it is defigned for an 
anchor to the poor veflel, fecretly attaching it to 
eternal help, when, in divine wifdom, its courfe is 
reftrained on the waters of affli^on and uncertainty* 
Then let me lay, caft not away thy confidence, for 
therein is great recompence of reward. We are 
often tempted to do this ; fometimes, in the multi- 
tude of obje£ls, forgetting the great fource of good, 
and means of prefervation ; and at others, looking fo 
timidly and doubtfully at them, as to lofe our intereft 
in both. May thou and I, watch againft thefe and 
other evils ; and pray, according to our measure of 
faith, that that fpirit may prefide in us, which can 
rejoice in God alone, though none elfe regard it, or 
can own its life. 

Clonmel, , 1790 — I cannot know that 

thy fuflFerings and temptations are fo deep, without 
feeling an afFe£Uonate^ fifterly folicitude about thee, 
at the fame time that I perceive with joy thy fteppings 
are in the footfteps of the flock. But with the greateft 
cordiality do I find, that thou canft not draw thy con- 
folations from even the fprings of fellow difciples.— - 
The well's mouth being clofed in thyfelf, thou fitteft 
mourning at it, and every drop of water brought thee 
from thy neighbour *s overflowings, ferves but to 
augment thy lamentation ; for thy thirft cannot be 
fatisfied with that, which is not the " Well in thee 
fpringing up into everlafting life.'' I am glad thou 
2F 2 
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art refolved to be patient ; if thoa holdeft lliy In- 
tegrity herein^ and letteft patience have its periieft 
work, diou wilt find more perfefiion in this dili)en- 
fationthan is manifeft at prelent, and moreover thou 
wilt lack nothing. Then be of good cheer, my be- 
loved friend ; believe in the fktherly care and coih- 
paffion of Him who is the Lord Ahnrghty^ and doubt 
not that all His chaftifements are the more indelibly 
to fix the feal of adoption upon thy ipirit; whereby 
thy qualifications may be ftrengthened to cry Abba, 
Father ! in proportion to the incrcafe of thy fervices 
in and for His Name. Were not the experiences of 
the Lord's dealings to us as individuals ibmewhat 
deep, there might be more danger of ftumbling in 
the paths of judgment, when, for the welfore Of 
others, we may be turned into them ; and marvel 
not if, after this baptifm with which thou art bap- 
tized, the Matter, who is rich in mercy, and infcru- 
table in wifdom, call upOn thee for fome new afl of 
dedication. Till then, fight the good fight of faith ; 
now is thy thne to prove the fufficiency of thy ever 
victorious Captain. Refolve if thou perifh, it €aail 

^be at His fbotihx)!. Let not out thine ear to, lite 
accufer of the brethren, believe him not, even re- 

' fpe£ting thyfelf, when he tells thee diat thour art not 
what thy friends take thee to be. But if the Father 
chaflen, and draw thee from man's judgment, by 
ihewing thee the fallibility thereof, cleave to him as to 
thy beft friend. Experience wOl convince thee, that 
whoever ftand through the ftorms attendant on their 
pilgrimage for the honour of the great Name, muft 
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learn to pafs through good report^ as well as evil 
report) n^ith an equal negleA of it as fiich ; for Ae 
^vi^pons cf their tvarfare being tpkituai, they mutt 
iiot fail to apply them to the ipirhual wkkednefs in 
Ae high, but fecret plac?es of diei!- own hearts. Self ?s 
apt to feed upon the thanifeft unity ^f our friends, and 
to dra# our attention from the pure and ftrength^ 
ening virtue which fupplieth every joint of die myf- 
ticsd body; rendering us left capable, tlwn we other- 
"Wile ihould be, of eadng dHtt bread whkh the world 
knows not of, 

Clonmel, I have a comfortable hope 

TtfpeAing thy profperity and prcfcrvation, and already 
rejoice in the iymptoms thereof. That one efpeci- 
ally, of the paffing away of the old heavens and the 
dd earth, is fo favourable, that I truft thou wilt fully 
refign thyfelf thereto : that fo (hey may be remembered 
no more, nor come into, to way-lay, thy mind in any 
of its preparations for gofpel fervice. Yes, my heart 
can feel with thee, in thy frequent rncafpacity to re- 
joice tti even the pureft friend&ip, or to fcpport it 
by the dFufiaits of naCvral aSedion. Oh that j£ 
wht3fe hearts -and tongues have been -animated with 
the live coal from the &crcd Akar, had fully paflfed 
through difpenfations of this fort! Mediinks the 
priefthood, and other living members in the church, 
would be more burning and ihining lights, have 
more true Chriftian fympathy for each other, and of- 
tcner meet one another in the field of fpiritual exer- 
cife; or, in other words, enjoy the true communion 
of iaints. We mifs many of the excellent promifes 
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of the golpel) for want of coining to, and dwelling 
in, that humbled fitiiation of mind to which they be- 
long. How many fit in judgment, who never fuf- 
£ciently, by virtue of the meeknels of their fpirits, 
were guided in the midft of its paths ! How often do 
we hear attempts to fing the praife of Zion's King, 
by thofe whofe general condud bears no teftimony 
to a fervent travail of dieir fpirits after deliverance 
from the enemies of their own houfes, and who con* 
fequently cannot ftand^pon its banks. Though I 
often fear it is the cafe, I dread to fettle down, (be*- 
caufe it fometimes appears to be my duty to fliew 
unto others their tran%rei&ons) as if the work were 
done at home, and my foul's adveriary overcome ; 
when, peradventure, his force is redoubled, and his 
artifice herein more than ever effe&ual. <^ Watch 
and pray," fweetly occurs to my mind, and for this 
good end, << That ye enter not into temptation ;'* 
that the veflel may be preferved in (an&ification and 
honour, and that the immortal birth may have its 
habitation in a purified temple. Then may the new 
heavens, the new earth, and the holy mountain, in 
times of refreshing, break forth into fingingj becaufe 
the Lord comforts his people, and hath mercy upoa 
his afflided. 
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